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CHAP. XXVII. 

Death of Grattan — Ruin of Arianifm. — St Am - 
brofe. — Firjl civil War , againjt Maximus . 

— Character, Adminijlraiion , and Penance , 
of Theodofus . — Death of ValentinianJl . — 

Second civil War , againft Eugenius. — Death 
of Theodofus. 

Hp HE fame of Gratian, before he had ao CHA p - 

A complifhed the twentieth year of his age, k *_,« 

was equal to that of the molt celebrated princes. Character 
His* gentle and amiable difpofition endeared him dul^the 
to his private friends, the graceful affability of Emperor 
his manners engaged the affedtiomof the people : Gr ^J}* 
the men of letters, who enjoyed the liberality, 379— 18$. 
acknowledged the tafie and eloquence of their 
fovereign ; his valour and dexterity in arms 
were equally applauded by the foldiers 5 and the 
voL. v.- b clergy 
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clergy confidered the humble piety of Gratian 
as the firft and molt ufeful of his virtues. The 
victory of Colmar had delivered the Weft from 
a formidable invafton ; and the grateful pro- 
vinces of the Eaft afcribed the merits of Theo- 
dofius to the author of his greatnefs, and of 
the public fafety. Gratian furvived thofe me- 
morable events only four or five years ; but he 
furvived his reputation $ and, before be fell a 
vidtim to rebellion, he had loft, in a great mea- 
fure, the refpedt and confidence of the Roman 
world. ■ 

The remarkable alteration of his character or 
conduct, may not be imputed to the arts of flat- 
tery, which had befieged the fon of Valentinian 
from his infancy ; nor to the headftrong paffions 
which that gentle youth appears to have efcaped. 
A more attentive view of the life of Gratian, may 
perhaps fuggeft the true caitfe of the difappoint- 
ment of the public hopes. His apparent vir- 
tues, inftead of* being the hardy productions of 
experience an d adverfity, were the premature and 
artificial fruits of a royal education. The an- 
xious tendernefs of his father was continually 
employed to beftow on him thofe advantages, 
which he might perhaps efteem the mote highly, 
as he himfelf had been deprived of them and 
the rnofl fkilful mailers of every fcience, and of 
every art, had laboured to form the mind and 
body of the young prince 1 . The knowledge 

which 

1 Valentinian was lefs attentive to the religion of his Ion ; fince lie 
eotrufted the education of Gratian to Aufonius, a profeffed Pagan 
• (Mem. 
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which they painfully communicated was dif- c H A P. 
played with oftentation, and celebrated with ,^ :X ' VI1, , 
lavifli praife. His foft and tractable difpofition 
received the fair impreffion of their judicious pre- 
cepts, and the abfence of paffion might ealily be 
miftaken for the flrength of reafon. His pre- 
ceptors gradually rofe to the rank and confe- 
quence of minifters of ftafce 2 ; and, as they wifely 
difiembled their fecret authority., he faemed. to 
adt with firmnefs, with propriety, and with judg- 
ment, on the moft important occafions of his life 
and reign. But the influence of this elaborate 
inftru dtion did not penetrate b eyon d the furface j 
and the flcilfiil preceptors, who fo accurately 
guided the fteps of their royal pupil, could not * 
infufe into his feeble and indolent character, the 
vigorous and independent principle of action, 
which renders the laborious purfuit of glory ef- 
fentially neceflliry to the liappinefs, and almoft 
to the exifteoce, of the hero. As foon as time 
and accident had removed thofe faithful counfel- 
lors from the throne, the Emperor of the Weft in- 
fenlibly defcended to the level of his natural ge- 
nius j abandoned the reins of government to the 
ambitious hands which were ftretched forwards 
to grafp them ; and amufed his leifure with the 
moft frivolous gratifications. A public tale of 

(Mem. de l’Academie des Inlcriptions, tom. xv. p. 125 — 138.). The 
poetical fame of Aufonius condemns the tafte of his age. 

2 Aufonius was fucceilively .promoted to the Praetorian praefedture 
of Italy (A.D. 377.), and of Gaul (A.D. 378.); and was at length 
invefled with the confulihip (A. D. 379.). He exprefled his grati- 
tude in afervile and inlipid piece of flattery (Adtio Gratiarurfi, p. 699 
■ — 736.), which has furayed more w'orthy produdtions. 
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c I-IA P. favour and injuftice was inftitufced, both in the 

. cour ^ an j i n the provinces, by the worthlefs 

delegates of his power, whofe merit it was made 
Jacrikge to quefiion 3 . The confcience of the 
credulous prince was directed by faints and 
bifhops 4 ; who procured an Imperial edifit to 
punifh, as a capital offence, the violation, the 
negledt or even the ignorance of the divine law s . 
Among the various arts which had exercifed the 
youth of Gratian, he had applied himfelf with 
Angular inclination and fuccefs, to manage the 
liorfe,- to draw the bow, and to dart the javelin ; 
and thefe qualifications which might be ufeful to 
a foldier, were proflituted to the viler pnrpofes 
of bunting. Large parks were inclofed for the 
Imperial pleafures, and plentifully flocked with 
every fpecies of wild beafts ; and Gratian ne- 
glected the duties, and even the dignity, of his 
rank, to confume whole days in the vain difplay 
of his dexterity and boldnefs in the ebace. The 
pride and with of the Roman Emperor to excel 
in an art, in which he might be flirpaiTed by tlie 
mcaneft of his flaves, reminded the numerous 
fpediators of the examples of Nero and Com- 

3 Difputare de principal! judicio non oportet. Sacrilegii ftilm infer 
eft dubitare, an is dignus fit, quem elegerit imperator. Codex Jufti- 
nian. 1 . ix. tit.xxix. leg, 3. This convenient law was revived and pro- 
mulgated, after the death of Gratian, by the feeble court of Milan. 

* Ambrofe compofed, for his joftrudion, a theological treatife on 
the faith of the Trinity : and Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. 
p. 158. 169.) afcribes to the archbifttop the merit of Gratian’s intole- 
rant laws. 

_ 5 divinse legis iamaitatem nelciendo omittunt, aut negligendo 
violant, et offendunt, hcrilegium committunt. Codex Juftinian. I. ix. 
tit.ixxix, leg. 1. Theodofius indeed may claim his fhare, in the merit 
of this eomprehenfive law. 
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modus: but the chafte and temperate Gratian chap* 
was a ftranger to their mondrous vices; and , 

his hands were dained only with the blood of 
animals 6 . 

The behaviour of Gratian, which degraded Difcontent 
his character in the eyes of mankind, could not 
have didurbed the fecurity of his reign, if the troops, 
army had not been provoked to refent their pe- A " I) ’ 38s * 
culiar injuries. As long as the young Emperor 
was guided by the indrufitions of his mailers, 
he profeffed himfelf the friend and pupil of the 
foldiers *, many of his hours were fpent in the fa- 
miliar converfation of the camp ; and the health, 
the comforts, the rewards, the honours, of his 
faithful troops, appeared to be the obje6l of 
his attentive concern. But, after Gratian more 
freely indulged his prevailing tafte for hunting 
and fhooting, he naturally connected himfelf 
with the mod dexterous miniders of his favourite 
amufement. A body of the Alani was received 
into the military and domedic fervice of the 
palace ; and the admirable * fkill, which they 
were aecudomed to difplay in the unbounded 
plains of Scythia, was exercifed on a more nar- 
row theatre, in the parks and inclofures of Gaul. 

Gratian admired the talents and cudoms of thefe 
favourite guards, to whom alone he intruded 
the defence of his perfon : and, as if he meant 
to infult the public opinion, he frequently 

6 Ammianus (xxxi. lo.) and the younger Vi&or acknowledge the 
virtues of Gratian ; and accufe, or rather lament* his degenerate tafte. 

The odious parallel of Commodus is faved by “licit incruentus 
and perhaps Philoftorgius (1.x. c.io. and Godefroy, p.4iz.) had 
guarded, with fome fimilar referve, the companion of Nero.- 

n 3 • diewed 
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c H A P. fnewed himfelf to the foldiers and people, with 
^xxvil ^ the cl refs and arms, the long bow, the founding 
quiver, and the fur garments, of a Scythian 
warrior. The unworthy lpeetacle of a Roman 
prince who had renounced the drefs and man- 
ners, of his country, filled the minds of the le- 
gions with grief and indignation 7 . Even the 
Germans, fo ftrong and formidable in the armies 
of the empire, affected to difdain the ftrange and 
horrid appearance of the lavages of the North, 
who, in the {pace of a few years, had wandered 
from the banks of the Volga to thofe of the 
Seine. A loucFand licentious mtirtmtr was echoed 
through the camps and garrifons of the Weft; and 
as the mild indolence of Gratian neglected to 
extinguifti the fifft fymptoms of difcontent, the 
want of love and refpe& was not fupplied by the 
influence of fear. But the fubverfton of an efta- 
biiftied government is always a work of Tome 
real, and of much apparent, difficulty; and the 
throne of Gratian was protected by the fan6tions 
of cuftom, law, religion, and the nice balance 
of the civil and military powers, which had been 
eftablilhed by the policy of Conftantine. It is 
not very important to inquire from what caufes 
the revolt of Britain was produced. Accident 
is commonly the parent of diforder ; the feeds 
of rebellion happened to fall on a foil which was 
fuppofed to be more fruitful than any other in 

7 Zofimus, (l.iv. p. 447.) and the younger Victor afcribe the re- 
volution to the favour of the Alarii, and the difcontent of the Roman 
troops. Dum exercitum negligeret, et paucos ex Alanis, quos ingenti 
auro.ad fe tranftulerat, anteferret veteri ac Romano militi. 
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tyrants and ufurpers 8 ; the legions of that fequef- c H A P. 
tered ifland had been long famous for a fpirit of , 

prefumption and arrogance 9 ; and the name of Revolt of 
Maximus was proclaimed, by the tumultuary, 
but unanimous voice, both of the foldiers and of 
the provincials. The Emperor, or the rebel, for 
his title was not yet afcertained by fortune, was a 
native of Spain, the countryman, the fellow-fol** 
dier, and the rival of Theodofius, whofe elevation 
he had not feen without fome emotions of envy - 
and refentment : the events o£ his life had long 
jfince fixed him in Britain j and I fiiould not be 
unwilling to find fome evidence for the marriage, 
which he is faid to have contra£ted with the 
daughter of a wealthy lord of Caernarvonfhire I0 . 

But this provincial rank might juftly be confi- 
dered as a ftate of exile and obfcurityj and if 
Maximus had obtained any civil or military office, 
he was not inverted with the authority either of 
governor or general His abilities, and even 

8 Britannia fertilis provincia tyrannorum, is a memorable expref- 
fion, ufed by Jerom in the Pelagian controverfy, and varioufly tortured 
in the difputes of our national antiquaries. The revolutions of the laft 
age appeared to juftify the image of the fublime Boffuetj “ cette ifle, 
plus orageufe que les mers qui 1’environnent. 

9 Zofimus fays of the Britifh foldiers, twv a.XKm airocvruv tcKbov av 9 a$i 
« kou Qv/jii) nx.ojj.eMvc. 

10 Helena the daughter of Eudda. Her chapel may ftill be feen at 
Caerfegont, now Caer-narvon (Carte’s Hift. of England, vol. i. p. 168. 
from Rowland’s Mona Antiqua). The prudent reader may not per- 
haps be fatisfied with fuch Welfh evidence. 

11 Cambden (vol. i. introdudl. p. ci.) appoints him governor of 

Britain ; and the father of our antiquities is followed, as ufoal, by his 
blind progeny. Pacatus and Zofimus had taken fome pains to prevent 
this error, or fable ; and 1 fhall protect myfelf by their decifive tefti« 
monies. Regali habitil exidem fyum, illi exules orbis induerunt (in 
Panegyr. Vet. xii. 23.). and the Greek hiftorian ftill lei's equivocally, 
auto? (Maximus) Se vfo u$ apxriv nvx'i wgOEXSwx. (l.iy. p, 248.) 

® 4 his 
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bis integrity, are acknowledged by the partial 
writers of the age ; and the merit rnuft indeed 
have been confpicuous, that could extort fiich 
a confeflion in favour of the vanquiflied enemy 
of Theodofius. The difcontent of Maximus 
might incline him to cenfure the conduct of his 
fovereign, and to encourage, perhaps without 
any views of ambition, the murmurs of the 
troops. But in the midfl of the tumult, he art- 
fully, or mod eft ly, refilled to afcend the throne ; 
and fome credit appears to have been given to 
his own pofitive declaration, that he was com- 
pelled to accept the dangerous prefent of the 
Imperial purple ia . 

But there was danger likewife in refilling the 
empire ; and from the moment that Maximus had 
violated his allegiance to his lawful fovereign, he 
could not hope to reign, or even to live, if he 
confined his moderate ambition within the nar- 
row limits of Britain. He boldly and wifely re- 
folved to prevent the defigns of G rati an ; the 
youth of the ill and crowded to his ftandard, and 
he invaded Gaul with a fleet and army, which 
were long afterwards remembered, as the emi- 
gration of a confiderable part of the Britilh na- 
tion ,3 . The Emperor, in his peaceful refidence 
■ ■ ; of 

** Sulpicius Severus, Dialog, ii. 7. Orofins, I. vu. c. 34. p. 556. 
They both acknowledge (Sulpicius had been his fubjedl) his inno- 
cence and merit. It is lingular enough, that Maximus Ihould be lefs 
favourably treated by Zofimus, the partial adverfary of liis rival. 

13 Archbilhop Ulher (Antiquitat. Britain. Ecclef. p. 107, 108.) 
lias diligently collected the legends of the ifland and the continent. 
The whole emigration confihed of 30,000 foldiers, and iqo,oco 

plebeians, 
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of Paris, was alarmed by their hoftile approach ; c H A P. 
and the darts which he idly wafted on lions and ,J £X J IL > 
bears, might have been employed more honour- 
ably againft the rebels. But his feeble efforts 
announced his degenerate fpirit and defperate 
fituation ; and deprived him of the refources, 
which he ftill might have found, in the fupport 
of hisfubje&s and allies. The armies of Gaul, 
inftead of oppofing the march of Maximus, re- 

( • eeived him with joyful and loyal acclamations ; 

and the ftiame of the defertion was transferred 
from the people to the prince. The troops, 
whofe ftation more immediately attached them to 
the fervice of the palace, abandoned the ftandard 
of Gratian the firft time that it was difplayed in 
the neighbourhood of Paris. The Emperor of 
the Weft fled towards Lyons, with a train of 
only three hundred horfe ; and, in the cities 
along the road, where he hoped to find a refuge, 
or at leaft a paflage, he was taught, by cruel 
experience, that every gate is (hut againft the 
unfortunate. Yet he might ftill have reached, in 
fafety, the dominions of his brother and foon 
have returned with the forces of Italy and the 
Eaft ; if he had not fuftered himfelf to be fatally 
deceived by the perfidious governor of the Lyon- 
nefe province. Gratian was am tiled by pro tefta- 
tions of doubtful fidelity, and the hopes of a 

plebeians, who fettled in Bretagne. Their deftined brides, St. Ur~ 
fula, with 11,000 noble, and 60,000 plebeian, virgins, miftook their 
way ; landed at Cologne, and were, all moft cruelly murdered by the 
Huns. But the plebeian fitters have been defrauded of their equal 
honours ; and, what is ftill harder, John Trithemius prefumes ta 
mention the children of thefe Britilh virgins, 

fupport,. 
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chap, fupport, which could not be effectual ; till the 
, XXVII> , arrival of Andragathius, the general of the ca- 
valry of Maximus, put an end to his fufpenfe. 
That refolute officer executed, without remorfe, 
the orders, or the intentions, of the ufurper. 
A.D.3B3. Gratian, as he rofe from fupper, was delivered 
Aug. 25- into the hands of the affaffin ; and his body was 
denied to the pious and preffing intreaties of his 
brother Valentinian I4 . The death of the Empe- 
ror was followed by that of his powerful general 
Mellobaudes, the King of the Franks ; who main- 
tained, to the laft moment of his life, the ambi- 
guous reputation, which is the juft recompense of 
obfcure and fubtle policy 1S . Thefe executions 
might be neceffary to the public fafety : but the 
fuccelsful ufurper, whofe power was acknow- 
ledged by all the provinces of the Weft, had the 
merit, and the fatisfadtion of boafting, that ex- 
cept thofe who had periflied by the chance of 
war, his triumph was not ftained by the blood of 
the Romans 16 . 

14 Zofimus (I. iv. p. 248, z 49.) has tranfported the death of Gra- 
ttan from Lugdunum in Gaul (Lyons) to Singidunum in Mcefia. 

« Some hints maybe extracted from the Chronicles ; fome lies may be 
detected in Sozomen ( 1 . sit, c. X3.) and Socrates ( 1 . v. c. 11). Am- 
brbfe is our molt authentic evidence (tom. i. Enarrat. in Pfalra Ixi. 
p.961. tom. ii. epift. xxiv. p. 888, &c. and de Obitu Valentinian. 
Confolat. N° 28. p. 1x83.). 

15 Pacatus (xii. 28.) celebrates his fidelity; while his treachery is 
marked in Profper’s Chronicle, as the caufe of the ruin of Gratian. 
Ambrofe, who has occafion to exculpate himfelf, only condemns the 
death of Vallio, a faithful fervant of Gratian (tom. ii. epift. xxiv. 
p. 891. edit. Benedict.). 

10 He protefted, nullum ex adverfariis nlfi in acie occubuifie. Sulp. 
Severus in Vit. B. Martin, c. 23. The orator of Theodofius bellows 
relutSlant, and therefore weighty, praife on his clemency. Si cui ille, 
pro ceteris fceleribus fuis, minus crudelis fuifle videtur. (Paneeyr. 
Vet. xii. z8.)» 
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The events of this revolution had palled in c ha p. 
inch rapid fuecefiion, that it would have been , XX VIL , 
impoiiihle for Theodofius to march to the relief Treaty of 
of his benefaCtor, before he received the intelli- be " 
gence of his defeat and death. During the lea- Maximus 
font of fincere grief, or oflenfatious mourning, “j! u The0 “ 
the Ealiern Emperor was interrupted by the ar- 
rival of the principal chamberlain of Maximus : 383—387* 
and the choice of a venerable old man, for an 
office which was ufually exercifed by eunuchs, 
announced to the court of Conltan tinople the 
gravity and temperance of the Britilh ufurper. 

The amballador condefcended to jultify, or ex- 
cufe, the conduct of his mailer ; and to p rot ell, 
in fpecious language, that the murder of Gratian 
had been perpetrated without his knowledge or 
confent, by the precipitate zeal of the foldiers. 

But he proceeded, in a firm and equal tone, to 
offer Theodofius the alternative of peace, or war. 

The fpeech of the ambaffador concluded with a 
fpirited declaration, that although Maximus, as 
a Roman, and as the* father of his people, would 
chufe rather to employ his forces in the common 
defence of the republic, he was armed and 
prepared, if his friendfhip Ihould be rejected, 
to difpute, in a held of battle, the empire of 
the world. An immediate and peremptory 
anfwer was required ; but it was extremely 
difficult for Theodofius to fatisfy, on this im- 
portant occafion, either the feelings of his own 
mind, or the expectations of the public. The 
imperious voice of honour and gratitude called 
aloud for revenge. From the liberality of Gra- 
tian, 
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CHAP, tian, he had received the Imperial diadem : his 

\ XX J IL _< P at i ence would encourage the odious fufpicion, 
that he was more deeply fenfible of former 
injuries, than of recent obligations ; and if he 
accepted the frien dihip, he mult Teem to fhare 
the guilt, of the afifaffin. Even the principles of 
jultice, and the filtered of fociety, would receive 
a fatal blow from the impunity of Maximus : and 
the example of fuccefsful ufurpation would tend 
to diflblve the artificial fabric of government, 
and once more to re-plunge the empire in the 
crimes and calamities of the preceding age. But, 

. as the fentiments of gratitude and honour fliould 
invariably regulate the conduct of an individual, 
they may be overbalanced in the mind of a fove- 
reign, by the fenfe of fuperior duties : and the 
maxims both of jultice and humanity mull per- 
mit the efcape of an atrocious criminal, if an 
innocent people would be involved in the confe- 
quenees of his pimiflnnent. The afiaffin of Gra- 
tian had ufurped, but he actually pofieffed, the 
mod warlike provinces of the empire : the Ead 
was exliau tied by the misfortunes, and even by 
the fuccefs of the Gothic war ; and it was le- 
rioufly to be apprehended, that, after the vital 
drength of the republic had been waded in a 
doubtful and dedru6tive conted, the feeble con- 
queror would remain an eafy prey to the Barba- 
rians of the North. Thele weighty confidera- 
tions engaged Theodofius to difiemble his refent- 
ment, and to accept the alliance of the tyrant. 
But he dipulated, that Maximus fhould content 
himfelf with the pofleifion of the countries be-, 
i ■ yond 
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yond the Alps. The brother of Gratian was chap. 

v a yyvt T 

confirmed and fecured in the: fovereignty of , ' . 'j 

Italy, Africa, and the Wetter n Illyricum ; and 
fome honourable conditions were inferted in the 
treaty, to protect the memory, and the laws, of 
the deceafed Emperor I7 . According to the cuf- 
tom of the age, the images of the three Imperial 
colleagues were exhibited to the veneration of 
the people : nor Ihould it be lightly fuppofed, 
that, in the moment of a ibtenrn reconciliation, 
Theodofius fecretly cherillied the intention of 
perfidy and revenge l8 . 

The contempt of Gratian for the Roman fol- Baptifm 
diers had expofed him to the fatal effedts . of 
their refentmenfc. His profound veneration for of Theo- 
the Chriltian clergy was rewarded by the ap- go 
plaufe and gratitude of a powerful order, which Feb. 38. 
has claimed, in every age, the privilege of dif- 
penfing honours, both on earth and in heaven' 9 . 

The orthodox bilhops bewailed his death, and 
their own irreparable lofs j but they were foon 
comforted by the difeoveiy, that Gratian had 
committed the fceptre of the Eall to the hands of 
a prince whofe humble faith,, and fervent zeal, 
were fupported by the Ipirifc and abilities of a 
more vigorous chara6ter. Among the benefactors 
of the church, the fame of Conitantine has been 

37 Ambrofe mentions the laws of Gratian, quas non ab^ogavit boftis 
(tom. is. epift. xvii. p. 837.). 

13 ZoOmus, 1 . iv. p. 351, 353. We may difclaim his odious fufpi- 
cioris ; but we cannot rejedl the treaty of peace which the friends of 
Theodofms have abfolutely forgotten,, or flightly mentioned. 

1 ’ Their oracle, the Archbifhop of Milan, afiigns to his pupil Gra- 
tian an high and refpe&able place in heavesi (tom. ii, de Obit. Val. 

Confol. p. 1193,). 

rivalled 
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rivalled by the glory of Theodofius. If Conftan- 
tine bad the advantage of erecting the ftandardof 
the crofs, the emulation of his fucceffor affumed 
the merit of fubduing the Arian herefy, and oi 
abolifhing the worfhip of idols in the Roman 
world. Theodofius was the firft of the emperors 
baptifed in the true faith of theTrinity. Although 
he was born of a Chriftian family, the maxims, 
or at leaft the practice, of the age, encouraged 
him to delay the ceremony of his initiation ; till 
he was admonifhecl of the danger of delay, by 
the ferious illnefs which threatened his life, to- 
wards the end of the firft year of his reign. 
Before he again took the field againft the 
Goths, he received the facrament of 20 baptifm 
from Acholius, the orthodox Bifhop of Tlief- 
falonica 01 : and, as the Emperor afcended from 
the holy font, ftili glowing with the warm feel- 
ings of regeneration, he dictated a fiolenm 
edidt, which proclaimed his own faith, and 
prefcribed the religion of his fubjedls. £e It 
“ is our pleafure (fuch is the Imperial ftyle) 
“ that all the nations, which are governed 
£C by our clemency and moderation, fiiould ftcd- 
“ faftly adhere to the religion which was 
4C taught by St. Peter to the Romans j ' which 

SCl For the baptifm of Theodofius, fee Sozomen (I. vii. c. 4.), 
Socrates (tv. c. 6.), and TiUemout (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. 
p. 728.). 

21 Afcolius, or Acholius, was honoured by the friendlhip, and the 
praifes, of Anibrofe ; who ftyles himfelf, mums fidei atque fan&itatis 
(tom. ii. epift.xv. p. 820.); and afterwards celebrates his fpced and 
diligence in running to Conftantinople, Italy, See (epift. xvi. p. 822.); 
a virtue which does not appertain either to a wall, or a MJkop. 

•faithful 
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<e faithful tradition has preferred ; and which OH AP, 
<e is now profeffed by the Pontiff Damafus, and ,^ X J 1L , 
u by Peter, Bilhop of Alexandria, a man of 
te apoftolic holinefs. According to the difci- 
ec pline of the apoftles, and the dodlrine of 
u the gofpel, let us believe the foie deity of 
“ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft; 

“under an equal majeffy, and a pious Tri- 
“ nity. We authorile the followers of this 
“doctrine to afliime the title of Catholic* 
ec Chriftians ; and as we judge, that all others 
6C are extravagant madmen, we brand them 
“ with the infamous name of Heretics ; and de- 
“ clare, that their conventicles fhall no longer 
“ ufurp the refpedlable appellation of churches. 

(C Belides the condemnation of Divine juftice, 

<e they muff expedt to fuffer the fevere pe- 
“ nalties, which our authority, guided by liea- 
u venly wifdom, ffiall think proper to inflidfc 
<e upon them The faith of a foldier is com- 
monly the fruit of inftru&ion, rather than of 
inquiry $ but as theEmperor always fixed his 
eyes on the viffble land-marks of orthodoxy, 
which he had fo prudently conftituted, his reli- 
gious opinions were never affedted by the fpe- 
cious texts, the fubtle arguments, and the ambi- 
guous creeds of the Arian dodtors. Once in- 
deed he expreffed a faint inclination to converfe 
with the eloquent and learned Eunomius, who 
lived in retirement at a fmall diftance from Con- 

“ Codex Theodof. 1. xvi. leg. 2. with Godefroy’s Commen- 
tary, tom. vi. p. $ — 9. Such an edidl deferved the warmejft praifes 
of Baronius, auream fan&ionem, edi&um pi urn et felutare.— Sic itur 
ad a lira. 

ffantinople. 
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chap, ftantmople. But the dangerous interview was 
XXVII. prevented by the prayers of the Emprefs Flac- 
cilia, who trembled for the falvation of her huf- 
band y and the mind of Theodofius was confirmed 
by a theological argument, adapted to therudeft 
capacity. He had lately bellowed, on his eld eft 
fon Arcadius, the name and honours of Ati- 
guftus, and .the two princes were feated on a 
ftately throne to receive , the homage of their 
fubjedts. A biiliop, Amphilochi'us of Iconium, 
approached the throne, and after faluting with 
due reverence, the perfon of his fovereign, he 
accofted the royal youth with the fame familiar 
tendernefs, which he might have ufed towards a 
plebeian child. Provoked by this infolent beha- 
viour, the monarch gave orders, that the ruftie 
pried fliould he inftantly driven from his pre- 
fence. But while the guards were forcing him 
to the door, the dexterous polemic had time to 
execute his defign, by exclaiming, with a loud 
voice, “Such is the treatment, O Emperor! 
cc which the King of Heaven has prepared for 
* e thofe impious men, who affedl to worfhip the 
“ Father, but refufe to acknowledge the equal 
“ majefty of his divine Son.” Theodofius im- 
mediately embraced the Bifliop oflconium j and 
never forgot the important lei fon, which he had 
received from this dramatic parable * 3 . 

33 Sozomen, l.vii. c.6. Tlieodoret, I.v. c. 16. Tiiiemont is dif- 
pleafcd (Mem. Ecclel'. tom.vi. p.627, 628.) with the terms of 
“ ruftie bifliop,” e{ obfeure city/’ Yet I mull take leave to think, 
that both Ampliilochius and Iconium were objects of inconfiderable 
magnitude in the Roman empire 


Conflan- 
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Oonftantinople was the principal feat and for- c H A P- 

i i. a YYVTT 

tre’fs of Arianifm ; and, in a long interval of forty ; ,,._A 

years 24 , the faith of the princes and prelates, Arianifm 
who reigned in the capital of the Eaft, was re- 
jedted in the purer fchools of Rome and Alexan- a. d. 
dria. The archiepifcopal throne of Macedonius, 340—380. 
which had been polluted with fo much Chriftian 
blood, was fucceflively tilled by Eudoxus and 
Bamophilus. Their diocefe enjoyed a free im- 
portation of vice and error from every province 
of the empire ; the eager purfuit of religious 
controverfy afforded a new occupation to the bufy 
idlenefs of the metropolis ; and we may credit 
the affertion of an intelligent obferyer, who de- 
fcribes, with fome pleafantry, the effedts of their 
loquacious zeal. ec This city,” fays he, 44 is full 
44 of mechanics and tlaves, who are all of them 
44 profound theologians ; and preach in the 
44 tliops, and in the ftreets. If you detire a man 
44 to change a piece of iilver, he informs you, 

46 wherein the Son differs from the Father : if 
44 you atk the price of a loaf, you are told, by 
44 way of reply, that the Son is inferior to the 
44 Father y and if you enquire whether the bath 
44 is ready, the anfwer is, that the Son was made 
44 out of nothing 25 .” The heretics, of various 

34 Sozomen* 1 - vii . c. 5. Socrates, 1 . v. c. 7. Marcdlin in Chron. 

The account of forty years mufl be dated from the ele&'ioh or intru- 
fion of Eufebius ; who wifely exchanged the bifhopric of Nicomedia 
for the throne of Conftantinopie, , 

25 See Jortin’s Remarks on Ecolefljifticdl Hiftbry, vol. iv. p.71. 

The thirty-third Oration of Gregjtay ^TasabafiSsefi affordsindeedfome 
fimilar ideas, even feme ffill mdre ridiculotts ; but" I ha ve not yet found 
the words of this remarkable pafTage, which I allege’ on thefaith of a 
' «orre< 5 t and liberal fcholar* 

vol. y. c deno- 
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CHAP, denominations, fubfifted in peace under the pro- 
xxvii, ^ te&ion of the Arians of Conftantinople : who en- 
deavoured to fecure the attachment of thofe ob- 
fcure fedtaries; while they abufed, with unrelent- 
ing feverity, the victory which they had obtained 

over the followers of the council of Nice. During 

the partial reigns of Conftantius and Valens, the 
feeble remnant of the Homooulians was de- 
prived , of the public and private exercife o f 
their religion ; and it has been obferved, in pa- 
thetic language, that the fcattered flock was left 
without a fliepherd to wander on the mountains, 
or to be devoured by rapacious wolves a % But, 
as their zeal, inftead of being fubdued, derived 
ftrength and vigour from oppreffion, they feized 
the firft moments of imperfedl freedom, which 
they acquired by the death of Valens, to form 
themfelves into a regular congregation, under 
Gregory the condudt of an epifcopal pallor. Two 
Nazianzen. Iiat } ves 0 f Cappadocia, Bafil, and Gregory 
Nazianzen /2 , were diftinguilhed above all their 
contemporaries 28 , by the rare union of profane 

16 See the thirty-fecond Oration, of Gregory Nazianzen, and the 
account of his own life, which he has compofed in 1800 iambics. 
Yet every phyfician is prone to exaggerate die inveterate nature of the 
difeafe which lie has cured. 

57 I confefs myfelf deeply indebted to the two lives of Gregory 
Nazianzen, compofed, with very different views, by Tillemont (Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. ix. p.305 — 560.692 — 731.), and LeClerc (Bjbliotheque 
Univerfelle, tom.xyiiL p. 1— 128.). 

XJnlefs Gregory Nazianzen miftook thirty years in his own age, 
he was born, as well as his friend Bafil, about the year 329. The 
prepofterous chronology of Suidas has been gracioufly received j be- 
caufe it removes the fcandal of Gregory’s father, a faint likewife, be- 
getting children, after he became a biihop (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef, 
So m. ix. p. 693— -697.). 

eloquence 
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eloquence and of orthodox piety. Thefe orators, CHAP, 
who might lometimes be compared, by them- , x ™ 1, , 
felves, and by the public, to’the mod celebrated 
of the ancient Greeks, were united by the ties 
of the ftricleft friendlhip. They had cultivated, 
with equal ardour, the lame liberal ltudies in 
the fchools of Athens ; they had retired, with 
equal devotion, to the fame folitude in the de- 
ferts of Pontus ; and every Tpark of emulation, 
or envy, appeared to be totally extinguiflied in 
the holy and ingenuous breads of Gregory and 
Bafil. But the exaltation of Bafil, from a pri- 
vate life to the archiepilcopal throne of Caefarea, 
difcovered to the world, and perhaps to himfelf, 
the pride of his character ; and the fil’d favour 
which he condefcended to bellow on his friend 
was received, and perhaps was intended, as a 
cruel infult 29 . Indead of employing the fupe- 
rior talents of Gregory in feme ufeful and con- 
fpicuous dation-, the haughty prelate feledted, 
among the fifty bilhoprics of his extenfive pro- 

19 Gregory’s Poem on his own Life contains fome beautiful lines 
(tom. ii. p. 8.), which burft from the heart, and fpeak the pangs of 
injured and loft friendfhip : 

TTOVOi xotvoi Aoywv, 

O^orEyo? te m ovvsrio ; j?to ?, 

Na; iif Ey uptyoiv .... 

Aisa-KsSocTCit vavTOiy EggKprwt 
A ugxt Cpsgacn ra; TTaXaiaj 

In the Midfummer Night’s Dream, Helenia addrefles the fame pathe- 
tic complaint to her friend Hermia : 

Is all the counfel that we two have fhared. 

The fifter’s vows, &c. 

Shakefpeare had never read the poems of Gregory Nazianzen, he was 
ignorant of the Greek language; but his mother-tongue, the language 
of Nature, is the fame in Cappadocia and in Britain. 

c a 
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CHAP, vinee, the wretched village^of Safima 30 , without 
i xx J il i water, without verdure, without fociety, fituate' 
at the junction of three highways, and frequented 
only by the inceflant p alfage of rude and cla- 
morous waggoners. Gregory fubmitted with 
reluctance to this humiliating exile : he was or- 
dained bifliop of Safima : but he folemnly pro- 
tefts, that he never confummated his fpiritual 
marriage with this difgufting bride. He after- 
wards confented to undertake the government of 
his native church of Nazianzus 3I , of which his 
father had been bilhop above five-and-forty years. 
But as lie was ftill confcious, that be deferved 
accepts the another audience, and another theatre, he ac- 
raiffion of qepted, with no unworthy ambition, the honour- 
nopie> able invitation, which was, addrefied to him from 
A.D.378. the orthodox party of Conftantinople. On his 
er ‘ arrival in the capital, Gregory was entertained 
in the houfe of a pious and charitable kinfman ; 
the moll fpacious room, was confecrated to the 
ides of religious worlhip; and the name of 
Anajtajia was chofen, to exprefs the refurreCtion 
of the Nicene faith. This private, conventicle 
was afterwards converted into a magnificent 
church j and the credulity of the fueceeding age 


30 This unfavourable, portrait of Safima is , drawn by Gregory 
Nazianzen (tom.ii. de Vita fua, p. 7, 8.). Its precife fituation, forty- 
nine miles froig., Archilais, and thirty-two from Tyana, is. fixed in the 
Itinerary of Antoninus (p. 144. edit. Wefleling). , 

31 The name, of Nasianzws has.been immortalifed hy Gregory; but 
his native town, under the Greek or Rqinan title ^of fiiocadarea (Til- 
lemqnt, , hfe^vEcclef. tom-i*. p, 69a.),, ^mentioned ; by. Pliny (vi. 3.), 
Ptolerny, and.IIisroples Xltfaerao Wefleling , p. 709.).., ' It appears to 
have been fituate oa„% .ejlge.of Ifaw‘3* , 
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was prepared to believe the miracles and vifions, 
which attefted the prefence, or at lead the pro- 
te6tion, of the Mother of God 31 . The pulpit of 
the Anaftafia was the fcene of the labours and 
triumphs of Gregory Nazianzen ; and, in the 
fpace of two years, he experienced all the fpiri- 
tual adventures which conftitute the profperous 
or adverfe fortunes of a miffionary 33 . The Ariaiis, 
who were provoked by the boldnefs of his enfcer- 
prife, reprefented his doctrine, as if he had 
preached three diftin6t and equal Deities $ and 
the devout populace was excited to fupprefSj by 
violence and tumult, the irregular alfemblies of 
the Athanafian heretics. From the cathedral of 
St* Sophia, there blued a motley crowd 44 of com- 
44 man beggars, who had forfeited their claim to 
44 pity ; of monks, who had the appearance of 
44 goats or fatyrs $ and of women more terrible 
44 than fo many Jezebels.” The doors of the 
Anaftalia were broke open ; much mifchief #as 
perpetrated, or attempted,- with {tick s, ft Ones, 
and firebrands ; and as a man loft his life in the 
affray, Gregory, who was fummoned the next 
morning before the magiftrate, had the fatisfac- 
tion of fuppofing, that he publicly confeffed the 
name of Chrift. After he was delivered from 
the fear and danger of a foreign enemy, his 
infant church was difgraced and diftradted by 

35 See Ducange, Conftant. Chriftiana, 1 * iv. p.141, 143. The 9 siss 
of Sozornen ( 1 . vii. c. 5.) is interpreted to mean the Virgin 

Mary. 

33 Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. Ix. p. 43a, &c.) diligently col- 
lets, enlarges, and explains, tlie oratorical and poetical hints of Gre* 
gory himfelf. ' 
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chap, inteftine faction. A Granger, who affumed the 
. XXV31, , name of Maximus 34 , and the cloak of a Cynic 
philofopher, infinuated himfelf into the confi- 
dence of Gregory; deceived and abufed his fa- 
vourable opinion ; and forming a fecret connec- 
tion with fome bilhops of Egypt, attempted, by 
a clandeftine ordination, to fupplant his patron 
in the epifcopal feat of Constantinople. Thefe 
mortifications might fometimes tempt the Cap- 
padocian million ary to regret his obfcu re foli- 
tude. But his fatigues were rewarded by the 
daily increafe of his fame and his congregation ; 
and he enjoyed the pleafure of* obferving, that 
the greater part of his numerous audience re- 
tired from his fermons, fatisfied with the elo- 
quence of the preacher 35 , or diffatisfied with 
Ihe manifold imperfections of their faith and 
practice 36 . 

Ruin of The Catholics of Conllantinople were ani- 
Arknifin niated with joyful confidence by the baptilm and 
fcmtinople, edict of Theodofius; and they impatiently waited 
A.D. 380. the effects of his gracious pro wife. Their hopes 
ov ‘ a6 ‘ were fpeedily accomplilhed ; and the Emperor, 
as foon as lie had finiftied the operations of the 
campaign, made his public entry into the capital 

34 He pronounced an oration (tom. i. Orat,xxiii. p.409.) in his 
praife ; but after their quarrel, the name of Maximus was changed 
into that of Heron (fee Jerom, tom. i. in Catalog. Script. Ecclef. 
p. 301.). I touch flightly on thefe obfcure and perfonal fqua'obles. 

35 Under the modeft emblem of a dream, Gregory (tom. ii. Carmen 
ix. p. 78.) defcribes his own fuccefs with fome human complacency. 
Yet it fhould feem, from his familiar converfation with Iiis auditor 
St. Jerom (tom. i. Epift. ad Nepotian. p. 14.) that the preacher im~ 
derflood the true value of popular applaufe. 

36 Lachrymal auditorum laude6 tuse fint, is the lively and judicious 
advice of St. Jerom, 
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at the head of a victorious army. The next day chap. 
after his arrival, he fummoned Damophilus to his y * . 

prefence ; and offered that Arian prelate the hard 
alternative of fubfcribing the Nicene creed, or of 
inflantly refigning, to the orthodox believers, the 
ufe and poffeffion of the epifcopal palace, the 
cathedral of St. Sophia, and all the churches 
of Conflantinople. The zeal of Damophilus, 
which in a Catholic faint would have beenjuflly 
applauded, embraced, without hefitation , a life 
of poverty and exile 37 , and his removal was 
immediately followed by the purification of the 
Imperial city. The Arians might complain, with 
fome appearance of jultice, that an inconfider- 
able congregation of feCtaries fliould ufurp the 
hundred churches which they were infufficient to 
fill : whilfl the far greater part of the people was 
cruelly excluded from every place of religious 
worfhip. Theodofius was flill inexorable: but 
as the angels who protected the Catholic caufe, 
were only vifible to the eyes of faith, he pru- 
dently reinforced thofe heavenly legions, with 
the more effectual aid of temporal and carnal 
weapons : and the church of St. Sophia was oc- 
cupied by a large body of the Imperial guards. If 
the mind of Gregory was fufceptible of pride, 
he muft have felt a very lively fatisfaCtion, when 
the Emperor conducted him through the ftreets 
in folemn triumph ; and, with his own hand, re- 

37 Socrates (1. v. c. 7.) and Sozomen (1. vii. c. 5.) relate the evange- 
lical words and a&iotis of Damophilus without a word of approbation. 

He confidered, fays Socrates, that it is difficult to rejijl the powerful ; 
but it was eafy, and would have been profitable, to fubmit. 
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chap, fpeclfully placed him on- the arcliiepifcopal throne 
> r *_■ of Constantinople. . But the faint (who had not 
fubdued the imperfections of human virtue) was 
deeply aheCted by the mortifying confideratioii, 
that liis entrance into the fold was that of a wolf, 
rather than of a fhepherd : that the glittering 
arms,, which furrounded his perfon, were necef- 
fary for his fafety ; and, that he alone was the oh- 
jedt of the imprecations of a great party, whom, 
as men and citizens, it was impoffible for him to 
defpife. He beheld the innumerable multitude 
of either fex, and of every age, who crowded 
the ftreets, the windows, and the roofs of the 
houfes ; he heard the tumultuous voice of rage, 
grief, aftonilhment, and defpair ; and Gregory 
fairly confeffes, that on the memorable day of 
his inftallation, the capital of the Eaft wore the 
appearance of a city taken by dorm, and in the 
hands of a barbarian conqueror 3 ®. About fix 
weeks afterwards, Theodolius declared his re- 
folution of expelling from all the churches of 
his dominion, the bifhops and their clergy, 
who iliould obftinately refufe to believe, or at 
lead to profefs, the doctrine of the council of 
in the Eaft, Nice. His lieutenant Sapor was armed with 
t]ie am P le P owers of a general law, a fpecial 
commiffion, and a military force 39 ; and this 

39 See Gregory Nazianzen, tom.it. de Vitafua, p. 21, 22. For the 
fake of pofterity, the Bilhop of Conftantinople records a ftupendous 
prodigy, in the month of November, it was a cloudy morning, but 
the fun broke forth, when the proceffion entered the church. 

39 Of the three ecclefiaftical hiftorians, Theodoret alone (I. v. c. 2.) 
has mentioned this important commiffion of Sapor, which Tillemont 
(Ilift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 728.) judicioufly removes, from the 
reign of Gratian, to that of Theodofius. 
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ecclefiaftical revolution was conduced with fo c n A p. 
much difcretion and vigour, that the religion of xx y iL , 
the Emperor was eftablilhed, without tumult, or 
blooclfhed, in all the provinces of the Eaft. The 
writings of the Arians, if they had been permit- 
ted to exiil 4? , would perhaps contain the la- 
mentable ftory of the perfecution, which afflicted 
the church under the reign of the impious 
Theodofius ; and the fnfferings of their holy 
confeffors might claim the pity of the difin- 
terefted reader. Yet there is reafon to imagine, 
that the violence of zeal and revenge was, in 
fome meafure, eluded by the want of refinance ; 
and that, in their adverfity, the Arians difplayed 
much dels firmnefs, than had been exerted by 
the orthodox party under the reigns of Con- 
ft an tins and Vaiens, The moral character and 
conduct of the hoftile fedts appear to have been «• 
governed by the fame common principles of 
nature and religion : but a very material circum- 
ftance may be discovered, which tended to dif- 
tinguilh the degrees of their theological faith. 

Both parties in the fchools, as well as in the tem- 
ples, acknowledged and worfhipped the divine 
majefty of Chrift ; and, as we are always prone 
to impute our own fentiments and paffions to the 
Deity, it would be deemed more prudent and 
refpedtful to exaggerate, than to circumfcribe, 
the adorable perfections of the Son of God. The 
difciple of Athanafius exulted in the proud con- 

40 I do not reckon Pluloftorgius, though he mentions ( 1 . ix. c. 19.) 
the expulfion of Damoghilug. The Eunoipiau hiftorian has been 
carefully ftrained through an orthodox fieve. 
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fidence, that he had entitled himfelf to the divine 
favour; while the follower of Arius mult have 
been tormented, by the feeret apprehenfion, that 
he was guilty, perhaps, of an unpardonable 
offence, by the fcanty praife, and parfimonious 
honours, which he beftowed on the Judge of the 
W o rid. The opinions of Arianifm in ight fatisfy 
a cold and Speculative mind ; but the dodfcrine 
of the Nicene creed, molt powerfully recom- 
mended by the merits of faith and devotion, was 
much better adapted to become popular and 
fccceisful in a believing age. 

The hope that truth and wifdom would be 
found in the affemblies of the orthodox clergy, 
induced the Emperor to convene, at Conftanti- 
nople, a fynod of one hundred and fifty bifhops, 
who proceeded, without much difficulty or delay, 
to complete the theological fyftem which had 
been eltablifhed in the council of Nice. The 
vehement difputes of the fourth century had been 
chiefly employed on the nature of the Son of 
God ; and the various opinions which Were em- 
braced concerning the Second, were extended and 
transferred, by a natural analogy, to the Third 
perfon of the Trinity 41 . Yet it was found, or it 
was thought neceffary, by the vi6iorious adver- 
faries of Arianifm, to explain the ambiguous lan- 

+I Le derc has given a curious extra# (Bibliotheque Univerfelle, 
tom. xviii. p. 91— 105.) of the theological fermons which Gregory 
Nazianzen pronounced at Conftantinople againft the Arians, Euno- 
mians, Macedonians, &c. He tells the Macedonians, who deified the 
Father and the Son, without the Holy Ghoft, that they might as 
well be ftyled Ti ’iiejjh as DitbMs. Gregory himfelf was almoft 
a Tritheift ; and his monarchy of heaven rcfembles a well-regulated 
ariftocracy. 
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guage of fome refpe&able doctors j to confirm chap. 
the faith of the Catholics ; and to condemn an XXV1L 
unpopular and inconfiftent fe6t of Macedonians ; 
who freely admitted that th e Son was confublian- 
tial to the Father, while they were fearful of Teem- 
ing to acknowledge the exiltence of' Three Gods. 

A final and unanimous fentence was pronounced 
to ratify the equal Deity of the Holy Ghoft j the 
myfterious dodtrine has been received by all the 
nations, and all the churches of the Chriftian 
world 5 and their grateful reverence has affigned 
to the bifhops of Theodofius, the fecond rank 
among the general councils 44 . Their knowledge 
of religious truth may have been preferved by 
tradition, or it may have been communicated 
by infpiration ; but the fober evidence of hiftory 
will not allow much weight to the perfonal au- 
thority of the Fathers of Conflantinople. In an 
age, when the eccleiiaftics had fcandaloufly dege- 
nerated from the model of apoftolical purity, 
the raoft worthlefs and corrupt were always the 
raoft eager to frequent, and difturb, the epifcopal 
affemblies. The conflidt and fermentation of fo » 
many oppofite interefts and tempers inflamed the 
paflions of the bilhops : and their ruling paffions 
were, the love of gold, and the love of difpute. 

Many of the fame prelates who now applauded 
the orthodox piety of Theodofius, had repeatedly 
changed, with prudent flexibility, their creeds 

42 The firft general council of Conflantinople now triumphs in the 
Vatican : but the popes had long hefitated, and their hefitation per- 
plexes, and almoft flaggers, the humble Tillemont (Meni. Ecclef. 
tom.ix. p.499,500.). 

and 
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CHAP. and opinions.; .and in the various revolutions of 
xxvil. £} ie church, and fiate, the religion of their fove- 
r ~“~ 3 reign was the rule of their oblequious faith. 
When the Emperor fufpended his prevailing influ- 
ence, the turbulent fynod was blindly impelled 
by the abfurd or felflfli motives of pride, hatred, 
and refentment. The death of Meletius, which 
happened at the council of Conftantinople, pre- 
fented the molt favourable opportunity of termi- 
nating the fchifna of Antioch, by fuffering his 
aged rival, Paulinus, peaceably to end his days 
in the epifcopal chair. The faith and virtues of 
Paulinus were unblemifhed. But his caufe was 
fupported by the Weftern churches; and the 
bifhops of the fynod refolved to perpetuate the 
mifchiefs of difcord, by the hafty ordination of a 
perjured candidate % rather than to betray the 
imagined dignity of the Eaft, which had been 
illnftrated by the birth and death of the Son of 
God. Such unjuft, and diforderly proceedings 
forced the graved; members of the aflembly to 
diflent and to fecede ; and the clamorous ma- 
jority, which remained matters of the field of 
battle, could be compared only to wafps or mag- 
pies, to a flight of cranes, or to a flock of geefe 41 . 

A fuf- 


41 Before the death of Meletius, fix or eight of his moft popular 
ecclefiaftics, among whom was Flavian, had abjured, for the fake of 
peace, the bifhopric of Antioch (Sozomen, l.vii. c. 3. 11. Socrates, 
1 . v. c. 5.). Tillemont thinks it his duty to difbelieve the Rory ; but 
he owns that there are many circumflances in the life of Flavian, which 
jeem ineonfiihmt -with- the pules of Chryfqftom, and the character of 
a faint (Mem. Ecclef. tom. x. p. 541,). 

44 Confult Gregory Nazianzen, de Vita fua, tom. ii. p. 25 — His 
general and particular opinion of the clergy and their afiemblies may 

be 
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A fufpicion may poffibly arife, that fo unfa- C h a p. 
vourable a picture of e c cl efiall i c al fy no els has been 
drawn by the partial hand of fome obftinate here- Retreat of 
tic, or forae malicious infidel. But the name of 
the fin cere hiflorian who has conveyed this in- a.d. 381. 
ftru olive lefibn to the knowledge of pofierity, 
muff filence the impotent m urmurs of fuperftition 
and bigotry. He was one of the molt pious and 
eloquent bifliops of the age j a faint and a do6ior 
of the church ; the fcourge of Arianifin, and the 
pillar of the orthodox faith* a diftingtiifhed mem- 
ber of the council of Confiantinople, in which, 
after the death of Meletius, lie exercifed the 
fun6tions of prefident : in a word— -Gregory 
Nazianzen himfelf. The harlh and ungenerous 
treatment which he experienced 45 , inftead of 
derogating from the truth of his evidence, affords 
an additional proof of the fpirit which a6tuated 
the deliberations of the fynod. Their unanimous 
fuffrage had confirmed the pretentions which the 
Bifiiop of Conftantinople derived from the choice 
of the people, and the approbation of the Em- 
peror. But Gregory foon became the victim of 
malice and envy. The bifiiops of the Eaft, his 
ftrenuous adherents, provoked by his moderation 

be feen in verfe and pvofe (tom. i. Orat. i. p. 33. Epift.lv. p. 814. 
tom. ii. Carmen x. p. 81.). Such paflages are faintly marked by 'illle- 
mont, and fairly produced by Le Clerc. 

See Gregory, tom. ii. de Vita fua, p. %Z — 31. The fourteenth, 
twenty-feveritb, and thirty-fecoHd' 1 Orations ^ere - prdfifminced" in the 
feveral ftages of this bufmefs. The' peroration of the laft (tom. i. 
p; 528.), in whkh he’takesa. falemn leaveof'men afldartgels; : the* city 
and the EmperOTy the-'Eaft and the-Weft, &c. is |»aUi^iey ahd 4 ahrioift 
fublime. 
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c h A P. in the affairs of Antioch , abandoned him, without 
, X L fupport, to tlie adverfe faction of the Egyptians ; 
who difpitted the validity of his election, and 
rigorpufly afferted the obfolete canon, that prohi- 
bited the licentious practice of epifcopal tranfla- 
tions. The pride, or the humility, of Gregory, 
prompted him to decline a conteft which might 
have been imputed to ambition and avarice ; and 
he publicly offered, not without fome mixture of 
indignation, to renounce the government of a 
church, which had been reilored, and almoft 
created, by his labours. His reffgnation was ac- 
cepted by the ly nod, and by the Emperor, with 
more readinefs than he feems to have expedted. 
At the time when he might have hoped to enjoy 
the fruits of his vidlory, his epifcopal throne was 
filled by the fen ator N edlariu s ; and the new arch- 
bifhop, accidentally recommended by his eafy 
temper and venerable afpedl, was obliged to de- 
lay the ceremony of his confec ration, till he had 
previoufly difpatched the rites of his baptifm A 
After this remarkable experience of the ingra- 
titude of princes and prelates, Gregory retired 
once more to his obfcure folitude of Cappadocia; 
where he employed tbe remainder of his life, 
about eight years, in the exercifes of poetry and 
devotion. The title of faint has been added to 

46 The whimfical ordination of Nedlarius is attefted by Sozomen 
(I* vii* c. 8.) ; but Tillemont obferves (Mem. Ecclef, tom.ix. p. 719.), 
Apres tout, ce narre de Sozomene eft ft honteux pour tous ceux qu’il y 
mele, et furtout pour Theodofe, qu’il vaut mieux travailler a le de- 
truire, qu’ a Ie foutenir ; an admirable canon of criticifm. 

his 
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Itis name ; but the tendernefs of his heart 47 , and c H A p. 
the elegance of his genius, reflect a more pleafiog t xx m , 
luftre on the memory of Gregory Nazianzen. 

It was not enough that Theodofius had flip- Edi&s of 
prelied the infolent reign of Arianifm, or that he 
had abundantly revenged the injuries which the thehere- 
Catholics fuftained from the zeal of Conftantius ticc ^ D 
and Valens. The orthodox Emperor conlidered 380—394. 
every heretic as a rebel againft the fupreme 
powers of heaven and of earth ; and each ofthofe 
powers might exercife their peculiar jurifdi&ion 
over the foul and body of the guilty. The de- 
crees of the council of Conltantinople had afcer- 
tained the true llandard of the faith ; and the 
ecclefiaftics, who governed the confidence of 
Theodofius, fuggeftecl the molt effectual methods 
of perfecution. In the fpace of fifteen years, he 
promulgated at lealt fifteen fevere edicts againft 
the heretics 43 ; more especially againft thofe who 
rejected the doCtrine of the Trinity $ and to de- 
prive them of every hope of efcape, he fternly 
enabled, that if any laws* or refcripts, fiiould 
be alleged in their favour, the judges fhould 
confider them as the illegal productions either of 
fraud, or forgery. The penal ftatutes were di- 
rected againft the minifters, the affemblies, and 
the perfons, of the heretics ; and the paffions of 
the legiflator were expreffed in the language of 

47 I can only be understood to mean, that filch was his natural 
temper ; when it was not hardened, or inflamed, by religious 2eal. 

From his retirement, he exhorts Ne&arius to profecute the heretics of 
Conftantinople. 

48 See the Theodofian Code, 1 . xvi. tit. v. 1 . 6 — 33., with Gode- 
froy’s commentary on each law, and his general fummary, or Para- 
tftlon, tom.vi. p. 104— -no, 

declama- 
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c h A P. declamation and invedfcive. 1. The heretical 

, XX J IL teachers, who ufurped the facred titles of Biihops, 
or Prefbyters, were not only excluded from the 
privileges and emoluments fo liberally granted to 
the orthodox clergy, but they were expofed to 
the heavy penalties of exile and confifcation, if 
they pr dinned to preach the dodbrine, or to prac- 
tife the rites, of their accurjecl fedts. A fine of 
ten pounds of gold (above four hundred pounds 
fterling) was impofed on every perfon who lllould 
dare to confer, or receive, or promote an hereti- 
cal ordination ; and it was reafonably expedted, 
that if the race of pallors could be extinguiflied, 
their helplefs flocks would be compelled, by ig- 
norance and hunger, to return within the pale 
of the Catholic church. II. The rigorous prohi- 
bition of conventicles was carefully extended to 
every poffible circumflance, in which the heretics 
could affetnble with the intention of worfhipping 
God and Chrift according to the didlates of their 
confluence. Their religious meetings, whe- 
ther public or fecret, by day or by night, in 
cities or in the country, were equally profcribed 
by the edidts of Theodofius ; and the building 
or ground, which had been ufed' for that illegal 
purpofe, was forfeited to the Imperial domain. 
III. It was fuppofed, that the error of the here- 
tics could proceed only from the obftinate tem- 
per of their minds ; and that fuch a temper was 
a fit objedl of cerifure and ptfnifhment. The 
anathemas of the church were, fortified by a fort 
of civil excommunication ; which feparated them 
frorh their MoW-citizens, by a peculiar brand of 

infamy ; 
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infamy ; and this declaration of the fupreme ma« chap. 
gift rate tended to juftify, or at leaft to excufe, the v „ 

infults of a fanatic populace. The fedtaries were 
gradually difqualified for the poffeffion of honour- 
able, or lucrative, employments; and Theodofius 
was Satisfied with his own juftice, when he de- 
creed, that as the Eunomians diftinguifhed the 
nature of the Son from that of the Father, they 
fhould be incapable of making their wills, or of 
receiving any advantage from teftamentary dona- 
tions. The guilt of the Manichasan herefy was 
efteemed of fuch magnitude, that it could be 
expiated only by the death of the offender; and 
the fame capital punifliment was infixed on the 
Audians, or Quartodecimans 4 % who fhould dare 
to perpetrate the atrocious crime, of celebrating, 
on an improper day, the feftival of Eafter, Every 
Roman might exercife the right of public accu- 
fation ; but the office of Inquifitor of the Faith, a 
name fo defervedly abhorred, was firft inftituted 
under the reign of Theodofius. Yet we are af- 
fured that the execution of his penal edidls was 
feldom enforced ; and that the pious Emperor 
appeared lefs delirous to punifh than to reclaim, 
or terrify, his refradtory fubjedts 56 . 

The theory of perfection was eftablifhed by Execution 
Theodofius, whofe juftice and piety have been J-^ifandhi* 
applauded by the faints : but the pradtice of it, affociates. 

A. D. 385. 

45 They always kept their Eafter, like the Jewifh PafTover, on the 
fourteenth day of the firft moon after the vernal equinox ; and thus per- 
tinacioufly oppofed the Roman church and Nicene fynod, which had 
fixed Eafter to a Sunday. Bingham’s Antiquities, 1 . xx, c. 5. vol.ii. 
p.309. fol. edit. 

50 Sozomen, 1 . yii. c. x%. 

vol. v. b in 
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c h A P. in the fulleft extent, was referved for his rival 
, , and colleague, Maximus, the firft among the 

Chriftian princes, who fhed the blood of his 
Chriftian fubjedfcs, on account of their religious 
opinions. The came of the Prifcillianifts sx , a 
recent fedl of heretics, who difturbed the pro- 
vinces of Spain, was transferred, by appeal, 
from the lynod of Bourdeaux to the Imperial 
confiftory of Treves; and by the lenience of 
►the Praetorian prsefe6t, l even perfons were tor- 
tured, condemned, and executed. The firft of 
thefe was prifcillian 52 himfelf, Bilhop of Avila 53 , 
in Spain ; who adorned the advantages of birth 
•and fortune, by the accomplifhments of elo- 
quence and learning. Twoprefbyters, and two 
deacons, accompanied their beloved mailer in 
his death, which they efteemed as a glorious 
- martyrdom ; and the number of religious vic- 
tims was completed by the execution of Latro- 
nian, a poet, who rivalled the fame of the an- 
cients ; and of Euchroeia, a noble matron of 
• Bourdeaux, the widow of the orator Delphi- 

51 See the Sacred Iliftory of Sulpicras Severus (I. ii. p. 437 — 45 
edit. Lugd, Bat. 1647.), a correct and original writer. Dr. Lardner 
(Credibility, &c. part ii. vol. ix. p. 356 — 350.) has laboured this 
article with pure learning, good fenfe, and moderation. Tille.mont 
(Mem.Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 491 — 537.) has raked together all the dirt 
of the fathers ; an ufeful fcavenger ! 

33 Severus Snlpicius mentions the arch-heretic with efteem and pity. 
Fadix profedto, fi non pravo Audio corrumpiffet optimum ingenium : 
prorfus multa in eo animi et corporis bona cerneres (Hift. Sacra. 1. ii. 

• P'439*) Evenijerom (tom. i. in Script. Ecclef. p. 302.) fpeaks with 
temper of Prifcillian and Latronian. 

53 The bifliopric (in old Caftiie) is now worth 30,000 ducats a year 
(Bn felling’s Geography, vol.ii. p.308.), and is therefore much lefs 
likely to produce the author of a new herefy. 

dius. 
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dius s4 . Two bilhops, who had embraced the 
fentiments of Prifcillian, were condemned to a 
diftant and dreary exile S5 ; and fome indulgence 
was lliewn to the meaner criminals, who affumed 
the merit of an early repentance. If any cre- 
dit could be allowed to confeffions extorted by 
fear or pain, and to vague reports, the offspring 
of malice and credulity, the herefy of the PriC. 
cillianifts would be found to include the various 
abominations of magic, of impiety, and of lewd- 
nefs s6 i Prifcillian, who wandered about the 
world in the company of his fpiritual filters, 
was accufed of praying flark-naked in the midft 
of the congregation 5 and it was confidently af- 
ferted that the effedts of his criminal intercourfe 
with the daughter of Euchrocia, had been fup- 
prefled, by means Hill more odious and crimi- 
nal. But an accurate, or rather a candid, en- 
quiry, will difcover, that if the Prifcillianifts 
violated the laws of nature, it was not by the 
licentioufnefs, but by the aufterity, of their 
lives. They abfolutely condemned the ufe of 
the marriage-bed; and the peace of families 
was often diflurbed by indifcreet reparations* 
They enjoined, or recommended, a total abfti- 
nence from all animal food ; and their continual 

Sf Exprobabatur mulieri viduse nimia religio, et diligentius culta 
divinitas (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xij. 2.9). Such was the idea of 
humane, though ignorant, Polytheift. 

55 One of them was fent in Syllinam infulam quae ultra Britanniam, 
eft. What muft have been the ancient condition of the rocks of Scilly 
(Camden’s Britannia, vol. ii. p, 1519.) ? 

56 The fcandalous calumnies of Auguftin, Pope Leo, &c. which 
Tillemont fwallows like a child, and Lardner refutes like a man, may 
Tuggeft fome candid fufpicions in favour of the older Gnoftics. 

d 2 prayers, 
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prayers, falls, and vigils, inculcated a rule of 
ftridt and perfedt devotion. The fpeculative te- 
nets of the fedfc, concerning the perfon of Chrilt, 
and the nature of the human foul, were derived 
from the Gnoftic and Manichsean fyltem ; and 
this vain philofophy, which had been tranfported 
from Egypt to Spain, was ill adapted to the 
groffer Spirits of the Welt. The obfcure difci- 
ples of Prifcillian fudered, languished, and gra- 
dually disappeared : his tenets were rejected by 
the clergy and people, but his death was the Sub- 
ject of a long and vehement controverfy ; while 
feme arraigned, and others applauded, the juftice 
of his fentence. It is with pleafure that we can 
obferve the humane inconliltency of the molt 
illuftrious faints and bilhops, Ambrofe of Mi- 
lan 5J , and Martin of Tours 58 ; who, on this oc- 
cafion, aflerted the caufe of toleration. They 
pitied the unhappy men, who had been executed 
at Treves; they refufed to hold communication 
with their epifcopal murderers ; and if Martin 
deviated from that generous refutation, his mo- 
tives were laudable, and his repentance was ex- 
emplary. The bifliops of Tours and Milan pro- 
nounced, without hefitation, the eternal dam- 
nation of heretics ; but they were furprifed, and 
flocked, by the bloody image of their temporal 
death, and the honeft feelings of nature refilled 

57 Ambrof. tom. ii. Epift. xxir. p. 891. 

58 In the Sacred Hiltory, and the Life of St. Martin, Sulpicius Se- 
vens ufes fome caution 5 but he declares bimfeif more freely, ia the 
Dialogues (iii. 15.). Martin was reproved, however, by his own 
confcience, and by an angel ; nor could he ' afterwards perform mira- 
sles with fo much eafe. 

' ■ < * the 
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the artificial prejudices of theology. The hu- C X ^^ I P ' 
inanity of Ambrofe and Martin was eonfirmed by 
the fcandalous irregularity of the proceedings 
againft Prifcillian, and his adherents. The civil 
and ecclefiaftical minifters had tranfgreffed the 
limits of their refpefftive provinces. The fecular 
judge had prefumed to receive an appeal, and 
to pronounce a definitive fentence, in a matter 
of faith and epifcopal jurifdiiStion. The bifliops 
had difgraced themfelves by exercifing the func- 
tion of accufers in a criminal profecution. 

The cruelty of Ithacius 5 *, who beheld the tor- 
tures, and folicited the death of the heretics, 
provoked the juft indignation of mankind ; and 
the vices of that profligate bifhop were admitted 
as a proof, that his zeal was inftigated by the 
fordid motives of intereft. Since the death of 
Prifcillian, the rude attempts of perfection have 
been refined and methodifed in the holy office, 
which affigns their diftindf parts to the eccle- 
fiaftical and fecular powers. The devoted vidtirn 
is regularly delivered by the prieft to the magi- 
ftrate, and by the magiftrate to the executioner ; 
and the inexorable fentence of the church, which 
declares the fpiritual guilt of the offender, is 
expreffed in the mild language of pity and in- 
terceffion. 

Among the ecclefiaftics, who illuftrated the Ambrofe, 
reign of Theodoftus, Gregory Nazianzen was dif- 
tinguiftied by the talents of an eloquent preacher $ a.d. 

374 — 397 * 

59 The Catholic prelbyters (Sulp. Sever. 1 . ii. p. 448.), and the Pagan 
Orator (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 29.), reprobate, with equal in- 
dignation, the character and conduit of Ithacius. 

D 3 
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the reputation of miraculous gifts added weight 
and dignity to the monattic virtues of Martin of 
Tours 60 1 but the palm of epifcopal vigour and 
ability was juftly claimed by the intrepid Am- 
brofe 6l . He was defcended from a noble family 
bf Romans j his father had exercifed the im- 
portant office of Praetorian praefe6t of Gaul 5 
and the fon, after palling through the ftudies 
of a liberal education, attained, in the regular 
gradation of civil honours, the ftation of con- 
fular of Liguria, a province which included the 
Imperial refidence of Milan. At the age of 
thirty-four, and before he had received the fa- 
crament of baptifm, Ambrofe, to his own fur., 
prife, and to that of the world, was fuddenly 
transformed from a governor to an archbifhop. 
Without the lead mixture, as it is faid, of art or 
. intrigue, the whole body of the people imani- 
moufly faluted him with the epifcopal title ; the 
concord and perfeverance of their acclamations 
were afcribed to a preternatural impulfe ; and 
the relu 6lant magiflrate was compelled to under- 
take a fpiritual office, for which he was not pre- 
pared by the habits and occupations of his 
former life. But the active force of his genius 

The Life of St. Martin, and the Dialogues concerning his mi- 
racles, contain fadts adapted to the grofleft faarbanfm, in a ftyie not 
unworthy of the Auguftan age. So natural is the alliance between 
good talle and good fenfe, that I am always ailonifhed by this 
contrail. 

61 The ihort and fuperficial Life of St. Ambrofe, by his deacon 
Paulinus (Appendix ad edit. Benedict, p. i — xv.), has the merit of 
original evidence. Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. x. p. 78 — 306.),, 
and the Benedi&yje editors (p.xxxi — Ixiii.j, have laboured with their 
ttfual diligence. 

foon 
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foon qualified liim to exercife, with zeal and CHAP, 
prudence, the duties of his ecclefiaftical jurif- 
di6tion ; and, while he cheerfully renounced the 
vain and fplendid trappings of temporal great- 
nefs, he condefcended, for the good of the church, 
to direct the confcience of the emperors, and to 
controul the adminiftration of the empire. Gra- 
tian loved and revered him as a father ; and the 
elaborate treatife on the faith of the Trinity; was 
defigned for the inftrudlion of the young prince. 

After his tragic death, at a time when the Em- 
prefs Judina trembled for her own fafety, and 
for that of her fon Valentinian, the archbifhop of 
Milan was difpatched, on two different embaffies, 
to the court of Treves. He exercifed with equal 
hrmnefs and dexterity, the powers of his fpiri- 
tual and political characters ; and perhaps con- 
tributed, by his authority and eloquence, to check 
the ambition of Maximus, and to proteCt the 
peace of Italy 6a . Ambrofe had devoted his life, 
and his abilities, to the fervice of the church. 

Wealth was the objedl of his contempt ; he had 
renounced his private patrimony; arid he fold, 
without hefitation, the confecrated plate, for the 
redemption of captives. The clergy and people 
of Milan were attached to their archbifhop ; and 
lie deferved the efleem, without foliciting the 
favour, or apprehending the difpleafure, of his 
feeble fovereigns. 

The government of Italy, and of the young Hisfuccefs- 
Emperor, naturally devolved to his mother Juf- ^ n °to£ 

Ambrofe himfelf (tom. ii.. Epift. xxiv. p.888 — 891.) gives the 
Emperor a very fpirited account of his own embaffy. 

D4 tina. 
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chap tina, a woman of beauty and fpirit, but who, in 
the midft of an orthodox people, had the misfor- 
Emprefs tune of profeffing the Arian herefy, which ihe 
^^ na ’ endeavoured to inftil into the mind of her fon. 
April 3!^ Juftina was perfuaded, that a Roman emperor 
April is. might claim, in his own dominions, the public 
exercife of his religion ; andfhe propofed to the 
archbifliop, as a moderate and reafonable con- 
ceffion, that he fhould refign the ufe of a Angle 
church, either in the city or fuburbs of Milan. 
But the conduct of Anibrofe was governed by 
very different principles 6 h The palaces of the 
earth might indeed belong to Csefar; but the 
churches were the houfes of God; and, within 
the limits of his diocele, he himfelf, as the lawful 
fucceffor of the apoftles, was the only minifler 
of God. The privileges of Chriftianity, tem- 
poral as well as fpiritual, were confined to the 
true believers ; and the mind of Ambrofe was fa- 
tisfied, that his own theological opinions were 
the ftandard of truth and orthodoxy. The arch- 
bifliop, who refufed to hold any conference, 
or negociation, with the inflruments of Satan, 
declared, with modeft firmnefs, his refolution to 
die a martyr, rather than to yield to the impious 
facrilege; and Juftina, who refented the re- 
fufal as an act of infolence and rebellion, haftily 
determined to exert the Imperial prerogative of 
her fon. As ihe defired to perform her public 


153 His own reprefentation of Ms principles and conduct (tom. ii. 
Epift. xx, xxi, xxii. p. 852 — 880.) is one of the curious monuments of 
ecclefialtical antiquity. It contains two letters to his filler Marceliina, 
with a petition to Valentinian, and the fermon de JBaJilkis non 
iradendis. 
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devotions on the approaching feflivai of Eafter, c H A p. 
Ambrofe was ordered to appear before the coun- xxvir - 
cih He obeyed the fummons with the refpe£t 
of a faithful fubje6t, but he was followed, with- 
out his content, by an innumerable people : they 
preffed, with impetuous zeal, againft the gates of 
the palace; and the affrighted minifters of Valen- 
tinian, inftead of pronouncing a fentence of exile 
on the archbifhop of Milan, humbly requeued 
that he would interpofe his authority, to protect 
the perfon of the Emperor, and to reft ore the 
tranquillity of the capital. But the promifes which 
Ambrofe received and communicated, were foon 
violated by a perfidious court *, and, during fix of 
the moll foleran days, which Chriftian piety has 
fet apart for the exercife of religion, the city was 
agitated by the irregular convulfions of tumult 
and fanaticifm. The officers of the houfehold 
were directed to prepare, firft, the Portian, and 
afterwards, the new, Bajilica , for the immediate 
reception of the Emperor and his mother. The 
fplendid canopy and hangings of the royal feat 
were arranged in the cuftomary manner ; but it 
was found neceffary to defend them, by a ftrong 
guard, from the infults of the populace. The 
Arian ecclefiaflics, who ventured to fliew them- 
felves in the ftreets, were expofed to the mo ft 
imminent danger of their lives: and Ambrofe en- 
joyed the merit and reputation of refcuing his 
perfon al enemies from the hands of the enraged 
multitude. , 

But while he laboured to reftrain the effects of 
their zeal, the pathetic vehemence of his fer- 

mons 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

mons continually inflamed the angry and feditious 
temper of the people of Milan. The characters 
of Eve, of the wife of Job, of Jezebel, of Here- 
dias, were indecently applied to the mother of the 
Emperor $ and her defire to obtain a church for 
the Arians, was compared to the moft cruel per- 
fections which Chriftianity had endured under 
the reign of Paganifm. The meafures of the 
court ferved only to expofe the magnitude of the 
evil. A fine of two hundred pounds of gold was 
impofed on the corporate body of merchants and 
manufacturers: an order was fignified, in the 
name of the Emperor, to all the officers, and in- 
ferior fervants, of the courts of juftice, that, dur- 
ing the continuance of the public diforders, they 
fhould ftriCtly confine themfelves to their houfes: 
and the minifters of Valentinian imprudently 
confefied, that the molt refpeCtable part of the 
citizens of Milan was attached to the caufe of 
their archbifliop. He was again folicited to re- 
store peace to his country, by a timely compliance 
with the will of his Sovereign. The reply of Am- 
brofe was couched in the moft humble and re- 
fpeClful terms, which might, however, be inter- 
preted as a ferious declaration of civil war. “ His 
* e life and fortune were in the hands of the Em- 
se peror j but he would never betray the church 
" of ChriftjOr degrade the dignity of the epifeopai 
<e character. In fuch a caufe, he was prepared 
66 to fuller whatever the malice of the daemon 
ec could infliCt ; and he only wiflied to die in the 
“ prefence of his faithful flock, and at the foot of 
“ the altar ; he had not contributed to excite, 
i “ but 
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* c but it was in the power of God alone to ap- c 
u peafe, the rage of the people : he deprecated 
“ the fcenes of blood and confuiion, which were 
e< likely to enfue ; and it was his fervent prayer, 

“ that he might not furvive to behold the ruin 
c6 of a flourilhing city, and perhaps the defolation 
cc of all Italy The obftinate bigotry of Juf- 
tina would have endangered the empire of her 
fon, if, in this conteft with the church and people 
of Milan, fhe could have depended on the adtive 
obedience of the troops of the palace. A large 
body of Goths had marched to occupy the Baju 
lica , which was the objedt of the difpute : and 
it might be expedled from the Arian principles, 
and barbarous manners, of thefe foreign merce- 
naries, that they would not entertain any fcruples 
in the execution of the moft fanguinary orders. 
They were encountered, on the facred threshold, 
by the archbifhop, who, thundering againft them 
a fentence of excommunication, afked them, in 
the tone of a father and a mailer, Whether it was 
to invade the houfe of God, that they had im- 
plored the hofpitable protedtion of the republic ? 
The fufpenfe of the Barbarians allowed fome 
hours for a more effedlual negociation ; and the 
Emprefs was perfuaded, by the ad vice of herwifeft 
counfellors, to leave the Catholics in pofleffion 
of all the churches of Milan ; and to diflemble, 

64 Retz liad a iimilar meflage from the Queen, to requeft that he 
would, appeafe the tumult of Paris. It was no longer in his power, & c. 

A quoi j’ajoutai tout ce que vous pouvez vous imaginer de refpeft, de 
douleur,- de regret, et de foumiflion, &c. (Memoires, tom. i, p* 140.), 
Certainly I do not compare either the caufes, or the men ; yet the 
coadjutor hirafelf had fopie idea (p. 84.) of imitating St. Ambroie. 

till 
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chap, till a more convenient feafon, her intentions of 

^ XXVII. ^ revenge. The mother of Yalentinian could never 
forgive the triumph of Ambrofe ; and the royal 
youth uttered a paflionate exclamation, that his 
own fervants were ready to betray him into the 
hands of an infolent priefiL 

A.D. 386. The laws of the empire, fome of which were 
infcribed with the name of Valentinian, Hill con- 
demned the Arian herefy, and feemed to excufe 
the refiftance of the Catholics. By the influence 
of Juftin, an edidt of toleration was promulgated 
in all the, provinces which were fubjedl to the 
court of Milan ; the free exercife of their/eligion 
was granted to thofe who profefled the faith of 
Rimini; and the Emperor declared, that all per- 
fons who fliouid infringe this facred and falu- 
tary conflitution, ihould be capitally puniflied, 
as the enemies of the public peace 6s . The cha- 
racier and language of the archbifliop of Milan 
may juftify the fufpicion, that his conduct foon 
afforded a reafonable ground, or at leaft a fpe- 
cious pretence, to the Arian miniflers, who 
watched the opportunity of furprifing him in 
fome adt of difobedience to a law, which he 
ftrangely reprefents as a law of blood and ty- 
ranny. A fentence of eafy and honourable 
baniihment was pronounced, which enjoined 
Ambrofe to depart from Milan without delay $ 
whilft it permitted him to chufe the place of his 
exile, and the number of his companions. But 
the authority of the faints, who have preached 
and pradtifed the maxims of paflive loyalty, 

65 Sozomen alone (1. vai. c. 13), throws this luminous fatSl into a 
dark and perplexed narrative. • / ' ■ * 

15 appeared 
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appeared to Ambrofe of lefs moment than the c H A P. 
extreme and prefling danger of the church. He c xx J IL . 
boldly refufed to obey 5 and his refufal was flip- 
ported by the unanimous confent of iiis faithful 
people They guarded by turns the perfon of 
their arehbilhop ; the gates of the cathedral and 
the epifcopal palace were ftrongly fecured ; and 
the Imperial troops, who had formed the block- 
ade, were unwilling to rilk the attack, of that 
impregnable fortrefs. The numerous poor, who 
had been relieved by the liberality of Ambrofe, 
embraced the fairoccalion oflignalifing their zeal 
and gratitude ; and as the patience of the mul- 
titude might have been exhaufted by the length 
and uniformity of nocturnal vigils, lie prudently 
introduced into the church of Milan the ufeful 
inftitution of a loud and regular pfalmody. 

While he maintained this arduous conteft, he was 
inftr tidied, by a dream, to open the earth in a 
place where the remains of two martyrs, Ger- 
valius and Protafius % had been depofited above 
three hundred years. Immediately under the 
pavement of the church two perfect fkeletons 
were found 68 , with the heads feparated from their 
bodies, and a plentiful effufion of blood. The 

holy 

6 '‘ Excubabat pia plebs in ecclefia mori parata cum epifeopo fuo . . . 

Nos adhuc frigidi excitabamu rtamen civitate attonita utque turbuta. 

Auguftin. Confeffion. 1 . ix. c. 7. 

e? Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. ii. p. 78.498. Many churches 
in Italy, Gaul, Sec. were dedicated to thefe unknown martyrs, of whom 
St. Gervaife feems to have been more fortunate than his companion. 

6a Invenimus mirae magnitudinis viros duos, ut prifea setas ferebat, 
tom. ii. Epift. xxii. p. 875. The fize of thefe fkeletons was fortu- 
nately, or fkilfully, fuited to the popular prejudice of 'the gradual 

decreafe 
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chap, "holy relics were prefented, in folenrn pomp, to 
XXVIL the veneration of the people ; and every circum- 
fiance of this fortunate difcovery was admirably 
adapted to promote the defigns of Ambrofe. 
The bones of the martyrs, their blood, their gar- 
ments, were fuppofed to contain a healing power j 
and their preternatural influence was commu- 
nicated to the moft diftant objects, without lofing 
any part of its original virtue. The extraor- 
dinary cure of a blind man 69 , and the relu6lant 
confeflions of feveral demoniacs, appeared to 
jultify the faith and fan6lity of Ambrofe ; and 
the truth of thofe miracles is attefled by Ambrofe 
himlelf, by hisfecretary Paulinus, and by his pro- 
felyte, the celebrated Auguflin, who, at that 
time, profeffed the art of rhetoric in Milan. 
The reafon of the prefent age may poflibly 
approve the incredulity of Juftina and her Arian 
court j who derided the theatrical reprefenta- 
tions, which were exhibited by the contrivance, 
and at the expence, of the archbilhop 7 °. Their 
effect, however, on the minds of the people was 
rapid and irrefiftible ; and the feeble fovereign 
of Italy found himfelf unable to contend with the 

decreafe of the human ftature ; which has prevailed in every age fince 
the time of Homer. 

Grandiaque effoflis mirabitur ofla fepulchris. 

6j Ambrof. tom. ii. Epift. xxii. p. 875. Auguflin. Confef. 1. 3 x. c. 7. 
de Civitat. Dei, 1 . xxii. c. 8 , Paulin, in Vita St. Ambrof. c. 14. in 
Append. Benedict, p. 4. The blind man’s name was Severus ; he 
touched the holy garment, recovered his fight, and devoted the reft of 
his life (at leaft tweny-frve years) to the fervice of the church. I 
Ihould recommend this miracle to our divines, if it did not prove the 
worfhip of relics, as well as the Niceue creed. 

70 Paujin. in Vit. St. Ambrof. c. 5. in Append. Benedict, p. 5. 

favourite 
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favourite of heaven. The powers likewife of the c H A P. 
earth interpofed in the defence of Ambrofe ; the 
difinterefted advice of Theodofius was the ge- 
neral refult of piety and friendship; and the mafk 
of religious zeal concealed the hoftile and am- 
bitious defigns of the tyrant of Gaul 7I . 

The reign of Maximus might have ended in Maximus 
peace and prosperity, could he have contented 
himfelf with the poffeflion of three ample coun- A.D.387. 
tries, which now conftitute the three moll flou- Auguft * 
rifliing kingdoms of modern Europe. But the 
afpiring ufurper, whofe fordid ambition was not 
dignified by the love of glory and of arms, con- 
sidered his actual forces as the inftruments only 
of his future greatnefs, and his fuccefs was the 
immediate caufe of his deflnnStion. The wealth 
which he extorted 72 from the opprefTed provinces 
of Gaul, Spain, and Britain, was employed in 
levying and maintaining a formidable army of 
Barbarians, cohered, for the moft part, from the 
fierceft nations of Germany. The conqueft of 
Italy was the obje6l of his hopes and preparations; 
and he fecretly meditated the ruin of an innocent 
youth, whofe government was abhorred and de- 
fpifed by his Catholic fubje6fcs. But as Maximus 
wiflied to occupy, without refiftance, the paffes 
of the Alps, he received, with perfidious frail es, 
Domninus of Syria, the ambafiador of Vajen- 

71 Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. x. p. 190. 750. He partially allows 
tlie mediation of Theodofius ; and capriciously rejects that of Maxi- 
mus, though it is attefted by Profper, Sozomen, and Theodoret. 

71 The- modeft cenfure of Sulpicius (Dialog, iii. 15.) inflifts a much 
deeper wound than the feeble declamation of Pacatus (xii. ay. 36.). 

tinian. 
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chap, tinian, and preffed him to accept the aid of a 
xxvil. conliderabie body of troops for the fervice of a 
Pannonian war. The penetration of Ambrofe 
had difcovered the fnares of an enemy under the 
profeffions of friendlhip 73 ; but the Syrian Dom- 
ninus was corrupted, or deceived, by the liberal 
favour of the court of Treves ; and the council 
of Milan obftinately rejected the fulpicion of 
danger, with a blind confidence, which was the 
effect, not of courage , but of fear. The march 
of the auxiliaries was guided by the ambafiador ; 
and they were admitted, without did rull, into 
the fortreffes of the Alps. But the crafty tyrant 
followed, with hally and filent footfteps, in the 
rear ; and as he diligently intercepted all in- 
telligence of his motions, the gleam of armour, 
and the dull excited by the troops of ca- 
valry, firft announced the hoflile approach of 
a ftranger to the gates of Milan. In this ex- 
tremity, Juftina and her Ion might accufe their 
own imprudence and the perfidious arts of 
Maximus; but they wanted time, and force, 
and refolution, to Hand againft the Gauls and 
Germans, either in the field, or within the walls 
of a large and difaffedted city. Flight was 
their only hope, Aquileia their only refuge ; 
and as Maximus now difplayed his genuine 
character, the brother of Gratian might expedfc 
the fame fate from the hands of the fame afiaffin. 

75 Eft tutior adverfus liominem, pads involucre tegentem, was the 
wife caution of Ambrofe (tom. ii. p. 891.), after his return from bis 
fecond embafly. 
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Maximus entered Milan in triumph ; and if the cha P. 
wife archbifhop refufed a dangerous and criminal , XXVIL , 
connection with the ufurper, he might indirectly 
contribute to the fuccefs of his arms, by incul- 
cating, from the pulpit, the duty of refignation, 
rather than that of refinance 74 . The unfortunate 
Juftina reached Aquileia in fafety ; hut fhe dif- 
trufted the ftrength of the fortifications ; fhe 
dreaded the event of a fiege ; and file refolved to 
implore the protection of the great Theodofius, 
whofe power and virtue were celebrated in all the 
countries of the Weft. A veflel was fecretly pro- 
vided to tranfport the Imperial family ; they 
embarked with precipitation in one of the obfcure 
harbours of Yenetia, or Iftria ; traverfed the 
whole extent of the Hadriatic and Ionian feas $ 
turned the extreme promontory of Peloponnefus j 
and' after a long, but fuccefsful, navigation, re- 
pofed themfelves in the port of Theflalonica. 

All the fubjeCts of Valentinian deferted the Flight of 
caufe of a prince, who, by his abdication, had 
abfolved them from the duty of allegiance 5 and 
if the little city of JEmona, on the verge of 
Italy, had not prefumed to flop the career of 
his inglorious victory, Maximus would have ob- 
tained, without a ftruggle, the foie pofieffion of 
the Weftern empire. 

Inftead of inviting his royal gu efts to the palace Theodofius 
of Conftantinople, Theodofius had fome unknown 
reafons to fix their refidence at Theflalonica $ but of Vaien.-. 

tinian, 

A. D. 387. 

* ?4 Baronius (A. D. 387. N° 63.) applies to this feafon of public dif- 

trefs fome of the penitential fermons. of the archbifhop. - - 

. yoL. v. e thefe 
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chap, thefe reafons did not proceed from contempt or 
xxvii. indifference, as he fpeedily made a vifit to that 
city, accompanied by the greateft part of his 
court and fenate. After the fir ft tender expref- 
fions of friendfhip and fympathy, the pious Em- 
peror of the Eaft gently admonifhed Juftina, that 
the guilt ofherefy was fometimes punifhed in this 
world, as well as in the next ; and that the public 
profeffion of the Nicene faith would be the molt 
efficacious ftep to promote the reftoration of her 
fon, by the fatisfadtion which it muft occafion 
both on earth and in heaven. The momentous 
queftion of peace or war was referred, by Theo- 
dofius, to the deliberation of his council; and 
the arguments which might be alleged on the fide 
of honour and jnftice, had acquired, fince the 
death of Gratian, a conliderable degree of addi- 
tional weight. The perfecution of the Imperial 
family, to which Theodofius himfelf had been in- 
I debted for his fortune, was now aggravated by 

I recent and repeated injuries. Neither oaths nor 

treaties could reflrain the boundlefs ambition of 
Maximus'; and the delay of vigorous and dedfivc 
meafures, inflead of prolonging the bleffings of 
peace, would expofe the Eaftern empire to the 
danger of an hoftile invaiion. The Barbarians, 
who had paffed the Danube, had lately affumed 
the character of foldiers and fubjcets, but their 
native fiercenefs was yet untamed ; and the ope- 
rationsofa war, which would exercife their valour, 
and diminifh their numbers, might tend to relieve 
the provinces from an intolerable oppreffion. 
Notwithflanding thefe fpecious and folid reafons, 

which 
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which were approved by a majority of the coun- chap. 
cil, Theodofius ftill hefitated, whether he fhould , XXVIL , 
• draw the fword in a conteft, which could no longer 
admit any terms of reconciliation ; and his mag- 
nanimous character was not difgraced by the ap- 
prehenfions which he felt for the fafety of his in- 
fant fons, and the welfare of his exhausted people. 

In this moment of anxious doubt, while the fate 
of the Roman world depended on the refolution 
of a fingle man, the charms of the Princefs Gaila 
moft powerfully pleaded the caufe of her brother 
Valentinian 7S . The heart of Theodofius was 
foftened by the tears of beauty ; his affections 
were infenfibly engaged by the graces of youth 
and innocence ; the art of Juftina managed and 
directed the impulfe of paflion; and the celebra- 
tion of the royal nuptials was the affurance and 
fignal of the civil war. The unfeeling critics, 
who confider every amorous Veaknefs as an in- 
delible ftain on the memory of a great and ortho- 
dox emperor, are inclined, on this occafion, to 
difpute the fufpicious evidence of the hiftorian 
Zofimus. For my own part, I Ihall frankly con- 
fefs, that I am willing to find, or even to feek, in 
the revolutions of the wrnrld, fome traces of the 
mild and tender fentiments of domeftic life $ and, 
amidft the crowd of fierce and ambitious con- 
querors, I can diftinguilh, with peculiar com- 

15 The flight of Valentinian, and the love of Theodofius for his fitter, 
are related by Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p. 263, 264.). Tillemont produces fome 
iveak and ambiguous evidence to antedate the fecond marriage of 
Theodofius (Hitt, des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 740.), and confequently 
to refute ces contes de Zofime, qui feroient trop contraires a la piete 
de Theodofe. 

placency, 


£ a 
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c h A P. plaeency, a gentle hero, who may be fuppofed to 
t receive his armour from the hands of love. The 

alliance of the Perfian king was fecured by the 


faith of treaties j the martial Barbarians were per- 
fuaded to follow the ftandard, or to refpedi the 
-frontiers, of an active and liberal monarch ; and 
.the dominions of Theodofius, from theEuphrates 
to theHadriatic, refounded with the preparations 
of war both by land and fea. The fkilful dif- 
pofition of the forces of the Eaft feemed to mul- 
tiply their numbers, and diftradted the attention 
of Maximus. He had reafon to fear, that a chofen 
body of troops, under the command of the in- 
trepid Arbogaftes, would diredt their march 
along the banks of the Danube, and boldly pe- 
netrate through the Rhsetian provinces into the 
centre of Gaul. A powerful fleet was equipped 
in the harbours of Greece and Epirus, with an 
apparent defign, that as foon as a paflage had 
-been opened by a naval vidtory, Valentinian, and 
his mother, fliould land in Italy, proceed, with- 
out delay, to Rome, and occupy the majeftic feat 
of religion and empire. In the meanwhile, 
Theodolius himfelf advanced at the head of a 
brave and difciplined army, to encounter his un- 
worthy rival, who, after the fiege of iEmona, had 
fixed his camp in the neighbourhood of Sifcia, a 
city of Pannonia, ftrongly fortified by the broad 
and rapid ftream of the Save. 

Defeat and The veterans, who Hill remembered the long 
Maximus, refiftance, and fuccefiive refources, of the tyrant 
A.D.388. Magnentius, might prepare them felves for the 
Auguft" ^bours of three bloody campaigns. But the con- 

teft 
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left with his fucceffor, who, like him, had ufurped chap., 
the throne of the Weft, was eaiily decided in the 1 XXVIL , , 
term of two months 76 , and within the fpace of 
two hundred miles. The fuperior genius of the 
Emperor of the Ealt might prevail over the feeble 
Maximus; who, in this important crifis, fhewed 
liimfeif deftitute of military fk.il!, or perfonal cou- 
rage ; but the abilities of Theodofius were fe- 
conded by the advantage which he pofTefTed of a 
numerous and active cavalry. The Huns, the 
Alani, and, after their example, the Goths, them- 
felves, were formed into fquadrons of archers; 
who fought on horfeback, and confounded the 
Ready valour of the Gauls and Germans, by the 
rapid motions of a Tartar war. After the fatigue 
of a long march, in the heat of fiimmer, they 
{purred their foaming horfes into the waters of 
the Save, fwam the river in the prefence of the 
enemy, and inflantly charged and routed the 
troops who guarded the high ground on the oppo- 
fite fide. MarceUinus, the tyrant's brother, ad- 
vanced to fupport them with the feledt cohorts, 
which were confidered as the hope and flrength 
of the army. The action, which had been inter- 
rupted by the approach of night, was renewed in 
the morning ; and, after a fliarp conflict, the.fur- 
viving remnant of the braved foldiers of Maxi- 
mus threw down their arms at the feet of the 
conqueror. Without Appending his march, to 
receive the loyal acclamations of the citizens of 
Aimona, Theodofius preffed forwards, to ter- 

" c See Godefroy’s Chronology of the Laws, Cod. Theodof. tom. i. 
p. 119. 

e 3 inmate 
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minate the war by the death or captivity of his 
rival, who fled before him with the diligence of 
fear. From the fummit of the Julian Alps, he cle* 
fcended with fuch incredible fpeed into the plain 
of Italy, that he reached Aquiieia on the evening 
of the firfl day j and Maximus, who found himfelf 
encompafled on allfides, had fear cely time to fhut 
the gates of the city. But the gates could not 
long refill the effort of a victorious enemy ; and 
the defpair, the difaffe&ion, the indifference of 
thefloldiers and people, haltened the downfall of 
the wretched Maximus. He was dragged from 
his throne, rudely dripped of the Imperial orna- 
ments, the robe, the diadem, and the purple 
flippers; and conducted, like a malefaCtor, to the 
camp and prefence of Theodofius, at a place 
about three miles from Aquiieia. The behaviour 
of the Emperor was not intended to infult, and he 
fliewed fome difpofition to pity and forgive, the 
tyrant of the Weft, who had never been his per- 
fonai enemy, and was now become the objeCt of 
his contempt. Our fympathy is the moft forcibly 
excited by the misfortunes to which we are ex- 
pofed ; and the fpeCtacle of a proud competitor, 
now proftrate at his feet, could not fail of pro- 
ducing very ferious and folemn thoughts in the 
mind of the victorious Emperor. But the feeble 
emotion of involuntary pity was checked by his 
regard for public juftice, and the memory of Gra- 
tian ; and he abandoned the victim to the pious 
zeal of the foldiers, who drew him out of the Im- 
perial prefence, and inftantly feparated his head 
from his body. The intelligence of his defeat 
1 5 and 
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and death was received with fincere, or well- CHAP, 
diffembled, joy : his fon Victor, on whom he had , XX J IL , 
conferred the title of Auguftus, died by the or- 
der, perhaps by the hand, of the bold Arbogaftes ; 
and all the military plans of Theodofius were 
fnccefsfully executed. When lie had thus ter- 
minated the civil war, with lefs difficulty and 
bloodlhed than he might naturally expert, he 
employed the winter months of his refidence at 
Milan, to reft ore the Rate of the afflidt ed pro- 
vinces 5 and early in the fpring he made, after the 
example of Conftantine and Conflantius, his 
triumphal entry into the ancient capital of the 
Roman empire 77 . 

The orator, who may be filent without danger, Virtues of 
may praife without difficulty, and without re- jT h g eodt> 
ludtance 73 ; and pofterity will confefs, that the 
charadter of Theodofius 79 might furnifli the liib- 
jedl of a fincere and ample panegyric. The 

77 Befides the hints which may be gathered from chronicles and 
ecclefiaiUcal hiitory, Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p. 259 — 267.), Orofius (I. vii. 
c . 35.) and Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 30 — 47.), fupply the 
Ioofe and fcanty materials of this civil war. Ambrofe (tom. ii. 

Epift. xl. p. 952) 953.) darkly alludes to the well-known events of a 
magazine furprifedj an action at Petovio, a Sicilian, perhaps a naval, 
victory, &c. Aufonius, (p. 2 56 . edit. Toll.) applauds the peculiar 
merit, and good fortune, of Aquileia. 

78 Quam promptum laudare principem, tarn tutura filuiffe de principe 
(Pacat. in Panegyr. Yet. xii. 2.). Latinus Pacatus Drepanius, a native 
of Gaul, pronounced this oration at Rome. (A. D. 388.) He was 
afterwards proconful of Africa ; and his friend Aufonius praifes him 
as a poet, fecond only to Virgil. See Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, 
tom. v. p.303. 

79 See the fair portrait of Theodofius, by the younger Victor ; the 
ftrokes are diftindt, and the colours are mixed. The praife of Pacatus 
is too vague ; and Claudiaiv always feeras afraid of exalting the father 
above the fon. 

E 4 


wifdom 



S 5 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, wifdom of his laws, and the fuccefs of his arms* 

. XX J U ’ , rendered his adminiftration refpeCtable in the 
eyes both of his fubjeCts, and of his enemies. He 
loved and praCtifed the virtues of domeftic life, 
which feldom hold their refidence in the palaces 
of kings. Theodofius was chafte and temperate $ 
he enjoyed, without excefs, the fenfual and focial 
pleafures of the table ; and the warmth of his 
amorous paffions was never diverted from their 
lawful objects. The proud titles of Imperial 
greatnefs were adorned by the tender names of a 
faithful hulband, an indulgent father j his uncle 
was raifed, by his affectionate elteem, to the rank 
of a fecond parent : Theodofius embraced, as his 
own, the children of his brother and fitter ; and 
the expreflions of his regard were extended to 
the 1110ft diftant and obfcure branches of his 
numerous kindred. His familiar friends were 
judicioufly feledted from among thofe perfons 
who, in the equal intercourfe of private life, had 
appeared before, his eyes without a mafic : the 
confcioufnefs of perfonal and fuperior merit ena- 
bled him todefpifethe accidental diffinClion of the 
purple ; and he proved by his condudt, that he 
had forgotten all the injuries, while he molt grate- 
fully remembered all the favours and fervices, 
which he had received before he afcended the 
throne of the Roman empire. The ferious, or 
lively, tone of his converfation, was adapted to 
the age, the rank, or the character, of his fub- 
jects whom he admitted into his fociety ; and the 
affability of his manners dilplayed the image of 
his mind. Theodofius remedied the fimplicityof 

the 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 57 

the good and virtuous ; every art, every talent, chap. 
of an ufeful, or even of an innocent, nature, was " , 
rewarded by his judicious liberality ; and, except 
the heretics, whom he perfecutedwith implacable 
hatred, the diffufive circle of his benevolence was 
circumfcribed only by the limits of the human 
race. The government of a mighty empire may 
alfuredly fuffice to occupy the time, and the abi- 
lities, of a mortal : yet the diligent prince, with- 
out afpiring to the unfuitable reputation of pro- 
found learning, always referved fome moments of 
his leifure for the inftru6tive amufement of read- 
ing. Hiltory, which enlarged his experience, 
was his favourite lludy. The annals of Rome, 
in the long period of eleven hundred years, pre- 
fen ted him with a various andlplendid picture of 
human life ; and it has been particularly obferved, 
that whenever he perufed the cruel a6ts of Cinna, 
of Marius, or of Sylla, he warmly expreffed his 
generous deteftation of thofe enemiesof humanity 
and freedom. His difinterefted opinion of pail 
events was ufefully applied as the rule of his own 
a6tions j and Theodofiushas deferved the lingular 
commendation, that his virtues always feemed to 
expand with his fortune ; the feafon of his pro- 
fperity was that of his moderation 5 and his cle- 
mency appeared the moll conlpicuous after the 
danger and fuccefs of the civil war. The Moorilh 
guards of the tyrant had been malFacred in the 
frit heat of the victory; and a final! number of 
the moll obnoxious criminals fuffered the punish- 
ment of the law. But the Emperor Ihewed him- 
felf much more attentive to relieve the innocent, 

12 than 
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chap, than to chaftife the guilty. The oppreffed fub- 
je6ts of the Weft, who would have deemed them- 
felves happy in the reftoration of their lands, 
were aftoniftied to receive a fiun of money equi- 
valent to their lofles ; and the liberality of the 
conqueror fupported the aged mother, and edu- 
cated the orphan daughters, of Maximus 8o . A 
* character thus accomplillied, might almoft ex~ 
cufe the extravagant fuppofition of the orator 
Pacatus ; that, if the elder Brutus could be per- 
mitted to revifit the earth, the ftern republican 
would abjure, at the feet of Theodofius, bis 
hatred of kings j and ingenuoufly confefs, that 
fuch a monarch was the moft faithful guardian 
of the happinefs and dignity of the Roman 
people 81 . 

Faults of Yet the piercing eye of the founder of the re- 

Ju, eodo ' public muft have difcerned two eftential impel- 
fe6tions, which might, perhaps, have abated his 
recent love of defpotifm. The virtuous mind of 
Theodofius was often relaxed by indolence 8 *, and 
it was fometimes inflamed by paflion s \ In the 
purfuit of an important object, his a6tive courage 

80 Amhrof. tom. ii. Epift. xl. p. 955. Pacatus, from the want of 
ftill, or of courage, omits this glorious circumftance. 

81 Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 20. 

s * Zofimus, 1 . iv. p. 271, 272. His partial evidence is marked by 
an air of candour and truth. He obferves thefe viciflitudes of doth, 
and a&ivity, not as a vice, but as a Angularity, in the character of 
Theodofius. 

* 3 This choleric temper is acknowledged, and excufed, by Victor. 
Sed habes (fays Ambrofe, in decent and manly language, to his fove» 
reign) naturae impetum, quern fi quis lenire velit, cito vertes ad mile, 
ricordiam ; fi quis ftimulet, in magis exfufcitas, ut eum revocare vix 
poffis (tom. ii. Epift. li. p.998.). Theodofius (Claud, in iv. Conf. 
Hon. 266 , & c.) exhorts his fon to moderate his anger. 


was 
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Was capable of the moft vigorous exertions ; CHAP, 
but as foon as the defign was accomplished, or . , 

the danger was furmounted, the hero funk into 
inglorious repofe ; and, forgetful that the time 
of a prince is the property of his people, re- 
signed himfelf to the enjoyment of the inno- 
cent, but trifling, pleafures of a luxurious court. 

The natural difpofition of Theodofius was liafty 
and choleric ; and, in a Ration where none 
could refifi, and few would diffuade, the fatal 
confequence of his refentment, the humane 
monarch was juftly alarmed by the confciouf- 
nefs of his infirmity, and of his power. It was 
the confiant Rudy of his life to fupprefs, or re- 
gulate, the intemperate tallies of paffion ; and 
the fuccefs of his efforts enhanced the merit 
of his clemency. But the painful virtue which 
claims the merit of vidtory, is expofed to the 
danger of defeat ; and the reign of a wife and 
merciful prince was polluted by an adl of 
cruelty, which would Rain the annals of Nero 
or Domitian. Within the fpaee of three years, 
the inconliRent hiRorian of Theodofius mufi re- 
late the generous pardon of the citizens of An- 
tioch, and the inhuman maflacre of the people 
of Theffalonica. 

The lively impatience of the inhabitants of An- The fedi- 
tioch was never fatisfied with their own fituation, of h 
or with the character, and condudl, of their fuc- A.D.387, 
ceffive fovereigns. The Arian fubjedts of Tlieo- 
dolius deplored the lofs of their churches j and, 
as three rival bifliops difputed the throne of An- 
tioch, thefentence which decided theirpretenfions 

excited 
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c h A P. excited the murmurs of the two unfuccefsful con- 
XXVII ‘ gregations. The exigencies of the Gothic war, 
an d the in evitable expen ce that accompanied the 
conclufion of the peace, had conftrained the Em- 
peror to aggravate the weight of the public im- 
pofitions ; and the provinces of Alia, as they had 
not been involved in the diftrefs, were the lefs 
inclined to contribute to the relief, of Europe. 
The aufpicious period now approached of the t 
tenth year of his reign ; a feftival more grateful 
to the foldiers, who received a liberal donative, 
than to the fubjedts, whofe voluntary offerings 
had been long fince converted into an extraordi- 
nary and oppreffive burthen. The edicts of tax- 
ation interrupted the repofe, and pleafures, of 
Antioch; and the tribunal of the magiftrate 
was beiieged by a fuppliant crowd; who, in 
pathetic, but, at firll, in refpedtful, language, 
folicited the redrefs of their grievances. They 
were gradually incenfed by the pride of their 
haughty rulers, who treated their complaints 
as a criminal reiittance ; their fatirical wit de- 
generated into (harp and angry invedtives ; and 
from the fubordinate powers of government, the 
invedtives of the people infenfibly rofe to attack 
the {acred charadter of the Emperor himfelf. 

Feb. 26* Their fury, provoked by a feeble oppolition, 
difcharged itfelf on the images of the Imperial 
family, which were erected as objedts of public 
veneration, in the molt confpicuous places of 
the city. The ftatucs of Theodofius, of 
his father, of his wife Flaccilla, of his two 
fons, Arcadius and Honorius, were inibleotly 

thrown 
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thrown down from their pedeftals, broken chap. 
in pieces, or dragged with contempt through ( xx J II, jl 
the ftreets : and the indignities which were 
offered to the reprefentations of Imperial ma- 
jelly, fufficiently declared the impious and ti’ea- 
fonable willies of the populace. The tumult 
was almoft immediately fuppreffed by the arrival 
of a body of archers ; and Antioch had leifure to 
refle6t on the nature and confequences of her 
crime 34 . According to the duty of his office, 
the governor of the province dilpatched a faith- 
ful narrative of the whole tranfadtion ; while the 
trembling citizens intrufted the confeffion of 
their crime, and the affurance of their repentance, 
to the zeal of Flavian their bilhop , and to the elo- 
quence of the fenator Hilarius, the friend, and, 
moll probably, the difciple, of Libanius ; whofe 
genius, on this melancholy occalion, was not ufe- 
lefs to his country Ss . But the two capitals, An- 
tioch and Conllantinople, were feparated by the 
dillance of eight hundred miles ; and, notwith- 
llanding the diligence of the Imperial polls, the 
guilty city was feverely punilhed by a long and 
dreadful interval of fufpenfe. Every rumour 
agitated the hopes and fears of the Antioehians, 
and they heard with terror, that their fovereign, 

s+ The Chriftians and Pagans agreed in believing, that the fedition 
of Antioch was excited by the daemons. A gigantic woman (fays 
Sozomen, 1 . vii. c. 43.) paraded the ftreets with a fcourge in her hand. 

An old man (fays Libanius, Orat. xii. p. 396.) transformed himfelf into 
a youth, then a boy, &c. 

85 Zofimus, in his fhort and difingenuous account ( 1 . iv. p. 258, 

259.) is certainly miftaken in fending Libanius liimfelf to Conftan- 
tinople. His own orations fix him at Antioch. 

exalp e- 
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chap, exafperated by the infult which had been offered 
xxvn. t0 hjg own ftatues, and, more efpecially, to thofe 
of his beloved wife, had refolved to level with 
the ground the offending city ; and to maffacre, 
without diltin6tiou of age or fex, the criminal 
inhabitants 6 ; many of whom were actually 
driven, by their apprehenfions, to feek a refuge 
in the mountains of Syria, and the adjacent de- 
March aa. fert. ’ At length, twenty-four days after the fedi- 
tion , the General Hellebicus, and Caefarius, 
matter of the offices, declared the will of the 
Emperor, and the fentence of Antioch. That 
proud capital was degraded from the rank of a 
city ; and the metropolis of the Eaft, ttripped of 
its lands, its privileges, and its revenues, was 
lubje6ted, under the humiliating denomination of 
a village, to the jurifdidtion of Laodicea s? . The 
Baths, the Circus, and the theatres were ffiut : 
and, that every fource of plenty and pleafure 
might at the lame time be intercepted, the diftri- 
bution of corn was abolilhed, by the fevere in- 
ttrudlions of Theodofius. His commiffioners 
then proceeded to inquire into the guilt of indi- 
viduals ; of thofe who had perpetrated, and of 
thofe who had not prevented, the deftrudlion of 
the facred ttatues. The tribunal of Hellebicus 
and Cselarius, encompaffed with armed foldiers, 

86 Libanius (Grat. i. p. 6- edit. Venet.) declares, that, under fuch 
a reign, the fear of a maffacre was groundleft and abfurd, efpecially in 
the Emperor’s abfenee ; for his prefence, according to the eloquent 
flave, might have given a fan&ion to the moft bloody ads. 

87 Laodicea, on the fea coaft, fixty-five miles from Antioch (fee 
Noris Epoch. Syro-Maced. Differt. iii. p. z$o-). The Antiochians 
were offended, that the dependent city of Seleucia foould prefume to 
intercede for them. 


was 
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was erected in the midft of the Forum. The CHAP, 
nobleft, and molt wealthy, of the citizens of An- t XXVIL , 
tioch appeared before them in chains ; the exa- 
mination was aftifted by the ufe of torture, and 
their fentence was pronounced or fufpended, ac- 
cording to the judgment of thefe extraordinary 
magi ft rates. The houfes of the criminals were 
expoied to file, their wives and children were 
fuddenly reduced, from affluence and luxury, 
to the moft abje6t diftrefs; and a bloody execu- 
tion was expedited to conclude the horrors of a 
day* 8 , which the preacher of Antioch, the elo- 
quent Chryfoftoin, has reprefented as a lively 
image of the laft and uni verfal judgment of the 
world. But the minifters of Theodofius per- 
formed, with reluctance, the cruel talk which 
had been affigned them ; they dropped a gentle 
tear over the calamities of the people ; and they 
liftened with reverence to the prefting felicita- 
tions of the monks and hermits, who defcended 
in fwarms from the mountains 39 . Hellebicus 
and Csefarius were perfuaded to fufpend the exe- 
cution of their fentence ; and it was agreed, that 
the former fhould remain at Antioch, while the 
latter returned, with all poffible fpeed, to Con- 
ftantinople; and prefumed once more to con- 

fult the will of his fovereign. The refentment of Clemency 

of Then* 

88 As the days of the tumult depend on the moveable feftival of ^ 0 ^ llls " 
Eafter, they can only be determined by the previous determination of 

the year. The year 387 has been preferred, after a laborious inquiry, 
by Tillemont(Hift. desEmp. tom.v. p. 741 — 744.) and Montfaucon 
(Chryfoftom, tom. xiii. p. 105- — no).. 

89 Chryfoftom oppofes their courage, which was not attended with 
much rift, to the cowardly flight of the Cynics. * 


Theodo- 
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c h A P. Theodofius had already fubfided ; the deputies 
t XX J IL , of the people, both the bilhop and the orator, had 
obtained a favourable audience; and the re- 
proaches of the Emperor were the complaints of 
injured friendlhip, rather than the item menaces 
of pride and power. A free and general pardon 
was granted to the city and citizens of Antioch ; 
the prifon doors were thrown open ; and fenators, 
who defpaired of their lives, recovered the pof- 
fefiion of their houfes and eftates; and the capital 
of the Eaft was reftored to the enjoyment of her 
ancient dignity and fplendour. Theodofius con- 
defcended to praife the fenate of Conftantinople, 
who had generoufly interceded for their diftrefied 
brethren : he rewarded the eloquence of Hilarius 
with the government of Paleftine ; and difinified 
the Bilhop of Antioch with the warmeft expref- 
Apni 25. fions of his refpeCfc and gratitude. A thoufand 
new ftatues arofe to the clemency of Theodofius y 
the applaufe of his fubje&s was ratified by the ap- 
probation of his own heart ; and the Emperor 
confefied, that, if the exercife of juftice is the 
molt important duty, the indulgence of mercy is 
the molt exquifite pleafure, of a fovereign 90 ; 
Sedition The fedition of Thefialonica is afcribed to a 
andmaf- more fhameful caufe, and was productive of much 

facre of 

50 The fedition of Antioch is reprefented in a lively, and almoft 
dramatic, manner, by two orators, who had their refpedtive fhares of 
intereft and merit. See Libanius (Orat. xiv. xv. p. 389 — 420. edit. 
Moral. Orat. i p. 1 — 14. Venet. 1754.) and the twenty orations of 
St. John Chryfoftom, de Statius (tom. ii. p. 1 — 235. edit. Mont- 
faucon). I do not pretend to much perfonal acquaintance with Chry- 
foftom ; but Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 263—383.) 
and Hermann (Vie de St. Chryfoftome, tom. i, p« 137—334.) had 
read him with pious curiofity, and diligence. 
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more dreadful confequences. That great city, c H A P. 
the metropolis of all the Illyrian provinces, had i J CXVII, t 
been protected from the dangers of the Gothic Theiraio- 
tvar by ftrorig fortifications, and a numerous gar- Ilica ^ 
rifdri. Botheric, the general of thofe troops, and, ’ * 39 °* 
as it Ihould fee'ra from his name, a Barbarian, 
had among his llaves a beautiful boy, who ex- 
cited the impure defires of one of the charioteers 
of the Circus. The infolent and brutal lover was 
thrown into prifon by the order of Botheric $ and 
he fternly rejected the importunate clamours of 
the m ultitiide,who, on the day of the public games, 
lamented the abfence of their favourite ; and 
confide red the fkill of a charioteer as an object 
of more importance than his virtue. The rcfent- 
ment of the people was embittered by fome pre- 
vious difputes; and, as the ftrength of the gar- 
rifon had been drawn away for the fervice of the 
Italian war, the feeble remnant, whofe numbers 
were reduced by defertion, could hot faVe the 
unhappy general from their licentious fury. IBo- 
theric, and feveral of his principal officers, were 
inhumanly murdered : their mangled bodies were 
dragged about the ftreets; and the Emperor,who 
then refided at Milan, was furprifed by the intel- 
ligence of the audacious and wanton cruelty of 
the people of Theflalonica. The fentenee of a 
difpaffionate judge would have inflicted a fevere 
pimifhment on the authors of the crime ; and the 
merit of Botheric might contribute to exafperate 
the grief and -.indignation of his mailer. The 
fiery and choleric temper of Theodofius was im- 
patient of the dilatory forms of a judicial enquiry; 
vo'l. v. 1? ami 
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chap, and he haftily refolved that the blood of his lieu- 

, xxvii. ^ t enan ^ fhould be expiated by the blood of the 
guilty people. Yet his mind Hill fluctuated be- 
tween the counfels of clemency and of revenge ; 
the zeal of the bilhops had almoft extorted from 
the reluctant Emperor the promife of a general 
pardon ; his paffion was again inflamed by the 
flattering fuggeftions of his minifter Rufinus j 
and, after Theodofius had difpatched the raeffen- 
gers of death, he attempted, when it was too late, 
to prevent the execution of his orders. The pu- 
nifliment of a Roman city was blindly committed 
to the undiftinguilhiog fword of the Barbarians j 
and the hoftile preparations were concerted with 
the dark and perfidious artifice of an illegal con- 
fpiracy. The people of Theflalonica were trea- 
cheroufly invited, in the name of their fovereign, 
to the games of the Circus : and fuch was their 
infatiate avidity for thofe amufements, that every 
confideration of fear, or fufpicion, was difre- 
garded by the numerous fpeelators. As foon as 
the aflembly was complete, the foldiers, who had 
fecretly been polled round the Circus, received 
the lignal, not of the races, but of a general 
maffacre. The promifcuous carnage continued 
three hours, without difcrimination of llrangers 
or natives, of age or fex, of innocence or guilt $ 
the molt moderate accounts Hate the number of 
the flain at feven thoufand j and it is affirmed by 
fome writers, that more than fifteen thoufand vic- 
tims were facrificed to the manes of Botheric. A 
foreign merchant, who had probably no concern 
in his murder, offered his own life, and all his 

wealth. 
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wealth, to fupply the place or me of his two 
Ions ; but while the father hefitated with equal 
tendernefs, while he was doubtful to choofe, and 
unwilling to condemn, the foldiers determined 
hisfufpenfe, byplunging their daggers at the fame 
moment into the breaftsof the defencelefs youths. 
The apology of the affaflms, that they were 
obliged to produce the prefcribed number of 
heads, ferves only to increafe, by an appearance 
of order and defign, the horrors of the maffacre, 
which was executed by the commands of Theo- 
dofius. The guilt of the Emperor is aggravated 
by his long and frequent refidence at Thefialo- 
nica. The fituation of the unfortunate city, the 
afpedl of the ftreets and buildings, the drefs and 
faces of the inhabitants, were familiar, and even 
prefent, to his imagination ; and Theodofius pQf- 
fefled a quick and lively fenfe of the exiftence 
of the people whom he deftroyed 9I . 

The refpedtful attachment of the Emperor for 
the orthodox clergy, had dilpofed him to love and 
admire the character of Ambrofe ; who united 
all the epifcopal virtues in the moft eminent de- 
gree. The friends and minifters of Theodofius 
imitated the example of their fovereign ; and he 
obferved with more furprife than difpleafure, that 
all his fecret counfels were immediately com- 

91 The original evidence of Ambrofe (torn. ii. Epift.li. p.998.), 
Auguftin (de Civitat. Dei, v. 36.), and. Paulinus (in Vit. Ambrof, 
c. 34.), is delivered in vague expreflions of horror and pity. It is il. 
luftrated by the fubfequent and unequal teftimonies of Sozomen (1. vii, 
c. a 5.), Theodoret ( 1 . v. c. 17.), Theophanes (Chronograph, p, 63.), 
Cedrenus (p, 317.),’“ and Zonaras (tom. ii. 1 . xiii. p.34.). Zofimu* 
alone , the partial enemy of Theodofius, moft unaccountably pafles over 
in filence the worft of his addons. 
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chap, mimicated to the Archbifhop ; who adted from the 
^ laudable perfuafion, that every meafure of civil 
government may have fome connexion with the 
glory of God, and the intereft of the true religion. 
The monks and populace of Callinicum, an ob» 
fc Lire town on the frontier of Perfia, excited by 
their own fanaticifm, and by that of their bifhop, 
had tumultuoufly burnt a conventicle of the Va- 
lentinians, and a fynagogue of the Jews. The fe- 
ditio us prelate was condemned, by the magiftrate 
of the province, either to rebuild the fynagogue, 
or to repay the damage j and this moderate feu- 
tence was confirmed by the Emperor. But it 
was not confirmed by the Archbifhop of Milan 9 \ 
He dilated an epiftle of cenfure and reproach, 
more fuitable, perhaps, if the Emperor had re- 
ceived the mark of circumcifion, and renounced 
the faith of his baptifm. Ambrofe confiders the 
toleration of the Je wifli, as the perfecutiou of the 
Chriftian, religion ; boldly declares, that he him- 
fe If, and every true believer, would eagerly dis- 
pute with the Bilhop of Callinicum the merit of 
the deed, and the crown of martyrdom ; and la- 
ments, in the molt pathetic terms, that the exe- 
cution of the lenience would be fatal to the fame 
and fa! vat. ion of Theodofius. As this private ad- 
monition did not produce an immediate effect, the 
Archbifhop, from his pulpit 93 , publicly addreffed 

9 - See .the whole tranfadtion in Ambrofe (tom. ii. Epift. xl. xli, 
p. 946— 956.), and bis biographer Paulinus (c. 23.3. Bavle and Bar- 
bey rac (Morales des Peres, c.xvii. p.325, &c.) have jultly con- 
demned. the Archbifliop. 

91 His fermori is a ftrittge allegory of Jeremiah’s r&dj of aft almoridf 
tree, of the woman who wafhed and aHo&ted tfta f&gf of fihtifti Bat 
. the peroration is direiSt and perlonal. 

the 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

the Emperor on his throne 94 ; nor would he con- c H AP, 
fent to offer the oblation of the altar, till he had , XX J 1] % 
obtained from Theodofius a folemn and pofitive 
declaration, which fecured the impunity of the 
Bifliop and monks of Callinicum. The recan- 
tation of Theodofius was fincere 95 ; and, during 
the term of his refidence at Milan, his affedtion 
for Ambrofe was continually increafed by the 
habits of pious and familiar converfation. 

When Ambrofe was informed of the maffacre Penance of. 
of Thefialonica, his mind was filled with horror ^ eodo “ 
and anguifli. He retired into the country to in- a. b. 390. 
dulge his grief, and to avoid the prefence of 
Theodofius. But as the Archbifliop was fatisfied 
that a timid filence would render him the accom- 
plice of his guilt, hereprefented, in a private let- 
ter, the enormity of the crime; which could only 
be effaced by the tears of penitence. The epis- 
copal vigour of Ambrofe was tempered by pru- 
dence ; and he contented himfelf with fignifying 96 
an indiredt fort of excommunication, by the affur- 

94 Hodie, Epifcope, de me propofuifti. Ambrofe modeftly con* 
fefled it : but he fternly reprimanded Timafius, general of the hori’e 
and foot, who had prefumed to fay, that the monks of Callinicum de- 
ferred punifhment. 

v ' Yet, five years afterwards, when Theodofius was abfent from hi* 

Spiritual guide, he tolerated the Jews, and condemned the dcftruftion 
of their fynagogue. Cod. Theodof. 1 . xvi. tit. viii. leg. 9. with Gode- 
froy’s Commentary, tom. vi. p. 

' : ' 6 Amhrof. tom. ii. Epift. Ii. p. 997 — 1 001. His epiftle is a mifer- 
able rhapfody on a noble fubjeft. Ambrofe could aft better than he 
could write. His compofitions are deftitute of talle, or genius ; with- 
out the fpirit of Tertullian, the copious elegance of Laftantius, the 
lively wit of Jerom, or the grave energy of Auguftin. 
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ance, that he had been warned in a vifion, not 
to offer the oblation in the name, or in the pre- 
fence, of Theodofius; and by the advice, that he 
would confine himfelf to the ufe of prayer, with- 
out prefuming to approach the altar of Ohrid, or 
to receive the holy euchariff with thofe hands that 
were dill polluted with the blood of an innocent 
people.* The Emperor was deeply affected by his 
own reproaches, and by thofe of his fpiritual fa- 
ther; and, after he had bewailed the mifehievous 
and irreparable confequences of his rafh fury, he 
proceeded, inthe accuftomed manner, to perform 
his devotions in the great church of Milan. He 
was flopped in the porch by the Archbifhop ; who, 
in the tone and language of an ambaffador of 
Heaven, declared to his fovereign, that private 
contrition was not fufficient to atone for a public 
fault, or to appeafe the juftice of the offended 
Deity. Theodofius humbly reprefented, that if 
he had contracted the guilt of homicide, David, 
the man after God’s own heart, had been guilty, 
not only of murder, but of adultery. “ You have 
“ imitated David in his crime, imitate then his 
<e repentance,” was the reply of the undaunted 
Ambrofe. The rigorous conditions of peace and 
pardon were accepted ; and the public penance 
of the Emperor Theodofius has been recorded 
as one of the moft honourable events in the 
annals of the church. According to the mildeft 
rules of eccleliaftical difcipline, which were efta- 
blifhed in the fourth century, the crime of homi- 
cide was expiated by the penitence of twenty. 

1 2 years : 
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years 07 : and as it was impofiible, in the period CHAP, 
of human life, to purge the accumulated guilt , XXm , 
of the maflacre of ThefTalonica, the murderer 
fliould have been excluded from the holy com- 
munion till the hour of his death . But the Arch- 
bilhop, confuting the maxims of religious policy, 
granted fome indulgence to the rank of his illuf- 
triouspenitent, who humbled in the dull the pride 
of the diadem 5 and the public edification might 
be admitted as a weighty reafon to abridge the 
duration of his punifliment. It was fufficient, 
that the Emperor of the Romans, dripped of the 
enfigns of royalty, fliould appear in a mournful 
and fuppliant pofture ; and that, in the midft of 
the church of Milan, he fliould humbly folicit, 
with fighs and tears, the pardon of his fins 9S . In 
this fpiritual cure, Ambroie employed the various 
methods of mildnefs and feverity. After a delay 
of about eight months, Theodofius was reftored 
to the communion of the faithful; and the edi6t, 
which interpofes a faiutary interval of thirty 
days between the fentence and the execution, 
may be accepted as the worthy fruits of his 

a7 According to the difcipline of St. Bafil (Canon. Ivi.), the volun- 
tary homicide was four years a mourner ; five an hearer ; fwen in a 
proftrate ftate ; and four in a handing pofture. I have the original 
(Beveridge? Pandedt. tom. ii. p. 47 — 1 5 1.) and a tranflation (Chardon, 

Hift. des Sacremens, tom.iv. p. 219 — 277.) of the Canonical Epiftles 
of St. Bafii. 

r The penance of Theodofius is authenticated by Ambrofe (tom. vi. 
de Obit. Theodof. c. 34. p. 1207.)? Auguftin. (de Civitat. Dei, v, 26.), 
and Paulinus (in Vit. Arobrof. c. 24.). Socrates is ignorant; Sozo- 
men (l.vii. c. 25.) concife ; and the copious narrative of Theodoret 
(l.v. c. 18.) muft be ufed with precaution. 

F 4 
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c h 4. p. repentance ". Pofteritv has applaiided the vir- 
.. ^ tuous firmnets of the Archbifhop : and the ex- 

ample. of Theodofius may prove the beneficial 
inf nence of thofe principles, which could force 
a monarch, exalted above the apprehenfion of 
human puiiifhment, to refpe6t the laws, and ml- 
nifters, of an inyilible Judge. “ The prince, 83 ’ 
fays Montefquieu, “ who is actuated by the liopes 
se and fears of religion, may be compared to a 
66 lion, docile only to the voice, and tractable to 
ie the hand of his keeper 10 V S The motions of 
the royal animal will therefore depend on the 
inclination, and intereft, of the man who has 
acquired fuch dangerous authority over him 5 
and the prieft, who holds in his hand the con- 
fcience of a king, may inflame, or moderate, his 
fanguinary paffions. The caufe of humanity, and 
that of perfecution, have been afferted by the 
fame Ambrofe, with equal energy, and with 

equal fuccefs. 

Generality After the defeat and death of the tyrant of 
dofl'^ 0 ” fJaul, the Soman world was in the pofieffion of 
A. b. Theodofius, He derived from the choice of Gra- 
,188-391. tiari his honourable title to the provinces of the 
Ealt : he had acquired the Weft by the right of 
cpnqueft ; and the three years which he fpent 
in Italy, were ufefully employed to reftore the 

*- Code?: Tlieodof. 1 . ix. tit. xl. leg. 13. The date and circumftance* 
of this law are perplexed with difficulties ; but I feel myfelf inclined 
to favour the Isoneft efforts of Tillemont (Iiilt. des lump. torn. v. 
p. 721.) and Pagi (Critica, tom. i. p. j 78.). 

’ : Un prince qui aime la religion, et qui la craint, eft un lion qui 
cede a la main qui 1 c flatte, ou a la voix qui 1 ’appaife. Efprit des Loix a 
1. xxiv. c. 2. 

authority 
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authority of the laws; and to corredt the nbufes, chap. 
which had prevailed with impunity under the xxvir ^ 
ufurpati on of Maximus, and the minority of Va- 
lentinian. The name of Valentinian was regu- 
larly inferted in the public acts : but the tender 
age, and doubtful faith, of the fon of Juft in a, ap- 
peared to require the prudent care of an orthodox 
guardian; and his fpecious ambition might have 
excluded the unfortunate youth, without a ftrug- 
gle, and almoft without a murmur, from the 
adminiftration, and even from the inheritance, 
of the empire. If Theodoftus bad confulted the 
rigid maxims of in tereft and policy, his conduct, 
would have been juftihed by his friends ; but the 
generofity of his behaviour on this memorable 
occafton has extorted the applaufe of his moft 
inveterate enemies. He feated Valentinian on 
the throne of Milan ; and, without ftipulating any 
prelent or future advantages, reftored him to the. 
abfolute dominion of all the provinces from which 
he had been driven by the arms of Maximus. To 
the ,reftitution of his ample patrimony, Theo- 
dofius added the free and generous gift of* the 
countries beyond the Alps, which his fuccefsful 
valour had recovered from the aftaffin of Gra- 
tian 101 . Satisfied with the glory which he had 
acquired, by revenging the death of his benefac- 
tor, and delivering the Weft from the yoke of 
tyranny, the Emperor returned from Milan to 

JrI Taro -rrspi svipysreng xaSmov uvcit, is die niggard praife of 
Zofimi is lumfelf ( 1 . iv. p. 297.). Auguftin fays, with ibme happinefs 
of expreffion, Valentinianum .... inifericordiffima vencralioae 
rellifair. 


Con- 
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c H A P. Conftantinople j and, in the peaceful poffeffiou 
xxm of the Eaft, mfenlibly relapfed into his former 
habits of luxury and indolence. Theodofius dift 
charged his obligation to the brother, he indulged 
his conjugal tendernefs to the lifter, of Valenti- 
nian : and pofterity, which admires the pure and 
lingular glory of his elevation, mull applaud his 
unrivalled generality in the ufe of victory, 
charafler The Emprefs Juftina did not long furvive her 
«ian[ alentl " return to Italy ; and, though Ihe beheld the tri- 
A.D.391. umph of Theodolius, Hie was not allowed to in- 
fluence the government of her fon 101 . The per- 
nicious attachment to the Arian fedt, which 
Valentinian had imbibed from her example and 
inllrudtions, were foon eraled by the ieflbns of a 
more orthodox education. His growing zeal for 
the faith of Nice, and his filial reverence for the 
character and authority of Ambrofe, difpofed the 
Catholics to entertain the molt favourable opi- 
nion of the virtues of the young Emperor of the 
Weft I03 . They applauded his chaftity and tem- 
perance, his contempt ofpleafure, his application 
to bulinels, and his tender affection for his two 
lifters \ which could not, however, feduce his im- 
partial equity to pronounce an unjuft fentence 
againft the meatieft of his fubjedts. But this 
amiable youth, before he had accomplifhed the 
twentieth year of his age, was opprelfed by do- 

hJ2 Sozometi, 1 . vii. c. 14- His chronology is very irregular. 

10i See Ambrofe (tom. ii. de Obit. Valentinian, c. 15, &c. p. 1:178. 
e. 36, &c. p. 1184.). When the young Emperor gave an entertain- 
ment, he failed himfelf ; he refilled to fee an handfome aitrefs, &c. 
Since he ordered his wild beafts to be killed, it is ungenerous in Philo- 
ftorgius, (1. xi. c. 1.) to reproach him with the love of that amufement. 

me flic 
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meftic treafon ; and the empire was again in- chap. 
volved in the horrors of a civil war. Ajrbo- , XX J IL , 
gaftes ° 4 , a gallant foldier of the nation of the 
Franks, held the fecond rank in the fervice of 
Gratian. On the death of his mailer, he joined 
the llandard of Theodofius ; contributed, by his 
valour and military conduct, to the definition of 
the tyrant ; and was appointed, after the vitory, 
mailer-general of the armies of Gaul. His real 
merit, and apparent fidelity, had gained the 
confidence both of the prince and people ; 
his boundlefs liberality corrupted the allegiance 
of the troops ; and, whilll he was univerfally 
elleemed as the pillar of the Hate, the bold and 
crafty Barbarian was fecretly determined, either 
to rule, or to ruin, the empire of the Well. The 
important commands of the army were diltri- 
buted among the Franks; the creatures of Ar- 
bogaft.es were promoted to all the honours and 
offices of the civil government ; the progrels of 
the confpiracy removed every faithful fervant 
from the prefence of Valentinian ; and the Em- 
peror, without power, and without intelligence, 
infenfibly funk into the precarious and dependent 
condition of a captive 105 . The indignation which 
he expreffed, though it might arife only from the 
rafh and impatient temper of youth, may be can- 
didly afcribed to the generous fpirit of a prince, 

,£ ’ 4 Zofimus (Liv. p. 275.) praifes the enemy of Theodofius. But 
he is detefted by Socrates (1. v. c. 25.), and Orofius (I. vii. c. 35.}. 

K5 Gregory of Tours (I. ii. c. p. 165. in the fecond volume of 
the Hiftorians of France) has preferved a curious fragment of Sulpiciue 
Alexander, an hiftorian far more valuable than himfelf. 

who 
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c h a P. who felt that he was not unworthy to reign. 
t xx J IL , He fecretly invited the Archbifliop of Milan 
to undertake the office of a mediator; as the 
pledge of his fmcerity, and the guardian of his 
Safety. He contrived to apprife the Emperor of 
the Eafiof his helplefs iituation; and he de-. 
dared, that, unlefs Theodofms could fpeedily 
march to his affi fiance, he mull attempt to efcape 
from the palace, or rather prifon, of Vienna in 
Gaul, where he had imprudently fixed his refi- 
dencein the midfl of the hoftile fadion. But the 
hopes of relief were diflapt, $nd doubtful ; and, 
as every day furnifhed fome pew provocation, 
the Emperor, without flrength or counfel, too 
baflily refolyed to rifk an immediate contefl with 
his powerful general. He received Arbogaftes 
on the throne; and, as the Count approached 
with fome appearance of refpeel, delivered to 
him a paper, which difmiffed him from all his 
employments. ce My authority,” replied Arbo- 
gaftes with infulting coolnefs, “ does not depend 
<e on the fmile, or. the frown, of a monarch 
and he contemptuoufly threw the paper on the 
ground. The indignant monarch fnatdied at 
the fword of one of the guards, which he itrug- 
gled to draw from its fcabbard ; and it was 
not without fome degree of violence that he was 
prevented from ufing the deadly weapon againfi 
enem ^’ or himfelfi A few days after 

May i j. this extraordinary quarrel, in which he had ex- 

pofed his refentment and his weaknefs, the un- 
fortunate Valentinian was found firangled in his 
apartment ; and fome pains were employed to 

difguife 
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dilguife the, manifefb guilt ofArbogaftes, and c h ap. 
to perfuade the world that the death of the , , 
young Emperor had been the voluntary effect of 
his own defpair xo£ V His body was conduced 
with decent pomp to the fepulchre of Milan ; 
and the Archbilhop pronounced a funeral ora- 
tion to commemorate his virtue, and his mif- 
fortunes I07 . On this occafion, the humanity of 
Ambrofe tempted him to make a lingular breach 
in his theological fyftem ; and to comfort the 
weeping lifters of Valentinian, by the firm af- 
furance, that their pious brother, though he had 
hot received the facraraent of baptifna, was in- 
troduced, without difficulty, into the inanitions 
of eternal blifs l0S . 

The prudence of Arhogaftes had prepared the ufurpation 
fuccels of his ambitious deligns : and the provin- of puge- 
cials, in whole bread every fentiment of patrio- . 
thin or loyalty were extinguilhed, expected, with 392—394. 
tame relignation, the unknown mailer, whom 
the choice’ of a Frank might place on the Impe- 
rial throne. But fome remains of pride and 
prejudice Hill oppofed the elevation of Arbo- 
gaites himfelf; and the judicious Barbarian 

1 ‘ 1 * * * * 6 Godefroy (Differtat. ad Philoftorg, p. 439—434.) has dili- 
gently collected allthe'circumftances of the death of Valentinian II. 

The variations, and the ignorance of contemporary writers, prove 
that* it was iecret. 

K ' ! De Obitu Valentinian. tom. vi. p. 1173—1196. He is forced to 
fpeak a difcreet and obfcure language : yet he is much bolder than any 
laymen, or perhaps any other ecclefiaftic, would have dared to be. 

loi See c.31. p. 1188. c. 75. p.1193. Don Chardon (Hift. de« 

Sacramens, tom. i. p. 86.), who owns that St. Ambrofe moil ilre- 
nuouily maintains the huUfpenJabk neceihty of baptiftn, labours to re- 
concile the contradiction. 

thought 
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thought it more advifable to reign under the 
name of fome dependant Roman. He bellowed 
the purple on the rhetorician Eugenius' 09 ; whom 
he had already raifed from the place of his do- 
medic fecretary, to the rank of mader of the 
offices. In the courfe both of his private and 
public fervice, the Count had always approved 
the attachment and abilities of Eugenius ; his 
learning and eloquence, fupported by the gra- 
vity of his manners, recommended him to the 
edeem of the people ; and the reluctance, with 
which he feeraed to afcend the throne, may in- 
ipire a favourable prejudice of his virtue and 
moderation. The ambadadors of the new Em- 
peror were immediately difpatched to the court 
of Theododus, to communicate, with afieCted 
grief, the unfortunate accident of the death 
of Valentinian ; and without mentioning the 
name of Arbogades, - to requed that the mo- 
narch of the Eaft would embrace, as his lawful 
colleague, the relpeCtable citizen, who had ob- 
tained the unanimous fuffrage of the armies 
and provinces of the Wed IK C Theododus was 
judly provoked, that the perfidy of a Barba- 
rian fliould have deftroyed, in a moment, the 
labours, and the fruit, of his former victory ; 
and he was excited by the tears of his beloved 

109 Quem fibi Germaniis faraulura delegerat exul, 
is the contemptuous expreffion of Claudian (iv. Conf. Hon. 74.). Eu- 
genius profefied Chriftianityj but his fecret attachment to Paganifm 
(Sozomen, i. vii. c. %%. Philoftorg. I. xi. c. %.) is probable in a gram- 
marian, and would fecure the friendihip of Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p. 376, 
»77-> V 

1,0 Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p.478.) mentions this embafly ; but he is di- 
verted by another itory from relating the events. 

wife. 
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wife 11 ', to revenge the fate of her unhappy c . has. 
brother, and once more to affert by arms the , xx y iL , 
violated majelty of the throne. But as the fe- 
cond conqueft of the Weft, was a talk of diffi- 
culty and danger, he difmiffed with fplendid 
prefents, and an ambiguous anfwer, the am- 
baffadors of Eugenius ; and almofl two years 
were confirmed in the preparations of the civil 
war. Before he formed any deeifive refolution, Theodo- 
the pious Emperor was anxious to difcover the 
will of Heaven ; and as the progrels of Chrif- war. 
tianity had filenced the oracles of Delphi and 
Dodona, he confulted an Egyptian monk, who 
poffeffed, in the opinion of the age, the gift 
of miracles, and the knowledge of futurity. 
Eutropius, one of the favourite eunuchs of the 
palace of Conftantinople, embarked for Alex- 
andria, from whence he failed up the Nile as 
far as the city of Lycopolis, or of Wolves, in 
the remote province of Thebais In the 
neighbourhood of that city, and on the fummit 
of a lofty mountain, the holy John 113 had con- 
ftru6ted, with his own hands, an humble cell, in 

which 

111 Evverccext-ev hi rum yapem YaXXa ra Qaaihucc rov a.cieXtyo'j oXatyv- 
fopevo. Zofim. 1 . iv. p. *77. He afterwards fays (p. 2,80.), that Galla 
died in childbed ; and intimates, that the affiidtion of her hulband was 
extreme, but fliort. 

11 2 Lycopolis is the modern Suit, or Ofiot, a town of Said, about 
thefize,of St. Denys, which drives a profitable trade with the kingdom 
of Sennaar, and has a very convenient fountain, “ cujus potu figna vir- 
f( ginitatis eripiuntur.” See D’Anville, Defcription de PEgypte, 
p.x8x. Abulfeda. Defcript. iEgypt. p. 14. and the curious Anno- 
tations, p. 25. 9»* of his editor Michaelis. 

113 The Life of John of Lycopolis is defcribed by his two friends, 

Rufinus (!. «. c.L p. 449.}, and Palladius (Hift. Laufiac. c. 43. 

p.738.) 
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c H A p. which he had dwelt above -fifty years, without 

, xx y iL _, opening his door, without feeing the face of a 
woman, and without tailing any food that had 
been prepared by fire, or any human art. Five 
days of the week he fipent in prayer and medi- 
tation 5 but on Saturdays and Sundays he regu- 
larly opened a fmall window, and gave audience 
to the crowd of fuppliants who fucceflively flowed 
from every part of the Chriltian world. The 
eunuch of Theodofius approached the window 
with relpe&ful Heps, propofed his queflions con- 
cerning the event of the civil war, and foon re- 
turned with a favourable oracle, which animated 
the courage of the Emperor by the alfurance of 
a bloody, but infallible victory II4 . The accom- 
piilhment of the prediction was forwarded by all 
the means that human prudence could fiipply. 
The indullry of the two mailer-generals, Stilicho 
and Timafius, was directed to recruit the num- 
bers, and to revive the difcipline, of the Homan 
legions. The formidable troops of Barbarians 
marched under the enfigns of their national 
chieftains. The Iberian, the Arab, and the 
Goth, who gazed on each other with mutual 
aflonilhment, were enlifted in the fervice of 
the fame prince ; and the renowned Alaric 
' acquired, in the fchool of Theodofius, the 
knowledge of the art of war, which he after- 

p. 73S.) in Rofweyde’s great Collection of the Vitcs Patrum. Til- 
lemnnt (Mem, Ecclef. tom. x. p. 718. po.) has fettled the chro- 
nology. 

"+ Sozomen, l.vii. 0.3a. Claudiah (in Eutrop. Li, 7,1a.) men- 
tions the eunuch’s journey : hut he moft contemptuoufly derides the 
Egyptian dreams, and the oracles of the 'Nile. 


wants 
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Wards fo fatally exerted for the deftru^tion of c H A P 
Rome I1S . . 

The Emperor of the Well, or, to fpeah more His vic- 
properly, his general Arbogaftes, was inllru died 
by the mifcondudt and misfortune of Maximus, a. d. 394 , 
how dangerous it might prove to extend the ^P 1 * 6 * 
line of defence again 11 a fkilfiil antagonift, 
who was free to prefs, or to fu'fpend, to con- 
tract, or to multiply, his various methods of 
attack tl \ Arbogaltes fixed his flat! on on the 
confines of Italy : the troops of Theodofius 
were permitted to occupy, without refiftance, 
the provinces of Pannonia, as far as the foot 
of the Julian Alps ; and even the pafiages of 
the mountains were negligently, or perhaps 
artfully, abandoned, to the bold invader. He 
defeended from the hills, and beheld, with 
fome aftonilhment, the formidable camp of the 
Gauls and Germans, that covered with arms 
and tents the open country, which extends 
to the walls of Aquileia, and the banks of 

1.5 Zofimus, 1 . iv. p. 280. Socrates, -], vin ip. Alark hjmfelf 
{de Bell. Getico, 524.) dwells with mere complacency on his early 
exploits againft the Romans. 

. . . . Tot Auguftus Hebro qui telle fugavi. 

Yet his vanity could fcarcely have proved this -plurality of flying em- 
perors. 

1.6 Claudian (in iv Conf. Honor. 77, &c.) contrails the military 
plans of the two ufurpers ; 

. . . . Novitas audere priorem 

Suadebat ; cautumque dabant exempla fequentera 
Hie rova moliri prseceps : hie quserere tutus 
Providus. Hie fufis ; colledlis viribus ille. 

Hie vagus excurrens ; his intra clauftra redudlus 
Difiimiles ; fed morte pares. .... 


TOH. V. 
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the Frigidus XI? , or Cold River 118 . This narrow 
theatre of the war, circumfcribed by the Alps 
and the Hadriatic, did not allow much room 
for the operations of military fkill ; the fpirit of 
Arbogafles would have difdained a pardon j his 
guilt extinguilhed the hope of a negotiation : 
and Theodolius was impatient to fatisfy his glory 
and revenge, by the chaftifement of the affaf- 
tins of Valentinian. Without weighing the na- 
tural and artificial obftacles that oppofed his 
efforts, the Emperor of the Eaft immediately 
attacked the fortifications of his rivals, affigned 
the poll of honourable danger to the Goths, 
and cherilhed a fecret willi, that the bloody 
conflict might dimimlh the pride and numbers 
of the conquerors. Ten thoufand of thofe 
auxiliaries, and Bacurius, general of . the Ibe- 
rians, died bravely on the field of battle. But 
the victory was not purchafed by their blood : 
the Gauls maintained their advantage j and 
the approach of night protected the diforderly 
flight, or retreat, of the troops of Theodolius. 
The Emperor retired to the adjacent hills j 
where he paffed a difconfolate night, with- 
out deep, without provifions, and without 

117 The Frigidus, a fmall, though memorable, dream in the country 
®f Goretz, now called the Vipao, falls into the Sontius, or Lifonzo, 
above Aquileia, fome miles from the Hadriatic. See D’Anville’s 
ancient and modern maps, and the Italia Antiqua of Cluveriu* 
(tom. i. p. 188.). 

118 Claudian’s wit is intolerable : the fnow was dyed red ; the cold 
river fmoaked ; and the channel muft have been choaked with carcafes, 
if the current had not been fwelled with blood. 
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liopes 119 5 except that ftrorig afiurance, which, c h AP. 
imder the inoft defperate circumftances, the in- , X ™ L , 
dependent mind may derive from the contempt 
of fortune and of life. The triumph of Eugenius 
was celebrated by the infolent and diffolute joy 
of his camp ; whilft the active and vigilant Ar- 
bogaftes fecretly detached a confiderable body of 
troops to occupy the pafies of the mountains, and 
to encompafs the rear of the Eaftern army. The 
dawn of day difcovered to the eyes of Theodolius 
the extent and the- extremity of his danger : but 
his apprehenfions were ibon difpelled, by a 
friendly mefi'age from the leaders of thofe troops, 
who exprefied their inclination to defertthe ftand- 
ard of the tyrant. The honourable and lucra- 
tive rewards, which they ftipulated as the price 
of their perfidy, were granted without helitation $ 
and as ink and paper could not eafily be procured, 
the Emperor fubfcribed, on his own tablets, the 
ratification of the treaty. The fpirit of his fol- 
diers was revived by this feafonable reinforce- 
ment : and they again inarched, with confidence, 
to furprife the camp of a tyrant, whofe principal 
officers appeared to diftruft, either the jultice, or 
the fuccefs, of his arms. In the heat of the 
battle, a violent tempelt l -°, fuch as is often felt 

among 

1,9 Theodoret affirms, that St. John, and St. Philip, appeared to 
the waking, or fleeping, Emperor, on horfeback, &c. This is the firft 
inftance of apoftolic chivalry, which afterwards became fo popular iii 
Spain, and in the Crufades. 

120 Te propter, gelidis Aquilo de monte procellis 
Obruit adverfas acies ; revolutaque tela 
Vertit in au&ores, et turbine reppulit haftas. 

0 nimium diledte Deo, cui fundit ab antris 
Q a 


-Solus 
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among the Alps, fuddenly arofe from the Eaftv 
The army of Theodofius was fheltered by their 
pofition from the impetuofity of the wind, which 
blew a cloud of dull in the faces of the enemy, 
difordered their ranks, wrefted their weapons 
from their hands, and diverted, or repelled, their 
ineffectual javelins. This accidental advantage 
was fkilfully improved ; the violence of the ftorm 
was magnified by the fuperftitious terrors of the 
Gauls ; and they yielded without lhame to the 
invifible powers of Heaven, who feemed to mili- 
tate on the fide of the pious* Emperor. His vic- 
tory was decifive ; and the deaths of his two rivals 
were diflinguifhed only by the difference of their 
characters. The rhetorician Eugenius, who had 
aim oft acquired the dominion of the world, was 
reduced to implore the mercy of the conqueror ; 
and the unrelenting foldiers feparated his head 
from his body as he lay proftrate at the feet of 
Theodofius. Arbogaftes, after the lofs of a bat- 
tle, in which he had difcharged the duties of a 
foldier and a general, wandered feveral days 
among the mountains. But when he was con- 
vinced that his caufe vgts defperate, and his 
efcape impracticable, the intrepid Barbarian imi- 
tated the example of the ancient Romans, and 

iEolus artnatas Iiyemes ; cui militat iEther, 

Et conjurati veniunt ad claffica vend; 

Thefe famous lines of Claudian, (iniii. Conf. Honor. 93, &c. A. D„ 
396.) are alleged by his contemporaries, Auguftin and Orofius ; who 
fupprefs the Pagan deity of iEolus ; and add fome circumftances from 
the information of eye-witnefles. Within four months after the vic- 
tory, it was compared by Ambrofe to the miraculous victories of 
Mofes and Jofliua. 


turned 
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turned his fword againfl his own bread. The e h ap, 
fate of the empire was determined in a narrow cor- , XX J IL , 
ner of Italy ; and the legitimate fucceffor of the 
houfe of Valentinian embraced the Archbifliop 
of Milan, and gracionfiy received the fub million 
of the provinces of the Weft. Thofe provinces 
were involved in the guilt of rebellion ; while 
the inflexible courage of Ambrofe alone had re- 
fitted the claims of fuccefsful ufurpation. With 
a manly freedom, which might have been fatal 
to any other fubjeCt, the Archbifliop reje6ted the 
gifts of Eugenius, declined his correfpondence, 
and withdrew himfelf from Milan, to avoid the ' 
odious prefence of a tyrant ; whofe downfal he 
predicted in difcreet and ambiguous language. 

The merit of Ambrofe was applauded by the con- 
queror, who fecured the attachment of thepeo.- 
pie by -his alliance with the church: and the 
clemency of Theodofius is afcribed to the hu- 
mane interceflion of the Archbifliop of Milan' 21 . 

After the defeat of Eugenius, the merit, as Death of 
well as the authority, of Theodofius, was cheer- ^ odo ' 
fully acknowledged by all the inhabitants of the A.D.395, 
Jtom an world. The experience of his paft con- Jan ‘ 17 ' 
duCt encouraged the moft pleating expectations 
of his future reign ; and the age of the Empe- 
ror, which did not exceed fifty years, feemed 
to extend the profpeCt of the public felicity, 

151 The events of this civil war are gathered from Ambrofe (tom. iv 
Epift. lxii. p. ioaa.), Paulinus (in Vit.'Ambrof. c. 36 — 34.), Auguftin 
(de Civitat. Dei, v, 36.), Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 35.), Sozomen ( 1 . vii. 
c. 34.), Theodoret ( 1 . v. c. 34.), Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p. 281, 383.), Claudian 
(i» .iii Conf. Hon. 63 — 105. in iv Conf. Hon. 70— 1x7.), and the 
Chronicles publifhed by Scaliger. 

g 3 His 
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c H A p. His death, only four months after his victory, 
xxvii. was confidered by the people as an unforefeen 
and fatal event, which deltroyed, in a moment, 
the hopes of the riling generation. But the 
indulgence of eafe and luxury had fecretly 
nourilhed the principles of difeafe IM . The 
llrength of Theodolius was unable to fupport 
the Hidden and violent tranfition from the pa- 
lace to the camp ; and the increaling fymptoms 
of a dropfy announced the fpeedy dilTolution 
of the Emperor, The opinion, and perhaps 
the intereft, of the public had confirmed the di» 
vifion of the Eaftern and Weltern empires ; and 
the two royal youths, Arcadius and Honorius, 
who had already obtained, from the tendernefs 
of their father, the title of Auguftus, were de- 
fined to fill the thrones of Conftantinople and 
of Home. Thole princes were not permitted 
to lhare the danger and glory of the civil 
war J23 ; but as foon as Theodolius had trE 
umphed over his unworthy rivals, he called his 
younger fon, Honorius, to enjoy the fruits of 
the victory, and to receive the fceptre of the 
Weft, from the hands of his dying father. The 
arrival of Honorius at Milan was welcomed by a 
fplendid exhibition of the games of the Circus; 

122 This difeafe, afcribed by Socrates (I. v. c. a 6.) to the fatigues 
of war, is reprefented by Philoftorgms '( 1 . xi. c. a.) as the effedt of 
doth and intemperance ; for which Photius calls him an impudent liar 
(Godefroy, Difiert. p. 438.). 

113 Zofimus fuppofes, that the bqy Honorius accompanied his father 
(Liv. p. »8o.). Yet the quanto flagrabant pedtora veto, is all that 
flattery would, allow to a contemporary poet ; who clearly defcribes 
the Emperor’s refulal, and the journey of Honorius, after the vidtory 
(Claudian in iiiConf. 78— 

and 
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and the Emperor, though he was oppreffed by c HA P. 
the weight of his diforder, contributed by his , XXVIL , 
prefence to the public joy. But the remains 
of his ftrength were exhaufted by the painful 
effort, which he made, to aflift at the fpeCfcacles 
of the morning. Honorius fupplied, during the 
reft of the day, the place of his father ; and 
the great Theodofius expired in the enfuing 
night Notwithftanding the recent animofh 
ties of a civil war, his death was univerfally 
lamented. The Barbarians, whom he had van- 
quifhed, and the churchmen, by whom he had 
been fubdued, celebrated, with loud and fin- 
cere applaufe, the qualities of the deceafed 
Emperor, which appeared the moft valuable in 
their eyes. The Romans were terrified by the 
impending dangers of a feeble and divided ad- 
miniftration j and every dilgraceful moment of 
the unfortunate reigns of Arcadius and Honorius 
revived the memory of their irreparable lofs. 

In the faithful picture of the virtues of Theo- corruption 
dofius, his imperfections have not been dilfem- °f the 
bled ; the aCl of cruelty, and the habits of in- times ’ 
dolence, which tarnifhed the glory of one of the 
greateft of the Roman princes. An hiftorian, 
perpetually adverfe to the fame of Theodofius, 
has exaggerated his vices, and their pernicious 
effects ; he boldly afferts, that every rank of 
fubjeCts imitated the effeminate manners of their 
fovereign j that every fpecies of corruption pol- 
luted the courfe of public and private life j and 
that the feeble reftraints of order and decency 
were infufficient to refill the progrefs of that 
a 4 dege- 
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c H A F. degenerate fpirit, which facrifices, without a 
klnfli* ^' je confideration of duty and interefl to 
the bafe indulgence of Aoth and appetite 
The complaints of contemporary writers, who 
deplore the increafe of luxury, and depravation 
of manners, are commonly expreffive of their 
peculiar temper and fituation. There are few 
obfervers, who poflefs a clear and comprehen- 
five view of the revolutions of fociety; and who 
are capable of difcovering the nice and fecret 
fprings of adiion, which impel, in the fame uni- 
form direction, the blind and capricious pa£ 
fiotis of a multitude of individuals. If it can be 
affirmed, with any degree of truth, that the 
luxury of the Romans was more lhamelefs and 
diffolute in the reign of Theodofius than in the 
age of Conftantine, perhaps, or of Auguilus, the 
alteration cannot be afcribed to any beneficial 
improvements, which had gradually increafed 
the flock of national riches. A long period of 
calamity or decay mult have checked the in- 
duftry, and diminilhed the wealth, of the peo- 
ple; and their profufe luxury mull have been 
the reful t of that Indolent defpair, which en- 
joys the prefent hour, and declines the thoughts 
of futurity. The uncertain condition of their 
property difcouraged the fubjedts of Theodo- 
iius from engaging in thofe ufeful and laborious 
undertakings which require an immediate ex- 
pence, and promife a flow and diflant advan- 
tage. The frequent examples of ruin and defo- 
lation tempted them not to ipare the remains of 

124 Zofimus, 1 . iv. p. 344. 

a patrb 
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g> patrimony, which might, every hour, be- chap. 
come the prey of the rapacious Goth. And the XXV?L , 
niacl prodigality which prevails in the confufion 
of a fhipwreck, or a liege, may ferve to explain 
the progrefs of luxury amidft the misfortunes 
and terrors of a linking nation. 

The effeminate luxury, -which infected the Theinfan- 
raanners of courts and cities, had inftilled a fe- j^theu- 
cret and definitive poifon into the camps of the armour, 
legions : and their degeneracy has been marked 
by the pen of a military writer, who had accu- 
rately Itudied the genuine and ancient principles 
of Roman difcipline. It is the juft and important 
obfervation of Yegetius, that the infantry was 
invariably covered with defenfive armour, from 
the foundation of the city, to the reign of the 
Emperor Gratian. The relaxation of difcipline, 
and the difufe of exercife, rendered the foldiers 
lefs able, and lefs willing, to fupport the fatigues 
of the fervice ; they complained of the weight of 
the armour, which they feldom wore j and they 
fucceflively obtained the permiffion of laying 
afide both their cuirafies and their helmets. The 
heavy weapons of their anceftors, the Ihort fword, 
and the formidable pilum , which had fubdued the 
world, infenfibly dropped, from their feeble hands. 

As the ufe of the fhield is incompatible with that 
of the bow, they reluctantly marched into the 
field ; condemned to fuffer, either the pain of 
wounds, or the ignominy of flight, and always 
difpofed to prefer the more lhameful alternative. 

The cavalry of the Goths, the Huns, and the 
Alani, had felt the benefits, and adopted the ufe, 

of 
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chap, of defenfive armour; and, as they excelled m 
xxvn. t h e management of miffile weapons, they eaiily 
i "" v ' overwhelmed the naked and trembling legions, 
whole heads and breads were expofed, without 
defence, to the arrows of the Barbarians. The 
lofs of armies, the deftruaion of cities, and the 
dilhonour of the Roman name, meftefituaU} foli- 
ated the fucceffors of Gratian to reftore the hel- 
mets and cuiraffes of the infantry. The ener- 
va ted foldiers abandoned their own, and the pub- 
lie, defence ; and their pufillanimous indolence 
may be confidered as the immediate caufe of 
the downfal of the empire ias , ' 

.** Vegetius, de Re Militari, 1.1. c. Jo. The feries of calamities, 
, . v y f m . iv ks, compel us to believe, that the Hero, to whom he 
Saw 1* boot, b the lull and moil rngloriou. of the Valeabmana. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Final Deftruffiion of Paganijm . — Introduction of 
the Worfiif of Saints , and Helics 9 among the 
Chri/Uans . 

^jpHE rain of Paganifm, in the age of Theo- c hap. 

dofius, is perhaps the only example of the xx y j R^ 
total extirpation of any ancient and popular fu- The de« 
perdition ; and may therefore defer ve to be con- 
lidered, as a lingular event in the hillory of the religion, 
human mind. TheChriftians, more efpecially the A - D 37§ 
clergy, had impatiently fupported the prudent d e- "” 395 * 
lays of Conllantine, and the equal toleration of 
the elder Valentinian ; nor could they deem their 
conquell perfect or fecure, as long as their ad- 
verfaries were permitted to exift. The influence, 
which Ambrofe and his brethren had acquired 
over the youth of Gratian, and the piety of 
Theodofius, was employed to infufe the maxims 
of perfecution into the breafts of their Imperial 
profelytes. Two fpecious principles of religious 
jurifprudence were eftablilhed, from whence they 
deduced a direct and rigorous conclulion, againft 
the fubjects of the empire, who ftill adhered to 
the ceremonies of their ancellors : that the 
magiftrate is, in fome meafure, guilty of the 
crimes which he neglects to prohibit, or to 
punilh ; and, that the idolatrous worfhip of fa- 
bulous deities, and real daemons, is the moll 
abominable crime again ft the fupreme majelty of 

the 
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,c H A P. the Creator. The laws of Mofes, and the 
xxviii. examples of Jewifli hiflory were haftily, per-* 
haps erroneoufly, applied, by the clergy, to the 
mild and univerfal reign of Chriflianity 2 . The 
zeal of the emperors was excited to vindicate 
their own honour, and that of the -Deity : and 
the temples of the Roman world were fubverted, 
about lixty years after the con verfion of Con- 
ftantine. 

State of From the age of Numa, to the reign of Gra- 
atXme 1 the Romans prefer ved the regular fuccef- 

lion of the feveral colleges of the facer dotal 
order 3 . Fifteen Pontiffs exercifed their fu- 
preme jurifdidtion over all things, and perfons, 
that were confecrated to the fervice of the gods ; 
and the various queftions which perpetually arofe 
in a loofe and traditionary fyftem, were fubmitted 
to the judgment of their holy tribunal. Fifteen 
grave and learned Augurs obferved the face of 
the heavens, and prefcribed the actions of heroes, 
according to the flight of birds. Fifteen keepers 
of the Sybilline books (their name of Quin- 

1 St. Ambrofe (tom. ii. de Obit. Theodof. p. iao8.) exprefsly 
praifes and recommends 'the zeal of Jofiab in the deftrudlion of idolatry. 
The language of Julius Firmicus Maternus on the fame fubjeft (de 
Errore Profan. Relig. p. 467. edit. Gronov.) is pioufly inhuman. 
Nee filio jubet (the Mofaic Law) parci, nec fratri, et per amatam con- 
jugem gladium vindicem ducit, &c. 

*• Bayle (tom.ii. p.406, in his Commentaire Philofophique) juf- 
tifies, and limits, thefe intolerant laws by the temporal reign of Jehovah 
#ver the Jews. The attempt is laudibie. 

3 See the outlines of the Roman hierarchy in Cicero (deLegibus, 
ii. 7, 8.) f Livy (i. ao.), Dionyfius Harlicarnaffenfis ( 1 . ii. p. 119-— lag. 
edit. Hudfon), Beaufort (Republique Romaine, tom, i. p. 1 — 90.), and 
Moyle (vol. i. p. 10— 55.). The laft is the work of an EnglilhWhig, as 
well as of a Roman antiquary. 
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decemvirs was derived from their number) £ it A K 
occafionally confiilted the hiftory of future, and xx y gI - t 
as it fhould feem, of contingent, events. Six 
Vestals devoted their virginity to the guard 
of the facred fire, and of the 1 unknown pledges 
of the duration of Rome ;■ which no mortal had 
been differed to behold with impunity 4 . Seven 
Epulos prepared the table of the gods, con- 
ducted the folemn procefiion, and regulated 
the ceremonies of the annual feftival. The 
three Flamens of Jupiter,- of Mars, and of 
Quirinus, were eonfidered as the peculiar mi- 
nifters of the three moil powerful deities, who 
watched over the fate of Rome and of the 
univerfe. The King of the Sacrifices repre- 
fented the perfon of Numa, and of his fuccef- 
fors,. in the religious fundlions, which could be 
performed only by royal hands. The confra- 
ternities of the Salians, the Lupercals, & c., 
p.ra&ijfed fueh rites as might extort a fmile 
of contempt from every reafonable man, with 
a lively confidence of recommending themfelves 
to the favour of the immortal gods. The au- 
thority, which the Roman pr lefts had formerly 
obtained in the counfels of the republic, was 
gradually abolifhed by the eftablifhment of mo- 
narchy,. and the removal of the feat of em- 

4 Thele myftic, and perhaps imaginary, fymbols have given birth ta 
various fables and conjectures. It feems' probable, that the Palladium 
was a fmall ftatue (three cubits aiid a half high) of Minerva, with a 
lance and diftaff; that it was ufually inclofed id a feria, or barrel ; and 
that a fimilar barrel was placed by its fide, to difcontert curiofity, of 
facrilege. See Mezeriac (Comment, fur les Epitres d’Ovide, tom.i.‘ 
p. 6© — 66.), and Lipfius. (tom. iii. p. 610, de Vefta, &c. c. 10.) » 

pire. 
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pire. But the dignity of their facred character 
was Itill protedted by the laws and manners 
of their country; and they Itill continued* 
more efpecially the college of pontiffs, to exer- 
cife in the capital, and fometimes in the pro- 
vinces, the rights of their ecclefiaftical and 
civil jurifdidtion. _ Their robes of purple, cha- 
riots of ftate, and fumptuous entertainments, 
attracted the admiration of the people; and 
they received from the confecrated lands, and 
the public revenue, an ample ftipend, which 
liberally fupported the fplendour of the prieft- 
hood, and all the expences of the religious 
worfhip of the Hate. As the fervice of the 
altar was not incompatible with the com- 
mand of armies, the Romans, after their con- 
fuHhips and triumphs, afpired to the place of 
pontiff, or of augur; the feats of 5 Cicero and 
Pornpey were filled, in the fourth century, by the 
moll illuffrious members of the fenate ; and the 
dignity of their birth reflected additional fplen- 
dour on their facerdotal character. The fifteen 
priefts, who compofed the college of pontiffs, 
enjoyed a more diftinguifhed rank as the compa- 
nions of their fovereign ; and the Chriftian em- 
perors condefcended to accept the robe and en- 
ffgns, which were appropriated to the office of 
fupreme pontiff. Butwhen Gratian afcended the 
throne, more fcrupulous, or more enlightened, 

5 Cicero frankly (ad Atticum, l.ii. Epift. 5.), or indire&ly (ad 
Familiar, I. xy. Epift 4.), confefles, that the Augurate is the fupreme 
obje6l of his wiflies. Pliny is proud to tread in the footfteps of Cieer© 
(Liv. Epift. 8.), and the chaiR of tradition might be continued from 
hjftory, and marbles. 

he 
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%e fternly reje6ted thofe profane fymbols 6 ; ap- « 
plied to the fervice of the Hate, or of the 
church, the revenues of the priefts and veftals ; 
abolilhed their honours and immunities; and 
diffolved the ancient fabric of Roman fuper- 
ftition, which was fupported by the opinions, 
and habits, of eleven hundred years. Pagan- 
ifm was ftill the conftitutional religion of the 
fenate. The hall, or temple, in which they 
affembled, was adorned by the ftatue and 
altar of Victory 7 8 : a majeftic female Handing 
on a globe, with flowing garments, expanded 
wings, and a crown of laurel in her’out-ftretclied 
hand s . The fenators were fworn on the altar 
of the goddefs, to obferve the laws of the em- 
peror and of the empire; and a folemn offer- 
ing of wine and incenfe was the ordinary pre- 
lude of their public deliberations 9 10 . The re- 
moval of this ancient monument was the only 
injury which Conftantius had offered to the fu- 
perftition of the Romans. The altar of Vi6lory 
was again reftored by Julian, tolerated by Va- 
lentinian, and once more banilhed from the fe- 
nate by the zeal of Gratian ! °. But the Emperor 

6 Zofimus, Liv. p. 249, 250. I have fupprefied the foolilh pun 
about Pontifex and Maximus. 

7 This itatue was tranfported from Tarentum to Rome, placed ih 
the Curia Julia by Ctefar, and decorated by Auguftus with the fpoils 
of Egypt. 

8 Pradentius ( 1 . ii. in initio) has drawn a very awkward portrait of 
'Victory; but the curious reader will obtain, more fatisfa&ion from 
Montfau con’s Antiquities (tom. i. p. 341.). 

9 See Suetonius (in Auguft. c. 35.), and the Exordium of Pliny’s 
Panegyric. 

10 Thefe fadls are mutually allowed by the two advocates, Sym- 
machus and Ambrofe. 

yet 
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chap, vet {pared the ftatues of the gods which were 
XXVIH. e X p 0 fed to the public veneration : four hundred 
' and twenty-four temples, or chapels, ftill re- 

mained to fatisfy the devotion of the people* 
and in every quarter of Rome the delicacy o 
the Chriftians was offended by the fumes of 
idolatrous facrifice 

Petition of But the Chriftians formed the leaft numerous 
.the fenate part y j n the fenate of Rome 12 ; and it was only 
2£rf by their abfence, that they could exprefs their 
Victory, diffent from the legal, though profane, a&s of a 
A,D * 384 * Pagan majority. In that aflembly the dying 
embers of freedom were, for a moment, revived 
and inflamed by the breath of fanaticifm. Pour 
refpe&able deputations were fucceffively voted to 
the Imperial court 13 , to reprefent the grievances 
of the priefthood and the fenate ; and to folicit 
the reftoration of the altar of Vidfcoiy. d he 
conduct' of this important bufinefs was entrufted 
to the eloquent Symmachus a wealthy and 

noble 


u The Notitia Ur bis, more recent than Conftantine, does not find 
«ne" Chriftian church worthy to be named among the edifices of the 
c i ty . Ambrofe (tom. u, Epift.xvu. p. 8a 5 .) deplores the public 
icandals of Rome, which continually offended the eyes, the ears, and 
the noftrils of the faithful. 

12 Ambrofe repeatedly affirms, in contradiction to common fenfe, 
(Moyle’s Works, vol.ii. p.X 47 *)> that the Chriftians had a majority 
in the fenate. . 

The firjl (A. D. 38a.) to Gratian, who refufed them audience. 
The fecond (A. D. 384.) to Valentinian, when the field was difputed 
by Symmachus and Ambrofe. The third (A.D. 388.) to Theodo- 
fius ; and the fourth (A.D* 39a.) to Valentinian. Lardner (Heathen" 
Teftimonies, vol. iv. p. 37a— 399 -) Lirly reprefents the whole 
tranfa&ion. 

h Symmachus, who was invefted with all the civil and facerdotal 
honours, reprefeuted the Emperor under the two characters of Pont if ex 

Maximus^ 
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noble fenator, who united the facred characters c i-i A P. 
of pontiff and augur, with the civil dignities of xx ^ riII, i 
proconful of Africa, and praefeCt of the city. 

The bread of Symmachus was animated by the 
warmed zeal for the caufe of expiring Pagan ifm ; 
and his religious antagonids lamented the abufe 
of his genius, an d the i n efficacy of his moral vir- 
tues SI . The orator, whofe petition is extant to 
the Emperor Valentinian, was ccmicious oi the 
difficulty and danger of the office which he had 
adumed. He cautioufly avoids every topic which 
might appear to reflect on the religion of his fove- 
reign ; humbly declares, that prayers and entrea- 
ties are his only arms; and artfully draw's his 
arguments from the fchools of rhetoric, rather 
than from thofe of philofophy. Symmachus en- 
deavours to feduce the imagination of a young 
prince, by difplaying the attributes of the god- 
defs of Victory ; he indnuates, that the confif- 
cation of the revenues, which were confecrated 
to the fervice of the gods, was a meafure un- 
worthy of his liberal and difintcreded character ; 
and he maintains, that the Roman facrifiees 
would be deprived of their force and energy, if 
they were no longer celebrated at the expence, 
as well as in the name, of the republic. Even 
fcepticifm is made to fupply an apology for 
fuperdition. The great and incomprehenfible 

Maximus , and Princess Senatus. See the proud infcription at the 
head of his works. 

16 As if any one, fays Prudentius (in Symmach. i. 639.), fliould 
dig in the mud with an inftrument of gold and ivory. Even faints, 
and polemic famts, treat this fldverfar.y with refpedl and civility. 

Jecret 


TQL. V. 


H 
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c H A v.fecret of the univerfe eludes the enquiry of man. 
t xx y nL , Where reafon cannot inftrudt, cultom may be 
permitted to guide ; and every nation feems to 
confult the dictates of prudence, by a- faithful 
attachment to thofe rights, and opinions, which 
have received the fandtion of ages. If thofe ages 
have been crowned with glory and profperity, if 
the devout people have frequently obtained the 
blefliogs which they have folieited at the altars 
of the gods, it mult appear ftill more advifable to 
perfift in the fame fal titary practice ; and not to 
r ilk the u nknown perils that may atten d any rath 
innovations. The teft of antiquity and fuccefs 
was applied with lingular advantage to the reli- 
gion of Numa ; and Rome herfelf, the caeleftial 
genius that prelided over the fates of the city, is 
introduced by the orator to plead her own caufe 
before the tribunal of the Emperors. “ Molt 
“ excellent princes,” fays the venerable matron, 
“ fathers of your country ! pity and relpect my 
“ age, which has hitherto flowed in an uninter- 
“ rupted courfe of piety. Since I do not repent, 
“ permit me to continue in the practice of my 
“ ancient rites. Since I am bora free, allow me 
ct to enjoy my domeltic. inltitutions. This reli- 
“ gion has reduced the world under my laws. 
“ Thefe rites have repelled Hannibal from the 
“ city, and the Gauls from the capitol. Were 
“ my grey heirs referved for fuch intolerable 
66 difgrace ? I am ignorant of the new fyflem, 
“ that I am required to adopt; but X am well 
“ affured, that the corredtipn of old age is 
£C always an ungrateful and ignominious of- 
ii' . u flee.” 
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4£ fice ’V 5 The fears of the people fupplied chap. 
what the difcretion of the orator had fup« , XX y iIL , 
prefled; "and the calamities, which afflicted, or 
threatened, the declining empire, were unani- 
mo ally imputed, by the Pagans, to the new 
religion of Chrift and of Conftantine. 

But the hopes of Synimachus were repeatedly Converfion. 
baffled by the firm and dexterous oppofition of 
the Archbilhop of Milan ; who fortified the Em- &c. 
perors again ft the fallacious eloquence of the ad- 
vocate of Rome. In this controversy, Ambrofe 
condefcends to fpeak the language of a philofo- 
pher, and to alk, with Some contempt, why it 
fiiould be thought neceflary to introduce an ima- 
ginary and invifible power, as the caufe of thofe 
victories which were fufficiently explained by the 
valour and difcipline of the legions. He juftly 
derides the abfurd reverence for antiquity, which 
could only tend to difcoiirage the improvements 
of art, and to replunge the human race into their 
original barbarifm. From thence gradually rif- 
ing to a more lofty and theological tone, he pro- 
nounces, that Chriftianity alone is the do&rine 
of truth and falvation ; and that every mode of 
Polytheifm conducts its deluded votaries, through 
the paths of error, to the abyfs of eternal perdu 

lfl See the fifty-fourth Epiftle of the tenth book of Symmachus. In 
the form and difpofition of his ten books of Epiftles, he imitated the 
younger Pliny ; whofe rich and florid ftyle he war. fuppofed, by his 
friends, to equal or excel (Macrob. Saturnal. 1. v. c. i.). But the 
luxuriancv of Symmachus confifls of barren leaves, without fruits, 
and even without flowers. Few fa<5ls, and few fentiments, can be 
extracted from his verbofe correfpondence. 

H 2 tlon. 
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tion l7 . Arguments like thefe, when they were 
fuggefted by a favourite bifhop, had power to 
prevent the refeoration of the altar of Victory ; 
but the fame arguments fell, with much more 
energy and effect, from the mouth of a con- 
queror ; and the gods of antiquity were dragged 
in triumph at the chariot- wheels of Theodofiiis 18 . 
In a full meeting of the fenate, the Emperor pro- 
pofed, according to the forms of the republic, 
the important quedion, Whether the worfhip of 
Jupiter, or that of Chrift, fhould be the religion 
of the Romans? The liberty of fuffrages, which 
he afte6ted to allow:, was dellroyed by the, hopes 
and fears that his prefence infpired 5 and the ar- 
bitrary exile of Symmachus was a recent admo- 
nition, that it might be dangerous to oppofe the 
wifhes of the monarch. On a regular divifion 
of the fenate, Jupiter was condemned and de- 
graded by the fenfe of a very large majority; and 
it is rather furprifing, that any members fliould be 
found bold enough to declare, by their Ipeeches 


17 See Amhrofe (tom. ii. Epift. xvii. xviii. p. 815 — 833.). The 
former of thefe epiftles is a Ihort caution ; the latter is a formal reply 
to the petition or libel of Symmachus. The lame ideas are more co~ 
pioufly exprefied in the poetry, if it may deferve that name, of Prudeifc 
tius ; who compofed Ms two books againft Symmachus (A. D. 404.) 
while that fenator was ftill alive. It is whimfical enough, that Mon- 
tefquieu (Confiderations, &c. c.xix. tom. iii. p. 487.) fliould overlook 
the two profefled antagonifts of Symmachus ; and amufe himfelf with, 
defcanting on the more remote and indiredl confutations of Orofius, 
St. Auguftin, and Salvian. 

18 See Prudentius (in Symmach. I.i. 545, &c.). The Chriftian 
agrees with the Pagan Zofiraus (l.iv. p. 283.), in placing this vifit of 
Theodolius after the fecond civil war, gemini bis vidtor csede Tyranni 
(l.i. 410.) But the time and circumftances are better fuited to his 
firit triumph. 

and 
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and votes, that they were ftill attached to the chap. 
intereft of an abdicated deity 19 . The hafty con- ^ \ 
verfion of the feriate muft be attributed, either to 
fupernatural or to fordid motives ; and many of 
thefe reludtant profelytes betrayed, on every fa- 
vourable occafion, their fecret difpofition to 
throw afide the mafic of odious difiimulation. But 
they were gradually fixed in the new religion, as 
the caufe of the ancient became more hopelefs ; 
they yielded to the authority of the Emperor, to 
the fafhion of the times, and to the entreaties of 
their wives and children 20 , who were inftigated 
and governed by the clergy of Home and the 
monks of the Eaft. The edifying example of the 
Anician family was foon imitated by the reft of 
the nobility: the Baffi, the Paullini, the Gracchi, 
embraced the Chriftian religion ; and “ the lu- 
minaries of the world, the venerable afifembly 
“ of Catos (fuch are the high-flown expreffions 
<s of Prudentius),. were impatient to ftrip them- 
st felves of their pontifical garment ; to call the 
e< fkin of the old ferpent j to aflame the fnowy 

19 Prudentius, after proving 1 that the fenfe of the fenate is declared 
by a legal majority, proceeds to fay (609, &c.), 

Adfpice quam pleno fuhfellia noftra Senatti 
Decernant infame Jovis pulvinar, et omne 
Idoliurri longe purgata ab urbe fugandum. 

Qua vocat egregii fententia Principis, illuc 
Libera, cum pedibus, turn corde, frequentia tranflt. 

Zofimus aferibes to the confcript fathers an heathenifh courage, which, 
few of them are found to pofl'efs. 

20 Jerom fpecifies the Pontiff Albinus, who was furrounded with; 
fuch a believing family of children and grand-children, as would have 
been fufficient to convert even Jupiter himfelf j an extraordinary pro- 
felyte ! (tom. i. ad Lxtam, p. 54.). 

' H 3. 
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winces had not yet loft their reverence for 

cft M ^£^S^ ors * emfe ! VeSe ^ 

£35- „ a J d them to proceed, with feme caution and 
tempta rn ” ®. ,. ne f s j n the reformation of the eternal city. 

ST ?£,Sito — « "§£ 

”■ arssK^ *••»» 

to «h ~ 

» Exnltare Patres videas, pulcherrima mundi ^ 

Lumina; Conciliumqtie femim geftire Catonum 
Candidiore toga niveum pietatis amiflum 

Th -3 Prudentius, after he has defcribed the converfion of the fenate and 
«o«nlp ,iiks, with fome truth and confidence, 

P P EtStatnus adhuc Romam, tibi, Chrifte, dtcatam 

» ierom erftTin the defolation of the capitol, and the other tem- 

p ro Tel°pUs!"p P io. S Gene,. ,6 M . puh^edhy 
and now extreme* fcarce, accufes Valenuman „x 
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vigoroufly relumed 1 , and dually aecompliihed, 
by the zeal of Theodofius. Whilit that warlike 
prince yet ftruggled with the Goths, not for the 
glory, but for the fafety, of the republic 5 he 
ventured to oifend a confiderable party of his fub- 
jeCts, by feme aCts which might perhaps feciire 
the protection of Heaven, but which mult feem 
ralli and unfeafonable in the eye of human pru- 
dence. The fuccefs of his lirlt experiments 
againft the Pagans, encouraged the pious Empe- 
ror to reiterate and enforce his edicts of profcrip- 
tion: the fame laws which had been originally 
publilhed in the provinces of the Ealt, were ap- 
plied, after the defeat of Maximus, to the whole 
extent of the Weltern empire ; and every victory 
of the orthodox Theodofius contributed to the 
triumph of the Chriltian and Catholic, faith 25 . 
He attacked fuperllition in her moll vital part, 
by prohibiting the life of facrifices, which he de- 
clared to be criminal as well as infamous ; and if 
the terms of his edicts more ItriCily condemned 
the impious curiolity which examined the en- 
trails of the victims every fubfequent expla- 
nation tended to involve, in the fame guilt, the 

Valens of prohibiting facrifices. Some partial order may have been 
ilfuedby the Eaftern emperor ; but the idea of any general law is con- 
tradicted by the filence of the Code, and the evidence of ecclefiaftical 
hiftory. 

n See his laws in the Theodofian Code, 1 . xvi. tit. x. leg. 7 — si, 

15 Homer’s facrifices are not accompanied with any inquifition of 
entrails (fee Feithius, Antiquitat. Hamer. 1 . i. c. 10. 16.). TheTuf- 
cans, who produced the firft Harufpces , fubdued both the Greeks and 
the Romans (Cicero de Divinatione, ii. %i ). 
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CHAP, general pra&ice of immolation , which effentially 

,™ conftituted the religion of the Pagans. As the 
temples had been erected for the purpofe of fa- 
crifice, it was the duty of a benevolent prince to 
remove from his fubje6ts the dangerous temp- 
tation, of offending againfl the laws which he 
had enacted. A fpecial commiflion was granted 
to Cynegius, the Prsetorian praefe6fc of the Eaft, 
and afterwards to the Counts Jovius and Gau- 
dentius, two officers of diftinguifhed rank in the 
Weft ; by which they were directed to flint the 
temples, to feize or deftroy the inftruments of 
idolatry, to abdlifli the privileges of the priefts, 
and to confifcate the confecrated property for 
the benefit of the Emperor, of the church, or of 
the army * 7 . Here the defolation might have 
flopped : and the naked edifices, which were no 
longer employed in the fervice of idolatry, might 
have been protected from the deflrudtive rage of 
fanaticifm. Many of tliofe temples were the moft 
fplendid and beautiful monuments of Grecian 
architediure : and the Emperor himfelf was in- 
terefted not to deface the fplendour of his own 
cities, or to dimimfh the value of his own pofief- 
fions. Thofe ftately edifices might be fuffered to 
remain, as fo many lading trophies of the victory 
of Clirift. In the decline of the arts, they might 
be ufefully converted into magazines, manufac- 

37 Zofimus, I. iv. p. 245. 349. Tneodoret, l. v. c. 31. Idatius in 
Chrdii. jPr'dper. Aquitan. 1 . ill. c, 38. apiid Bafonium, Anna!. Ecclef. 
A. D. 389. N0.52. Libanius (pro Templis, p. xo.) labours to prove, 
that the commands of Thebdofius were not diredt and politive. 
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lures, or places of public affembly : and perhaps, 
when the walls of the teipple had been &H- 
ciently purified by holy rites, the worfiiip of the 
true Deity might be allowed to expiate the an- 
cient guilt of idolatry. But as long as they fub- 
lifted, the Pagans fondly cherilhed the fee ret 
hope* that an aufplcious resolution, a fecond 
Julian, might again reftore tlie altars Of the 
gods ; and the earneftnefs with which they ad- 
dr effed their unavailing prayers to the throne 2S , 
increafed the zeal of the Chriftian reformers to 
extirpate, without mercy, the root of fn perdition. 
The laws of the pmperors exhibit fome fymptoms 
of a milder dilpb&tion 29 ; but their cold and lan- 
guid efforts were infufficient to ftem the torrent 
of enthufiafm and rapine, which was conducted, 
or rather impelled, by tlie fpirifcual rulers of the 
church. In Gaul, the holy Martin, Billiop of 
Tours 30 , marched at the head of his faithful 
monks, to deftroy the idols, the temples, and the 
confecrated trees of his extenfive diocefe $ and, 
in the execution of this arduous talk, the prudent 
reader will judge whether Martin was fupported 
by the aid of miraculous powers, or of carnal 

23 Cod. Theodof. I. xvi. tit. x. leg. 8. 18. There is room to be- 
lieve, that this temple of EdefTa, which Theodofius wijfhed to favefor 
civil ufes, was foon afterwards a heap of ruins (Libanius pr© Templis, 
p. a< 5 , %>]. and Godefroy’s notes, ,p. 59.). 

29 See this curioils oration of Libanius pro Templis, pronounced, or 
rather eompofed* about the year 390. I have confulted, with advan- 
tage, Dr. Lardner’s verfion and remarks (Heathen. Teftimonies, 
vol. iv. p. 135 — 163.). 

30 See the Life of Martin, by Sulpicius Severiis, c. 9 — 14. The 
faint once miftook (as Don Quixote might have done) an harmless 
funeral for an idolatrous pracefEan, and imprudently committed a 
miracle. 
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chap, 'weapons. In Syria, the divine and excellent 

XXVIII. Marcellus 3tl ; as he is fly led by Theo'doret, a bi- 
fhop animated with apoftolic fervour, refolved to 
level .with the ground the ftately temples within 
the diocefe of Apatnea. His attack was refilled, 
by the fkill and folidity, with which the temple of 
Jupiter had been confirudted. The building was 
feated on an eminence : on each of the four tides, 
the lofty roof was fupported by fifteen mafiy 
columns, fixteen feet in circumference ; and the 
large Hones, of which they were compofed, were 
firmly cemented with lead and iron. The force 
of the ftrongefi and fharpeft tools had been tried 
without efiedt. It was found neeefiary to un- 
dermine the foundations of the columns, which 
fell down as foon as the temporary wooden props 
had been confirmed with fire ; and the difficul- 
ties of the enterprife are defcribed under the 
allegory of a black daemon, who retarded, though 
he could not defeat, the operations of the Chrif- 
tian engineers. Elated with vidtory, Marcellus 
took the field in perfon againll the powers of 
darknefs; a numerous troop of foldiers and 
gladiators marched under the epifcopal banner, 
and he fuccefiively attacked the villages and 
country temples of the diocefe of Apamea. 
Whenever any refinance or danger was appre- 
hended, the champion of the faith, whofe lame- 
nefs would not allow him either to fight or fly, 
placed himfelf at a convenient difiance, beyond 
the reach of darts. But this prudence was the 

31 Compare Sozomen (I. vil. c. 15;). with Theodoret (I. v. c. zx.J. 
Between them, they relate the crufade and death of Marcellus. 

occafion 
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©ccafion of his death ; he was furprifed and 
ilain by a body of exafpe rated nifties ; and the 
iynod of the province pronounced without he- 
sitation, that the holy Marcellas had faerificed 
his life in the caufe of God. In the fupport of 
this caufe, the monks, who rulhed, with tumul- 
tuous fury, from the defert, diftinguithed them- 
felves by their zeal and diligence. They de- 
ferved the enmity of the Pagans ; and fome of 
them might deferve the reproaches of avarice 
and intemperance; of avarice, which they gra- 
tified with holy plunder, and of intemperance, 
which they indulged at the expence of the 
people, who foolilhly admired their tattered 
garments, loud pfalmody, and artificial pale- 
nefs 3 \ A fmall number of temples was protedled 
by the fears, the venality, the tafte, or the pru- 
dence, of the civil and ecclefiaftical governors; 
The temple of the Celeftial Venus at Carthage, 
whofe facred precincts formed a circumference 
of two miles, was judicioufly converted into 
a Chriftian church 33 ; and a fimilar confecra- 
tion has prefer ved inviolate the majeftic dome 
of the Pantheon at Rome 34 . But in almoft 


31 Libanius, pro Templis, p. 10 — 13. He rails at thefe black- 
garbled men, the Chriftian monks, who eat more than elephants. 
Poor elephants ! they are temperate animals. 

33 Profper Aquitan. 1 . iii. c. 38. apud Baronium ; Annal. Ecclef. 
A.D. 389, No. 58, &c. The temple had been ihut Tome time, and 
the accefs to it was overgrown with brambles. 

31 Donatus, Roma Antiqua etNova, 1 . iv. e.4. p. 468. This con- 
fecration was performed by Pope Boniface IV. Iam ignorant of the 
favourable circumftances which had preferved the Pantheon above 
two hundred years after the reign of Theodofius. 
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chap, every province of the Roman world, an army of 
, xx y n< , fanatics, without authority, and without difci- 
pline, invaded the peaceful inhabitants; and 
the ruin of the fairelt Itriictures of antiquity ftill 
difplays the ravages of thofe Barbarians, who 
alone had time and inclination to execute fuch 
laborious deftru6tiom 

The tem- In this wide and various profpe6t of devafta- 
P isat Swa ' ^ on » ^ ie ip orator may diftinguilli the ruins of 
Aiexan- the temple ofSerapis, at Alexandria 35 , Sera pis 
does n0 £ appear to have been one of the native 
gods, or mongers, who fprung from the fruitful 
foil of fuperftitious Egypt 36 . The firft of the 
Ptolemies had been commanded, by a dream, 
to import the niyfterious ftranger from the coalt 
of Pontus, where he had been long adored by 
the inhabitants of Sinope ; but his attributes and 
his reign were fo imperfectly underftood, that it 
became a fubjedt of dilpute, whether he repre- 
fented the bright orb of day, or the gloomy 
monarch of the fubterraneous regions 37 . The 
Egyptians, who were obftinately devoted to 
the religion of their fathers, refufed to ad- 
mit this Foreign deity within the walls of their 

35 Sophronius competed a recent and feparate hiftory (Jerom, in 
Script. Ecclef. tom. i. p. 303.), which had furnifhed materials to So- 
crates (I. v. c. 16.), Theodoret (I.V. c. a?.), and Rufmus (I. it. c. aa.)» 
Yet the laft, who had been at Alexandria before and after the event, 
may deferve the credit of an original witnefs. 

36 Gerard VoffiUs (Opera, tom. v. p. So. and de Idololatria, l. i. 
0.29.) llrives to fupport the ftrange notion of the fathers; that the 
patriarch Jofeph was adored in Egypt, as the bull Apis, and the god 
Serapis. 

37 Origo del nondufn noftris celebrata. JEgyptioriim antiftites Jlc 
memorant, &c. Tacit. Hift. iv. 83. The Greeks, who had travelled, 
into Egypt, were alike ignorant of this new deity. 
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cities 39 « But the obfequious priefts, who were 
leduced by the liberality of the Ptolemies, fub- 
mitted, without refiftance, to the power of the 
god of Pont us : an honourable and dome flic 
genealogy was provided; and this fortunate 
ufurper was introduced into the throne and bed 
of Oiiris 39 , the hulband of Ills, and the celeftial 
monarch of Egypt. Alexandria, which claimed 
his peculiar protection, gloried in the name of 
the city of Serapis, Bis temple 40 , which rivalled 
the pride and magnificence of the capitol, was 
ereCted on the fpacious fummit of an artificial 
mount, raifed one hundred Heps above the level 
of the adjacent parts of the city; and the interior 
cavity was ftrongly fupported by arches, and dif- 
tributed into vaults and fuhterraneous apart- 
ments. The confecrated buildings were fur- 
rounded by a quadrangular portico ; the flately 
halls, and exquifite ftatues, difplayed the triumph 
of the arts; and the treafures of ancient learn- 
ing were preferved in the famous Alexandrian 
library, which had arifen with new fplendour 
from its alhes 4t . After the edicts of Theodofius 

had 

39 Macrobius, Satumal. Li. c. 7. Such a living fa< 5 t decillvely 
proves his foreign extraction. 

i9 At Rome, Ifis and Serapis were united in the fame temple. The 
precedency which the queen affirmed, may feem to betray her unequal 
alliance with the ftranger of Pontus. But the fuperiority of the fe* 
male fex was eftablifhed in Egypt as a civil and religions inftitution 
(Diodor. Sicul, tom. i. 1 . 1. p. 3 1. edit. Weffeling), and the fame 
order is obferved in Plutarch’s Treatife of Ills and Oftris } whom he 
identifies with. Serapis, 

40 Ammianus (xxii. 16.). The expofitio totius Mundi (p. t. in 
Hudfon’s Geograph. Minor, tom. iii.), and Rufinus ( 1 , ii. c.»2.), ce- 
lebrate the SerapeuMt as one of the wonders of the world. 

41 See Memoires del’Acad. deg Infcriptions, tom. ix. p, 397— -416. 
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c h a p. had’ fever ely prohibited the facrifices of the 
xxviii. pagans, they were Hill tolerated in the city and 
r ~~~ > temple of Serapis $ and this lingular indulgence 
was imprudently afcribed ' to the fuperftitious 
terrors of the Chriftians themfelves : as if they 
had feared to abolilh thofe ancient rites, which 
could alone feeure the inundations of the Nile, 
the harvelis of Egypt, and the fubliftence of 
Conftantinople ^ 

it. 5 final At that time 43 the archiepifcopal throne of 

deftrac- Alexandria was filled by Theophilus 44 , the per- 
a.d. 389. petual enemy of peace and virtue ; a bold, bad 
man, whofe hands were alternately polluted with 
gold, and with blood. His pious indignation 
was excited by the honours of Serapis ; and the 
infults which he offered to an ancient chapel of 
Bacchus, convinced the Pagans that he medi- 
tated a more important and dangerous enterprife. 
In the tumultuous capital of Egypt, the flightefi: 
provocation was fufiicient to inflame a civil war. 
The votaries of Serapis, whofe ft rength and num- 
bers were much inferior to thofe of their an t ago- 
nifts, rofe in arms at the mitigation of the philo- 

The oW library of the Ptolemies was totally confumed in CajfarV Alex- 
andrian war. Marc Antony gave the whole colledlion of Pergamus 
(*00,000 volumes) to Cleopatra, as the foundation of the new) library 
of Alexandria. 

4 - Libanius (pro Templis^p. 31.) indifcreetly provokes his ChriHian 
mailers by this infulting remark. 

43 We may chufe between the date of Marcellinus (A.D. 389.) 
or that of Profper (A. D. 391.). Tillemont (Hill. des Emp. tom. v. 
p. 310. 756.) prefers the former, and Pagi the latter. 

44 Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xi, p. 441 — -500. The ambigu- 
ous fituation of Theophilus, a faint, as the friend of Jerom ; a dewil, 
as the enemy of Chryfoftom ; produce a fort of . impartiality ; yet, 
upon the whole, the balance is juftly inclined againft him. 

fopher 
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fopher Olympius 4S , who exhorted them to die in 
the defence of the altars of the gods. Thefe Pa- 
gan fanatics fortified themfelves in the temple, of 
rather for trefs, of Serapis ; repelled the befiegers 
by daring Tallies, and a refolute defence ; and, 
by the inhuman cruelties which they exercifed on 
their Chriftian prifoners, obtained the laft confo- 
lation of defpair. The efforts of the prudent 
magistrate were ufefully exerted for the eftablifh- 
ment of a truce, till the anfwer of Theodofius 
fliould determine the fate of Serapis. The two 
parties afifembled, without arms, in the principal 
fquare; and the Imperial refcript was publicly 
read. But when a fentence of definition again ft 
the idols of Alexandria was pronounced, the 
Chriftians let up a fhout of joy and exultation, 
whilft the unfortunate Pagans, whole . fury had 
given way to eonfternation, retired with hafty 
and filent fteps, and eluded, by their flight or 
obfcurity, the refentment of their enemies. 
Theophilus proceeded to demolifh the temple of 
Serapis, without any ether difficulties, than thofe 
which he found in the weight and folidity of the 
materials ; but thefe obftacles proved fo infupe- 
rable, that he was obliged to leave the founda- 
tions ; and to content himfelf w T ith reducing the 
edifice itfelf to a heap of rubbifh, apart of which 
was foon afterwards cleared away, to make room 
for a church, erected in honour of the Chriftian 

45 Lardner (Heathen TefBmonies, vohiv. p. 41 1.) has alleged a 
beautiful pafiage from Suidas, or rather from Damafcius, which Ihews 
the devout and virtuous Olympius, not in the light of a warrior, hut 
of a prophet. 
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martyrs. The valuable library of Alexandria was 
pillaged or deftroyed ; and near twenty years 
afterwards, the appearance of the empty fhelves 
excited the regret and indignation of every fpee- 
tator, whole mind was not totally darkened by 
religious prejudice 46 . The eompofitions of an- 
cient genius, fo many of which have irretriev- 
ably perilhed, might finely have been excepted 
from the wreck of idolatry,, for the amufement 
and inftrudtion of fueceeding ages ; and either 
the zeal or the avarice of the Archbifhop 47 , 
might have been fatiated with the rich fpoils, 
which were the reward of his victory. While 
the images and vafes of gold and lilver were 
carefully melted, and thofe of a lefs valuable 
metal were contemptuouily broken, and cad 
into the flreets. Theophilus laboured to ex- 
pofe the frauds and vices of the minifters of 
the idols: their dexterity in the management 
of the loaditone ; their iecret methods of in- 
troducing an human a£tor into a hollow fta- 
tue; and their fcandalous abide of the con- 
fidence of devout hulbands, and unfufpe&ing fe- 
males 4 * Charges like thefe may feem to deferve 

fome 

Nos vidimus armaria Iibrorum, quibue direptis, exinanita ea a 
nQflris liominibus, noitris temporibus memoranf. OroGus, 1. vi. c. 15. 
p.421. edit. Havercarap. Though a bigot, and a controverfial writer, 
Orofius feems toblulh. 

47 Eunapius, in the Lives of Antoninus and AEdefius, execrates the 
facrilegious rapine of Theophilus. Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii. 
p. 4J3.0 quotes an epiftle of Ifidore of Pelufium, which reproaches the 
primate with the idolatrous worihip of gold; the auri facra fames. 

48 Rufinus names the priefl: of Saturn, who, in the character of the 
god, familiarly converfed with many pious ladies of quality ; till 
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fome degree of credit, as they are not repugnant c H A P, 
to the crafty and i n ter eft ed fpirit of fuperftition. ■. XX ™j 
But the fame fpirit is equally prone to the bafe 
practice of inful ting and calumniating a fallen 
enemy ; and our belief is naturally checked by 
the refle6tion, that it is much lefs difficult to in 
vent a fifilitious dory, than to fupport a practical 
fraud. The coloffal ftatue of Serapis 49 was in- 
volved in the ruin of his temple and religion. A. 
great number of plates of different metals, arti- 
ficially joined together, compofed the majeftic 
figure of the Deity, who touched on either fide 
the walls of the fandluary. The afpecl of Sera- 
pis, his fitting pofture, and the fceptre, which 
he bore in his left hand, were extremely fimilar 
to the ordinary reprefentations of Jupiter.- He 
was diftinguiftied from Jupiter by the ba.lk.et, or 
bufliel, which was placed on his head ; and by 
the emblematic monfter, which he held in his 
right hand: the head and body of a ferpent 
branching into three tails, which were again ter- 
minated by the triple heads of a dog, a lion, and 
a wolf. It was confidently affirmed, that if any 
impious hand fhould dare to violate the majefty of 
the god, the heavens and the earth would inftantly 

lie betrayed himfelf, in a moment of tranfport, when he could not dif~ 
guife the tone of his voice. The authentic and impartial narrative of 
iEfchines (fee Bayle, Didtionnaire Critique, Scamandre), and the 
adventure of Mundus (Jofeph Antiquitat. Judaic. 1 . xviii, c. 3. p.877. 
edit. Kavercamp.), may prove that fuch amorous frauds have been 
pradtifed with fuccefs. 

49 See the images of Serapis, in Montfaucon (tom. ii. p. 297.) : but; 
ihe defcription of Macrobius (Saturoal. l.i. c. 30 -). is much more pie? 
jairefque and fatisfadtory. 
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chap, return to their original chaos. An intrepid fol- 
dier, animated by zeal, and armed with a weighty 
battle-axe, afcended the ladder j and even the 
Chriflian multitude expe6ted, with fome anxiety, 
the event of the combat s °. He aimed a vigorous 
ftroke againft the cheek of Serapis j the cheek 
fell to the ground j the thunder was ftill lilent, 
and both the heavens and the earth continued to 
preferve their accuftomed order and tranquillity. 
The victorious foldier repeated his blows : the 
hug© idol was overthrown, and broken in pieces - t 
and the limbs, of Serapis were ignominioufly 
dragged through the ftreets of Alexandria. His 
mangled carcafe was burnt in the Amphitheatre, 
arnidft the fhouts of the populace ; and many 
perfons attributed their converbon to this dif- 
covery of the impotence of their tutelar deity. 
The popular modes of religion, thatpropofe any 
viiible and material objects of worlhip, have the 
advantage of adapting and familiarifing them- 
felves to the fenfes of mankind : but this advan- 
tage is counterbalanced by the various and inevi- 
table accidents to which the faith of the idolater 
is expofed. It is fcarcely poffible, that, in every 
difpolition of mind, he fhould preferve his im> 

50 Sed fortes tremuere manus, motique verenda 
Majefiate loci, fi robora facra ferirent 

In. fua credebant redituras membra fecures. <■ 

(Lucan, iii. 439.). « Is it true (faid Auguftus to a veteran of Italy, 
“ at v/hofe lioufe he flipped), that the man, who gave the firft blow to 
the golden ftatue of Anaitis, was inftantly deprived o£ his eyes, and 
« of his life ?” « J was that roan (replied the clear-fighted veteran), 
u and you now flip on one of the legs of the goddefs.” (Plin, Hift. 
"Natur. xxxiii. 24.), , 
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plicit reverence for the idols, or the relics, which c H A p 
the naked eye, and the profane hand, are unable . xx y HI h 
todiftinguifh from the moft common productions 
of art, or nature ; and if, in the hour of danger, 
their fecret and miraculous virtue does not ope- 
rate for their own prefervation, he fcorns the 
vain apologies of his priefts, and juftly derides the 
objeCt, and the folly, of his fuperftitious attach- 
ment SI . After the fall of Serapis, forne hopes 
were ftill entertained by the Pagans, that the 
Nile would refufe his annual fupply to the im- 
pious matters of Egypt; and the extraordinary 
delay of the inundation feemed to announce the 
difpleafure of the river-god. But this delay was 
foon compenfated by the rapid fwell of the waters. 

They fuddenly rofe to fuch an unufual height, 
as to comfort the difcontented party with the 
pleating expectation of a deluge; till the peace- 
ful river again fubfided to the well-known and 
fertilifing level of fixteen cubits, or about thirty 
Englilh feet S2 . 

The temples of the Roman empire were de- ThePagan 
ferted, or deftroyed ; but the ingenious fuper- re %ionis 
ftition of the Pagans ftill attempted to elude the 
laws of Theodofius, by which, all faerifces had 

51 The Hiftory of the Reformation affords frequent examples of a 
fudiien change from fuperftition to contempt. 

51 Sozomen, 1 . vii. c. 30. I have fupplied the raeafure. The fame 
ftandard of the inundation, and confequently of the cubit, has uni- 
formly fubfifted flnce the time of Herodotus. See Frerefc, in the Mem. 
de l’Academie des Infcriptions, tom. xvl. p, 344— 353. Greaves’s 
Mifcellaneous Worksj vol.i. p. 233. , The Egyptian cubit is about 
twenty-two inches of the Englifii meafure. 
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P. been feverely prohibited. The inhabitants of the 
• country, whofe condua was lefs expofed to the 

— ' eyeof malicious curiofity.difguifedtheirre/igmus, 

under the appearance of convivial, meetings. On 
the days of folemn feftivals, they affembled in 
great numbers under the fpreading ihade of fome 
confecrated trees; fheep andoxenwere daughter- 
ed and roafted ; and this rural entertainment was 
fandtified by the ufe of incenfe,andbythe hymns, 
which were fung in honour of the gods.^ But it 
was alleged, that, as no part of the animal was 
made a burnt-offering, as no altar was provided 
to receive the blood, and as the previous oblation 
of fait cakes, and the concluding ceremony of 
■libations, were carefully omitted, thefe feftal 
meetings did not involve the guefts in the guilt, 
or penalty of an illegal facrifice”. Whatever 
might be the truth of the fatts, or the merit of 
the diftin&ion S4 , thefe vain pretences were fwept 
away by the laft edia of Theodolius ; which in- 
ffiaed a deadly wound on the fuperftition of the 
Pao-ans ls . This prohibitory law is expreifed in 


53 Litanius (pro Templis, p. 15, 16, i?») pleads their caufe with 
gen tle and mfinuating rhetoric. From the earlieft age, fuch feafts had 
enlivened the county; and thofe of Bacchus (Georgian, 380.) had 
produced the theatre of Athens. See Godefroy, ad loc. Liban. and 
Codex Theodof. tom.vi. p. 284. 

54 Honorius tolerated theferuftic feftivals (A. D. 399.). “ Abfque 
« ullo facrificio, atque ulla fuperftitione damnabUi ” But nine years 
afterwards he found it neceffaiy to reiterate and enforce the fame pro- 
vifo (Codex Theodof. l.xvi. tit. x. leg. 17. 19.). 

55 Cod. Theodof. 1 . xvi. tit. x. leg. 12. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclef. 
Hiftory, vol. iv. p. 134.) cenfures, with becoming afperity, the ftyle 
and fendinents of this intolerant law. 
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the mofl abfolute and comprehenfive terras. u It 
« is our will and pleafure,” lays the Emperor, 
u that none of our fubjedts, whether magiftrates 
“ or private citizens, however exalted or how- 
“ ever humble may be their rank and condition, 
“ fhall prefume, in any city, or in any place, to 
<c worfhip an inanimate idol, by the facrifice of 
“ a guiltlefs vi&im.” The a& offacrificing, and 
the practice of divination by the entrails of the 
victim, are declared (without any regard to the 
object of the enquiry) a crime of high-treafon 
againft the ftate ; which can be expiated only by 
the death of the guilty. The rites of Pagan 
fuperflition, which might feem lefs bloody and 
atrocious, are abolilhed, as highly injurious to 
the truth and honour of religion ; luminaries, 
garlands, frankincenfe, and libations of wine, are 
fpeeially enumerated and condemned; and the 
harmlefs claims of the domeftic genius, of the 
houfehold gods, are included in this rigorous 
profcription. The life of any of thefe profane 
and illegal ceremonies, fubjedts the offender to 
the forfeiture of the houfe, or eftate, where they 
have been performed ; and if he has artfully 
chofen the property of another for the fcene of 
his impiety, he is compelled to difcharge, with- 
out delay, a heavy fine of twenty-five pounds of 
gold, or more than one thoufand pounds fterling. 
A fine, not lefs confiderable, is impofed on the 
connivance of the fecret enemies of religion, who 
fhall iregle6t the duty of their refpe6tive Rations, 
either to reveal, or to punifli, the guilt of ido- 
latry. Such was the perfecting fpirit of the laws 
13 o£ 
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chap, of Theodofius, which were repeatedly enforced 

, xx y JIL 1 by bis fons and grandfons, with the loud and 
unanimous applaufe of the Chriftian world s6 . 

oppreffed, In the cruel reigns of Decius and Diocletian? 
Chriftianity had been profcribed, as a revolt from 
the ancient andhereditary religion of the empire; 
and the unjuft fufpicions which were entertained 
of a dark and dangerous faction, were, in fome 
meafure, countenanced by the infeparable union, 
and rapid conquefts, of the Catholic church. But 
the fame excufes of fear and ignorance cannot be 
applied to the Chriftian emperors, who violated 
the precepts of humanity and of the Gofpel. The 
"experience of ages had betrayed the weaknefs, 
as well as folly, of Paganifm *, the light of reafon 
and of faith had already expofed, to the greatell 
part of mankind, the vanity of idols ; and the 
declining fe6t, which Hill adhered to their woiv 
Ihip, might have been permitted to enjoy in peace 
and obfcurity, the religious cuftoms of their 
anceftors. Had the Pagans been animated by the 
undaunted zeal, which podeffed the minds of the 
primitive believers, the triumph of the church 
mull have been ftained with blood; and the 
martyrs of Jupiter and Apollo might have em- 
braced the glorious opportunity of devoting their 


56 Such a charge fhould not be lightly made ; but it may furely be 
juftified by the authority of St. Auguftin, who thus addrefled the 
Donatifts. « Quis noftrum, quis veftrum non laudat leges ab Impera- 
« toribus datas adverfus facrificia Paganorum ? Et certe longe ibi 
« poena feverior conftituta eft 5 illius quippe impietatis capitale fuppli- 
** clum eft.” Epift. xciii. N° 10. quoted by Le Clerc (Bibliotheque 
Choifie, tom. viii. p. 377.}, who adds fome judicious reflections on the 
intolerance of the victorious Chriftians. 

lives 
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lives and fortunes at the foot of their altars. But 
fuch obllinate zeal was not congenial to the loofe 
and carelefs temper of polytheifm. The violent 
and repeated ftrokes of the orthodox princes, 
were broken by the foft and yielding fubftance 
again ft which they were directed ; and the ready 
obedience of the Pagans protected them from the 
pains and penalties of the Theodoftan Code s7 . 
Inftead of averting, that the authority of the gods 
was fupei’ior to that of the Emperor, they defifted, 
with a plaintive murmur, from the ufe of thofe 
facred rites which their fovereign had condemned. 
If they were fometimes tempted, by a fally of 
paftion, or by the hopes of concealment, to in- 
dulge their favourite fuperftition ; their humble 
repentance difarmed the feverity of the Chriftian 
magiftrate, and they feldom refuted to atone for 
their raftmefs, by fubmitting, with fome fecret 
reluctance, to the yoke of the Gofpel. The 
churcheswere filled with the increaftng multitude 
ofthefe u ii worthy profelytes, who had conformed, 
from temporal motives, to the reigning religion ; 
and whilft they devoutly imitated the poftures, 
and recited the prayers, of the faithful* they fa- 
tisfied their confeience by the filent and fincere 
invocation of the gods of antiquity s8 . If the 
Pagans wanted patience to fuffer, they wanted 

57 Orofius, l.vii. c. a8. p. 537. Auguftin (Enarra t. in Pfalm cxI. 
apud Lardner, Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iv. p. 458.} infults their 
cowardice. « Quis eorum comprehenfus eft in fecrificio (cum his 
“ legibus ifta prohiberentur) et non negavit ' 

58 Libanius (prb TempHs, p. 17* 18.) mentions, without cenfure, 
the occaiional conformity, and as it were theatrical play, of thefe 
hypqcrites. 

1 4 fpirit 
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chap, fpirit to refill ; and the fcattered myriads, who 
”, deplored the ruin of the temples, yielded, with-* 
out a eonteft, to the fortune of their adverfaries. 
The diforderly oppofition 59 of the peafants of 
Syria, and the populace of Alexandria, to the 
rage of private fanaticifm, was filenced by the 
name and authority of the Emperor. The Pagans 
of the Weft, without contributing to the eleva- 
tion of Eugenius, difgraced, by their partial at- 
tachment, the caufe and character of the ufurper. 
The clergy vehemently exclaimed, that he ag- 
gravated the crime of rebellion by the guilt of 
apoftacy ; that, by his permifiion, the altar of 
Yidtory was again reftored ; and that the idola- 
trous fymbols of Jupiter and Hercules were dis- 
played in the field, againft the invincible ftandard 
of the crofs. But the vain hopes of the Pagans 
were foon annihilated by the defeat of Eugenius ; 
and they were left expofed to the refentment 
of the conqueror, who laboured to deferve the 
favour of heaven by the extirpation of ido- 
latry eo . 

and finally A nation of flave,s is always prepared to ap- 
guiihedj pl au d the clemency of their m after, who, in the 
a.d. abufe of abfolute power, does not proceed to 
390—420, the laft extremes of injuftice and opprellion. 
Theodofius might undoubtedly have propofed to 
his Pagan fuhjedts the alternative of baptifm or 

59 Libanius concludes bis apology (p. 32.), by declaring to the 
Emperor, that unlels he esprefsly warrants the deftruUion of the 
temples, ivSi twv aygav otrzma.c, xcti av to*.;, ymi rui vo[M /3or,S»icrovT«?, 
the proprietors will defend themfelves and the laws/ 

60 Paulinus, in Vit. Ambrof. c. 26. Auguftin de Civitat. Dei, 1 . v, 
c. a 6. Theodoret,. 1. v. c. 24. 

Of 
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of death ; and the eloquent Libanius has praifed e H A P. 
the moderation of a prince, who never enabled, , xx y iII ‘ J 
by any pofitive law, that all his fubje6ts fhould 
immediately embrace and pra&ife the religion 
of their fovereign 6t . The profefiion of Chrifti- 
anity was not made an effential qualification for 
the enjoyment of the civil rights of fociety, nor 
were any peculiar hardfhips impofed on the 
fedtaries, who creduloufly received the fables of 
Ovid, and obftinately rejedted the miracles of 
the Gofpel. The palace, the fchools, the army, 
and the fenate, were filled with declared and 
devout Pagans ; they obtained, without difxinc- 
tion, the civil and military honours of the em- 
pire. Theodolius dift.inguifl.ied his liberal re- 
gard for virtue and genius, by the eonfular dig- 
nity, which he bellowed on Symmachus ea ; and 
by the perfonal friendfhip which he exprefted to 
Libanius 63 ; and the two eloquent apologifts of 
Paganifm were never required either to change, 
or to diftemble, their religious opinions. The 
Pagans were indulged in the moft licentious 
freedom of fpeech and writing j the hiftorieal 

61 Libanius iuggefts the form of aperfecuting cdi6t, 'which Thco- 
dofius might enadl (pro Templis, p. 3a.) : a ralh joke, and a dangerous 
experiment. Some princes would have taken his advice. 

62 Denique pro meritis terreftribus seque rependens 
Munera, facricolis fummos impertit honores. 

Ipfe magiftratum tibi confulis, ipfe tribunal 
Contulit. 

Prudent, in Symmach. i. 61 7, See. 

63 Libanius (pro Templis, p. 3 a.) is proud that Theodolius fliould 
thus diftinguifli a man, who even in his prefence would fwear by Jupi- 

■ ter. Yet this prefeuce feems to be no more than a figure of rhetoric. 

and 
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CHAP, and philofophical remains of q1 f 

mua * and the fanatic teachers of “ 

w-r— pi to betray the moft funous ammofity, and 

££ ‘L^Slftbeh Xious adver- 
S If thefe audacious libels were pubUdy 
known, we muft applaud the S 0 ®.^ 6 " fmile of 

Chriftian princes, whowwed^ ^ ^ 

Tf^’ a it Itajeml laws, which prohi- 
SS VaSce aLceremoni^ of Pagani fin, 

•ssfc^»‘r.ss 

”• 'TCtrfr;, 

meditation, and fludy , f oli d 

L/ habit The interruption of that public 
exercife”may confummate, in the period of a 

few' years, the important work of a natmml 

revolution. The memory of tbeologmal op - 
. nions cannot long be preferved, withot t U c 
artificial helps of priefts, of temples, and 

« Zofimus, who files himfelf Count Chriffiaa 
Treafury, reviles, moft have 

prince., and even the i fetter of te lover e,g, ^ ecde . 

been privately circulated, fince it p , a v w ho lived 

rrficd Uftoriens prior to Evagnu. (1. m. t.40 4 »» 

towards the end of the fixth century. not 

« Yet the Pagan, of Africa con.pla.nrf, that the nm ^ 

allow them .0 anfwer with freedom the C.ty of C.od, 

St. Auguffin (v. 16.) deny the charge. books. 
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books 66 . The ignorant vulgar, whofe minds chap. 
are Hill agitated by. the blind hopes and terrors X y XI3F " » 
of fuperftition, will be foon perfuaded by their 
fuperiors, to dire6t their vows to the reigning 
deities of the age ; and will infenfibly imbibe 
an ardent zeal for the fupport and propagation 
of the new doctrine, which fpiritual hunger at 
firft compelled them to accept. The genera- 
tion that arofe in the world after the promul- 
gation of the Imperial laws, was attracted ' 
within the pale of the Catholic church : and 
fo rapid, yet fo gentle, was the fail of Paga- 
nifm, that only twenty-eight years after the 
death of Theodofius, the faint and minute vef- 
tiges were no longer vifible to the eye of the 
legiflator 6? . 

The min of the Pagan religion is defcribed by The wor- 
th e fophifts, as a dreadful and amazing prodigy, chnftian* 
which covered the earth with dark n efs, and martyrs, 
reftored the ancient dominion of chaos and of 
night. They relate in folemn and pathetic 
drains, that the temples were converted into 
fepulchres, and that the holy places, which had 
been adorned by the Hatties of the gods, were 
bafely polluted by the relics of Chriltian mar- 
tyrs. “ The monks” (a race of filthy animals, 

66 The Moors of Spain who fecretly preferved the Mahometan 
religion, above a century, under the tyranny of the Inquifition, pof- 
felted the Koran, with the peculiar ufe of the Arabic tongue. See the 
curious and honefl: ftory of their exp&Ifion in Geddes (Mifcellanies, 
vol. i. p. i — 198.). 

Cl Paganos qui fuperfunt, quanquam jam nullos effe credamus, &c. 

Cod. Theodof. l.xvi. tit. x. leg. aa. A- 13 . 423. The younger Theo- 
dolius was afterwards fatisfied, that hi* judgment had been iomewhat 
premature. 

to 
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to whom Eunapius is tempted to refufe the 
mime of' men) “ are the authors of the new wor- 
« {hip, which, in the place of thofe deities, who 
« are conceived by the urideritanding, has fub- 
“ ftituted the meaneft and moft contemptible 
“ Haves. The heads, felted and pickled, of thofe 
« infamous malefactors, who for the multitude 
« of their crimes have fuffered a juft a “ 

“ minions death; their bodies, Hill ““J** 1 * 

• “ the impreffion of the laflr, auc „ 

« thofe tortures which were inflifited by t ie en- 

“ ten.de of the magiftrate; fuch’ (continues 
Eunapius) « are the gods which the earth p»- 

“ duces in our days ; fuch are the martyrs, the 
« fupreme arbitrators of our prayers and petitions 
“ to the Deity, whofe tomhs are now confeciated 
« as the objefts of the veneration of the peo- 

“ ple 6! .” Without approving the malice, it is 

natural enough to fliare the furprife, of the 
phift, the fpeaator of a revolution, which laifed 
thofe obfcure viaims of the laws of Rome, to 
the rank of celeftial and invifible proteiftors of 
the Roman empire. The grateful refpea of the 
Chriftians for the martyrs of the faith, was ex- 
alted, by time and vidtory, into religious adora- 
tion ; and the moft illuftrious of the faints and 
prophets were defervedly affociated t0‘ the ho- 
nours of the martyrs. One hundred and fifty 
years after the glorious deaths of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, the Vatican and the Oftian road were 

See Eunapius, in his Life of the fophift -®defius ; in that of Eu- 
ftathius he foretels the ruin of Paganifm, tm n ***** 

cnwTo; rvaanwn YK m70\i $"«* _ . n . 

diftm- 
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diftinguifhed by the tombs, or rather by the tro- chap. 
phies, of thofe fpiritual heroes/ 9 . In the age 
which followed the converfion of Conftantine, 
the emperors, the confuls, and the generals of 
armies, devoutly vifited the fepulchres of a tent- 
maker and a fifherman 70 ; and their venerable 
bones were depofited under the altars of Chrifl, 
on which the bifhops of the royal city continu- 
ally offered the unbloody facrifice 7f . The new 
capital of the Eaftern world, unable to produce 
any ancient and domeftic trophies, was enriched 
by the fpoils of dependent provinces. The bodies 
of St. Andrew, St. Luke, and St. Timothy, had 
repofed near three hundred years in the obfcure 
graves, from whence they were, tranfported, in 
iblemn pomp, to the church of the apoflles, which 
the magnificence of Conftantine had founded on 
the banks of the Thracian Bofphorus n . About . 
fifty years afterwards, the fame banks were ho- 
noured by the prefence of Samuel, the judge and 

69 Caius(apud Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. I. ii. c. %$.), a Roman prefbyter, 
who lived in the time of Zephyrinus (A.D. 202 — 219.), is an early 
witnefs of the fuperftitious practice. 

70 Chiyfoftora. Quod- Chrilius lit Deus. Tom. i. nov. edit. N° 9. 

I am indebted for this quotation to Benedidt the XIVth’s paltoral letter 
on the Jubilee of the year 1750. See the curious and entertaining 
letters of M. Chais, tom. iii. 

71 Male facit ergo Romanus epifcopus ? qui, fuper mortuorum 

homiaum, Petri & Pauli, fecundum nos, offa veneranda . . . . 

ofFert Domino facrificia, et tumulos eorum, Chrifti arbitrator altaria. 

Jerom. tom. ii. adverf. Vigilant, p.153. 

71 Jerom (tom, ii. p. 12a.) bears witnefs to thefe translations, 
which are neglected by the ecclefiaftical hiftorians. The paflion of 
St. Andrew at Patrse, is defcribed in an epiftle frony the clergy of 
Achaia, which Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 60. N u 34.) willies 
to believe, and Tillemont is forced to rejedl. St. Andrew was adopted 
as the fpiritual founder of Conllantinople (Mem. Ecclef. tom. i. 

J?. 317—3^3* 5S8—594-)- 

prophet 
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chap, prophet of the people of Ifrael. His allies, de» 
,™ polited in a golden vafe, and covered with a lilken 
veil, were delivered by the bilhops into each 
other's hands. The relics of Samuel were re- 
ceived by the people, with the lame joy and re- 
verence which they would have fhewn to the 
living prophet 5 the highways, from Paleltine to 
the gates of Conftantinople, were filled with an 
uninterrupted proceffion ; and the Emperor Ar- 
cadius himfelf, at the head of the molt illultrious 
members of the clergy and fenafce, advanced to 
meet his extraordinary gueft, who had always de- 
served and claimed the homage of kings 73 « The 
example of Rome and Conftantinople confirmed 
the faith and difcipline of the Catholic world. 
The honours of the faints and martyrs, after a 
feeble and ineffectual murmur of profan ereafon 74 , 
were univerfally eltablilhed ; and in the age of 
Ambrofe and Jerom, fomething was Itill deemed 
wanting to the fan6tity of a Chriltian church, 
till it had been confecrated by fome portion of 
holy relics, which fixed and inflamed the devo- 
tion of the faithful. 

General In the long period of twelve hundred years, 
reflections. elapfed between the reign of Conftantine 


n Jerom (tom. ii. p. m.) pompoufly defcribes the tranflation of 
Samuel, which is noticed in all the chronicles of the times. 

74 The prefbyter Vigilantlus, the proteftant of his age, firmly, 
though iaefietaually, withllood the fuperftition of monks, relict, ihints, 
fafts, &c. for which Jerom compares him to the Hydra, Cerberus, 
the Centaurs, &c. and confiders him only as the organ of the daemon 
(fom. ii, p. i3o Whoever will perafe the eontroverfy of St. 
Jerom and Vigilantius, and St. Augtiftin’s account of the miracles of 
St. Stephen, may fpeedily gaiafortle idea of the fpirit of the fathers. 

and 


2 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. iay 

and the reformation of Luther, the worlhip of c H A P. 
faints and relics corrupted the pure and perfect 
fimplicity of the Chriftian model; and fome 
fymptoms of degeneracy may be obferved even 
in the firft generations which adopted and che- 
rilhed this pernicious innovation. 

I. The fatisfadtory experience, that the relics I. Fabu- 
of faints were more valuable than gold or pre- t y“ s s “^ r * 
cions ftones 75 , ftimulated the clergy to multiply relic*, 
the treasures of the church. Without much re- 
gard for truth or probability, they invented names 

for ikeletons, and actions for names. The fame 
of the apoftles, and of the holy men who had imi- 
tated their virtues, was darkened by religious 
fiction. To the invincible band of genuine and 
primitive martyrs, they added myriads of ima- 
ginary heroes, who bad never exifted, except in 
the fancy of crafty or credulous legendaries ; and 
there is reafon to fufpe<St, that Tours might not 
be the only diocefe in which the bones of a male- 
factor were adored, in head of thofe of a faint 7<s . 

A fuperftitious practice, which tended to increafe 
the temptations of fraud, and credulity, infenfi- 
bly extinguilhed the light of hiftory, and of 
reafon, in the Chriftian world. 

II, But the progrefs of fuperftition would have ir. Mira-, 
been much lefs rapid and vicarious, if the faith cle4 ' 

75 M. de Baufobre (ESift. da Mamcheifme, t©m.ii. p. 64S.) has 
Applied a worldly fenfe to the piousobfervation of the clergy of Smyrna, 
who carefully preferred the relics of St. Polycarp the martyr. 

70 Martin of Tours (fee his Life* c. 8. by Sulprcius Severus) ex- 
torted this confefiion from the mouth of the dead mm. The ermris 
allowed to be natural ; the difcovery is fuppofed to be masenloas. 

Which, of the two was Khely to happen moft frequmly ft • 


of 
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of the people had not been affifled by the feafon- 
able aid of vifionsand miracles, to afcertain the 
authenticity and virtue of the molt fufpicious 
relics. In the reign of the younger Theodofius, 
Lucian 77 , a prelbyter of Jerulalem, and the ec- 
clefiallical minifter of the village of Capharga- 
mala, about twenty miles from the city, related 
a very lingular dream, which, to remove his 
doubts, had been repeated on three fueceffive 
Saturdays. A venerable figure Hood before 
him, in the filence of the night, with a long 
beard, a white robe, and a gold rod j announced 
himfelf by the name of Gamaliel, and revealed 
to the aftonilhed prelbyter, that his own corple, 
with the bodies of his fon Abibas, his friend 
Nicodemus, and the illuftrious Stephen, the 
firft martyr of the Chriltian faith, were fecretly 
buried in the adjacent field. He added, with 
fome impatience, that it was time to releafe 
himfelf, and his companions, from their obfcure 
prifon 5 that their appearance would be falu- 
tary to a diftrefied world ; and that they had 
made choice of Lucian to inform the Bifliop of 
Jerufalem of their fituation, and their wilhes. 
The doubts and difficulties which ftill retarded 
this important difcovery, were fucceffively 
removed by new vifions: and the ground 

77 Lucian compofed in Greek Jiis original narrative, which has been 
tranflated by Avitus, and publilhed by Baronius (Annal, Ecclef. 
A. D. 415. N° 7 — 16.). The Benedictine editors of St. Auguftin 
have given (at die end of the work de Civitate Dei) two feveral copies, 
with many various readings. It is the charaCler of falfehood to be 
loofe and inconfiftent. The moft incredible parts of the legend are 
Cmootlied and Mteaedby Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. ii. p. 9, &c.). 

16 
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Was opened by the bilhop, in the prefence of an 
innumerable multitude. The coffins of Gamaliel, 
of his fon, and of his friend, were found in regu- 
lar order ; but when the fourth coffin, which con- 
tained the remains of Stephen, was fliewn to the 
light, the earth trembled, and an odour, fuch as 
that of Paradife, was fmelt, which inftantly cured 
the various difeafes of feventy-three of the affift- 
ants. The companions of Stephen were left in 
their peaceful refidence of Caphargamala : but 
the relics of the firft martyr were tranfported, in 
folemn proceffion, to a church conftmdtedin their 
honour on Mount Sion ; and the minute particles 
of thofe relics, a drop of blood 73 , or the fcrapings 
of a bone, were acknowledged, in almoli every 
province of the Roman world, to poffefs a divine 
and miraculous virtue. The grave and learped 
Auguftin 79 , whofe underftanding fcarcely admits 
the excufe of credulity, has attefted the innume- 
rable prodigies which were performed in Africa 
by the relics of St. Stephen ; and this marvellous 
narrative is inferted in the elaborate work of the 
City of God, which the Bifhop of Hippo defigned 
as a folid and immortal proof of the truth of 
Chriftianity. Auguftin folemnly declares, that 

73 A phial of St. Stephen’s blood was annually liquefied at Naples, 
till he was fuperfeded by St. Januarius (Ruinart. Hift.Perfecut. Vandal. 
P- 5*9-) 

75 Auguftin compofed the two-and-twenty books de Civitate Dei 
in the fpace of thirteen years. A. D. 413 — 426. (Tillemonc. Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. xiv. p. 608 , See, His learning is too often borrowed, 
and his arguments are too often his own ; but the whole work claims 
the merit of a magnificent defign, vigoroufly, and not unftilfnlly, 
executed. 

VOL. V. K he 
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c H A P. he had fele&ed thofe miracles only which were 
xkvhi^ publicly certified by the perfons who were either 
the objects, or the fpe&ators, of the power of the 
martyr. Many prodigies were omitted, or for- 
gotten ; and Hippo had been lefs favourably 
treated than the other cities of the province. 
And yet the bifhop enumerates above feventy 
miracles, of which three were refur regions from 
the dead, in the fpace of two years, and within 
the limits of his own diocefe So . If we enlarge 
our view to all the diocefes, and all the faints, of 
the Chriflian world, it will not be eafy to calcu- 
late the fables, and the errors, which iffued from 
this inexhauftible fource. But we may furely be 
allowed to obferve, that a miracle, in that age of 
fuperflition and credulity, loll its name and its 
merit, fince it could fcarcely be confidercd as a 
deviation from the ordinary, and eftablifhed, 
laws of nature. 

m. Revi- III, The innumerable miracles, of which the 
jytheifiru ' tombs of the martyrs were the perpetual theatre, 
revealed to the pious believer the a6tual Hate and 
conflitution of the invifible world ; and his reli- 
gious speculations appeared to be founded on the 
firm bails of fa£t and experience, Whatever 
might be the condition of vulgar fouls, in the 
long interval between the diffolution and the re- 
furreciion of their bodies, it was evident that the 

80 See Auguftm de Civitat. Dei, l.xxii. c. and the Appendix, 
which contains two books of St. Stephen’s miracles, by Rvodius, Bi- 
fliop of Uzalis. Freculphns (apud Bafnage, Hift. des Juifs, tom viii. 
p. *49-) has preferred a Gallic or a Spaniih proverb,. « Whoever pre- 
44 tends to have read all themiracles of St, Stephen, he lies.” 

fupe- 
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fuperior fpirits of the faints and martyrs did not 
confmne that portion of their exigence in filent 
and inglorious deep 8r . It was evident (without 
prefuming to determine the place of their habita- 
tion, or the nature of their felicity) that they en- 
joyed the lively and a6live confcioulnefs of their 
happinefs, their virtue, and their powers j and 
that they had already fecured the poflfefliqn of 
their eternal reward. The enlargement of their 
intellectual faculties furpaffed the meafure of the 
human imagination ; lince it was proved by ex- 
perience ^ that they were capable of hearing and 
underftanding the various petitions of their nu- 
merous votaries ; who, in the fame moment of 
time, but in the mod diftant parts of the world, 
invoked the name and abidance of Stephen or of 
Martin 82 . The confidence of their petitioners 
was founded on the perfuafion that the faints, 
who reigned with Chrift, cad an eye of pity upon 
earth ; that they were warmly interefted in the 
profperity of the Catholic church ; and that the 
individuals, who imitated the example of their 

Sl Burnet (de Statu Mortuorum, p.56 — 84.) collects the opinions 
of the Fathers* as far as they aflert the deep, or repofe, of human fouls 
till the day of judgment. He afterwards expofes (p. 91, &c.) the in-, 
conveniencies which mult arife* if they poffeiTed a more a<5Uve and 
fenfible exiftence. 

82 Vigilantius placed the fouls of the prophets and martyrs* either 
in the bofom of Abraham (in loco refrigerii), or elfe under the altar of 
God. 'Nec pofle fuis tumulis et nbi voluerunt adelTe preefentes. But 
Jerom. (toiruji. p. 122.) fternly refutes this blafphemy. Tu Deo leges 
pones ? Tu apoftolis vincula injioies, ut ufque ad diem judicii 
teneantur cuftodia, nec Hnt cum. ; I)qmmo fuo; .de quibus fcriptum eft* 
Sequuntur Agnum quocunque vadit. Si Agnus ubique, ergo* et hi, 
qui cumAgno funt* ubique.efle credendi funt. ;Et cum <Ji.nl>o 3 us et, 
d'emones toto vagentur in orbe, &c. 
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c H A P h$ith and piety, were the peculiar and favourite 

, ™ 0 bje6ls of their moft tender regard. Sometimes, 
indeed, their friendfhip might be influenced by 
confiderations of a lefs exalted kind : they viewed, 
with partial affection , the places which had been 
confecrated by their birth, their refidence, their 
death, their burial, or the poffehion of their re- 
lics. The meaner paffions of pride, avarice, 
and revenge, may be deemed unworthy of a ce- 
ieftial bread; yet the faints themfelves conde- 
fcended to tellify their grateful approbation of 
the liberality of their votaries : and the fharpefl 
bolts of punifliment were burled againft thofe im- 
pious wretches, who violated their magnificent 
ihjrittes, or difbelieved their fupernatural power 53 . 
Atrocious, indeed, muft have been the guilt, and 
ftrange would have been the fcepticifm, of thofe 
men, if they had obftinately refilled the proofs of 
a divine agency, -which the elements, the whole 
range of the animal creation, and even the fubtle 
and inviflble operations of the human mind, were 
compelled to obey 84 . The immediate, and al- 
moft inftantaneous, effects, that were fuppofed to 
follow the prayer, or the offence, fatisfied the 
Chriflians, of the ample meafure of favour and 
authority which the faints enjoyed in the pre- 
fence of the Supreme God ; and it feemed almofl 

• ?3 Fleury, Difcours fur l’Hift. Ecclefiaftique, iii. p. 80 . 

84 At Minorca, the relics of St. Stephen converted, in eight days, 
540 Jews ; with the help, indeed, of fome wholeforae leverities, fuch 
as burning the fynagogue, driving the obftinate infidels to ftarve among 
the rocks, & c. See the original letter of Severus Bifhop of Minorca 
(ad calcem St.Auguftin de Civ. Dei), and the judicious remarks of 
Safnage (tom, viii. p. *45— -jyi.). 

fuper- 
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fup erfl nous to enquire, Whether they were conti- ch a p. 
nually obliged to intercede before the throne of , xx y m< , 
grace j or whether they might not be permitted 
to exercife, according to the dictates of their 
benevolence and juftice, the delegated powers of 
their fubordinate mini dry. The imagination, 

which had been raifed by a painful effort to the 
contemplation and worfliip of the UniverfaL 
Caufe, eagerly embraced liich inferior objects 
of adoration as were more proportioned to its 
grofs conceptions and imperfect faculties. The 
fubliine and Ample theology of the primitive 
Chriftians was gradually corrupted ; and the 
monarchy of heaven, already clouded by meta- 
phyfical fubtleties, was degraded by the intro- 
duction of a popular mythology, which tended 
to reft ore the reign of polytheifm 85 . 

IV. As the objects of religion were gradually jy. intro- 
reduced to the ftandard of the imagination, the dudiion of 
rites and ceremonies were introduced that feemed Pagan . ce ' 

» rcnionicfi* 

moil powerfully to aiie6t the femes of the vulgar. 

If, in the beginning of the fifth century 86 , Ter- 
tullian or LaCtantius % had been fuddenly raifed 
from the dead, to affift at the feftival of fome 

85 Mr. Hume (Eflays, vol. ii. p. 434.) obfervcs, like a philofopher, 
tlie natural flux and reflux of polytheifm and theifm. 

86 D’Aubigne (fee his own Memoirs, p. 156 — r6o.) frankly 
offered, with the confent of die Huguenot minifters, to allow the fit ft 
400 years as the rule of faith. The Cardinal du Perron haggled for 
forty years more, which were indifcreetly given. Yet neither party 
would have found their account in this foolifh bargain. 

The worfliip pradtifed and inculcated by Tertullian, Ladiantius, 

Arnobius, &c. is fo extremely pure and fpiritual, that their declamations 
againft the Pagan fometimes glance againft the Jewilh ceremonies. 

k 3 popular 
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chap, popular faint, or martyr s % they would have 
xxviii. gazed with ailonifliment, and indignation, on the 
profane fpeetacle, which had fucceeded to the 
pure and fpiritual worth ip of a Chriltiari congre- 
gation. As foon as the doors of the ch urch were 
thrown open, they mult have been offended by 
the fmoke of incenfe, the perfume of flowers, 
and the glare of lamps and tapers, which diffufed, 
at noon-day, a gawdy, fuperfluous, and, in their 
opinion, a facrilegious light. If they approached 
the baluflrade of the altar, they made their way 
through the proftrate crowd, conMing, for the 
molt part, of grangers and pilgrims, who reforted 
to the city on the vigil of the feaft. ; and who 
already felt the llrong intoxication of fan aticifm, 
and, perhaps, of wine. Their devout kiffes were 
imprinted on the walls and pavement of the facred 
edifice ; and their fervent prayers were directed, 
whatever might be the language of their church, 
to the bones, the blood, or the allies of the faints, 
which were ufually concealed, by a linen or fiiken 
veil, from the eyes of the vulgar. The Chriftians 
frequented the tombs of the martyrs, in the hope 
of obtaining, from their powerful interceffion, 
every fort of fpiritual, but more efpecially of tem- 
poral, bleffings. They implored the preservation 
of their health, or the cure of their infirmities 5 

83 Fauftus the Manichaean accufes the Catholics of idolatry. Ver- 
this idols in martyres ... quos votis limilibiis colitis. M. de 
Beaufobre (Hill. Critique du Manicheil'me, tom. ii. p. 629 — 700.), 
. a Proteflant, but a philofopher, has reprefented, with candour and 
learning, the introduction of Cbrijlian idolatry in the fourth and fifth 
centuries. 
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the fniitfulnefs of their barren wives, or the 
iafety and happinefs of their children. When- 
ever they undertook any didant or dangerous 
journey, they requeued, that the holy martyrs 
would be their guides and protestors on the 
road ; and if they returned without having 
experienced any misfortune, they again hai- 
tened to the tombs of the martyrs, to celebrate, 
with grateful thankfgivings, their obligations 
to the memory and relics of thofe heavenly 
patrons. The walls were hung round with fym- 
bols of the favours which they had received j 
eyes, and hands, and feet, of gold and diver : 
and edifying pictures, which could not long 
efcape the abide of indifcreet or idolatrous 
devotion, reprefented the image, the attri- 
butes, and the miracles, of the tutelar faint. 
The lame uniform original fpirit of fuperditioii 
might fugged, in the mod didant ages and 
countries, the dime methods of deceiving the 
credulity, and of affedting the fenfes, of man- 
kind 89 : but it mud ingeiiuoudy be confeded, 
that the miniders of the Catholic church imi- 
tated the profane model, which they were impa- 
tient to dedroy. The mod reipe6table biihops 
bad perfuaded themfelves, that the ignorant 
rudics would more cheerfully renounce the fu- 
perditions of Paganifm, if they found fome re- 
femblance, fome compenfation in the bofom of 

89 The refemblance of fuperffition, which could not be imitated, 
might be traced from Japan to Mexico. Warburton has feized this 
idea, which he diftorts, by rendering it too general and abfolute 
(Divine Legation, vol. hr. p. xa6, & c.). 
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c H A P. Chriftianity. The religion of Conftantine at- 
xxviii. c } 1 j eve( j 3 j n i e f s than a century, the final con- 
queft of the Roman empire : but the victors 
themfelves were infenfibly fubdued by the arts 
of their vanquifhed rivals 90 * 

9:5 The imitation of Paganifm is the fubje& of Dr. Middleton^ 
agreeable letter from Rome. Warburton’s animadverfions obliged 
him to connedt (vol. iii. p. iso — 15a.) the hiftory of the two reli- 
gions ; and to prove the antiquity of the Chriftian copy. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Final Dwifion of the Roman Empire between 
the Sons of Theodofius. — Reign of Arcadius 
and Honorius . — Adminijiration of Riifinus 
and Stilicho. — Revolt and Defeat of Gildo 
in Africa. 

'JTIE genius of Rome expired with Thedolius ; c H A p. 

the laft of the fucceffors of Augufius and XXIX ‘ 
Conftantine, who appeared in the held at the Divifion of 
head of their armies, and wliofe authority was tiie empire 
univerfally acknowledged throughout the whole Arcadius 
extent of the empire. The memory of his vir- and Hono- 
tues Hill continued, however, to protect tlie-™^ 
feeble and inexperienced youth of his two fons. Jan. 17. “ 
After the death of their father, Arcadius and 
Honorius were faluted, by the unanimous con- 
fent of mankind, as the lawful emperors of the 
Eaft, and of the Weft ; and the oath of fidelity 
was eagerly taken by every order of the hate ; 
the fenates of old and new Rome, the clergy, the 
magiftrates, the foldiers, and the people. Arca- 
dius, who then was about eighteen years of age, 
was born in Spain, in the humble habitation of a 
private family. But he received a princely edu- 
cation in the palace of Conftantinople ; and his 
inglorious life was fpent in that peaceful and 
fplendid feat of royalty, from whence he appeared 
to reign over the provinces of Thrace, Alia Mi- 
nor, Syria, and Egypt, from the lower Danube 
to the confines of Perlia and /Ethiopia, l^is 
12 younger 
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chap, younger brother, Honorius, afiumed, in the 

, XXIX “ , eleventh year of his age, the nominal government 
of Italy, Africa, Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; and 
the troops, which guarded the frontiers of his 
kingdom, were oppofed, on one fide, to the Ca- 
ledonians, and on the other, to the Moors. The 
great and martial prasfe&ure of Illyricum was 
divided between the two princes : the defence 
and pofiefiion of the provinces of Noricum, 
Pannonia, and Dalmatia, dill belonged to 
the Weftern empire ; but the two large diocefes 
of Dacia and Macedonia, which Gratian had 
entrufted to the valour of Theodofius, were for 
ever united to the empire of the Eaft. The 
boundary in Europe w r as not very different from 
the line which now feparates the Germans and 
the Turks ; and the refpedtive advantages of ter- 
ritory, riches, populoiifiiefs, and military flrength, 
were fairly balanced and compenfated, in this 
final and permanent divifion of the Roman em- 
pire. The hereditary fceptre of the fons of Theo- 
dofius appeared to be the gift of nature, and of 
their father ; the generals and minifters had been 
accuflomed to adore the majefly of the royal in- 
fants ; and the army and people were not admo- 
niflied of their rights, and of their power, by the 
dangerous example of a recent election. The 
gradual difcovexy of the weaknefs of A r cadi us 
and Honorius, and the repeated calamities of 
their reign, were not fufficient to obliterate the 
deep and early impreflions of loyalty. The fub- 
jedls of Rome, who ftifl reverenced the perfons, 
or rather the names, of their fovereigns, beheld, 

with 
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with 1 equal abhorrence, the rebels who oppofed, c hap. 
and the minifters who abufed, the authority of t X ^ IX, . I 
the throne, 

Theodolius had tarnifhed the glory of his reign ciura&er 
by the elevation of Rufinus ; an odious favourite, a< ? mi *’ 
who, in an age or civil and religious faction, has 0 f Rufinus, * 
defer ved, from every party, the imputation of 
every crime. The ftrong impulfe of ambition 3 395 ‘ 

and avarice 1 had urged Rufinus to abandon his 
native country, an obfcure corner of Gaul % to 
advance his fortune in the capital of the Bail : 
the talent of bold and ready elocution 3 qualified 
him to fucceed in the lucrative profeffion of the 
law ; and his luccefs in that profeffion was a 
regular ftep to the molt honourable and impor- 
tant employments of the Rate. He was railed, 
by juft degrees,, to the ftation of m after of the 
offices. _ In the exercife of his various functions, 
fo eft en daily connected with the whole fyftero of 
civil government, he acquired the confidence of 
a monarch, who foon difeovered his diligence and 
capacity in buftnefs,and who long remained igno- 
rant of the pride, the malice, and the covetoufnefs 
of his diipofition. Thefe vices were concealed 
beneath the mafk of profound diffimulation 4 $ 

1 Aledloj envious of the public felicity, convenes an infernal fynod. 

Megsera recommends her pupil Rufinus, and excites him to deeds of 
mifehief, & c. But there is as much difference between Claudian’s fury 
and that of Virgil, as between the charadlers of Turnus and Rufinus, 

a It is evident (Tillemont, Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p.- 770.), ^though 
de Marca is afhamed of his countryman, that Rufinus was born at 
Elufa, the metropolis of Novempopulania, now a final! village of Gaf- 
cony (D’Anville, Notice de I’Ancienne Gaule, p. 289.). 

3 Philoftorgius, 1 , xi. c. 3. with Godefroy’s Difiert. p. 440; 

4 A paflage of Suidas is expreffive of his profound diffimulation i 

. his 
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c h A P. his paffions were fubfervient only to the paffions 

, xxix. ^ 0 f ijjs m after ; yet, in the horrid maffacre of 
Theffalonica,the cruel Rufinus inflamed the fury, 
without imitating the repentance, of Theodofius. 
The minifter, who viewed with proud indifference 
the reft of mankind, never forgave the appear- 
ance of an injury ; and his perfonal enemies had 
forfeited in his opinion the merit of all public 
fer vices. Promotus, the mafter-general of the 
infantry, had faved the empire from the invafion 
of the Oftrogoths ; but he indignantly fupported 
the pre-eminence of a rival, whofe character and 
profeflion he defpifed ; and, in the midft of a 
public council, the impatient foldier was pro- 
voked to chaftife with a blow the indecent pride 
of the favourite. This a dt of violence was repre- 
fented to the Emperor as an infult, which it was 
incumbent on his dignity to refent. The dis- 
grace and exile of Promotus were fignified by a 
peremptory order, to repair, without delay, to a 
military ftation on the banks of the Danube; and 
the death of that general (though he was flain in 
a Ikirmifli with the Barbarians) was imputed to 
the perfidious arts of Rufinus s . The facrifice of 
an hero gratified his revenge : the honours of the 
confulfhip elated his vanity; but his power was 
ltill imperfedt and precarious, as long as the im- 
portant polls of praefedt of the Eaft, and of prse- 
fedl of Conftantinople, were filled by Tatian 6 , 

and 


5 Zofimus, 1 . iv. p. 373, 373. 

fi Zofimus, who defcribes the fall of Tatian and his fon (I. nr. p. 373, 
374.) afferts their innocence : and even Ms teftimony may outweigh 
the charges of their enemies (Cod. Theodof. tom. sv. p. 489.), who 

accuf® 
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and his fon Proculus; whofe united authority Chap. 
balanced, for fome time, the ambition and fa- XXIX * 
vour of the matter of the offices. The two praa- 
fedts were accufed of rapine and corruption in 
the adminiftration of the laws and finances. For 
the trial of thefe illuftrious offenders, the Em- 
peror conflituted a fpecial comtniffion : feveral 
j udges were named to fhare the guilt and reproach 
of injuftice; but the right of pronouncing fen- 
ten ce was referved to' the prefident alone, and 
that prefident was Rufinus himfelf. The father, 
ftripped of the prsefedture of the Eaft, was thrown 
into a dungeon ; but the fon, confcious that few 
minifters can be found innocent, where an ene- 
my is their judge, had fecretly efcaped ; and 
Rufinus m lift have been fatisfied with the leaft 
obnoxious victim, if defpotifm had not conde- 
fcendedto employ the bafeft and molt ungenerous 
artifice. The profecution was conducted with an 
appearance of equity and moderation, which flat- 
tered Tatian with the hope of a favourable event: 
his confidence was fortified by the folemn afiiir- 
ances, and perfidious oaths, of the prefident, who 
prefumed to interpofe the facred name of Theodo- 
fius himfelf; and the unhappy father was at lafl 
perfuaded to recal, by a private letter, the fugi- 
tive Proculus. He was inftantly feized, exa- 
mined, condemned, and beheaded, in one of the 
fuburbs of Conftantinople, with a precipitation 

-accufe them of opprelfmg the Citric. The connexion of Tatian -with 
the Arlans, while he was prsefed of Egypt (A. D. 373), inclines 
Tillemont to believe that he wa.s guilty of every crime (Hift. dies Erap. 
torn, v. p.360. Mem.Ecclef. tom. yi. p. 389.). 


which 
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c h A p. which disappointed the clemency of the Empe- 
xxjx. ror> Without reipe&ing the misfortunes of a 
confular fenator, the cruel judges of Tatian com- 
pelled him to behold the execution of his Ton : 
the fatal cord was fattened round his own neck ; 
hut in the moment when he expelled, and per- 
haps defired, the relief of a fpeedy death, lie was 
permitted to confume the miferable remnant of 
his old age in poverty and exile 7 . The puiiifh- 
ment, of the two praefedts might, perhaps, be ex- 
cised by the exceptionable parts of their own 
conduct; the enmity of Ruftinis might be pal- 
liated by the jealous and unfociable nature of 
ambition. But he indulged a fpirit of revenge, 
equally repugnant to prudence and to juft ice, 
when he degraded their native country of Lycia 
from the rank of Roman provinces ; ftigmatifed 
a guiltlefs people with a mark of ignominy j and 
declared that the countrymen of Tatian and 
Proculns fhould ever remain incapable of hold- 
ing any employment of honour or advantage, 
under the Imperial government 8 . The new 

prmfeSt; 

7 » — Juvenum rorantia colla 

Ante patrtim vultus ftri&a oecidere fecuri. 

3 bat grandaevus nato moriente fuperftes 

Poft trabeas exful. In Rufin. i. 248. 

Th e faffs of Zofimus explain the alhijions of Claudian ; but his claffie 
interpreters were ignorant of the fourth century. The fatal cord, 
I found, with the help of Tillemont, in a fermon of St. Afterius of 
Ainafea. 

This odius law is recited, and repealed, by Arcadius (A. D 
396.), in the Theodofian Code, l.ix. tit. xxxviii. leg. 9. The fenfe, 
as it is explained by Claudian (in Rufin. i. 234.) and Godefroy (tom. iii. 
p. 279.), is perfectly clear, 

Exfcindere cives 

Fiuiditus ; ct nomen gentis delere hborat. 

16 
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prefect of the Eaft (for Rufinus inftantly fuc- chap. 
ceeded to the vacant honours of his adversary) XXIX * t 
was not diverted, however, by the moft criminal 
purfuits, from the performance of the religious 
duties, which in that age were confidered as the 
moft often tial to falvation. In the fuburb of 
Chalcedon, furnained the Oak, he had built a 
magnificent villa ; to which he devoutly added a 
fthtely church, confecrated to the apoftfes St. 

Peter and St Paul , and continually iantftified by 
the prayers, and penance, of a regular fociety of 
monks. A numerous, and almoft general fynod 
of the bifhops of the Eaftern empire was fum- 
moned to celebrate, at the fame time, the dedd 
cation of the church, and the baptifm of the 
founder. This double ceremony was performed 
with extraordinary pomp ; and when Rufinus was 
purified, in the holy font, from all the fins that 
be had hitherto committed, a venerable hermit 
of Egypt raflily propofed himfelf as the Iponfor 
of a proud and ambitious ftatefinan 9 . 

The character of Theodolius impofed on his Heop- 
minifter the talk of hypocrify, which difguifed, gjjj* 8 the 
and fometimes reftrained, the abufe of power ; a. 0.395. 
and Rufinus was apprehenfive of diiturbing the 
indolent Humber of a prince, feiii capable of 
exerting the abilities, and the virtue, which had 

The fcruples of Pag! and Tillemont can arife only from their 2eal for 
the glory of Theodolius. 

9 Ammonius . . . Rufinum propriis manibus fufeepit facro fonte 
mundatum. See Rofweyde’s Vitae Patrum, p. 947. Sozomen (l. viii. 
c. 17.) mentions the church and .monaftery ; and Tillemont (Mem. 

Ecclef. tom. ix. p. 593.) records this fyh©d>i& which St.tOragotf'iof 
NylTa performed a confpicuous part. 
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chap, raifed him to the throne I0 . But the abfence, and 
xxix. f oon afterwards, the death, of the Emperor, con- 
' firmed the abfolute authority of Rufinus over 

the perfon and dominions of Arcadius ; a feeble 
youth, whom the imperious prsefedt confidered 
as his pupil, rather than his fovereign. Regard- 
lefs of the public opinion, he indulged his paffions 
without remorfe, and without refinance ; ;and his 
malignant and rapacious fpirit rejected every 
pailion that might have contributed to his own 
glory, or the happinefs of the people. His ava- 
rice Vs which feems to have prevailed in his cor- 
rupt mind, over every other fentiment, attracted 
the wealth of the Eaft, by the various arts of 
partial, and general, extortion ; oppreffive taxes, 
fcandalous bribery, immoderate fines, iinjufl con- 
fifcations, forced or fictitious teftaments, by which 
the tyrant defpoiled of their lawful inheritance 
the children of ftrangers,or enemies; and thepub- 
lie fale of juitice, as well as of favour, which he 
inftituted in the palace of Conftantinople. The 

,0 Montefquieu (Eipritdes Loix, Lxii. c.xz.) praifes one of the 
laws of Theodofius, addrefled to the prsefect Rufinus ( 1 . ix. tit. iv.Ieg. ‘ 
unic.)> to difeourage the profecution of treafonable, or facrilegious, 
words. A tyrannical ftatute always proves the exiftence of tyranny j 
but a laudable edidt may only contain the fpecious profeffions, or. in- 
efFe&ual withes* of the prince, or his minifters, This, I am afraid, 
is a juft, though rtiortifying, canon of criticifm. 

“ — — . — . fluiftibus auri 

Expleri ille calor nequit ■ — 

Congeftse cumulantur opes ; orbifque rapinas 
Accipit una domus— — 

This character (Claudian. in Rufin. i. 184 — aao.) is confirmed by 
Jerom, a difinterefted witnefs (dedecus infatiabilis avaritfte, tom. i. ad 
Heliodor. p. a6.)> by Zofimus ( 1 . y. p . a86.), and by Suidas, who 
copied the hiftory of Eunapius. 


ambitious 
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ambitious candidate eagerly folieited, at the ex- c n a p. 
pence of the faireft part of his patrimony, the xxix. 
honours and emoluments of fome provincial go- 
vernment : the lives and fortunes of the unhappy 
people were abandoned to the moft liberal pur- 
chafer ; and the public difcoutent was fometimes 
appeafed by the facrifice of an unpopular criminal, 
whofe pimifliment was profitable only to the pne- 
fe6fc of the Eaft, his accomplice and his judge. If 
avarice were not the blinded: of the human paf- 
lions, the motives of Rufinus might excite our 
curiofity ; and we might be tempted to inquire, 
with what view he violated every principle of hu- 
manity and juftiee, to accumulate thofe immenfe 
treafures, which he could not fpend without folly, 
nor poflefs without danger. Perhaps he vainly 
imagined, that he laboured for the intereft of an 
only daughter, on whom he intended to bellow his 
royal pupil, and the auguft rank of Emprefs of 
the Eaft. Perhaps he deceived himfelf by the 
©pinion, that his avarice was the inftrument of 
his ambition. He afpired to place his fortune on 
a feciire and independent balls, which Ihould no 
longer depend on the caprice of the young Em- 
peror ; yet he neglected to conciliate the hearts 
of the foldiers and people, by the liberal diftri- 
bution of thofe riches, which he had acquired 
with fo much toil, and with fo much guilt. The 
extreme parfimony of Rufinus left him only the 
reproach, and envy, of ill-gotten wealth ; his de- 
pendents .ferved him without attachment; the 
unkerfal hatred of mankind was reprefted only 
by the influence of fervile fear. The fate of 
vol. v. l Lucian 
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chap. Lucian proclaimed to the Eaft, that the prsefe&* 
whofe induftry was much abated in the difpateh 
of ordinary bufinefs, was aCtive and indefatigable 
in the purfuit of revenge. Lucian, the fon of the 
prsefeCt Florentius, the oppreffor of Gaul, and the 
enemy of Julian, had employed a confiderable 
part of his inheritance, the fruit of rapine and 
corruption, to purchafe the friendfhip of Rufinus, 
and the high office of Count of the Eaft. But the 
new magiftrate imprudently departed from the 
maxims of the cou rt, and of the times ; difgraced 
his benefactor, by the contrail of a virtuous and 
temperate adminiftration *, and prefumed to re- 
fufe an a£t of injuftice, which might have tended 
to the profit of the Emperor’s uncle. Arcadius 
was eafily perfuaded to refent the fuppofed infult j 
and the PreefeCt of the Eafi refolved to execute in 
perfon the cruel vengeance, which he meditated 
againfl this ungrateful delegate of his power. He 
performed with inceffaiit fpeed the journey of 
Jim feven or eight hundred miles,from Conftantinople 

I to Antioch, entered the capital of Syria at the 

dead of night, and fpread univerfal conflernation 
among a people, ignorant of his defign, but not 

I ignorant of his character. The Count of the fif- 

teen provinces of the Eaft was dragged, like the 
vileft malefactor, before the arbitrary tribunal of 
Rufinus. Notwithftanding the cleareft evidence 
of his integrity, which was not impeached even 
by the voice ofan accufer, Lucian was condemned 
almoft without a trial, to fuffer a cruel and igno- 
minious punifhment. The miniflers of the tyrant, 
by the order, and in the prefence, of their matter, 
fo beat 
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beat him on the neck with leather thongs, armed c H A P. 
at the extremities with lead ; and when he fainted , XX1X * , 
under the violence of the pain, he was removed 
in a dole litter, to conceal his dying agonies from 
the eyes of the indignant city. No fooner had 
Rufinus perpetrated this inhuman a6t, the lole 
object of his expedition, than he returned, amidft 
the deep, and liient, curfes of a trembling people, 
from Antioch to Conftantinople ; and his dili- 
gence was accelerated, by the hope of accom- 
plilhing, without delay, the nuptials of his 
daughter with the Emperor of the Eaft Ia . 

But Rufinus foon experienced, that a prudent He is dir- 
minifier fhould conftantly lecure his royal captive 
by the lirong, though invifible, chain of habit ; riage of 
and that the merit, and much more eafily the Arcadius, 
favour, of the abfent, are obliterated in a fliort April's? 9 /' 
time from the mind of a weak and capricious 
fovereign. While the prmfe6l fatiated his revenge 
at Antioch, a fecret confpiracy of the favourite 
eunuchs, directed by the great chamberlain Eu« 
tropius, undermined his power in the palace of 
Conftantinople. They difcovered that Arcadius 
was not inclined to love the daughter of Rufinus, 
who had been chofen, without his content, for his 
bride ; and they contrived to fubftitute in her 
place the fair Eudoxia, the daughter of Bauto I? , 

13 — Csetera fegnis ; 

Ad facinus velox ; penitus regione remotas 
Impiger ire vias. 

This allufion of Claudian (in Rufin. i. 241.) is again explained by the 
eircwnftantial narrative of Zofimus (i. v. p. 488, 289.}. 

13 Zofimus (l.iv.p. 243.) praifes the valour, prudence, and integrity 
«f Bauto the Frank. See Tillemont, Hift. des Empcreurs* tom. v. p. 7 7 1 «. 

.. . . t 2 ; ■ a ge- 
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■c H A p. a general of the Franks in the fervice of Rome ; 
« XX1X ' , and who was educated, fince the death of her 
father, in the family of the Ions of Promotus. The 
young Emperor, whole chaftity had been ftri6tly 
guarded by the pious care of his tutor Arfenms 14 , 
eagerly liftened to the artful and fi altering defcrip- 
tions of the charms of Eudoxia : he gazed with 
impatient ardour on her picture, and he under- 
flood the neceffity of concealing his amorous 
defignsffomthe knowledge of a tnimfter, who was 
fo deeply interefted to pppofe the confuramation 
of his happinefs. Soon after the return of Rufiims, 
the approaching ceremony of the royal nuptials 
was announced to the people of Conftantinople, 
who prepared to celebrate, with falfe and hollow 
acclamations, the fortune of his daughter. A 
fplendid train of eunuchs and officers iffued, in 
hymeneal pomp, from the gates of the palace j 
bearing aloft the diadem, the robes, and the in- 
eftimable ornaments, of the future Em prefs. The 
foleran proceffion pafled through the flreets of the 
city, which were adorned with garlands, and filled 
with fpedtators ; but, when it reached the houfe of 
the fans of Promotus, the principal eunuch re- 
fpectfiilly entered the manfion, invefted the fair 
Eudoxia with the Imperial robes, and conducted 
her in triumph to the palace and bed of Arca- 
dius 1S . / The fecrecy, and fucceis, with which 

this 

u Arfenius efcaped from the palace of Conftantinople, and pafled 
fifty-five years in rigid penance in the monafteries of Egypt. See 
Tilleinont, Mem. Ecclef. tom, jriv. p. 676 — 70a. ; and Fleury, Hift. 
Ecclef. tom. v. p. 1, &e. : but the latter, for want of authentic mate* 
rials, has given too much credit to the legend of Metaphraftes. 

15 This ftory (Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 390.) proves that the hymeneal 
rites of antiquity were ftill pradiifed, without idolatry, by the Chriftians 

©f 
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this confpiracy againft Rufinus had been con- 
dueled, imprinted a mark of indelible ridicule 
on the character of a minifter, who had fuffered 
himfelf to be deceived, in a poll where the arts 
of deceit and diffimulation conftitute the moft 
diftinguiflied merit. He confidered, with a mix- 
ture of indignation and fear, the victory of an 
afpiring eunuch, who had fecretly captivated the 
favour of his fovereign ; and the difgrace of his 
daughter, whofe interelt was infeparably con- 
nected with his own, wounded the tenderneis, 
or, at lead, the pride of Rutin us. At the mo- 
ment when he flattered himfelf .that he fliould 
become the father of a line of kings, a foreign 
maid, who had been educated in the hpufe of his 
implacable enemies, was introduced into the 
Imperial bed ; and Eudoxia foon difplayed a fu- 
periority of fenfe and fpirit, to improve the af- 
■ Cendant which her beauty mutt acquire over the 
mind of a fond and youthful hutband. The Em- 
peror would foon be inftructed to hate, to fear, 
and to deftroy the powerful fubjeet, whom he 
had injured ; and the confcioufnefs of guilt de- 
prived Rufitius of every hope, either of fafety or 
comfort, in the retirement of a private life. 
But he Hill poffefied the moft effectual means of 
defending his dignity, and perhaps of oppreff- 
ing his enemies. The prasfeCl ft ill exercifed an 
uncontrouled authority over the civil and mili- 
tary government of the Eaft : and his treafures, 

of the Eaft ; and the bride was forcibly conduced from the houfe of 
her parents to that of her hulband. Our form of marriage require#? 
with lefs delicacy, the exprefs and public confent of a virgin. 

L 3 
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chap, if he could refolve to ufe them, might be era- 
XXIX * ployed to procure proper inftruments, for the ex- 
' r ™* J edition of the blackeft defigns, that pride, ambi- 
tion, and revenge could fuggelt to a defperate 
ftatefman. The character of Rufinus feemed to 
juffify the accufations, that he confpired againit 
the perfon of his fovereign, to feat liimfeif on the 
vacant throne ; and that he had fecretiy invited 
the Huns, and the Goths, to invade the provinces 
of the empire, and to increale the public eonfu- 
lion. The fubtle prmfedt, whofe life had been 
fpent in the intrigues of the palace, oppofed, with 
equal arms, the artful meafures of the eunuch 
Eutropius; but the timed ' foul of Rufinus was 
aftoniihed by the hoftile approach of a more for- 
midable rival, of the great Stilicho, the generator 
rather the mailer, of the empire of the Weil' 6 . 
Character The celeftial gift which Achilles obtained, and 
of stilicho Alexander envied, of a poet worthy to celebrate 

trie muu- x z 

fter, and the actions of heroes, has been enjoyed by Stili- 
0™?’ oho, in a much higher degree than might have 
Wettem been expected from the declining Rate of genius, 
empire, and of art. The mufe of Claudian I? , devoted to 
his fervice, w r as always prepared to ftigmatife his 
adverfaries, Rufinus, or Eutropius, with eternal 
infamy j or to paint, in the molt fplendid colours, 
the victories, and virtues, of a powerful bene- 
factor. In the review of a period indifferently 


lS Zofimus ( 1 , v. p. 390.), Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 37.), and the Chro= 
nicle of Marcellinus. Claudian (in Rufin. ii. 7 — 100.) paints, in 
lively colours, the diftrefs and guilt of the prefect. 

‘ 7 Stilicho, diredtly or indirectly, is the perpetual theme of Claudian. 
The youth and private life of the hero are vaguely exprefied in the 
poem on his firft confullhip, 35— 140. 

fupplied 
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fupplied with authentic materials, we cannot chap. 
refufe to illuflrate the annals of Honorius, from , 

the invectives, or the panegyrics, of a con- 
temporary writer ; but as Claudian appears to 
have indulged the molt ample privilege of a poet 
and a courtier, fome criticifm will be requilite 
to tranllate the language of fiction, or exag- 
geration, into the truth and fimplicity of hit 
toric profe. His lilence concerning the family 
of Stilicho may be admitted as a proof, that 
his patron was neither able, nor defirous, to 
boalt of a long feries of illuftrious progenitors ; 
and the flight mention of his father, an officer 
of Barbarian cavalry, in the fervice of Valens, 
feerns to countenance the afiertion, that the 
general, who fo long commanded the armies of 
Rome, was delcended from the favage and per- 
fidious race of the Vandals' 18 . If Stilicho had 
not pofTefled the external advantages of flrength 
and llature, the moll flattering bard, in the pre- 
fence of fo many thoufand fpeClators, would 
have hefitated to affirm, that he furpafled the 
meafure of the demi-gods of antiquity ; and, that 
whenever he moved, with lofty fteps, through the 
flreets of the capital, the aftonifhed crowd made 
room for the flranger, who difplayed, in a private 
condition, the awful majefty of a hero. From 
his earlieft youth he embraced the profeflion of 
arms ; his prudence and valour were foon diftin- 
guifhed in the field ; the horfemen and archers 


18 Vanclalorum) imbellis, avarse, perfidse, et dolofe, gentis, genere 
editus. Orofius, 1. vii. c. $3. Jerom (tom.i. ad Gerontiam, p. 93 .) 
rails him a Semi-Barbarian. 

L 4 


Of 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 



352 

chap, of the Eaft admired his fuperior dexterity ; and 
./ ' in each degree of his military promotions, the 

public judgment always prevented and approved 
the choice of the fovereign. He was named by 
Thebdofius, to ratify a folemn treaty with the 
monarch of Perfia : he fupported, during that 
important embaily, the dignity of the Roman 
name; and after his return to Conftantinople, his 
merit was rewarded by an intimate and honour- 
able alliance with the Imperial family. The o de- 
bus had been prompted by a pious motive of 
fraternal affection, to adopt for his own, the 
daughter of his brother Honorius 5 the beauty 
and accomplifhments of Serena 9 were univerfally 
admired by the obfequious court ; and Stilicho 
obtained the preference over a crowd of rivals, 
who ambitioufly dilputed the hand of the princefs, 
and the favour of her adoptive father The 
alfurance that the hufband of Serena would be 
faithful to the throne, which he was permitted 
to approach, engaged the Emperor to exalt the 
fortunes, and to employ the abilities, of the fuga- 
cious and intrepid Stilicho. He role through 
the Tucceffive fteps of mailer of the horfe, and 
His mill- count of the domeftics, to the fupreme rank of 
TOMid.° m " matter-general of all the cavalry and infantry of 

19 Claudlan, in an imperfect poem, has drawn a fair, perhaps a flat- 
tering, portrait of Serena. That favourite niece of Theodofius was 
born, as well as her After Tlxermantia, in Spain,- from whence, in 
their earlieft youth, they were honourably conducted to the palace of 
Conftantinople. 

:o Some doubt may be entertained, whether this adoption was legal, 
or only metaphorical (See Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 75.). An old 
infeription gives Stilicho the Angular title of Pro gener Dm Theodojih 

the 
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the Roman, or at leaft of the Weftern, em- chap. 
pire“; and his enemies confeffed, that he in- t XXIXt a 
variably difdained to barter for gold the rewards f 
of merit, or to defraud the foldiers of the pay 
and gratifications, which they deferved, or 
claimed, from the liberality of the Rate 22 . The 
valour and conduct which he afterwards dif- 
played, in the defence of Italy, againft the 
arms of Alaric and Radagaifus, ,may juftify 
the fame of his early atchievements j and in an 
age lefs attentive to the laws of honour, or of 
pride, the Roman generals might yield the pre- 
eminent# 1 of rank, to the afcendant of fupe- 
rior genius a -\ He lamented, and revenged, the 
murder of Promotus, his rival and his friend ; 
and the maffacre of many thousands of the 
flying Bahama} is reprefented by the poet, as 
a bloody facriflce, which the Roman Achilles 
offered to the manes of another Patroclus. The 
virtues and victories of Stilicho deferved the 
hatred of Rufinas: and the arts of calumny 

51 Claudian (Laus Serena;, 190*193.) exprefles, in poetic language, 
the “ tliletftus equorum,” and the “ gemino mox idem cuimine duxit 
“ agmina.” The infcription adds, “ count of the domeftics,” an 
important command, which Stilicho, in the height of his grandeur, 
might prudently retain. 

“ The beautiful lines of Claudian (in i Conf. Stilich. ii. 113.) difplay 
his genius: but the integrity of Stilicho (in the military adminiiira- 
tion) is much more firmly eftabliflied by the unwilling evidence of 
Zofimus (I. v. p. 345.). 

33 Si bellica moles 

Xngrueret, quamvis annis et jure minori, 

Cedere grandasvos equitum peditumqu§ magiftros 
Adfpieeres. — — Claudian, Laus Seren. p. 196, See. 

A modern general would deem their fubmiffion, either heroic patri- 
otifm, or abjedl fervility. 


might 
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ch ap, might have been fuccefsful, if the tender and 
xxix. v jgii an t Serena had not protected her hufband 
J againft his domellic foes, whiift he vanquifhed 
in the field the enemies of the empire 24 . Theo 
dofius continued to fupport an unworthy mi- 
nilter, to whole diligence he delegated the 
government of the palace, and of the Eaft ; 
but when he marched againft the tyrant Euge- 
nius, he afibciated his faithful general to the 
labours and glories of the civil war; and, in 
the lad moments of his life, the dying monarch 
recommended to Stilicho the care of his fbns, 
and of the republic 15 . The ambition and the 
abilities of Stilicho were not unequal to the im- 
portant truft ; and he claimed the guardianlhip 
of the two empires, during the minority of Arca- 
dius and Honorius 16 . The firft meafure of his 
adminiftration, or rather of his reign, dilplayed to 
the nations the vigour and activity of a fpirifc 
worthy to command. He pafied the Alps in 
the depth of winter ; defcended the dream of 


34 Compare the poem on the firft confulihip (i. 95—115.) with the 
Lam Serena (337 — 337, where it unfortunately breaks off). We 
may perceive the deep inveterate malice of Rufinus. 

2i — Quem fratribus ipfe 

Difcedens, clypeumque defenforemque dedifti. 

Yet the nomination (iv Conf. Hon. 433.) was private (iiiConf.Hon, 
S43.) cundtos difcedere . . . jubet; and may therefore be fufpe&ed. 
Zofimus, and Suidas, apply to Stilicho, and Rufinus, the fame equal 
title of Effirpoiroi, guardians, or procurators. 

36 The Roman law diftinguifhes two forts of minority whicli ex- 
pired at the age of fourteen, and of twenty-five. The one was fuojedt 
to the tutor, or guardian, of the perfon ; the other to the curator, or 
truftee, of the eilate (Hein&ccius, Antiquitat.Rom.ad Jurifprudent. per- 
tinent. 1 . i, tit.xxii. xxiii. p.318— 333-). But thefe legal ideas were 
never accurately transferred into the conffitution of an eledtive 
monarchy. 

the 
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the Rhine, from the fortrefs of Bafil to the chap. 
marches of Batavia ; reviewed the ftate of the t „ 
garrifons ; reprefled the enterprifes of the Ger- 
mans ; and, after eftabliihing along the banks a 
firm and honourable peace, returned with incre- 
dible fpeed to the palace of Milan 27 . The per- 
fon and court of Honorius were fubjefifc to the 
mafter-general of the Weft ; and the armies and 
provinces of Europe obeyed, without hefitation, 
a regular authority, which was exercifed in the 
name of their young fovereign. Two rivals only 
remained to difpute their claims, and to provoke 
the vengeance, of Sdlicho. Within the limits of 
Africa, Gil do, the Moor, maintained a proud and 
dangerous independence; and the minifter of 
Conftantinople afie.rted.his equal reign over the 
Emperor, and the empire, of the Eaft. 

The impartiality which Stilicho affedfced, as the The fail 
common guardian of the royal brothers, engaged 
him to regulate the equal divifion of the arms, A. 0.395. 
the jewels, and the magnificent wardrobe and fur- No7,a7 ** 
niture of the deceafed Emperor iS . But the molt 
important object of the inheritance confifted of 
the numerous legions, cohorts, and fquadrons of 
Romans, or Barbarians, whom the event of the 
civil war had united under the ftandard of Theo- 
dofius. The various multitudes of Europe and 

17 See Ckudian(i Conf. Stilich. i. 188—242.); but he muft allow 
more than fifteen days for the journey and return between Milan and 
Leyden. „ 

2 ' ! I Conf. Stilich. ii. 88 — 94. Not only the robes and diadems of 
the deceafed Emperor, but even the helmets, fword-liilts, belts, cuirailes, 
te. were enriched with pearls, emeralds, and diamonds. 

Alia, 
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c ha p. Alia, exafperated by recent animofities, were 

, XXIX, _, overawed by the authority of a tingle man $ and 
the rigid difcipline of Stilicho protected the lands 
of the citizen from the rapine of the licentious 
foldier ' V Anxious, however, and impatient, to 
relieve Italy from the prefence of this formidable 
hoft, which could be ufeful only on the frontiers 
of the empire, he liftened to the juft requilition of 
the minifter of Arcadius, declared his intention 
of re-condudting inperfon the troops of the Eaft; 
and dexteroufly employed the rumour of a Gothic 
tumult, to conceal his private defigns of ambition 
and revenge 30 . The. guilty foul of Eufinus was 
alarmed by the approach of a warrior and a 
rival, whole enmity he deferved ; he computed, 
with increafing terror, the narrow fpace of his 
life and greatnels ; and, as the laft hope of fafety, 
he interpofed the authority of the Emperor Ar- 
cadius. Stilicho , who appears to have directed 
his march along the fea-eoaft of the Hadriatic, 
was not far diftant from the city of Theflalonica, 
when he received a peremptory meftage, to recal 
the troops of the Eaft, and to declare, that his 
nearer approach would be confidered, by the 


Tantoque remoto 

Principe, mutatas orbis non fenfit habenas. 

This high commendation (i Conf. Stil, i. 149.) may be juftificd by 
the fears of the dying Emperor (de Beil, Gildon. 393 — 301.) ; and the 
peace and good order which were enjoyed after his death (i Conf. 
Stil. 1,150— 168,). 

!A Stilicho’s marchj and the death of Rufinus, are defcribed by 
Claudian (in Rnfin. 1 . ii. 101—453.), Zofimus (I. v. p. 396, 397.), 
Sozomen ( 1 . viii. c. x.), Socrates (l.vi. c. 1.), Philoftorgius ( 1 , xi. c. 3, 
with Godefroy, p. 441.), and the Chronicle of Marceilinas. 

. Byzantine 
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Byzantine court, as an aCt of hoftiiity. The ghap, 
prompt and unexpected obedience of the general Z XXXX ', 
of the Weft, convinced the vulgar of his loyalty 
and moderation ; and, as he had already engaged 
the affection of the Eaftern troops, he recom- 
mended to their zeal the execution of his 
bloody defign, which might be accomplifhcd in 
his abfence, with lefs danger perhaps, and with 
lefs reproach. Stilicho left the command of the 
troops of the Eaft to Gainas, the Goth, on whole 
fidelity he firmly relied ; with an affurance, at ' 
leaft, that the hardy Barbarian would never be 
diverted from his purpofe by any eonfidenition of 
fear or remorfe. Thefoldiers were eafilyper- 
fuaded to pimilh the enemy of Stilicho, and of 
Rome ; and inch was the general hatred which 
Rufinus had excited, that the fatal fecret, com- 
municated to thoufands, was faithfully preferved 
during the long march from Thefialoniea to the 
gates of Conftantinople. As foon as they had , 
refolved his death, they condefcended to flatter 
his pride; the ambitious pr&fe6t was feduccd to 
believe that thole powerful auxiliaries, might be 
tempted to place the diadem on his head ; and 
the treasures which he diftributed, with a tardy 
and reluctant hand, were accepted by the indig- 
nant multitude, as an infult, rather than as a gift. 

At the diftance of a mile from the capital, in the 
field of Mars, before the palace of Hebdomon, 
the troops halted : and the Emperor, as well as 
his minifter, advanced, according to ancient cuf- 
tom, refpeCtfully to falute the power which fup- 
ported their throne. As Rufinus palled along' the 

ranks, 
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p. ranks, and difguifed, with ftadied courtefy, iiis 
innate haughtinefs, the wings infenfibly wheeled 
from the right and left, and inclofed the devoted 
vi6tim within the circle of their arms. Before 
he could refle6t on the danger of his halation, 
Gainas gave the lignal of death ; a daring and 
forward loldier plunged his fword into the 
bread; of the guilty praefe6t, and Rufinus fell, 
groaned and expired, at the feet of the af- 
fright ed Emperor. If the agonies of a moment 
could expiate the crimes of a whole life, or if 
the outrages inflicted on a breathlels corpfe 
could be the objedt of pity, our humanity might 
perhaps be affected by the horrid circumftances 
which accompanied the murder of Rufinus. His 
mangled body was abandoned to the brutal fury 
of the populace of either fex, who haftened in 
crowds, from every quarter of the city, to trample 
on the remains of the haughty minifter, at whofe 
frown they had fo lately trembled. His right 
hand was cut off, and carried through the llreets 
of Conflantinople, in cruel mockery, to extort 
contributions for the avaricious tyrant, whofe 
head was publicly expofed, borne aloft on the 
point of a long lance 3 V According to the fa- 
vage maxims of the Greek republics, his inno- 
cent family would have fhared the punifliment 
of his crimes. The wife and daughter of Ru- 
finus were indebted for their fafety to the 
influence of religion. Her fandtuary prote&ed 

31 The diJJeSion of Rufinus } which Claudian performs with the 
favage coolnefs of an anatomift(in Rufin.ii. 405— 415.); is likewife 
fpecified by Zofimus and Jerom (tom. i. p, % 6 >). 


them 
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them from the raging madnefs of the people ; chap. 
and they were permitted to fpend the remainder . ™ x, _, 
of their lives in the exercifes of Chriftian devo- 
tion, in the peaceful retirement of Jerufalem 32 . 

The fervile poet of Stilicho applauds, with fe- Difcordof 
rocious joy, this horrid deed, which, in the exe- empires, 
cution, perhaps, of juftice, violated every law of A.D.396, 
nature and fociety, profaned the majefty of the 
prince, and renewed the dangerous examples of 
military licence. The contemplation of the uni- 
verfal order and harmony had fatisfied Claudian 
of the cxiftence of the Deity ; but the profperous 
impunity of vice appeared to contradict his mo- 
ral attributes ; and the fate of Rufinus was the 
onlyeventwhich could difpel the religious doubts 
of the poet 33 . Such an aCt might vindicate the 
honour of Providence ; hut it did not much con- 
tribute to the happinefs of the people. In lefs 
than three months they were informed of the 
maxims of the new adminiftration, by a Angular 
ediCt, which eftablifhed the exclufive right of the 
treafury over the fpoils of Rufinus ; andlilenced, 
under heavy penalties, the prefumptuous claims 
of the fubjeCts of the Eaftem empire, who had 

31 The Pagan Zofimus mentions their fandtuary and pilgrimage. 

The lifter of Rufinus, Sylvania, who palled her life at Jerufalem, is 
famous in monaftic hiftory. 1. The ftudious virgin had diligently, 
and even repeatedly, perufed the commentators on the bibie, Origen, 

Gregory, Bafil, &c. to the amount of five millions of lines, a. At 
the age of threefcore, Ihe could boaft, that Ihe had never wafhed her 
hands, face, or any part of her whole body, except the tips of her fin- 
gers, to receive the communion. See the Vitae Patrum, p. 779. 977. 

33 See the beautiful exordium of his invedtive againft Rufinus, which 
is curioully difcuffed by the fceptic Bayle, DidUonn&ixe Critique, 

Rotik. Not. £. 
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o h A p. been injured by liis rapacious tyranny 34 ; Even 
xx * x ' , Stilicho did not derive from the murder of his 
rival, the fruit which he had propofed; and 
though he gratified his revenge, his ambition 
was difappoiuted. Under the name of a fa- 
vourite, the weaknefs of Arcadius required a 
mailer, but he naturally preferred the obfe- 
quious arts of the eunuch Eutropius, who had 
obtained his domeftic confidence ; and the Em- 
peror contemplated, with terror and averlion, 
the ftern genius of a foreign warrior. Till they 
were divided by the jealouiy of power, the fword 
of Gainas, and the charms of Eudoxia, fupported 
the favour of* the great chamberlain of the palace: 
the perfidious Goth, who was appointed mailer- 
general of the Eaft, betrayed, without fcruple, 
the inter ell of his benefactor; and the fame 
troops, who had fo lately maifacred the enemy of 
Stilicho, were engaged to iupport, againit him, 
the independence of the throne of Conitanti- 
nople. The favourites of Arcadius fomented a 
fecret and irreconcileable war againft a formid- 
able hero, who afpired to govern, and to defend, 
the two empires of Rome, and the two fons of 
Theodoiius; They mceffantly laboured, by 
dark and treacherous machinations, to deprive 
him of the efteem of the prince, the reipeCl 
of the people, and the friendihip of the Bar- 
barians. The life of Stilicho was repeatedly 
attempted by the dagger of hired afiaflins and 
a decree was obtained, from the fenate of Con- 

34 See the Theodofian Code, 1. ix. tit.xlii. leg. 14,15.: The new 
minifters attempted, with inconfiftent avarice, to feize the fpoils of 
their predeceflbr, and to provide for their own future fecurity. 
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flanfcinople, to declare him an enemy of the re- 
public, and to eonfifeate his ample poffeffions in 
the provinces of the Eafl. At a time when the 
only hope of delaying the ruin of the Roman 
name, depended on the firm union, and recipro- 
cal aid, of all the nations to whom it had been 
gradually communicated, the fubjedls of Area- 
dius and Honorius were inftru6ted, by their re- 
ipe6tive matters, to view each other in a foreign, 
and even hoflile, light j to rejoice in their mutual 
calamities, and to embrace, as their faithful allies, 
the Barbarians, whom they excited to invade the 
territories of their countrymen 35 . The natives 
of Italy affedfced to defpife the fervile and effe- 
minate Greeks of Byzantium, who prefumed to 
imitate the drefs, and to uf imp the dignity, of 
Roman fenators 36 ; and the Greeks had not yet 
forgot the, fentiments of hatred and contempt, 
which their poliflied anceftors had fo long enter- 
tained for the rude inhabitants of the Weft. The 
diftindtion of two governments, which foon pro- 
duced the reparation of two nations, will juftify 
my defign of fufpending the feries df the Byzan- 
tine hillory, to profecute, without interruption. 


35 See Ckudian (i Conf. Stilich. I. i. 375. 393. 396. 1 . ii. 83.), and 
Zofimus, l.v. p.303. 

36 Claudian turns the confulihip of the eunuch. Eutropius into a 
national reflexion ( 1 . ii. 134-)* 

— Plaudentem ceme fenatum 

Et Byzantinos proceres, Graiofque Quirites ; 

O patribus plebes, O digni coniule patres. 

It is curious to ohrerve the firft fymptoins of jealoufy and fchifm, 
between old and new Rome, between the Greeks and Latins. 
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idSst 

c h AT. the difgr aceful, but memorable, reign of Hd« 

■ XXIX> , norius. 

Revolt of 5 The prudent Stilicho, inftead of perfifting to 
Africa m f° rce the Inclinations of a prince, and people, 
a.d. who rejected his government, wifely abandoned 
386—398. Areadius to his unworthy favourites ; and his re- 
lu6lance to involve the two empires in a civil war 
difplayed the moderation of a minifter, who had 
fo often lignalifed his military fpirit and abilities. 
But if Stilicho had any longer endured the revolt 
of Africa, he would have betrayed the fecurity of 
the capital, and the majefty of theWeftem Em- 
peror to the capricious infolence of a Moorifli 
rebel. Gildo 37 , the brother of the tyrant Firmus, 
hadpreferved and obtained, as the reward of his 
apparent fidelity, the immenfe patrimony which 
was forfeited by treafon ; long and meritorious 
fervice, in the armies of Rome, raifed him to the 
dignity of a military count ; the narrow policy of 
the court of Theodolius had adopted the mif- 
chievous expedient, of fupporting a legal go- 
vernment by the in ter eft of a powerful family; 
and the brother of Firmus was invefted with the 
command of Africa. His ambition foon ufurped 
the adminiftration of juftice, and of the finances, 
without account, and without controul ; and he 
maintained, during a reign of twelve years, the 
pofleftion of an office from which it was impoffible 

37 Claudiaii may have exaggerated .the vices of Gildo ; but his 
Moorifli extraction, his notorious actions, and the complaints of 
St. Auguftin, may juftify the poet’s invedtives. Baronius (Annal. Ec« 
def. A.D. 398. $ 6 .) has treated the African rebellion with 

&ill and learning. 


to 
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to remove him, without the danger of a civil chap. 
war. During thofe twelve years, the province i XX IX> f 
of Africa groaned under the dominion; of a ty- 
rant, who ieemed to unite the unfeeling temper 
of a ftranger, with the partial refentments of 
domeftic faction. The forms of law were often 
fuperfeded by the ufe of poifon ; and if the 
trembling guefts, who were invited to the table 
of Gildo, prefumed to exprefs their fears, the 
infolent fufpicion ferved only to excite his fury, 
and he loudly fummoned the minifters of death. 

Gildo alternately indulged the paffions of ava- 
rice and lull 38 ; and if his days were terrible to 
the rich, his nights were not lefs dreadful to 
hufbands and parents. The faireft of their wives 
and daughters were proftituted to the embraces 
of the tyrant ; and afterwards abandoned to a 
ferocious troop of Barbarians and affatfins, the 
black, or fwarthy, natives of the defert $ whom 
Gildo eonfidered as the only guardians of his 
throne. In the civil war between Theodofius 
and Eugenius, the count, or rather the fovereign, 
of Africa, maintained a haughty and fufpicious 
neutrality ; refufed to affilt either of the con- 
tending parties with troops or vefiels, expected 
the declaration of fortune, and referved for the 

33 Inftat terribilis vivis, morientibus haeres, 

Virginibus raptor, thalamis obfcwnus adulter. 

Nulla quies : oritur prseda ceflante libido, 

Divitibufque dies, et nox metueqda maritis. 

• — Mauris clariffima quceque 

Faftidita dattir 

Baronius condemns, ftill more feverely, the licentioufnefs of Gildo ; 
as his wife, his daughter, and his lifter, were examples of perfect chaf- 
tity. The adulteries of the African foldiers are checked by one of the 
Imperial laws. 
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CHAP, conqueror, the vain profeffions of his allegiance* 
xxix. 3 UC | 1 profehions would not have fatisfied the 
' mafter of the Roman world : but the death of 
Theodofius, and the weaknefs and difeord of his 
foils, confirmed the power of the Moor ; who 
condefcended, as a proof of his moderation, to 
abftain from the ufe of the diadem, and to lup- 
ply Rome with the cuftoraary tribute, or rather 
fubfidy, of corn. In every divifion of the empire, 
the five provinces of Africa were invariably af- 
figned to the Weft ; and Gildo had confented 
to govern that extenlive country in the name of 
Honorius j but his knowledge of the charadter 
and defigns of Stiliclio, foon engaged him to 
addrefs his homage to a more diftant and feeble 
lovereign. The minifters of Arcadius embraced 
the caufe of a perfidious rebel ; and the delufive 
hope of adding the numerous cities of Africa to 
the empire of the Eaft, tempted them to aftert 
a claim, which they were incapable of fupport- 
ing, either by reafon or by arms 39 . 

He is con- When Stilicho had given a firm and decifive 
thTiioman an ^ wer to ^ ie pretenfions of the Byzantine court, 
fenate, he folemtily accufed the tyrant of Africa before 
A. D. 397. tribunal, which had formerly judged the kings 

and nations of the earth ; and the image of the 
republic was revived, after a long interval, under 
the reign of Honorius. The Emperor tranfimtted 
an accurate and ample detail of the complaints of 

33 Inque tuara fortem numerofas tranftulit urbes. 

Claudian (de Bell. Gildonico, 250 — 324.) has touched, with political 
delicacy, the intrigues of the Byzantine court, which are likewife men- 
tioned by Zofimus ( 1 . y. p. 302 ). 

3 the 
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the provincials, and the crimes of’ Gildo, to the chap. 
Roman fenate ; and the members of that vene- XXIX> , 
rable affembly were required to pronounce the 
condemnation of the rebel. Their unanimous 
fuffrage declared him the enemy of the republic ; 
and the decree of the fenate added a facred and 
legitimate fandtion to the Roman arms 40 . A 
people, who ftill remembered, that their anceflors 
had been the matters of the world, would have 
applauded, with confcious pride, the reprefen- 
tation of ancient freedom ; if they had not long 
fince been accuftomed to prefer the fblid affur- 
ance of bread, to the unfubftantial vifians of 
liberty and greatnefs. The fubfiftence of Rome 
depended on the harvefts of Africa ; and it was 
evident, that a declaration of war would be the 
%nal of famine. The prmfe6t Symmachus, who 
pretided in the deliberations of the fenate, ad- 
moniihed the minifter of his juft apprehention, 
that as foon as the revengeful Moor tliould pro- 
hibit the exportation of corn, the tranquillity, 
and perhaps the fafety, of the capital, would be 
threatened by the hungry rage of a turbulent 
multitude 4t . The prudence of Stilicho con- 
ceived, and executed, without delay, the molt 
effectual meafure for the relief of the Roman 
people, A large and feafonable fupply of corn, 
collected in the inland provinces of Gaul, was 

' 40 Symmachus ( 1 . iv. epift. 4.) exprcfles the judicial Forms of the 
fenate; and Claudian (i Conf. Stilich, 1 , i. 335, &c.) feems to feel 
the fpirit of a Roman. 

41 Claudian finely difplays thefe complaints of Symmachus, in a 
fpeech of the goddefs of Rome, before the throne of Jupiter (de Bell. 

Gildon. 28— ia8.). 
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c H A P. embarked on the rapid dream of the Rhone, 
L XX * X ‘ * and tranfported, by an eafy navigation, from the 
Rhone to the Tyber. During the whole term 
of the African war, the granaries or Rome were 
continually tilled, her dignity was vindicated 
from the humiliating dependence, and the minds 
of an immenfe people Were quieted by the calm 
confidence of peace and plenty 47 . 

The AM- The caufe of Rome, and the conduct of the 
a'dTqS .African war, were entrufted by Stilicho, to a 
general, active and ardent to avenge his private 
• injuries on the head of the tyrant. The fpirit of 
difcord, which prevailed in the houfe of Nabal, 
had excited a deadly quarrel between two of his 
Tons, Gildo and Mafcezel 43 . The ufurper pur- 
fued, with implacable rage, the life of his younger 
brother, whofe courage and abilities he feared j 
and Mafcezel, opprefied by fuperior power, took 
refuge in the court of Milan : where he foon re- 
ceived the cruel intelligence, that his two inno- 
cent and helplefs children had been murdered by 
their inhuman uncle. The affliction of the father 
was fufpended only by the defire of revenge. The 
vigilant Stilicho already prepared to collect the 
naval and military forces of the Weftern empire 5 
and he had refolved, if the tyrant fliould be able 
to wage an equal and doubtful war, to march 
againft him in perfon. But as Italy required his 


41 See Claudian (in Eutrop. I. i. 401, &c. i Conf. Stil. 1 , i. 306. 
See. ii Conf. Stilich. 91, &c.). 

42 He was of a mature age ; fines he had formerly (A. D, 373.) 
ferved againft his brother Firmus (Ammian. xxix. 5.). Claudian, 
who underftood the court of Milan, dwells on the injuries, rather than 
the merits, of Mafcezel (de Bell. Gild. 389—414.). The Moorilh 
war was not worthy of Honorius, or Stilicho* &c. 

25 prefence. 
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prefence, and as it might be dangerous to weaken chap. ' ||| 

the defence of the frontier, he judged it more , XX * X< f 1 

advifable, that Mafcezel fliould attempt this ar« ! 

duous adventure, at the head of a cliofen body of 
Gallic veterans, who had lately ferved under the is 

ftandard of Eugenius. Thefe troops, who were §| 

exhorted to convince the world that they could 
fubvert, as well as defend, the throne of an 
ufurper, confided of the Jovian , the Her admit 
and the Augiij'tan^ legions ; of the Nervian auxi- 
liaries 5 of the ibldiers, who difplayed in their 
banners the fymbol of a lion, and of the troops 
which were diftinguifhed by the aufpicious names 
of Fortunate , and Invincible. Yet fuch was the 
fmallnefs of their eflablifhments, or the difficulty 
of recruiting, that thefe feven bands 4 % of high 
dignity and reputation in the fervice of Rome, 
amounted to no more than five thoufand effec- 
tive men 45 . The fleet of gal lies and tranfports 
failed in tempeftuous weather from the port of 
Pifa, in Tufcany, and fleered their courfe to the 
little ifland of Capraria ; which had borrowed 
that name from the wild goats, its original inha- 
bitants, whofe place was now occupied by a new 
colony of a ftrange and lavage appearance. 

44 Claudian, Bell. Gild. 41 5 — 42.3. The change of difcipline 
allowed him to ufe indifferently the names of Legio, Cohort, Manipul us* 

See the Notitia Imperii, S. 38. 40. 

45 Orofius (l.vii. c. 36. p. 565.) qualifies this account with an ex- 
preffion of doubt (ut aiunt); and it fcarcely coincides with the 
$uva,/xn; aSpa; of Zofimus ( 1 . v. p. 303.). Yet Claudian, after fome 
declamation about Cadmus’s foldiers, frankly owns, that Stilicho fent 
a fmall army; left the rebel fliould fly, ne timeare times (i Conf. 

Stilich. hi. 314, 8c c.)» 
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c h A P. ce The whole ifland (fays an ingenious traveller of 
t XXIX * 4 ec thofe times) is filled, or rather defiled, by men, 
« who fly from the light. They call themfelves 
« Monks , or folitaries, becaufe they chafe to 
« live alone, without any witneffes of their ac- 
« tions. They fear the gifts of fortune, from 
“ the apprehenfion of lofing them ; and, left 
« they fhould be miferable, they embrace a life 
66 of voluntary wretchednefs. How abfurd is 
« their choice ! how perverfe their underftand- 
“ ing ! to dread the evils, without being able to 
« fupport the bleflings, of the human condition. 
ec Either this melancholy madnefs is the effedfc of 
“ difeafe, or elfe the confcioufnefs of guilt urges 
<e tliefe unhappy men to exercife on their own 
£t bodies the tortures which are inflicted on fugi- 
<e tive flaves by the hand of juftice 4 V* Such 
was the contempt of a profane magiftrate for the 
monks of Capraria, who were revered, by the 
pious Mafcezel, as the chofen fervants of God 47 . 
Some of them wore perfuaded, by his intreaties, 
to embark onboard the fleet $ and it is obferved,to 
the praife of the Roman general, that his days and 
nights were employed in prayer, fading, and the 
occupation of finging pfalms. The devout leader, 

46 Claud. RutiLNumatian. Itlnerar. 1.439— .448. He afterwards 
(5*5 — 5*6.) mentions a religious madman on the Ifle of Gorgona. 
For fuch profane remarks, Rutilius, and his accomplices, are ftyled, 
by his commentator, Barthius, rabiofi canes diaboli. Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom.xii. p. 471.) more calmly obferves, that the un- 
believing poet praifes where he means to cenfure. 

47 Orofius, l.vii. c. 36. p.564. Auguftin commends two of thefe 
favage faints of the Me of Goats (epift. Ixxxi. apud Tillemont. Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. xiii, P.3X7. and Baronins, Annal. Ecclef, A.D. 398. 
N°5x.> 

who. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


169 

who, with fuch a reinforcement, appeared con- c H A P. 
fident of vififcory, avoided the dangerous rocks of t XX * X ‘ f 
Corfiea, coafted along the eaftern tide of Sardinia, 
and fecured his fhips againil the violence of the 
iouth wind, by catling anchor in the fafe and 
capacious harbour of Cagliari, at the diftance of 
one hundred and forty miles from the African 
ihores 43 . 

Gildo was prepared to refill the invafion with Defeat and 
all the forces of Africa. By the liberality of his Gn do ° 
gifts and promifes, he endeavoured to fecure the A.D. 398. 
doubtful allegiance of the Roman foldiers, whilft 
he attracted to his ftandard the diftant tribes of 
Gsetulia and ^Ethiopia. He proudly reviewed an 
army of feventy thouland men, andboafled, with 
the rath prefumption which is the forerunner of 
dilgrace, that his numerous cavalry would tram- 
ple under their horfes feet the troops of Mafcezel, 
and involve, in a cloud of burning fand, the na- 
tives of the cold regions of Gaul and Germany 49 . 

But the Moor, who commanded the legions of 
Honorius, was too well acquainted with the 
manners of his countrymen, to entertain any 
ferious apprehenfion of a naked and diforderly 
hofl of Barbarians ; whofe left arm, inflead of a 
fhield, was prote6led only by a mantle; who were 
totally difarmed as foon as they had darted their 
javelin from their right hand ; and whofe horfes 

** Here the fxrft book of the Gildonic war is terminated. The 
reft of Claudian’s poem has been loft ; and we are ignorant, bow, or 
where, the army made good their landing in Africa. 

1,9 Orofius muft be refponfible for the* account. The prefumption 
of Gildo and his varisus train of Barbarians is celebrated by Claudiaa 

(i Conf. Stil. 1. 1. 345— 3J5*)* ' 
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had never been taught to bear the controul, or 
to obey the guidance, of the bridle. He fixed 
his camp of five thoufand veterans in the face of 
a fup'erior enemy, and, after the delay of three 
days, gave the fignal of a general engagement so . 
As Mafcezel advanced before the front with fair 
oilers of peace and pardon, he encountered one 
of the foremoil ttandard-bearers of the Africans, 
and, on his refufal to yield, ftmck him on the 
arm with his fword. The arm, and the flail dard, 
funk under the weight of the blow ; and the 
imaginary a6t of fubmiffion was haftily repeated 
by all the flandards of the line. At this fignal, 
the difaffedfced cohorts proclaimed the name of 
their lawful fovereign ; the Barbarians, afloniflied 
by the defection of their Roman allies, difperfed, 
according to their cuftom, in tumultuary flight j 
and Mafcezel obtained the honours of an eafy, 
and almoft bloodlefs, vidtory 51 . The tyrant 
efcaped from the field of battle to the fea-fiiore 5 
and threw himfelf into a finall veifel, with the 
hope of reaching in fafety fome friendly port of 
the empire of the Eaft ; but the obftinacy of the 
wind drove him back into the harbour of Ta~ 
hraca 5 % which had acknowledged, with the reft 

s ” St. Ambrofe, who had been dead about a year, revealed, in a 
vifion, the time and place of the victory. Mafcezel afterwards re- 
lated his dream to Paulinus, the original biographer of the faint, from 
whom it might eafily pals to Orofius. 

51 Zofimus (l.v. p.303.). fuppofes an obftinate combat,- but the 
narrative of Orofius appears to conceal a real fail, under the difguife 
of a miracle. 

51 Tabraca lay between the two Hippos (Cellarius, tom. ii. p. ii. 
p.XTz.; D’AnvUle, tom. iii. p. 84.). Orofius has diftindlly named 
the field of battle, but our ignorance cannot define the precife fituation. 

©f 
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Of the province, the dominion of Honorius, and chap. 
the authority of his lieutenant. The inhabitants, xxix. , 
as a proof of their repentance and loyalty, feized 
and confined the perfon of Gildo in a dungeon ; 
and his own defpair faved him from the intole- 
rable torture of fupporting the prefence of an 
injured, and a vidlorious, brother 53 . The captives, 
and the Ipoils, of Africa, were laid at the feet of 
the Emperor ; but Stilicho, whofe moderation 
appeared more conlpicuous, and more fincere in 
the midft of profperity, fbill affedled to confult 
the laws of the republic ; and referred to the 
fenate and people of Rome the judgment of the 
moll illnftrious criminals s4 . Their trial was pub- 
lic and folemn ; but the judges, in the exercife 
of this obfolete and precarious jurifdidtion, were 
impatient to punifii the African magiftrates, who 
had intercepted the fubfiftence of the Roman 
people. The rich and guilty province was 
oppreffed by the Imperial minifters, who had a 
vifible in ter eft to multiply the number of the 
accomplices of Gildo; and if an edidt of Honorius 
feems to check the malicious induftry of in- 
formers, a fubfequent edidt, at the diftance often 
years, continues and renews the profecution of the 

53 The death of Gildo is expreffed by Claudian (i Conf. Stll. 

1,357.), and his belt interpreters, Zoiimus and Orofius. 

54 Claudian (ii Conf. Stilich. 99 — 119.) defcribes their trial (tremuit 
quos Africa nuper, cernunt roftra reos,) and applauds the restoration 
of the ancient conftitution. It is here that he introduces the famous 
fentence, fo familiar to the friends of defpotifin : 

— — Nunquam libertas gratior exftat 
Quam fub rege pio. — - 

But the freedom* which depends on royal piety, fcarcely defends that 
appellation. , . \ 

offences 
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c h a P. offences which had been committed in the time of 
xxix. the general rebellion 55 . The adherents of the 
U *”~ v tyrant who efcaped the fil'd fury of the foldiers, 
and the judges, might derive fome confolation 
from the tragic fate of his brother, who could 
never obtain his pardon for the extraordinary 
fervices which he had performed. After he had 
finjflied an important war in the fpace of a fingle 
winter, Mafcezel was received at the court of 
Milan with loud applaufe, affedted gratitude, 
and fecret jealoufy 56 ; and his death, which, 
perhaps, was the effedfc of accident, has been con-, 
fidered as the crime of Stilicho. In the paffage 
of a bridge, the Moorifh prince, who accom- 
panied the mafter-general of the Wed, was 
fuddenly thrown from his horfe into the river; 
the officious hade of the attendants was redrained 
by a cruel and perfidious fmile, which they ob- 
ferved on the countenance of Stilicho ; and while 
they delayed the neceffary affidance, the unfor- 
tunate Mafcezel was irrecoverably drowned 57 . 
Marriage, The joy of the African triumph was happily 
and cha- corine6ted with the nuptials of the Emperor Ho- 
Honorius, norius, and of his coufin Maria, the daughter of 
A.D.398. Stilicho : and this equal and honourable alliance 
feemed to inved the powerful minider with the 
authority of a parent over a fubmiffive pupil* 

55 See the Theodofian Code, I. ix. tit. xxxix. leg. 3. tit. xl. leg. 19. 

56 Stilicho, who claimed an equal lhare in all the victories of Theo- 
dofius and his fon, particularly aflerts, that Africa was recovered by 
the wifdom of his counfels (fee an infcription produced by Baronius), 

57 I have foftened the narrative of Zofimus, which, in its crude 
Simplicity, is almoft incredible (l.v. p. 303.). Orofius damns the 
victorious general (p. 338.), for violating the right of fan&uaryy 

The 
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The mufe of Glaudian was not filent on this pro- chap. 
pitious day st? : he fung, in various and lively . ™ x - t 
ft rains, the happinefs of the royal pair; and the 
glory of the hero, who confirmed their union, 
and lupported their throne. The ancient fables of 
Greece, which had almoft eeafed to be the objedt 
of religious faith were faved from oblivion by the 
genius of poetry. The pi<!fture of the Cyprian 
grove, the feat of harmony and love ; the tri- 
umphant progrefs of Venus over her native feas, 
and the mild influence which her prefence dif- 
fused in the palace of Milan, exprefs to every age 
the natural fentiments of the heart, in the juft 
and pleafing language of allegorical fi6tion. But 
the amorous impatience, which Claudian attri- 
butes to the young prince 59 , mull excite the 
fmiles of the court ; and his beauteous fpoufe 
(if file deferved the praife of beauty) had not 
much to fear or to hope from the paffions of her 
lover. Honorius was only in the fourteenth year 
of his age; Serena, the mother of his bride, de- 
ferred, by art or perfuafion, the confummation of 


5S Claudian, as the poet laureat, coxnpofed a ferious and elaborate 
epithalamium of 340 lines ; befider. fome gay Fefcenninea, which were 
fung, in a more licentious tone, on the wedding night, 

59 . — — - — Calet obvius ire 

Jam prinfeps, tardumque cupit difcedere folem. 

Nobilis haud aliter fonipes. : , 

(de Nuptiis Honor, et Maria?, 387.) and more freely in the Fefcennines 
(113--136). 

Dices, 0 quaties , hoc mihi dulcius 
Quam flavos decks vincere Sarmatas 


Turn vi&or madido profilias toro 
Nodurni referens vulnera proelii. 

the 
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c H A E the royal nuptials ; Maria died a virgin, after ihe 
xxix. bad been ten years a wife $ and the chaftity of the 
Emperor was fecured by the coldnefs, or, per- 
haps, the debility, of his conftitution eo . His 
fubjects, who attentively ftudied the character of 
their young fovereign, difcovered that Honoring 
was without paflions, and confequently without 
talents 5 and that his feeble and languid difpofi- 
tion was alike incapable of difeharging the duties 
of his rank, or of enjoying the pleafures of his 
age. In his early youth lie made fome progrefs 
in the exercifes of riding and drawing the bow : 
but he foon relinquilhed thefe fatiguing occupa- 
tions, and the amufement of feeding poultry 
became the ferious and daily care of the monarch 
of the Weft 6I , who reftgned the reins of empire to 
the firm and ftdlful hand of his guardian Stilicho. 
The experience of hiftory will countenance the 
fufpicion, that a prince who was born in the 
purple, received a worfe education than the 
meaneft peafimt of his dominions : and that the 
ambitious minifter fuftered him to attain the age 
of manhood, without attempting to excite his 
courage, or to enlighten his underftanding 62 . 
The predeceffors of Honorius were accuftomed 
to animate, by their example, or at leaft by their 

Co See Zofimus, I. v. p. 333. 

61 Procopius de Bell. Gothico, 1 . L c. 3. I have borrowed the 
general practice of Honorius without adopting the fingular, and, 
indeed, improbable tale, which is related by the Greek hiftorian. 

Si The leflons of Theodofius, or rather Claudian (iv Conf. Honor. 
si 4 — 418.) might compofe a fine inftitution for the future prince of a 
great and free nation. It was far above Honorius, and his degenerate 
fubjedts. 

prefence. 
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prefence, the valour of the legions ; and the dates chap. 
of their laws atteft the perpetual activity of their XXIX * 
motions through the provinces of the Roman W J 
world. But the fon of Theodofius palled the 
Humber of his life, a captive in his palace, a 
ftranger in his country, and the patient, almolt 
the indifferent, fpedfcator of the ruin of the Welt- 
ern empire, which was repeatedly attacked, and 
finally fubverted, by the arms of the Barbarians. 

In the eventful hiftory of a reign of twenty- 
eight years, it will feldom be neceffaiy to mention 
the name of the Emperor Honorius. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

Revolt of the Goths . — They plunder Greece . • — 
Two great Invajions of Italy by Alaric and 
Radagaifus . — They are repulfed by Stilicho. 
— The Germans overrun Gaul. — Tffurpation 
of Conjlantine in the Weji. — Dif grace and 
Death of Stilicho. 

CHAP. JF the fubje6ts of Rome could be ignorant of 
xx x. ^ their obligations to the great Theodofius, 
Revolt of they were too foon convinced, how painfully the 
A C D G " thS> auc ^ abilities of their decealed Emperor had 
* j95 ‘ fupported the frail and mouldering edifice of the 
republic. He died in the month of January ; 
and before the end of the winter of the fame year, 
the Gothic nation was in arms *. The Barbarian, 
auxiliaries eredted their independent ftandard ; 
and boldly avowed the hoftile defigns which they 
had long cheriflied in their ferocious minds. 
Their countrymen, who had been condemned, by 
the conditions of the laft treaty, to a life of tran- 
quillity and labour, deferted their farms at the 
firft found of the trumpet ; and eagerly refumed 
the weapons which they had reluctantly laid 
down. The barriers of the Danube were thrown 
open $ the lavage warriors of Scythia ifiiied from 
their forefts ; and the uncommon feverity of the 
winter allowed the poet to remark, <e that they 


1 The revolt of the Goths, and the blockade of Conftantinople, are 
diftindliy mentioned by Claudian (inRufin. l. in 7 — 100.), Zofimus. 
( 1 . v. p. 393.,', and Jornandes (de Rebus Gcticis, c. 39.). 

“ rolled 
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u rolled their ponderous waggons over the broad c H A P. 
ec and icy back of the indignant river V* The xxx * 
unhappy natives of the provinces to the fouth of 
the Danube, fubmitted to the calamities, which, 
in the courfe of twenty years, were aim oil grown 
familiar, to their imagination j and the various 
troops of Barbarians, who gloried in the Gothic 
name, were irregularly fpread from the woody 
ihores of Dalmatia, to the walls of Conftanti- 
nople A The interruption* or at lead the diminu- 
tion, of the fubiidy, which the Goths had received 
from the prudent liberality of Theodofius, was 
the fpecious pretence of their revolt : the. affront 
was embittered by their contempt for the unwar- 
like fons of Theodofius ; and their refentment 
was inflamed by the weaknefs, or treachery, of 
the minifter of Arcadius. The frequent vifits of 
Rufrnus to the camp of the Barbarians, whofe 
arms and apparel he affected to imitate, Were 
confidered as a fufficient evidence of his guilty 
correlpon deuce : and the public enemy, from a 
motive either of gratitude or of policy, was 
attentive, amidft the general devaftation, to fpare 
the private eftates of the unpopular prsfe6fc. The 


.*■ - — — Alii per terga ferocis 

• Danubii folidafca ruunt ; expertaque rernis 
Prangunt ftagna rotis. 

Claudian and Ovid often araufe their fancy by interchanging the me- 
taphors and properties of liquid, water, and /olid ice. Much faife wit 
has been expended in this eafy exercife. 

3 Jerom, tom. i. p. s6. He endeavours to comfort his friend Iielio 
dorus, Bifliop of Altinum, for the lofs of his nephew Nepotian, by a 
curious recapitulation of all the public and private misfortunes of the 
times. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef, tom. xii. p. aoo, Ac. 

vol. v. w Goths, 
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c I-I A p. Goths, inftead of being impelled by the blind and 
, x ^ x ‘ , headflrong paffions of their chiefs, were now 
directed by the bold and artful genius of Alaric. 
That renowned leader was defcended from the 
noble race of theBalti 4 $ which yielded only to the 
roy al dignity of the Amali : he had folicited the 
command of the Roman armies ; and the Imperial 
court provoked him to demonftrate the folly of 
their refufal, and the importance of their lofs. 
Whatever hopes might be entertained of the 
con quell of Conflantinople, the judicious general 
foon abandoned an impradlicable enterprife. In 
the midft of a divided court, and a difcontented 
people, the Emperor Arcadius was terrified by 
the alpedt of the Gothic arms : but the want of 
wifdom and valour was fupplied by the llrength 
■of the city 5 and the fortifications, both of the fea 
and land, might fecurely brave the impotent and 
random darts of the Barbarians. Alaric difdained 
to trample any longer on the proflrate and ruined 
countries of Thrace and Dacia, and he refolved 
to feek a plentiful harvefl of fame and riches in 
a province which had hitherto efcaped the ravages 
of war 5 . 

* Baltba, or bold : origo mirifica, fays Jorn ancles (c. 29.). This 
illuftrious race long continued, to flourilh in France, in the Gothic pro- 
vince of Septimania, or Languedoc; under the corrupted appellation 
of Baux : and a branch of that family afterwards fettled in the king- 
dom of Naples (Grotius in Prolegom. ad Hift, Gothic, p. 53.). The 
lords of Baux, near Arles, and of feventy-nine fubordinate places, 
were independent of the counts of Provence (Longuerue, Defcription 
de la France, tom.i. p. 357.). 

s Zofimus (1; v. p. »93 —*95.) ’is our bell guide for the conqueft 
of Greece : but the hints and allulion of Glaudian are fo many ray# 
of hilioric light. 

The 
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The character of the civil and military officers, chap. 
on whom Rufinus had devolved the government xxx> t 
of Greece, confirmed the public fufpicion, that ah™ 
lie had betrayed the ancien t feat of freedom and marches 
learning to the Gothic invader. The proconful Greece, 
Antiochus was the unworthy fon of a refpe6lable a.d. 396* 
father; and Gerontius, who commanded the 
provincial troops, was much better qualified to 
execute the oppreffi ve orders of a tyrant, than to 
defend, with courage and ability, a country mofl 
remarkably fortified by the hand of nature. Alaric 
had traverfed, without refinance, the- plains of 
Macedonia and Theffaly, as far as the foot of 
Mount Oeta, a fteep and woody range of hills, 
aim oft impervious to his cavalry. They ftretched 
from Eafl to Weft, to the edge of the fea-fhore ; 
and left between the precipice and the Malian 
Gulf, an interval of three hundred feet, which, 
in Tome places, was contracted to a road capable 
of admitting only a Angle carriage 6 . In this 
narrow pafs of Thermopylae, where Leonidas and 
the threehimdredSpartans hadglorioufly devoted 
* their lives, the Goths might have been flopped, 
or deftroved, by a fkilful general ; and perhaps 
the view of that facred fpot might have kindled 
fome fparks of military ardour in the breafts of 
the degenerate Greeks. The troops which had 
been polled to defend the flreights of Thermo- 
pylae, retired, as they were directed, without at- 
tempting to difturb the fecure and rapid paffage 

6 Compare Herodotus (l.vii. c. 176.) and Livy (xxxvi. 15.). The 
narrow entrance of Greece was probably enlarged by each fucceflive 
ravifher. 
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chap, of Alaric 7 ; and the fertile fields of Phocis, and 
xxx * ^ Bseotia, were inftantly covered by a deluge of 
Barbarians j who maflacred the males of an age 
to bear arms, and drove away the beautiful 
females, with the fpoil, and cattle, of the flaming 
villages. The travellers, who vifited Greece 
feveral years afterwards, could eafily difcover the 
deep and bloody traces of the march of the 
Goths ; and Thebes was lefs indebted for her 
prefervation to the ftrength of her feven gates, 
than to the eager hafte of Alaric, who advanced 
to occupy the city of Athens, and the important 
harbour of the Piraeus. The fame impatience 
urged him to prevent the delay and danger of a 
fiege, by the offer of a capitulation ; and as foon 
as the Athenians heard the voice of the Gothic 
herald, they were eafily perfuaded to deliver the 
greatefl part of their wealth, as the ranfom of the 
city of Minerva, and its inhabitants. The treaty 
was ratified by folemn oaths, and obferved with 
mutual fidelity. The Gothic prince, with a fmall 
and feledt train, was admitted within the walls ; 
he indulged himfelf in the refrefhment of the 
bath, accepted a fplendid banquet which was 
provided by the magiftrate, and affedted to fliew 
that he was not ignorant of the manners of ci- 
vilifed nations 8 . Butthe whole territory of Attica, 

from 

7 He paffed, fays Eunapius (in Vit. Philofoph. p. 53. edit. Com- 
melm, 3596), through the freights, r«v vtoam (of Thermopylae) 
x-agnJdhvj wcrjrEg -seosa, xcu wnroscgoTa wsJia rgEj^wv. 

R In obedience to Jerom, and Claudian (in Rufm„ !. «, igi.), 1 have 
mixed ibrne darker colours in the mild reprefentation of Zofimus, 
who wilhed to foften the calamities of Athens. 

Nec 
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from the promontory of Suniutn to the town of CHAP. 
Megara,was blafted by his baleful prefence; and, , t 

if we may ufe the comparifon of a contemporary 
philofopher, Athens itfelf refembled the bleeding 
and empty lkin of a flaughtered victim. The 
diftance between Megara and Corinth could not 
much exceed thirty miles ; but the bad road , an 
expreflive name, which it Hill bears among the 
Greeks, was, or might eafily have been made, 
impaffable for the march of an enemy. The 
thick and gloomy woods of Mount Cithseron 
covered the inland country ; the Scironian rocks 
approached the water’s edge, and hung over the 
narrow and winding path, which was confined 
above fix miles along the fea-fhore •. The pafiage 
of thofe rocks, fo infamous in every age, was ter- 
minated by the ifthmus of Corinth ; and a fmall 
body of firm and intrepid foldiers might have 
luccelsfully defended a temporary intrenchment 
of five or fix miles from the Ionian to the iEgean 
fea. The confidence of the cities of Peloponnefus 
in their natural rampart, had tempted them to 


Nec fera Cecropias traxiflent vincula matres. 

Synefius (Epift. clvi. p. 27a. edit. Petav.) obferves, that Athens, 
whofe fufferings he imputes to the proconlul’s avarice, was at that time 
lefs famous for her fchools of philofophy than for her trade of honey. 

9 _ Vallata man Scironia rapes, 

Et duo continuo connedlens requora muro 
Ifthmos-*— — 

Claudian de Bell. Getico, 188. 

The Scironian rocks are defcribed by Paufanias ( 1 . i. c. 44. p.307. 
edit. Kuhn) and our modern travellers, Wheeler (p. 436.) and 
Chandler (p. 298.). Hadrian made the road pafiable for two carriages. 

N 3 negle<6t 
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CHAP, negledfc the care of their antique walls ; and the 
xxx. avarice of the Roman governors had exhausted 
U ~~ v ~ !0 and betrayed the unhappy province 10 . Corinth, 
Argos, Sparta, yielded without refinance to the 
arms of the Goths ; and the molt fortunate of the 
inhabitants were faved, by death, from beholding 
the flavery of their families, and the conflagra- 
tion of their cities u . The vafes and ftatu.es were 
diftributed among the Barbarians, with more 
regard to the value of the materials, than to the 
elegance of the workmanfliip ; the female cap- 
tives iubmitted to the laws of war j the enjoyment 
of beauty was the reward of valour ; and the 
Greeks could not reafonably complain of an 
ahufe, which was juftified by the example of the 
heroic times 12 . The defendants of that extra- 
ordinary people, who had confidered valour and 
difeipline as the walls of Sparta, no longer re- 
membered the generous reply of their anceftors 
to an invader more formidable than Alaric. “ If 
“ thou art a god, thou wilt not hurt thofe who 
“ have not injured theej if thou art a man, 

,D Claudian (id Rufin. 1. u. 186. and de Bello Getico, 6n, 8cc.) 
vaguely, though forcibly, delineates the fcene of rapine and deftru&ion. 

" Tgj; juaxagss Aay«o» xa» TETjctxts, &c. Thefe generous lines of 
Homer (OdylT. 1 . v. 306.) were tranfcribed by one of the captive 
youths of Corinth : and the tears of Mummius may prove that the 
rude conqueror, though he was ignorant of the value of an original 
pi&ure, poflefled the pureft fource of good tafte, a benevolent heart 
(Plutarch. Sympofiac. l.ix. tom.ii, p. 737. edit. Wechel.). 

12 Homer perpetually defcribes the exemplary patience of thofe 
female captives, who gave their charms, and even their hearts, to the 
murderers of their fathers, brothers, &c. Such a paffion (of Eriphiie 
for Achilles) is touched with admirable delicacy by Racine. 

“ advance : 
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K advance : — and thou wilt find men equal to c HA P. 
e£ thyfelf 13 i” From Thermopylae to Sparta, the t xx ^ m , 
leader of the Goths purfued his victorious march 
without encountering any mortal antagonifts: 
but one of the advocates of expiring Paganifm 
has confidently afierted that the walls of Athens 
were guarded by the goddefs Minerva, with her 
formidable ZEgis, and by the angry phantom of 
Achilles 14 ; and that the conqueror was difmayed 
by the prefence of the hoftile deities of Greece. 

In an age of miracles, it would perhaps be unjuft 
to difpute the claim of the hiftorian Zofimus to 
the common benefit ; yet it cannot be difiembled, 
that the mind of Alaric was ill prepared to re- 
ceive, either in fleeping or waking vifions, the 
impreffions of Greek fuperilition. The fongs of 
Homer, and the fame of Achilles, had probably 
never reached the ear of the illiterate Barbarian ; 
and the Chrjftian faith, which he had devoutly 
embraced, taught him to defpife the imaginary 
deities of Rome and Athens. The invafion of 
the Goths, inftead of vindicating the honour, 
contributed, at leaft accidentally, to extirpate 
the laft remains of Paganifm ; and the myfteries 
of Geres, which had fubfifted eighteen hundred 

13 Plutarch (in Pyrrho, tom.ii. p.471. edit. Brian) gives the 
genuine -anfwer in the Laconic dialed!. Pyrrhus attacked Sparta with 
25,000 foot, 2,000 horfe, and 24 elephants : and the defence of that 
open town is a fine comment on the laws of Lycurgus, even in the 
laft ftage of decay. 

14 Such, perhaps, as Homer (Iliad, xx.164.) has fo nobly painted 
him. 

N 4 
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chap, years, did not furvive the deftru&ion of Eleufis, 
xxx. and the calamities of Greece % 

The laft hope of a people who could no longer 
tacked by depend on their arms, their gods, or their fove” 
a! 1439 7. reign, was placed in. the powerful afliftance of the 
general of the Weft 5 and Stilicho, who had not 
been permited to repulfe, advanced to chaftife, 
the invaders of Greece ' 6 . A numerous fleet was 
equipped in the ports of Italy; and the troops, 
after a fliort and profperous navigation over 
the Ionian fea, were fafeiy difembarked on the 
ifthmus, near the ruins of Corinth. The 
woody and mountainous country of Arcadia, 
the fabulous refidence of Pan and the Dryads, 
became the fcene of a long and doubtful con- 
flict between two generals not unworthy of 
each other. The (kill and perfeverance of the 
Roman at length prevailed; and the Goths, 
after fuftaining a confiderable lofs from difeafe 
and defertion, gradually retreated to the lofty 
mountain of Pholoe, near the foiirces of the 
Peneus, and on the frontiers of Elis ; a facred 
country, which had formerly been exempted from 
the calamities of war tv . The camp of the Bar- 
barians 

15 Eunapius (in Vit. Philofoph. p. 90 — 93.) intimates, that a troop 
of Monks betrayed Greece, and followed the Gothic camp. 

1,1 For Stilicho’s Greek war, compare die honeft narrative of Zofimus 
(l. v. p. 39 5, 296.) with die curious circumftantiai flattery of Claudian 
(iConf. Stilich. 1.17a — 186. ivConf. Hon. 459— 487.). As the 
event was not glorious, it is artfully thrown into the fliade. 

17 The troops who marched through Elis delivered up their arms. 
This fecurity enriched the Eleans, who were lovers of a rural life. Riches 
begat pride ; they difdained their privilege, and they fuffered. Polybius 

advifes 
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barians was immediately befieged : the waters of chap, 
the river 8 were diverted into another channel ; 
and while they laboured under the intolerable 
preffure of third; and hunger, a flrong line of eir- 
cumvallation was formed to prevent their efcape. 

After thefe precautions, Stilieho, too confident of 
victory, retired to enjoy his triumph, in the thea- 
trical games and lafcivious dances of the Greeks; 
his foldiers, deferring their ftandards, fpread 
themfelves over the country of their allies, which 
they dripped of all that had been faved from the 
rapacious hands of the enemy. Alaric appears 
to have feized the favourable moment to execute 
one of thofe hardy enterprises, in which the 
abilities of a general are difplayed with more 
genuine ludre, than in the tumult of a day of 
battle. To extricate himfelf from the prilbn of 
Peloponnefus, it was neceffary that he fhould 
pierce the intrenchments which furrounded his 
camp ; that he fhould perform a difficult and 
dangerous march of thirty miles, as far as the 
Gulf of Corinth; and that he ffiould tranfport 
his troops, his captives, and his fpoil, over an 
arm of the fea, which, in the narrow interval 

advifes them to retire once more within their magic circle. See a 
learned and judicious difcourfe on the Olympic games, which Mr. 

Weft has prefixed to his tranflation of Pindar. 

*’ Claudian (in iv Conf. Hon 480.) alludes to the fadV without 
naming the river ; perhaps the Alpheus (i Conf. Stil. 1 . i, 185.). 

Et Alpheus Geticis auguftus acervis 

Tardior ad Siculos etiamnum pergit amores. 

Yet I fhould prefer the Peneus> a lhallow ftream in a wide and deep 
bed, which runs through Elis, and falls into the fea below Cylenne. 

It had been joined with the Alpheus, tocleanfe the Augean liable (Cel- 
larius, tom. i„ p. 760. Chandler’s Travels, p. 386.). 


between 
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c hap. between Rhium and the oppolite fhore, is at' 
t xxx - ieafl half a mile in breadth I9 . The operations 
Efcapes to of Alaric mult have been fecret, prudent, and 
Epirus. rapid ; fince the Roman general was confounded 
by the intelligence that the Goths, who had 
eluded his efforts, were in full poffeffion of the 
important province of Epirus. This unfortu- 
nate delay allowed Alaric fufficient time fo con- 
clude the treaty, which he fecretly negociated, 
with the minillers of Conftantinople. The ap- 
prehenfion of a civil war compelled Sfcilicho to 
retire, at the haughty mandate of his rivals, from 
the dominions of Arcadius *, and he refpedted, in 
the enemy of Rome, the honourable character of 
the ally and fervant of the Emperor of the Eaft. 
Alaric i* A Grecian philofopher* 0 , who vifited Conftan- 
deC fter d tinople; foon after the death of Theodolius, pub- 
generai of lifhed his liberal opinions concerning the duties 
the Eafiern Q f ^i n g S? and the Hate of the Roman republic. 
A.D^^ Synelius obferves, and deplores, the fatal abufe, 
which the imprudent bounty of the late Emperor 
had introduced into the military fervice. The 
citizens, and fubjedts, had purchafed an exem- 
tion from the indifpenlable duty of defending 
their country ; which was fupported by the arms 
of Barbarian mercenaries. The fugitives of Scy- 

19 Strabo, 1 . via. p. 517. Plin. Hill. Natur. iv. 3. Wheeler 
p. 308. Chandler, p. 475. They meafured, from different points, 
the dillance between the two lands. 

50 Synefius paffed three years (A.D. 397 — 400) at Conftantinople, 
as deputy from Cyrene to the Emperor Arcadius. He prefented him 
with a crown of gold, and pronounced before him the inftru<SMve ora- 
tion de Regno (p. 1 — 32. edit. Petav. Paris 161a.). The philofopher 
was made bilhop of Ptolemais, A. D. 410, and died about 430. See 
Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xii. p.499. 554. 683 — 685. 
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thia were permitted to difgrace the illuftrious chap. 
dignities of the empire ; their ferocious youth, ,_ xxx ’ , 
who difdained the falutary rellraint of laws, were 
more anxious to acquire the riches, than to imi- 
tate the arts, of a people, the object of their 
contempt and hatred ; and the power of the 
Goths was the Hone of Tantalus, perpetually fuf- 
pended over the peace andiafety of the devoted 
Hate. The meafures which Syndius recom- 
mends, are the didates of a bold and generous 
patriot. He exhorts the Emperor to revive the 
courage of his fubjeCfcs, by the example of manly 
virtue; to banifli luxury from the court, and from 
the camp ; to fubftitute, in the place of the Bar- 
barian mercenaries, an army of men, interefled in 
the defence of their laws and of their property ; 
to force, in fuch a moment of public danger, the 
mechanic from his fliop, and the philolbpher from 
his fchool ; to roufe the indolent citizen from his 
dream of pleafure, and to arm, for the protection 
of agriculture, the hands of the laborious huf- 
bandman. At the head of fuch troops, who might 
deferve the name, and would difplay the fpirit, 
of Romans, he animates the fon of Theodofius 
to encounter a race of Barbarians, who were 
deftitute of any real courage ; and never to lay 
down his arms, till he had chafed them far away 
into the folitudes of Scythia; or had reduced 
them to the ftate of ignominious fervitude, which 
the Lacedaemonians formerly impofed on the 
captive Helots **. The court of Arcadius in- 


Synefius de Regno, p. 21—26. 
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c H a p. dulged tlie zeal, applauded the eloquence, and 

, x ^ x * , neglected the advice, of Synefius. Perhaps the 
philosopher, who addreffes the Emperor of the 
Eaft in the language of reafon and virtue, which 
he might have ufed to a Spartan king, had not 
eondefcended to form a practicable fcheme, con- 
fident with the temper, and circumilances, of a 
degenerate age. Perhaps the pride of the mi” 
nifters, whofe bufinefs was feldom interrupted by 
reflection, might rejeCt, as wild and vifionary, 
every propofal, which exceeded the meafure of 
their capacity, and deviated from the forms 
and precedents of office. While the oration of 
Synefius, and the downfal of the Barbarians, 
were the topics of popular converfation, an ediCt 
was publiflied at Conltantinople, which declared 
the promotion of Alaric to the Tank of mailer- 
general of the Eaftern Illyricum. The Roman 
provincials, and the allies, who had refpeCted the 
faith of treaties, were juftly indignant, that the 
ruin of Greece and Epirus ffiould be fo liberally 
rewarded. The Gothic conqueror was received 
as a lawful magistrate, in the cities which he had 
fo lately befieged. The fathers, whofe fons he 
had maflacred, the hulbands, whofe wives he 
had violated, were fubjeCt to his authority : 
and the fuccefs of his rebellion encouraged the 
ambition of every leader of the foreign merce- 
naries. The ufe to which Alaric applied his hew 
command, diftinguiffies the Arm and judicious 
character of his policy. He iffiied his orders 
to the four magazines and manufactures of offen- 
five and defenfive arms, Margus, Ratiaria, Naif- 
1 2 fus. 
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fus, and Theffaloniea, to provide his troops with c h A P, 
an extraordinary fupply of Afield s, helmets, ,_ XXXt 
fwords, and fpears ; the unhappy provincials 
were compelled to forge the inftrumeiits of their 
own deftruCtion j and the Barbarians removed 
the only defeat which had fometimes difappointed 
the efforts of their courage 2a . The birth of Ala-' 
ric, the glory of his paft exploits, and the con- 
fidence in his future defigns, infenfibly united the 
body of the nation under his victorious ftandard; 
and with the unanimous confent of the Barbarian 
chieftains, the mafter-general of Illyricum was 
elevated, according to ancient cuftom,on a fiiield, 
and folemnly proclaimed king of the Vifigoths 23 . and king of 
Armed with this double power, feated on the 
verge of the two empires, he alternately fold his 
deceitful promifes to the courts of Arcadius, and 
Honorius 24 ; till he declared and executed his 
reloliition of invading the dominions of the Well. 

The provinces of Europe which belonged to the 


32 — qui feeders rumpit 

Ditatur : qui fervat, eget : vaftator Achiv* 

Gentis, et Epirum nuper populates inultani 
Praefidet Illyrico : jam, quos obfedit, amicos 
Ingreditur muros j illis refponfa daturus 
Quorum conjugibus potitur, natofque peremit. 

Claudian in Eutrop. 1. ii. as*. Alaric applauds his own policy (de 
Bell. Getic. 533— -543.), which he had made of this Illyrian, 

jurifdidtion. 

aj Jomandes, c. *9. p. 631. The Gothic hiftorian. adds, with un* 
ufual fpirit, Cura fuis deliberans fuafit fuo labore quffirete regna, quarn 
alienis per otium fubjacere. 

34 Difcors odiifque aheeps embus Orbis 

Non fua vis tutata diu, dum foedera fallax 
Ludit, et alteriw perjuria venditat aulse. 

Claudian de Bell. Get 565. 

Eaftern 
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c h A P. Eaftern Emperor, were already exhaufted ; thole 
j Afia were inacceflible ; and the ftrength of 
Conftantinople had relifted his attack. But he 
was tempted by the fame, the beauty, the wealth 
of Italy, which he had twice vifited ; and he fe- 
cretly afpired to plant the Gothic ftandard on the 
walls of Rome, and to enrich his army with the 
accumulated fpoils of three hundred triumphs 2S . 
He invades The fcarcity of fadts 26 , and the uncertainty of 
Ita J>’» dates 27 , oppofe our attempts to defcribe the cir- 
400—403. cumftances of the fir ft invafion of Italy by the 
arms of Alaric. His march, perhaps from Thef- 
falonica, through the warlike and hoftile country 
of Pannonia, as far as the foot of the Julian 
Alps *, his palfage of thofe mountains, which 
were ftrongly guarded by troops and intrench- 
merits ; the liege of Aquileia, and the conqueft 
of the provinces of Iftria and Venetia, appear to 
have employed a conliderable time. Unlefs his 
operations were extremely cautious and flow, the 


5S Alpibus Italise ruptis penetrabis ad Urbenu 
This authentic predi&ion was announced by Alaric, or at leaft by 
Claudian (de Bell. Getico, 547.), feven years before the event. But 
as it was not accomplished within the term which has been rafhly 
fixed, the interpreters efcaped through an ambiguous meaning. 

36 Our beft materials are 970 verfes of Claudian, in the poem on 
the Getic war, and the beginning of that which celebrates the fixth 
confulfhip of Hoflorius. Zofimus is totally filent ; and we are reduced 
to fuch fcraps, or rather crumbs, as we can pick from Orofius and the 
Chronicles. 

27 Notwithftanding the grofs errors of Jornandes, who confounds 
the Italian wars of Alaric (c. 29.), his date of the confulfhip of Sti- 
licho and Aurelian (A. D. 400.) is firm and refpedtable. It is certain 
from Claudian (Tillemont, Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p.804.), that the 
battle of Pollentia was fought A. D. 493 ; but we cannot eafily fill 
the interval. 
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length of the interval would fugged a probable c H A E 
fufpicion, that the Gothic king retreated towards , X3 ^ X, _ J 
the hanks of the Danube; and reinforced his 
army with frefli fwarms of Barbarians, before he 
again attempted to penetrate into the heart of 
Italy. Since the public and important events 
efcape the diligence of the hiftorian, he may 
am ufe himfelf with contemplating, for a moment, 
the influence of the arms of Alaric on the fortunes 
of two obfcure individuals, a prefbyter of Aqui- 
leia, and an huflbandman of Verona. The learned 
Rufinus, who was fummoned by his enemies to 
appear before a Roman fynod “ 8 , wifely preferred 
the dangers of a befleged city ; and the Barba- 
rians, who furioufly Ihook the walls of Aquileia, 
might hive him from the cruel fentence of another 
heretic, who, at the requeft of the fame bifliops, 
was feverely whipped, and condemned to per- 
petual exile on a defert ifland 29 . The old man 3 % 
who had puffed his Ample and innocent life in the 
neighbourhood of Verona, was a ftranger to the 

a ' ! Tantum Roman* Urbis judiciurh fugls, ut magis obfidionem bar- 
barkam, quam facata; urbis judicium velis fuftinere. Jerom. tom. ii. 
p. 239. Rufinus underftood his own danger ; the peaceful city was 
inflamed by the beldam Marcella, and the reft of Jerom’s fadtion. 

Jovinian, the enemy of fafts and of celibacy, who was perfecuted 
and infulted by the furious Jerom (Jortin’s Remarks, vol. iv. p. 104, 

&c.). See the original edidl of banilhment in the Theodofian Code, 

. 1. xvi. tit. v. leg. 43. 

30 This epigram (de Sene Veronenfi qui fuburbium nufquam egreflus 
eft) is one of the earlieft and moft pleafing compofitions of Claudian. 

Cowley’s imitation (tlurd’s edition, vol. ii-. p. 341.) has fome natural 
and happy ftrokes : but it is much inferior to the original portrait, 
which is evidently drawn from the Ufe. 
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quarrels both of kings and of bifhops ; his plea- 
fures, his defires, his knowledge, were confined 
within the little circle of his paternal farm ; and a 
ftaff fupported his aged Heps, on the fame ground 
where he had fported in his infancy. Yet even 
this humble and ruftic felicity (which Claudian 
defcribes with fo much truth and feeling) was 
ftill expofed to the un difling uifiiing rage of war. 
His trees, his old contemporary trees 31 , mull 
blaze in the conflagration of the whole country ; 
a detachment of Gothic cavalry might fweep 
away his cottage and his family ; and the power of 
Alarm could deltroy this happinefs, which he was 
not able either to tafte, or to beftow. £< Fame,” 
fays the poet, “ encircling with terror or gloomy 
a wings, proclaimed the march of the Barbarian 
army, and filled Italy with confternation 
the apprehenfions of each individual were in- 
creafed in juft proportion to the meafure of his 
fortune : and the 1110ft timid, who bad already 
embarked their valuable effects, meditated their 
efcape to the ifland of Sicily, or the African coalt. 
The public di ft refs was aggravatedbythefearsand 
reproaches offuperftition 33 . Every hourproduced 

n Ingentem meminit parvo qui germine quercum 
JSEqusevumque videt confenuifle nemus. 

A neigbouring wood born with himfelf he fees. 

And loves his old contemporary trees, 
in this paflage Cowley is perhaps fuperior to his original ; and the 
Englilh poet, who was a good botanift, has concealed the oakst under 
a more general expreffion. 

■ Claudian de Bell. Get. 192—266. He may feem prolix ; but 
fear and J'uperftition occupied as large a Ijpace in the minds of the 
Italians. 

fome 
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feme horrid tale of itrange and portentous acci- c h A p. 
dents : the Pagans deplored the negledt of omens, _ xxx - f 
and the interruption of facrifices ; but the Chrif- 
tians (till derived fome comfort from the powerful 
interceffion of the faints and martyrs 33 » 

The Emperor Honorius was diliinguiflied, H° n °™ 3 
above his fubje6ls, by the pre-eminence of fear, 
as well as of rank. The pride and luxury in which A.D. 403. 
he was educated, had not allowed him to fufpedt, 
that there exifted on the earth any power pre- 
fumptuous enough to invade the repofe of the 
fucceflor of Auguftus. The arts of flattery con- 
cealed the impending danger, till Alaric ap- 
proached the palace of Milan. But when the 
found of war had awakened the young Emperor, 
in dead of dying to arms with the fpirit, or even 
the rafhnefs, of his age, he eagerly .listened to 
thole timid counfellors, who propofed to convey 
his facred perfon, and his faithful attendants, to 
fome fecure and diftant llation in the provinces 
of Gaul. Stilicho alone i4 had courage and au- 
thority to refill this dilgraceful meafure, which 
would have abandoned Rome and Italy to the 
Barbarians 5 but as the troops of the palace had 
been lately detached to the Rhaetian frontier, 
and as the refource of new levies was flow and 


33 From the paflages of Paulinus, which Baronius has produced 
(Anna! Ecclef. A. D. 403. N 51.), it is manifeft, that the general 
alarm had pervaded all Italy, as far as Nola in Campania, where that 
famous penitent had fixed his abode. 

33 Solus erat Stilicho, &c. is the exclufive commendation which 
Claudian bellows (de Bell. Get. 367.), without condefcending to ex- 
cept the Emperor. How infignijficant muft Honorius have appeared 
in his own court ! 
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chap, precarious, the general of the Weft could only 
xxx. p rom jf 2 s that, if the court of Milan would main- 
tain their ground during his abfence, he would 
foon return with an army equal to the encounter 
of the Gothic king. Without loiing a moment 
(while each moment was fo important to the 
public fafefcy), Stilicho haftily embarked on the 
Larian lake, afcended the mountains of ice and 
fnow, amidft the feverity of an Alpine winter, and 
fuddenly reprefled, by his unexpe6ted prefence, 
the enemy, who had difturbed the tranquillity of 
Rhastia 3S . The Barbarians, perhaps fome tribes 
of the Alemanni, refpe&ed the ftrmnefs of a chief, 
who Hill aflumed the language of command ; 
and the choice which he condefcended to make, 

J ■ 

of a feled number of their braveft youth, was 
eonfidered as a mark of his efteem and 9 favour. 
The cohorts, who were delivered from the neigh- 
bouring foe, diligently repaired to the Imperial 
ftandard ; and Stilicho ifiiied his orders to the 
moft remote troops of the Weft, to advance, by 
rapid marches, to the defence of Honorius and 
of Italy. The fortrefifes of the Rhine were aban- 
doned 5 and the fafety of Gaul was protected 
only by the faith of the Germans, and the an- 
cient terror of the Roman name. Even the le- 
gion, which had been Rationed to guard the wall 
of Britain again!! the Caledonians of’ the North, 
was haftily recalled 36 ; and a numerous body 

of 

}S Tflie face of the country, and the hardioefs of Stilicho, are finely 
deftribed (do Bell. Get. 340 — 363.). . 

}6 Venit et extremis Iegio pnctenta Britannis 
Qu« Scoto dat Irena truci. 

De Bell. Get. 4x6. 

Yet 
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of the cavalry of the Alani was perfoaded to e If, A p, 
engage in the fervice of the Emperor, who , xxx> , 
anxioufly expe6ted the return of his general. The 
prudence and vigour of Stilichowere confpicuous 
on this oecafion, which revealed at the fame time, 
the weaknefs of the falling empire. The legions 
of Rome, which had long lince languifhed in the 
gradual decay of difcipline and courage, were ex- 
terminated by th e Gothic and civil wars ; and it 
was found impoffible, without exhaufting and 
expoling the provinces* to aflemble an army 
for the defence of Italy. 

When Stilicho feemed to abandon his fove- He is pur- 
reign in the unguarded palace of Milan, he had ■ 

probably calculated the term of his abfence, the the Goths, 
diftance of the enemy, and the obftacles that 
might retard their march. He principally de- 
pended on the rivers of Italy, the Adige, the 
Mincius, the Oglio, and the Addua j which, ip 
the winter or fpring, by the fall of rains, or by 
the melting of the lnows, are commonly i welled 
into broad and impetuous torrents 37 . But the 
feafon happened to be remarkably dry j and the 


Yet the mo ft rapid march from Edinburgh, or Newcaftle, to Milan, 
muft have required a longer fpace of time than Claudian feems willing 
to allow for the duration of the Gothic war. 

37 Every traveller mqft recoiled the face of Lombardy (fee Pon- 
tenelle, tom.v. p. *79.), which is often tonpented by the capricious 
and irregular abundance of waters. The Auftrians, before Genoa, were 
encamped in the dry hesd of the Polpev^ra. « Ne fwebbe” (fays 
Muratori) « mai paftato per mente a que buoni Alemanni, che quel 
« picciolo torrente pqtefle, per cofi (fee ip un inftante cangiarfi in’ ufi 
terribil gigante.” (Annah d’ltalia, tom. m> {!• 443- Milan, 1755, 
8yo» edit.). 
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c H A P. Goths could traverfe, without impediment, the 
, XXX, t wide and ftony beds, whofe centre was faintly 
marked by the courfe of a fhallow ftream. The 
bridge and paffage of the Addua were fecured by 
a ftrong detachment of the Gothic army 5 and as 
Alaric approached the walls, or rather the fub- 
urbs, of Milan, he enjoyed the proud fatisfadtion 
of feeing the Emperor of the Romans fly before 
him. Honorius, accompanied by a feeble train 
of flatefmen and eunuchs, haftily retreated to- 
wards the Alps, with a defign of fecuring his 
perfon in the city of Arles, which had often been 
the ro^al refidence of his predeceflbrs. But Ho- 
norius 38 had fcarcely paffed the Po, before he 
was overtaken by the fpeed of the Gothic ca- 
valry 39 $ fince the urgency of the danger com- 
pelled him to feek a temporary flielter within the 
fortification of Afta, a town of Liguria or Pie- 
mont, fituate on the banks of the Tanarus 40 . 
The fiege of an obfcure place, which contained 
fo rich a prize, and feemed incapable of a long 
refiflance, was inftantlyformed, and indefatigably 
prefied, by the King of the Goths ; and the bold 
declaration, which the Emperor might afterwards 

■ 3 ® Claudian does not clearly anfwer our queftion. Where was Ho- 
norius himfelf ? Yet the flight is marked by the puriuit ; and my 
idea of the Gothic war is juftified by the Italian critics, Sigonius 
(tom. i. P. ii. p* 369. de Imp. Occident. 1 .x.) and Muratori(Annali 
d’ltalia, tom. iv. p. 45.). 

” One of the roads may be traced in the Itineraries (p. 98. 288. 
294. with Wefleling’s Notes.). Afta lay fome miles on the right 
hand. 

40 Afta, or Afti, a Roman colony, is now the capital of a pleafant 
county, which, in the lixteenth century, devolved to the Dukes of 
Savoy (Leandro Alberti Defcrizzione d’ltalia, p. 382.). 
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make, that his bread had never been fufceptible c H A P. 
of fear, did not probably obtain much credit, even , 

in his own court 4I . In the lad, and almod hope- 
lefs extremity, after the Barbarians had already 
propofed the indignity of a capitulation, the Im- 
perial captive was fuddenly relieved by the fame, 
the approach, and at length the prefence of the 
hero, whom he had fo long expedted. At the 
head of a ehofen and intrepid vanguard, Stilieho 
fwam the dream of the Addua, to gain the time 
which he mud have lod in the attack of the 
bridge ; the padage of the Po was an enterprife 
of much lefs hazard and difficulty ; and the fuc- 
celsful a6tion, in which he cut his way through 
the Gothic camp under the walls of Ada, re- 
vived the hopes, and vindicated the honour, of 
Rome. Indead of gralping the fruit of his vic- 
tory, the Barbarian was gradually inveded, on 
every fide, by the troops of the Wed, who fuc- 
ceffively iflued through all the pafles of the Alps ; 
his quarters were draightened ; his convoys were 
intercepted ; and the vigilance of the Romans 
prepared to form a chain of fortifications, and to 
befiege the lines of the befiegers. A military 
council was afifembled of the long-haired chiefs 
of the Gothic nation 5 of aged warriors, whofe 
bodies were wrapped in furs, and whofe dern 
countenances were marked with honourable 
wounds. They weighed the glory of perfiding 

41 Nec me timer impuiit ullus. He might hold this proud language 
the next year at Rome, five hundred miles from the feene of (huger 
(vi Conf. Hon. 449.). 

03 in 
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e h A p. in their attempt again!! the advantage offecuring 
, X3 ^‘ , their plunder ; and they recommended the pru- 
dent meafure of a feafonable retreat. In this im- 
portant debate, Alaric difplayed the fpirit of the 
conqueror of Rome j and after he had reminded 
his countrymen of their atchievements and of 
their deligns, he concluded his animating fpeech, 
by the folemn and pofitive alfurance, that lie was 
refolved to find in Italy, either a kingdom, or a 
grave 42 , 

Battle of The loofe difcipline of the Barbarians always 
* ^ oI p ntta o ’ expofed them to the danger of a furprife ; but, 
Marcix 4 ^ inftead of chuling the diliolute hours of riot and 
intemperance, Stilicho refolved to attack the 
Chrijiian Goths, whillt they were devoutly 
employed in celebrating the feftival of Ealter 4 \ 
The execution of the liratagem, or, as it was 
termed by the clergy, of the facrilege, was en- 
trufled to Saul, a Barbarian and a Pagan, who 
had feryed, however, with diltinguilhed reputa- 
tion among the veteran generals of Theodofiiis. 
The camp of the Goths, which Alaric had pitched 

e Hanc ego vel vi&or regno, vel morte tcnebo 
Vidius, humuxn 

The fpeeches (de Bell. Get. 479 — 549-) of the Gothic Neftor, and 
Aehilles, are ftrong, chara&eriftic, adapted to the circumltances j 
and poffibly not lefs genuine than thofe of Livy, 

43 Orofms (1. vii. c. 37.) is ihocked at the impiety of the Roman®, 
who attacked, on Eafter Sunday, fuch pious Chriftians. Yet, at the 
fame time, public prayers were offered at the fhrine of St. Thomas of 
Edefla, for the deftrudlion of the Arian robber. See Tillemont (Hift. 
des Empi tom. v. p.52.9.), who quotes an homily* which has been 
srroneoully afcribed to St. Chryfoflom. 
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in the neighbourhood of Pollen tia 44 , was thrown c h a p. 
into confufion by the hidden and impetuous 
charge of the Imperial cavalry ; but, in a few ' r 
moments, the undaunted genius of their leader 
gave them an order, and a field of battle ; and 
as i'oon as they had recovered from their aftonifh- 
ment, the pious confidence, that the God of the 
Chriftians would affert their caufe, added new 
ftrength to their native valour. In this engage- 
ment, which was long maintained with equal 
courage and fuccefs, the chief of the Alani, whofe 
diminutive and favage form concealed a magna- 
nimous foul, approved liis fufpe£ted loyalty, by 
the zeal with which he fought, and fell, in the 
fervice of the republic ; and the fame of this gal- 
lant Barbarian has been imperfedtly preferved in 
the verfes of Claudian, fince the poet, who cele- 
brates his virtue, has omitted the mention of 
his name. His death was followed by the flight 
and difmay of the fquadrons which he command- 
ed ; and the defeat of the wing of cavalry might 
have decided the victory of Alaric, if Stilicho had 
not immediately led the Roman and Barbarian 
infantry to the attack. The fkill of the general , 
and the bravery of the foldiers, furmounted every 
obit a cl e. In the evening of the bloody day, the 
Goths retreated from the field of battle; the 
intrenchments of their camp were forced, and the 
fcene of rapine and daughter made fome atone- 

44 The veftiges of PoIIentia. are twenty-five miles to the fouth-eafl 
of Turin. Urbs, in the fame neighbourhood, was a. royal chace of 
the kings of Lombardy, and a finall river, which excufed the predic- 
tion, “ penetrabis ad urbem.” (Cluver. Xtal. A ttiq. tom. 1. 
p. 83—85.). 
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c H A p. ment for the calamities which they had inflicted 
xxx* on the fubje6ts of the empire 4S . The magnificent 
fpoils'of Corinth and Argos enriched the veterans 
of the Weft *; the captive wife of Alarie, who had 
impatiently claimed his promife of Roman jewels 
and Patrician handmaids 45 , was reduced to 
implore the mercy of the infulting foe; and 
many thoufand prifoners, releafed from the Go- 
thic chains, difperfed through the provinces of 
Italy the praifes of their heroic deliverer. The 
triumph of Stilicho 47 was compared by the poet, 
and perhaps by the public, to that of Marius ; 
who, in the fame part of Italy, had encountered 
and' deftroyed another army of Northern Barba- 
rians. The huge bones, and the empty helmets, 
of the Cimbri and of the Goths, would ealily be 
confounded by fucceeding generations ; and pos- 
terity might eredf a common trophy to the me- 
mory of the two moil illuftrious generals, who 
had vanquished, on the fame memorable ground, 
the two mofl formidable enemies of Rome 4? . 

The 

4 ’ Orofius withes, in doubtful words, to infinuate the defeat of the 
Romans. ** Pugnantes vicimus, vidtores vidti fumus.” Profper 
(in Chron.) makes it an equal and bloody battle; but the Gothic 
writers, Cuffiodorius (in Chron.) and Jornandes (deReb. Get. c. 39.) 
claim a decifive vidlory. 

46 Demens Aufonidum gemmata moiiilia matrum, 

Romanafque alta famulas cervice petebat. 

De Bell. Get. 637. 

47 Claudian (de Bell. Get. 580 — 647-) and Prudentius (in Sym- 
jnach. 1 . ii. 694 — 719. celebrate, without ambiguity, the Roman 
victory of Pollentia. They are poetical and party writers ; yet l’ome 
credit is due to the moft fufpicious witnefles, who are checked by the 
recent notoriety of fadis. 

** Claudian’s peroration is ftrong and elegant ; but the identity of the 
Cimbric and Gothic fields, muft be underflood (like Virgil’s Philippi, 

Georgic i. 
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The eloquence of Claudian 49 has celebrated, c h a p. 
with lavifh applaufe, the vi6tory of Pollentia, one , , 

of the moll glorious days in the life of his patron ; Boidnefs 
but his relevant and partial mufe bellows more and retreat 
genuine praife on the character of the Gothic 
king. His name is indeed branded with the 
reproachful epithets of pirate and robber, to which 
the conquerors of every age are fo juftly entitled ; 
but the poet of Stilicho is compelled to acknow- 
ledgejthat Alaric poffeffed the invincible temper 
of mind, which rifes fuperior to every misfortune, 
and derives new refources from adverfity. After 
the total defeat of his infantry, he efcaped, or 
rather withdrew, from the field of battle, with the 
greatell part of his cavalry entire and unbroken. 

Without wafting a moment to lament the irre- 
parable lofs of fo many brave companions, he left 
his vidtorious enemy to bind in chains the captive 
images of a Gothic king 50 $ and boldly refolved 
to break through the unguarded paffes of the 
Apennine, to fpread defolation over the fruitful 
face of Tufcany, and to conquer or die before the 
gates of Rome. The capital was faved by the ' 

Georgic i. 490.) according to the loofe geography of a poet. Vercellss 
and Pollentia are fixty miles from each other ; and the latitude is ftill 
greater, if the Cimbri were defeated in the wide and barren plain of 
Verona (Maffei, Verona Illuftrata, P. i. p. 54 — 6a.). 

49 Claudian and Prudentius muft be ftrhftly examined, to reduce tlie 
figures, and extort the hiftoric fenfe of thofe poets. 

50 Et gravant en airain fes freles avantages 
De mes etats conquis enehainer Ies images. 

The practice of expofmg in triumph the images of kings and provinces 
was familiar to the Romans. The bull of Mithridates himfelf was 
1 a feet high of mafly gold (Freinlhatn, Supplement Livian. ciii.47.). 

active 
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chap, active and inceffant diligence of Stilicho : but lie 

t x ^ x * , refpeCted the defpair of his enemy ; and, inltead 
of committing the fate of the republic to the 
chance of another battle, he propofed to purchafe 
the abfence of the Barbarians. The fpirit of 
Alaric would have rejected fuch terms, the per- 
million of a retreat, and the offer of a penfion, 
with contempt and indignation; but he exercifed 
a limited and precarious authority over the inde- 
pendent chieftains, who had raifed him for their 
fervice, above the rank of his equals ; they were 
Hill lefs difpofed to follow an unfuccefsful gene- 
ral, and many of them were tempted to confult 
their intereft by a private negociation with the 
minifter of Honorius. The king fubmitted to 
the voice of his people, ratified the treaty with 
the empire of the Weft, and repaffed the Po, 
with the remains of the fiourilhing army which 
he had led into Italy. A confiderable part of the 
Roman forces ftill continued to attend his mo- 
tions ; and Stilicho, who maintained a fecret cor- 
relpondence with fome of the Barbarian chiefs, 
was punctually apprifed of the defigns that were 
formed in the camp and council of Alaric. The 
King of the Goths, ambitious to fignalize his 
retreat by fome fplendid atchievement, had 
refolved to occupy the important city of Verona, 
which commands the principal paffage of the 
Rhaetian Alps ; and, directing his inarch through 
the territories of thofe German tribes, whofe 
alliance would reftore his exhaufted ftrength, to 
invade, on the fide of the Rhine, the wealthy and 
, unfnfpeCting 
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unfufpe&ing provinces of Gaul. Ignorant of the c 
treafon, which had already betrayed his bold and 
judicious enterprife, he advanced towards the 
palfes of the mountains* already poffeffed by the 
Imperial troops ; where he was expofed, almoft 
at the fame inftant, to a general attack in the 
front* on his flanks, and in the rear. In this 
boody action, at a fmall diftance from the walls 
of Verona, the lofs of the Goths was not lels 
heavy than that which they had fuflained in the 
defeat of Pollentia; and their valiant king, who 
efcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe, mull either 
have been flam or made prifoner, if the hafly 
rafhnefs of the Alani had not difappointed the 
meafures of the Roman general. Alaric fecured 
the remains of his army on the adjacent rocks ; 
and prepared himfelf, with undaunted refolution, 
to maintain a fiege againfl the fuperior numbers 
of the enemy, who invefted him on all ikies. 

But he could not oppofe the deftm&ive progrefs 
of hunger and difeafe ; nor was it poffible for him 
to check the continual defertion of his impatient 
and capricious Barbarians. In this extremity he 
ftill found refources in his own courage, or in 
the numeration of his adverfary ; and the retreat 
of the Gothic king was confidered as the deliver- 
ance of Italy st . Yet the people, and even the 
clergy, incapable of forming any rational judg- 
ment of the bufinefs of peace and war, prefumed 
to arraign the policy of Stilicho, who fo often 
vanquifhed, fo often furrounded, and fo often 

" The Getxc war and the fixth confulfhip of Honorius oblcnrely 
conned, the events of Alaric’s retreat and Ioffes. 
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chap, dif miffed the implacable enemy of the republic, 
,_ xxx ‘ The firfb moment of the public fafety is devoted 
to gratitude and joy ; but the fecond is diligently 
occupied by envy and calumny 5 *. 

The tri- The citizens of Rome had been aftonifhed by 
Honorkfs ^ le approach of Alaricj and the diligence with 
at Rome,’ which they laboured to reftore the walls of the 
A.D.404. capital, confeffed their own fears, and the de- 
cline of the empire. After the retreat of the 
Barbarians, Honorius was dire6ted to accept the 
dutiful invitation of the fenate, and to celebrate, 
in the Imperial city, the aufpicious aera of the 
Gothic vi&ory, and of his fixth confullhip 
The fuburbs and the ftreets, from the Milvian 
bridge to the Palatine mount, were filled by tlie 
Roman people, who, in the fpace of an hundred 
years, had only thrice been honoured with the 
prefence of their fovereigns. While their eyes 
were fixed on the chariot where Stilicho was 
defervedly feated by the fide of his royal pupil, 
they applauded the pomp of a triumph, which was 
not ftained, like that of Conftantine, or of Theo- 
dofius, with civil blood. The procefiion paffed 
under a lofty arch, which had been purpofely 
eredled : but in lefs than feven years, the. Gothic 
conquerors of Rome might read, if they were 
able to read, the fuperb infcription of that 
monument, which attefted the total defeat and 

52 Taceo de Alarico . . . fape vi&o, fiepe conclufo, femperque 

dimiflo. Orofius, 1 . vii. c. 37. p. 567. Claudian (\>i Conf. Hon. 
3»o.) drops the curtain with a fine image. 

53 The remainder of Claudian’s poem on the fixth confulfhip of Hono- 
rius, defcribes the journey, the triumph, and the games (330— 660.). 

deftru^tiou 
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tjcftrudkion of their nation 5 ^. The Emperor refi tied c H A P. 
feveral months in the capital, and every part of y ‘ , 
his behaviour was regulated with care to conciliate 
the affection of the clergy, the fenate, and the 
people of Rome, The clergy was edified by his 
frequent vifits, and liberal gifts, to the lhrines of 
the apoftles. The fenate, who, in the triumphal 
proceflion, had been excufed from the humili- 
ating ceremony of preceding on foot the Imperial 
chariot, was treated with the decent reverence 
which Stilicho always affected for that affembly. 

The people was repeatedly gratified by the atten- 
tion and courtefy of Honorius in the public 
games, which were celebrated on that occafion 
with a magnificence not unworthy of the fpedtator. 

As foon as the appointed number of chariot-races 
was concluded, the decoration of the Circus 
was fuddenly changed; the hunting of wild bealts 
afforded a various and fplendid entertainment ; 
and the chace was fucceeded by a military dance, 
which feems, in the lively defcription of Claudian, 
to prefent the image of a modern tournament. 

In thefe games of Honorius, the inhuman com- The gia- 
batsof gladiators 55 polluted, for the laft time, the 
amphitheatre of Rome. The firft Chriftian 
emperor may claim the honour of the firft edi6t, 
which condemned the art and amufement of fired- 

54 See the infcription in Mafcow’s Hiftory of the Ancient Germans, 
viii. 1 a. The words are pofitive and indifcreet, Getarum nationem in 
«mne aevum domitam, &c. 

55 On *he curious, though horrid, fubjeA of the gladiators, confnit 
the two books of the Saturnalia of Lipfius, who, as an antiquarian , is 
inclined to excuie the practice of antiquity (tom. iii. p. 485 —545 •)• 

ding 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 




206 

chap, ding human blood 56 ; but this benevolent law 
xxx * exprelFed the willies of the prince, without reform- 
ing an inveterate abufe, which degraded a civilifed 
nation below tbe condition of favage cannibals. 
Several hundred, perhaps feveral thoufand, vic- 
tims, were annually flaughtered in the great 
cities of the empire; and the month of December, 
more peculiarly devoted to tlie combats of gla- 
diators, Hill exhibited to the eyes of the Roman 
people grateful Ipedtacle of blood and cruelty. 
Amidlt the general joy of the victory of Pollentia, 
a Chriftian poet exhorted the Emperor to extir- 
pate, by his authority, the horrid cultom which 
had fo long refilled the voice of humanity and 
religion 17 . The pathetic r'eprefentations of Pru- 
dentius were lefs effectual than the generous 
boldnefs of Telemachus, an Afiatic monk, whofe 
death was more ufeful to mankind than his life S V 
The Romans were provoked by the interruption 
of their pleafures; and the ralli monk who had 
defcended into the arena’, to feparate the gla- 
diators, was overwhelmed under a fhower of 
Rones. But the madnefs of the people foon 
fnbfided ; they refpe&ed the memory of Tele- 


56 Cod. Theodof. 1 . xv. tit. xii, leg. i. The Commentary of Gode- 
£roy affords large materials , (tom. v. p. 396.) for the hiftory of 
gladiators. 

57 See the peroration of Prudentius (in Symmach. 1 . ii. uai — 
1131.), who had doubtlefs read the eloquent invedtive of Ladtantius 
(Divin. Inftitut. I. vi. c. 20.). The Chriftian apologifts have not 
fpared thefe bloody games, which were introduced in the religious 
feftivals of Paganifm. 

58 Theodoret, 1 . v. e. 26. I with to believe the ftory of St. Tele- 
machus. Yet no church has been dedicated, no altar has been eredted, 
Jo the only monk who died a martyr in the eaufe of humanity. 

15 machus, 
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machos, who had deferved the honours of mar- c hap. 
tyrdom j and they fubmitted, without a murmur, xxx * 
to the laws of Honorius, which abolilhed for 4 

ever the human facrifices of the amphitheatre. 

The citizens who adhered to the manners of 
their anceftors, might perhaps infinuate, that 
the laft remains of a martial fpirit were preferved 
in this fchool of fortitude, which accuftomed the 
Homans to the fight of bloody and to the con- 
tempt of death : a vain and cruel prejudice, fo 
nobly confuted by the valour of ancient Greece, 
and of modern Europe 59 . 

The recent danger, to which the perfon of the Honorius 
Emperor had been expofed in the defencelefs ^ e ^ s eat 
palace of Milan, urged him to leek a retreat in R avenna , 
fome inacceffiblefortrefs of Italy, where he might A>D * 404. 
fecurely remain, while the open country was 
covered by a deluge of Barbarians. On the coaft 
of the Hadriatic, about ten or twelve miles from 
the moil fouthern of the feven mouths of the Po, 
the Theflalians had founded the ancient colony 
of Ravenna <5 °, which they afterwards refigned 
to the natives of Umbria. Augultus, who had 

59 Crudele gladkUorum fpediaculum et inhumanum nonnullis videri 
folet, et band fcio an ita fit, ut nunc fit. Cicero Tulculan. ii. 17. He 
faintly cenfures the abufc, and warmly defends the vfe, of thefe fpprts 5 
oculis nulla poterat efle fortior contra dolorem et mortem difcipiina. 

Seneca (epift. vii.) thews the feelings of a man. 

60 This account of Ravenna is drawn from Strabo ( 1 . v. p. 327.)). 

Pliny (iii. Stephen of Byzantium (fub voce PajStvv*, p, $51, edit. 

BerkeL), Claudian (in vi Conf. Honor. 494 , Sac.), Sidonius AppolII- 
naris ( 1 . i. epift. 8.), Jornandes (de Reb. Get. c. 2.9.), Procopius 
(de Bell. Gothic, 1 . i. c. i. p. 309. edit. Louvre), and Cluverlus (ItaL 
Antiq. tom. i. p. 301—307.). Yet I ftiU want a local antiquarian, 
and a good topographical map. - 

oblerved 
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chap, obferved the opportunity of the place, prepared., 
at t ^ ie diltance of three miles from the old town, 
a capacious harbour, for the reception of two 
hundred and fifty fhips of war. This naval efta- 
blilhment, which included the arfenals and maga- 
zines, the barracks of the troops, and the houfes 
of the artificers, derived its origin and name from 
the permanent Ration of the Roman fleet ; the 
intermediate fpace was foon filled with buildings 
and inhabitants, and the three extenfive and 
populous quarters of Ravenna gradually contri- 
buted to form one of the moll important cities of 
Italy. The principal canal of Augullus poured 
a copious Itream of the waters of the Po through 
the midft of the city, to the entrance of the har- 
bour 5 the fame waters were introduced into the 
profound ditches that encompafled the walls; 
they were diftributed by a thoufand fubordinate 
canals into every part of the city, which they 
divided into a variety of fmall illands ; the com- 
munication was maintained only by the ufe of 
boats and bridges ; and the houfes of Ravenna, 
whofe appearance may be compared to that of 
Venice, wereraifed on the foundation of wooden 
piles. The adjacent country, to the dillance of 
many miles, was a deep and impaffable morafs ; 
and the artificial caufeway, which connected 
Ravenna vidth the continent, might be eafily 
guarded, or destroyed, on the approach of an 
holtile army. Thefe morafles were interlperfed, 
however, with vineyards* and though the foil was 
exhafted by four or five crops, the town enjoyed 
12 • a more 
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a more plentiful fupply of wine than of frelh chap. 
water 6I . The air, inftead of receiving the fickly, , xxx< , 
and almoft peftilential, exhalations of low and 
marfliy grounds, ■ was diftinguifhed, like the neigh- 
bourhood of Alexandria, as uncommonly pure 
and fal ub r ions ; and this lingular advantage was 
afcribed to the regular tides of the Hadriatic, 
which fwept the canals, interrupted the un whole- 
fome ftagnation of the waters, and floated, every 
day, the veflels of the adjacent country into the 
heart of Ravenna. The gradual retreat of the fea 
has left the modern city at the diftance of four 
miles from the Hadriatic; and as early as the 
fifth or fixth century of the Chriftian aera,the port 
of Auguftus was converted into pleafant orchards ; 
and a lonely grove of pines covered the ground 
where the Roman fleet once rode at anchor 6 *. 

Even this alteration contributed to increafe the 
natural ftrength of the place ; and the fhallow- 
nefs of the water was a fufficient barrier again ft 
the large fhips of the enemy. This advantageous 
fituation was fortified by art and labour ; and in 
the twentieth year of his age, the Emperor of the 


61 Martial (Epigram iii. 56, 5 7.) plays on the trick of the knave, 
who had fold him wine inftead of water ; but he ferioufly declares, 
that a ciftern at Ravenna is more valuable than a vineyard. Sidonius 
complains that the town is deflitute of fountains and aquedudls ; and 
ranks the want of frefh water among the local evils, fuch as the croak- 
ing of frogs, the flinging of gnats, &c. 

62 The , fable of Theodore and Honoria. which Dryden has fo ad- 
mirably tranfplanted from Bocaccio (Giornata, iii. novel!, yiii.) was 
ailed in the wood of ChiaJJi, a corrupt word from ClaJJit, the naval 
Ration, which, wit the intermediate road, orfuburb, the Via Cafaris? 
conftituted the triple city of Ravenna. 

Weft, 
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Weft, anxious only for his perfonal fafety, retired 
to the perpetual confinement of the walls and 
moraffes of Ravenna. The example of Hono- 
riqs ^vas imitated by his feeble fuccefibrs, the 
Gothic kings, and afterwards the Exarchs, who 
occupied the throne and palace of the emperors y 
and, till the mid<ft e of the eighth century, Ra- 
venna was confidered as the feat of government, 
and the capital of Italy 63 . 

The fears of Honorius were not without foun- 
dation, nor were his precautions without effect. 
Whfte Italy rejoiced in her deliverance from the 
Goths, a furiops tetnpeft was excited among the 
nations of Germany, who yielded to the irrefift- 
ible impulfe that appears to have been gradually 
communicated from the eaftern extremity of the 
continent of Afia. The Chinefe annals, as they 
have been interpreted by the learned induftry of 
the prefent age, may bp ufefully applied to re- 
veal the fecret and remote caules of the fall of 
the Roman empire. The extend ve territory to the 
north of the great wall, was pofiefied, after the 
flight of the Huns, by the victorious Sienpi 5 
who were fometimes broken into independent 
tribes ? and fometimes re-united, under a fupreme 
chief ; till at length ftyling themftives Topa , or 
matters . of the earth, they acquired a more folid 
confidence, and a more formidable power. The 
Topa loon compelled the paftoral nations of the 
eaftern defert to acknowledge the fuperiority of 

6,5 From the year 404, the dates of the Tli'epdofiaij C© 4 ? become 
fedentarjr at Gonflantinople and Ravenna. See Godefroy’s, Chronology 
of the Laws, tom. i. p. 148, &c. " * 
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their arms ; they invaded China in a period of chap. 
weaknefs and inteftine difcord ; and thele fortu- , x ^ x " i 
n ate Tartars, adopting the laws and manners of 
the vanquilhed people, founded an Imperial 
dynafly, which reigned near one hundred and 
lixty years over the northern provinces of the 
monarchy. Some generations before they af- 
cended the throne of China, one of the Topa 
princes had enlifted in his cavalry a have of the 
name of Moko, renowned for his valour \ but 
who was tempted, by the fear of punifhment, to 
deferfc his ilandard, and to range the defert at the 
head of an hundred followers. This gang of rob- 
bers and outlaws fwelled into a camp, a tribe, a 
numerous people, diftinguiflied by the appella- 
tion of Geougen; and their hereditary chieftains, 
the pofterity of Moko the Have, affumed their 
rank among the Scythian monarchs. The youth 
of Toulun, the greatell of his defcendants, was 
exercifed by thole misfortunes which are the 
fchool of heroes. He bravely draggled with ad- 
verlity, broke the imperious yoke of the Topa, 
and became the legiflator of his nation, and the 
conqueror of Tartary. His troops w r ere dillributed 
into regular bands of an hundred and of a thou- 
sand men j cowards were Honed to death ; the 
moll fplendid honours were propoled as the re- 
ward of valour j and Toulun, who had knowledge 
enough to dpfpife the learning of China, adopted 
only fuch arts and inftitutions as were favourable 
to the military fpirit of his government. His 
tents, whidh he removed in the winter feafon to 
a more fouthern latitude, were pitched, during 
3? 2 the* 
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chap, the fummer, on the fruitful banks of the Selinga, 
conquefts itretched from Corea far beyond 
the river Irtifh. He vanquished, in the country 
to the north of the Cafpian fea, the nation of 
the Huns ; and the new title of Khan, or Caga?i, 
exprefled the fame and power which he derived 
from this memorable victory 64 . 

Emigre The chain of events is interrupted, or rather 

northern^ 6 concealed, as it paflfes from the Volga to the 

Germans, Viflula, through the dark interval which fepa- 
I3 ‘ 405 ' rates the extreme limits of the Chinefe, and of 
the Roman, geography. Yet the temper of the 
Barbarians, and the experience of fucceflive emi- 
grations, fufficiently declare, that the Huns, who 
were opprefledby the arms of the Geougen, foon 
withdrew from the prefence of an infulting victor. 
The countries towards the Euxine were already 
occupied by their kindred tribes 5 and their bally 
flight, which they foon converted into a bold 
attack, w r oukl more naturally be directed towards 
the' rich and level plains, through which the 
Viflula gently flows into the Baltic fea. The 
North mult again have been alarmed, and agi- 
tated, by the* invafion of the Huns ; and the 
nations who retreated before them mull have 
prefled with incumbent weight on the confines' 
of Germany 65 . The inhabitants of thofe regions, - 

61 See M. de Guignes, Hill, desliuns, tom.i. p. 179—189. tom. ii„ 
p. 395. 534— 338. 

65 Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. iii. p. i8z.) has obferved an 
emigration from the Palus Mseotis to the north of Germany, which 
he afcribes to famine. But his views of ancient liiftory are ftrangely 
darkened by ignorance and error. 


which 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 2x3 

which the ancients have affigned to the Suevi, the chap. 
.Vandals, and the Burgundians, might embrace l _ X * 3s: ‘ , 
the refokition of abandoning to the fugitives of 
Sarmatia, their woods and moraffes ; or at lead 
of difcharging their fuperfluous numbers on the 
provinces of the Roman empire e<s . About four 
years after the victorious Toulun had affumed the 
title of Khan of the Geougen, another Barbarian, 
the haughty Rhodogaft, orRadagaifus 67 , marched 
from the northern extremities of Germany almoft 
to the gates of Rome, and left the remains of his 
army to atchieve the definition of the Weft. The 
Vandals, the Suevi, and the Burgundians, formed 
theftrengthof this mighty hoft 5 but the Alani,who 
had found an hofpitable reception in their new 
feats, added their active cavalry to the heavy 
infantry of the Germans ; and the Gothic adven- 
turers crowded fo eagerly to the ftandard of Rada- 
gaifus, that, by fome hiftorians,he has been ftyled 
theKingoftheGoths. Twelve thoufand warriors, 
diftinguifhed above the vulgar by their noble 
birth, or their valiant deeds, glittered in the van 68 ; 
and the whole multitude, which was not lefs than 

two 

66 Zofimus (I. v. p. 331.) ufes the general defcription of the nations 
beyond the Danube and the Rhine. Their fituation, and confequently 
their names, are manifeftly Ihewn, even in the various epithets which 
each ancient writer may have cafually added. 

< 7 The name of Rhadagaft was that of a local deity of the Obotrites 
(in Mecklenburgh). A hero might naturally a flume the appellation of 
his tutelar god ; but it is not probable that the Barbarians fhould wor 1 
(hip an unfuccefsful hero. See Mafcou, Hill:, of the Germans, viii, 14. 

,!i Olympiodorus (apud Pliotium, p. 180.) ufes the Greek word 
07n-i pi-ru ; which docs not convey any precife idea. I fufpeft that they 
I’ 3 were 
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two hundred thoufand fighting men, might be 
increafed, by the acceffion of women, of children, 
and of llaves, to the amount of four hundred 
thoufand perfons. This formidable emigration 
ililied from the fame coaft of the Baltic, which 
had poured forth the myriads of the Cirnbri 
and Teutones, to afiaulfc Rome and Italy in the 
vigour of the republic. After the departure of 
thofe Barbarians, their native country, which 
was marked by the veftiges of tlieir greatnefs, 
long ramparts, and gigantic moles 6 % remained, 
during fome ages, a vail and dreary folitude ; 
till the human fpecies was renewed by the powers 
of generation, and the vacancy was filled by the 
influx of new inhabitants. The nations who now 
ufurp an extent of land, which they are unable 
to cultivate, would Toon be affifted by the in duf 
trious poverty of their neighbours, if the govern- 
ment of Europe did not protedl the claims of 
dominion and property. 

The correlpondence of nations was, in that 
age, fo imperfect and precarious, that the revo- 
lutions of the North might efcape the knowledge 
of the court of Ravenna j till the dark cloud, 
which was colledled along the coaft of the Baltic, 
burft in thunder upon the banks of the Upper 
Danube. The Emperor of the Weft, if his mi- 
nifters difturhed his amufements by the news of 

were tjie princes and nobles, with their faithful companions ; the 
knights with their fquires, as they would have been Ityled fome cep- 
turies afterwards. 

49 Tacit, deMorjbus Germanorum, c.37. 

the 
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the impending danger, Was fatisfied witli being chap. 
the occafion, and the fpe&ator of the war 7 °, The , 

fafety of Rome was entrufled to the counfels, and 
the fword, of Stilicho ; but fuch was the feeble 
and exhaufted ftate of the empire, that it was 
impoffible to reftore the fortifications of the 
Danube, or to prevent, by a vigorous effort, the 
invafion of the Germans 7t * The hopes of the vi- 
gilant minifter of Honoritis were confined to the 
defence of Italy. He once more Abandoned the 
provinces, recalled the troops, preffed the hew 
levies, which were rigoroufly exacted, and pufil- 
lanimoufly eluded; employed the molt efficacious 
means to arreft, or allure, the deferters ; and 
offered the gift of freedom, and of two pieces of 
gold, to all the Haves who would enlift 7 V By 
thefe efforts he painfully collected, from the fub- 
je6ts of a great empire, an army of thirty or forty 
thoufand men, which, in the days of Scipio or 
Camillus, would have been inftantly furnifhed by 

70 — Ciijusagendi 

Spediator vel caula fui, 

Claudian, vi Conf. Hon. 439. 
is the modeft language of Honorius, in fpeaking of the Gothic war, 
which he had feen fomewhat nearer. 

1 l Zofimus (L v. p. 331.) tranfports the war, and the vidtory of 
Stilicho, beyond the Danube. A ftrange error, which is awkwardly 
and imperfectly cured, by reading Agvov for Iypov (Tillemont, Hift.des 
Emp. tom. v- p.807.). In good policy, we muft ufe the fervice of 
Zofimus, without efteeming or trailing him. 

72 Codex Theodof. 1 , vii. tit. xiii. leg. 16 The date of this law 
(A.D. 406, May 18.) fatisfies me, as it had done Godefroy (tom. ii. 
p, 38 7.), of the true year of the invafion of Radagaifus. Tillemont, 

Eagi, and Muratori, prefer the preceding year ; but they are bound by 
certain obligations of civility and refpedt to St. Paulinos of Nola. 

p 4 the 
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chap, the free citizens of the territory of Rome 73 . The 
^xxx, ^ thirty legions of Stilicho were reinforced by a 
large body of Barbarian auxiliaries ; the faithful 
Alani were perfonally attached to his fervice ; 
and the troops of Huns and of Goths, who march- 
ed under the banners of their native princes, 
Huldin and Saras, were animated by intereft and 
refeiitment to oppofe the ambition of Radagaifus. 
The king of the confederate Germans palled, 
without refinance, the Alps, the Po, and the 
Apennine j leaving on one hand the inacceffible 
palace of Honorius fecurely buried among the 
marfhes of Ravenna; and, on the other, the 
camp of Stilicho, .who had fixed his head-quarters 
at Ticinutn, or Pavia, but who feems to have 
avoided a decifive battle, till lie had alfembled 
Befieges his diftant forces. Many cities of Italy were 
Florence, pi]] a g e d 9 or deftroyed ; and the liege of Flo- 
rence 74 , by Radagaifus, is one of the earlieft 
events in the hiftory of that celebrated republic ; 
whofe firmnefs checked and delayed the unlkilful 
fury of the Barbarians. The fenate and people 
trembled at their approach within an hundred and 

73 Soon after Rome had been taken by the Gauls, the fenate, on a 
fudden emergency, armed ten legions, 3,000 horfe, and 42,000 foot ; 
a force which the city could not have fent forth under Auguftus (Livy, 
vii. 25.). This declaration may puzzle an antiquary, but it is clearly 
explained by Montefquieu. 

74 Machiavel has explained, at leaft as a philofopher, the origin of 

Florence, which infenfibly defcended, for the benefit of trade, from the 
rock of Foefulae to the banks of the Arno (Iftoria Florentin. tom. i. 1 . ii. 
p. 36. Londra, 1747). The triumvirs fent a colony to Florence, 
which, under Tiberius (Tacit Annal. i. 79.), deferred the reputation 
and name of a JlouriJhitig city. See Cluver. Jtal. Antiq. tom. i.' 
p. J07, &c. • 

eighty 
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eighty miles of Rome ; and anxioufly compared c H A p, 
the danger which they had efcaped, with the , 

new perils to which they were expofed. Alaric 
was a Chriftian and a loldier, the leader of a dis- 
ciplined army j who tmderftood the laws of war, 
who refpedted the fandity of treaties, and who 
had familiarly converfed with the fubjects of the 
empire in the fame camps, and the fame churches. 

The fa vage Radagaifus was a ftranger to the man- 
ners, the religion, and even the language, of the 
civilized nations of the South. The fiercenefs of 
his temper was exafperated by eruel fuperftition $ 
and it was imiver fatly believed, that lie had bound 
himfelf, by a folemn vow, to reduce the city into and threat- 
a heap of ftones and allies, and to facrifice the ens Rome “ 
molt illuftrious of the Roman fenators, on the 
altars of thofe gods, who were appealed by hu- 
man blood. The public, danger, which fhould 
have reconciled all domeftic animofities, dil- 
played the incurable madnefs of religious fa6tion. 

The opprefted votaries of Jupiter and Mercury 
refpebted, in the implacable enemy of Rome, the 
character of a devout Pagan ; loudly declared, 
that they were more apprehenfive of the fieri- 
fees, than of the arms, of Radagaifus ; and fe- 
cretly rejoiced in the calamities of their country, 
which condemned the faith of their Chriftian 
adverfaries 7S . 

75 Yet the Jupjter of Radagaifus, who worihipped Thor and Wo- 
den, was very different from the Olympic or Capitolifle Jote. ' The 
accommodating • temper of Polyiheifm might unite thofe various and 
remote deities ; but the genuine Romans abhorred the human facrifice# 
of Gaul and Germany. s 
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chap. Florence was reduced to the laft extremity $ 
t xxx » , and the fainting courage of the citizens was fup- 
Dcfeatand ported only by the authority of St. Ambrofe ; 
deftradHon w ] 10 b ai j communicated, in a dream, the promife 
my bv^ti- °*' a speedy deliverance 76 . On a fudden, they 
Echo, beheld, from their walls, the banners of Stilicho, 
A.D.406. w i^ 0 advanced, with his united force, to the 
relief of the faithful city ; and who foon marked 
that fatal fpot for the grave of the Barbarian hoft. 
The apparent contradictions of thofe writers who 
varioufly relate the defeat of Radagaifus, maybe 
reconciled, without offering much violence to 
their refpeCtive teffimonies. Orolius and Au» 
guftin, who were intimatelyeonneCted by friend- 
lliip and religion* afcribe this miraculous victory 
to the providence of God, rather than to the 
valour of man 77 . They ItriCtly exclude every 
idea of chance, or even of bloodlhed ; and poli- 
tively affirm, that the Romans, whofe camp was 
the fcene of plenty and idlenefs, enjoyed the dif- 
trelsof the Barbarians, flowly expiring on the fliarp 
and barren ridge of the hills of Faffulm, which 
rife above the city of Florence. Their extrava- 
gant affertion, that not a tingle foldier of the 
Chriftian army was killed, or even wounded, may 

,s PauHnus (in Vit. Ambrof. c. 50.) relates this ftory, which he 
received from the mouth of Panfophia herfelf, a religious matron of 
Florence. Yet the archbifhop foon ceafed to take an active part in the 
bufinefs of the world, and never became a popular faint. 

77 Auguftin de Civitat. Dei, v. 0,3. Orofius, 1 . vit. c. 37. p.567 
— 571, The two friends wrote in Africa, ten or twelve years after the 
victory ; and their authority is implicitly followed by Ifidore of Seville 
(in Chron. p. 713. edit. Grot.). How many interefling fails might 
Orofius have inferted in the vacant fpace which is devoted to pious 
nonfenfe l 
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be difmiffed with filent contempt ; but the reft cfiAP. 
of the narrative of Auguftin and Orofius is con- . xxx> , 
fiftent with the ftate of the war, and the cha- 
racter of Stilicho. Confcious that he com- 
manded the loft army of the republic, his pru- 
dence would not expofe it in the open field, to 
the headftrong fury of the Germans. The me- 
thod of furrounding the enemy with ftrong 
lines of ciretimvallation, which he had twice 
employed again ft the Gothic king, was repeated 
on a larger fcale, and with more confiderable 
effeCt. The examples of Caefar muft have been 
familiar to the molt illiterate of the Roman war- 
riors ; and the fortifications of Dyrrachiuin, . 
which connected twenty-four caftles, by a perpe- 
tual ditch and rampart of fifteen miles, afforded 
the model of an intrenchment which might con- 
fine, and ftarve, the moft numerous hoft of 
Barbarians 7S . The Roman troops had lefs dege- 
nerated from the induftry, than from the valour 
of their anceftors ; and if the fervile and labo- 
rious work offended the pride of the foldiers, 

Tufcany could fupply many thoufand peafants, 
who would labour, though, perhaps, they would 
not fight, for the falvation of their native coun- 
try. The imprifoned multitude of horfes and 

,s Franguntur monies, planumpue per ardua Csefar 
Ducit opus : pandit 'foilas* turritaque fummis 
Difponit caftelia jugis, magnoque recefsu 
Amplexus fines ; faltus nemorofaque tefqua 
Et filvas, vaftaque feras indagine claudit. 

Yet the fimplicity of truth (Csefar, de Bell. Civ. iii. 44.) is far greater 
than the amplifications of Lucan (Pharfal. 1 . vi. 29—63.). 

men 
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chap, men 70 was gradually deftroyed by famine, rather 
xxx * than by the fword ; but the Romans were ex- 
pofed, during the progrefs of fuch an extenfive 
work, to the frequent attacks of an impatient 
enemy. The defpair of the hungry Barbarians 
would precipitate them againft the fortifications 
of Stilicho ; the general might fometimes indulge 
the ardour of his brave auxiliaries, who eagerly 
preffed to affault the camp of the Germans ; and 
thefe various incidents might produce the {harp 
and bloody conflicts which dignify the narrative 
of Zofimus, -and the Chronicles of Profper and 
Marcellinus 8o . A feafonable fupply of men and 
provifions had been introduced into the walls of 
Florence, and the famifhed holt of Radagaifus 
was in its turn befieged. The proud monarch of 
fo many warlike nations, after the lofs of his 
braved warriors, was reduced to confide either in 
the faith of a capitulation, or in the clemency of 
Stilicho 31 . But the death of the royal captive, 
who was ignominioufly beheaded, difgraced the 
triumph of Rome and of Chriftianity ; and the 
fhort delay of his execution was lufficient to 
brand the conqueror with the guilt of cool and 

, ' J The rhetorical expreffions of Orofius, u In arido et afpero montis 
“ jugo;” <£ in unum ac parvum verdcem,” are not very fuitable to 
the encampment of a great army. ButFrefulse, only three miles from 
Florence, might afford fpace for the head-quarters of Radagaifus, and 
would be comprehended within the circuit of the Roman lines. 

80 See Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 331. and the Chronicles of Profper and 
Marcellinus. 

81 Olympiodorus (apud Photium, p. 180.) ufe3 an expreffion 
(rfoi7OTai^!r«To,) which would denote a ftrifl and friendly alliance, and 
render Stilicho ftill more criminal. The pauiifper detentus, deindf* 
interfe&us, of Orofius, Is fufficiently odious. 

i deliberate 
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deliberate cruelty 82 . The famifhed Germans, chap. 
who efcaped the fury of the auxiliaries, were fold < xxx.- ^ 
as flaves at the contemptible price of as many 
fingle pieces of gold : but the difference of food 
and climate fwept away great numbers of thofe 
unhappy ftrangers ; and it was obferved that the 
inhuman purchafers, inflead of reaping the fruits 
of their labour, were foon obliged to provide the 
expence of their interment. Stilicho informed 
the Emperor and the fenate of his fuceefs ; and 
deferred, a fecond time, the glorious title of 
Deliverer of Italy a K 

The fame of the victory, and more efpecially The re- 
of the miracle, has encouraged a vain perfualion of 
that the whole army, or rather nation, of Ger- mans in- 
mans, who migrated from the Ihores of the Baltic, vad i Ga f' 
miferably peridied under the walls of Florence. Dec. 31. 
Such indeed was the fate of Radagaifus himfelf, 
of his brave and faithful companions, and of 
more than one-third of the various multitude of 
Sueves and Vandals, of Alani and Burgundians, 
who adhered to the ftandard of their general 154 . 

The union of fueli an army might excite our fur- 

31 Orofius, pioufly inhuman, facrifices the king and people, Agag 
and the Amalekites, without a fymptom of compaffion. The bloody 
aftor is lefs deteftable than the cool unfeeling hiftorian. 

Sl And Claudian’s mufe, was lhe afleep ? had die been ill paid? 

Methinks the feventh ^confulfhtp of Honorius (A.D. 407.) would 
have furnifhed the'fuhjedr of a noble poem. Before it was dilcovcred 
that the hate could no longer be faved, Stilicho (after Romulus, Ca- 
millusj and Marius) might have been worthily fumatned the fourth, 
founder of Rome. 

!i4 A luminous paffage of Profper’s Chronicle, “ hi ires partes, 
per diver/os principles, divifiis exercitus” reduces the miracle of 
Florence, and councils the hiltory of Italy, Gaul, and Germany. 

prife, 
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prife, but the caufes of reparation are obvious 
and forcible ; the pride of birth, the infolence of 
valour, the jealoufy of command, the impatience 
of fubordination, and the obltinate confli6t of 
opinions, of interefts, and of paflions, among fo 
many kings and warriors, who were untaught to 
yield, or to obey. After the defeat of Rada- 
gaifus, two parts of the German hoft, which mud 
have exceeded the number of one hundred thou- 
fand men, Rill remained in arms, between the 
Apennine and the Alps, or between the Alps and 
the Danube. It is uncertain whether they at- 
tempted to revenge the death of their general % 
but their irregular fury was foon diverted by the 
prudence and firmnefs of Stiliclio, who oppofed 
their march, and facilitated their retreat ; who 
confidered the fafety of Rome and Italy as 
the great obje6t of his care, and who facrificed, 
with too much indifference, the wealth and tran- 
quillity of the diftant provinces 8s . The Barba- 
rians acquired, from the jumffion of fome Panno- 
nian deferters, the knowledge of the country, and 
of the roads ; and the invafion of Gaul, which 
Alaric had defigned, was executed by the re- 
mains of the great army of Radagaifus 86 . 

. Yet 

85 Orofius and Jerom pofitively charge him with mitigating the in- 
vafion. “ Excitatce a Stilichone gentes,” &c. They mult mean 
indirectly. He faved Italy at the expenee of Gaul. , 

86 The Count de Buat is fatisfied, that the Germans who invaded 
Gaul were the tnvo-tbirds that yet remained of the army of Radagailbs. 
See the Hiftoire Ancienne des Peuples de I’Europe (tom. vii. p. 87. 
isi. Paris, 177’a); an elaborate work, which I had not the advan- 
tage of perufing till theyear 1777. As early as 1771 , 1 find the fame 
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Yet if they expe6ted to derive any affiftance chap. 
from the tribes of Germany, who inhabited the , , 

banks of the Rhine their hopes were difap- 
pointed. The Alemanni preferved a Rate of in- 
active neutrality ; and the Franks diltinguilhed 
their zeal and courage in the defence of the em- 
pire. In the rapid progrefs down the Rhine, 
which was the firft a6t of the adminiftration of 
Stilicho, he had applied himfelf with peculiar 
attention, to fecure the alliance of the warlike 
Franks, and to remove the irreconcilable ene- 
mies of peace and of the republic, Marcomir, 
one of their kings, was publicly convicted, before 
the tribunal of the Roman magiftrate, of violating 
the faith of treaties. He was fentenced to a 
mild, but diftant, exile, in the province of Tuf- 
cany $ and this degradation of the regal dignity 
was fo far from exciting the refentment of his 
fubjeCts, that they punifhed with death the tur- 
bulent Sunno, who attempted to revenge his 
brother ; and maintained a dutiful allegiance to 
the princes, who were eftabliflied on the throne 
by the choice of Stilicho s? . When the limits of 

idea exprefied in a rough draught of the prefent Hiftory. I have fince 
obferved a fimilar intimation in Mafeou (viit. 15.), Such agreement* 
without mutual communication, may add fome weight to our common 
fentiment. 

Provincia miffos 

Expellet citius fafces, quam Francia regea 
Quos dederis. 

Claudian (i Conf. Stil. 1 . i. 335, &c.) is clear arid fatisfa&ory. Thefe 
kings of France are unknown to Gregory of Tours ; but the author 
of the Gefta Francorum mentions both Sunno and Marcomir, and 
names the latter as the father of Pharamond (in tom. ii. p. 543.). He 
feems to write from good material*, which he did not underflancL 

Gaul 
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chap. Gaul and Germany were fhaken by tbe northern 
v. ^ X, _j emigration, the Franks bravely encountered the 
fmgle force of the Vandals ; who, regard lefs of 
the leffons of adverfity, had again feparated then- 
troops from the flandard of their Barbarian 
allies. They paid the penalty of their raflmefs ; 
and twenty thoufand Vandals, with their king 
Godigifclus, were flam in the field of battle. 
The whole people muft have been extirpated, if 
the fquadrons of the Alani, advancing to their 
relief, had not trampled down the infantry of 
the Franks ; who, after an honourable refinance, 
were compelled to relinquilh the unequal con- 
teft. The victorious confederates purlued their 
inar ch, and on the lalt day of the year, in afeafon 
when the waters of the - Rhine were moll pro- 
bably frozen, they entered, without oppofition, 
the defencelefs provinces of Gaul. This me- 
morable paffage of the Suevi, the Vandals, the 
Alani, and the Burgundians, who never after- 
wards retreated, may be confidered as the fall 
of the Roman empire in the countries beyond 
the Alps j and the barriers, which had fo long 
feparated the favage and the' civilized nations 
of the earth, were from that fatal moment 
levelled with the ground 58 . 

DefoLitiou While the peace of Germany was fecured by 
a D aUl ’o ^ ie attac ^®. ent the Franks, and the neutrality 
&c. * 4 ° 7 ’ hf the Alemanni, the fubjeCts of Rome, uncon- 


SR See Zofimus (I.vi. p. 573.). Orofius (I. vii. c.40. p. 576.), and 
the Chronicles. Gregory of Tours (Ui. c. 9. p. 165. in the fecond 
volume of the Hiftorians of France) has preferved a valuable fragment 
of Renatus Profuturus Frigericlus, wjiofe three names denote a,Chj-if«. 
tian, a Roman fubjedt, and a Semi-barbarian. 
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felons of their approaching calamities, enjoyed 
the Rate of quiet and proiperifcy, which had fel- 
dom bleffed the frontiers of Gaul. Their flocks 
and herds were permitted to graze in the paftures 
of the Barbarians j their huntfmen penetrated, 
without fear or danger, into the darkeft recedes of 
the Hercyniatl wood - 9 . The banks of the Rhine 
were crowned like thofe of the Tyber, with ele- 
gant hordes, and well cultivated farms ; and if a 
poet descended the river, lie might exprefs his 
doubt, on which tide was fltuated the territory of 
the Romans 90 . This fcene of peace and plenty 
was fuddenly changed into a defert; and the pro- 
fpedl of the fmoking ruins could alone diftinguidi 
the folitude of nature from the defolation of man* 
The flourifliing city of Mentz was furprifed and 
deftroyed j and many thoufand Cliriftians were 
inhumanly maflacred in the church. Worms 
periflied after a long and obftinate flege ; Straf* 
burgh, Spires, Rheims, Tourriay, Arras, Amiens* 
experienced the cruel oppreflion of the German 
yoke $ and the confuming flames of war fpread 
from the banks of the Rhine over the greatefi part 
of the feventeen provinces of Gaul. That rich 

Claudian (i Coni’. Stil. l.i. iit, &c. l.ii. 186.) deleribfcs the 
peace and profperity of the Gallic frontier. The Abbe Dubois (Hifh 
Critique, &c. tom. i. p. 174-) would read Alba (a namelefs rivulet of 
the Ardennes) inftead of Albts } and expatiates on the danger of the 
Gallic cattle grazing beyond the Elbe. Foolifh enough ! In poetical 
geography, the Elbe, and the Hercynian, fignify any river, or any 
wood, .in Germany. Claudian is not prepared for the ftrict examinations 
of our antiquaries. 

90 Gemxnafque viator 

Cum videat ripas, qute fit Romana requirat. 

ft .arid 
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c h A P. and extenfive country, as far as the ocean, the 
, x ^ x ' Alps, and the Pyrenees, was delivered to the 
Barbarians, who drove before them, in a promif- 
cuous crowd, the bilhop, the fenator, and the 
virgin, laden with the fpoils of their houfes and 
altars ° r . The ecclefiaftics, to whom we are in- 
debted for this vague defcription of the public 
calamities, embraced the opportunity of exhort- 
ing the Chriftians to repent of the fins which had 
provoked the Divine Juftice, and to renounce the 
perifhable goods of a wTetched and deceitful 
world. But as the Pelagian controverfy 9 % which 
attempts to found the abyfs of grace and predefti- 
nation, foon became the ferious employment of 
the Latin clergy ; the Providence which had 
decreed, or forefeen, or permitted, fuch a train 
of moral and natural evils, was rafldy weighed in 
the imperfect and fallacious balance of reafon. 
The crimes, and the misfortunes, of the differ- 
ing people, were prefmnptuoufly compared with 
thofe of their anceftors ; and they arraigned the 
Divine Juftice, which did not exempt from the 
common deftrudtion the feeble, the guiltlefs, the’ 
infant portion of the human fpecies. Thefe idle 

91 Jcrom.tom. i. p. 93. See in the ift vol. of the Hiftorians of 
France, p. 777. 78a. the proper extrails from the Carmen de Provi- 
' dentia Divina/and Salvian. The anonymous poet was himfelf a cap- 

tive, with his bilhop and fellow-citizens. 

' 92 The Pelagian doilrine, which was firft agitated A. D. 405. was 
condemned, in the Jpace of ten years, at Rome and Carthage. St. 
Auguftin fought and conquered : but the Greek church was favour- 
able to his adverfaries ; and (what is lingular enough) the people did 
not take any part in a dilpute which they could ng£ underftand. 

difputants 
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dilputants overlooked the invariable laws of na- c HAP. 
ture, which have connected peace with innocence, , xx ^' , 
plenty with induftry, and fafety with valour. 

The timid and felfilh policy of the court of Ra- 
venna might recal the Balatine legions for the 
protection ofltaly ; the remains of the ftationary 
troops might be unequal to the arduous talk ; 
and the Barbarian auxiliaries might prefer the 
unbounded licence of fpoil, to the benefits of a 
moderate and regular ftipencL But the provinces 
of Gaul were filled with a numerous race of 
hardy and robult youth, who, in the defence of 
their houfes, their families, and their altars, if 
they had dared to die, would have deferved to 
vanquifh. The knowledge of their native coun- 
try would have enabled them to oppofe continual 
and infuperable obftacles to the progrefs of an 
invader; and the deficiency of the Barbarians, 
in arms as well as in difcipline, removed the only 
pretence which excufes the fhbmiflion of a po- 
pulous country to the inferior numbers of a 
veteran army. When France was invaded by 
Charles the Fifth, lie enquired of a prifoner, 
how many days Paris might be diflant from the 
frontier ; cc Perhaps twelve, but they will be days 
tc of battle lJ3 s 5 ’ luch was the gallant anfwer 
which checked the arrogance of that ambitious 
prince. The fubjeSts of Honorius, and thofe of 
Francis I., were animated by a very different 
Ipirit ; and in lefs than two years, the divided 

93 See the Memoires de Guillaume du Bellay, 1. vi. In French, the 
original reproof is lefs obvious, and more pointed, from the double fenle 
©f the word joitrnee } which alike figniiies, 3 day’s travel; pr a battle. 
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chap, troops of the favages of the Baltic, whole lrum- 
, hers, were they fairly Hated, would appear con- 
temptible, advanced, without a combat, to the 
foot of the Pyrensean mountains. 

Revolt of In the early part of the reign of Hoiiorius, the 
the Britiih vigilance of Stilicho had fuccefsfully guarded the 
A.D.407. remote ifland of Britain from her incelfant ene- 
mies of the ocean, the mountains, and the Iriih 
coall 94 . Blit thofe reftlefs Barbarians could not 
neglect the fair opportunity of the Gothic war, 
when the walls and ftations of the province were 
ftripped of the Roman troops. If any of the le- 
gionaries were permitted to return from the Ita- 
lian expedition, their faithful report of the court 
and character of Honorius muft have tended to 
diffolve the bonds of allegiance, and to exafperatc 
the feditious temper of the Britiih army. The 
ipirit of revolt, which had formerly difturbedthe 
age of Gallienus, was revived by the capricious 
violence of the foldiers; and the unfortunate, 
perhaps the ambitious, candidates, who were the 
objects of their choice, were the inftraraents, and 
at length the victims, of their paffion 95 . Marcus 

Was 

94 Claudian (IConf', St 3 V 1 . u. ajo.). It is fuppofed/that the Scot* 
of Ireland invaded, by tea, the whole weftern coaft of Britain : and 
fome flight credit may be given even to Nennius and the Irifh. tradi- 
tions (Carte’s Hift. of England, vol. i. p. 169.). Whitaker’s Genuine 
Hiftory of the Bx-itons, p. 199. The fixty-fix lives of St. Patrick, 
which were extant in the ninth century, muft have contained as many 
thoufand lies ; yet we may believe, that in one of thefe Irifh inroads, 
the future apoftle was led away captive (Ufher. Antiquit. Ecclef. 
Biitann. p.431. and Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xvi. p. 456- 
782, &c.). 

5,5 The Britiih ufurpers are taken from Zofimus (1. vi. p. 371 — * 
S 75 ’)y " Orofius (l.vii. c. 4<3* p.576, 577 *)> Olympiodorus (apud 
10 Photitfm, 
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was the firft whom they placed 011 the throne, as chap. 
the lawful Emperor of Britain and of the Weft. ,_ xxx * . 
They violated, by the liafty murder of Marcus, 
the oath of fidelity which they had im poled, on 
themfelves ; and their difapprobation of his man- 
ners may feem to infcribe an honourable epitaph 
on his tomb. Gratian Was the next whom they 
adorned with the diadem and the purple ; and, at 
the end of four months, Gratian experienced the 
fate of his predeceffor. The memory of the 
great Conftantine, whom the Britilh legions had 
given to the church and to the empire, fuggefted 
the lingular motive of their third choice. They Conftan- 
difcovered in the ranks a private foldier of the ^nowiedg 
name of Conftantine, and their impetuous levity ed iniM- 
had already feated him on the throne, before 
they perceived his incapacity to fuftain the weight a. d. 407. 
of that glorious appellation s<s . Yet the authority 
of Conftantine was lefs precarious, and his go- 
vernment was more fuccefsful, than the tranlient 
reigns of Marcus and of Gratian. The danger 
of leaving his inadtive troops in thofe camps, 
which had been twice polluted with blood and 
fedition, urged him to attempt the reduction of 
the Weftern provinces. He landed at Boulogne 
with an inconfiderable force ; and after he had re- 
pofed himfelf fome days, he fummoned the cities 

Photium, p. iEoj 181.)} the ecclefiaftical hiftorians, and the Chronicles. 

The Latins are ignorant of Marcus. 

95 Cum in Conftantino inconjiantiam , . . execrarentur (Sidonius 
Apollinaris, 1 . v. epift. 9. p- 139. edit, fecund. Sirmond.). Yet Sido- 
nius might be tempted, by fo fair a pxm, to ftigmatife a prince, who 
had difgraced his grandfather. 
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c h A P. of Gaul, which had efcaped the yoke of the Bar- 
, x ^ x - , barians, to acknowledge their lawful fovereign. 
They obeyed the fummons without reluctance. 
The negle6t of the court of Ravenna had abfolv- 
ed a deferted people from the duty of allegiance ; 
their adtual diltrefs encouraged them to accept 
any circumftances of change, without apprehen- 
fion, and, perhaps, with fome degree of hope ; 
and they might flatter themfelves, that the troops, 
the authority, and even the name of a Roman 
emperor, who fixed his refidence in Gaul, would 
protect the unhappy country from the rage of the 
Barbarians. The fir it fuc cedes of Conftantine 
againft the detached parties of the Germans, 
were magnified by the voice of adulation into 
Iplendid and decifive victories ; which the re. 
union and infolence of the enemy foon reduced 
to their juft value. His negociations procured a 
fiiort and precarious truce j and if fome tribes of 
the Barbarians were engaged by the liberality of 
his gifts and promifes, to undertake the defence 
of the Rhine, thefe expenfive and uncertain trea- 
ties, inftead of reltoring the priftine vigour of the 
Gallic frontier, ferved only to difgrace the ma- 
jefty of the prince, and to exhauft wliat yet re-- 
mained of the treafures of the republic. Elated 
however with this imaginary triumph, the vain 
deliverer of Gaul advanced into the provinces of 
the South, to encounter a more prefling and per- 
fonal danger. Sar us the Goth was ordered to 
lay the head of the rebel at the feet of the Em- 
peror Honorius ; and the forces of Britain and 
Italy were unworthily confumed in this domeftic 

quarrel. 
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quarrel. After the lofs of his two braved gene- c h a p. 
nils, Juftinian and Nevigafles, the former of xxx - 
whom was flain in the field of battle, the latter ^ 
in a peaceful but treacherous interview, Conftan* 
tine fortified himfelf within the walls of Vienna. 

The place was ineffectually attacked feven days ; 
and the Imperial army fupported, in a precipi- 
tate retreat, the ignominy of purchafing a fecure 
paffage from the freebooters and outlaws of the 
Alps 97 . Thofe mountains now feparated the 
dominions of two rival monarchs : and the for- 
tifications of the double frontier were guarded 
by the troops of the empire, whofe arms would 
have been more ufefully employed to maintain 
the Roman limits againft the Barbarians of 
Germany and Scythia. 

On the fide of the Pyrennees, the ambition of He reduce* 
Conflantine might be juftified by the proximity ^.d^oS. 
of danger ; but his throne was foon eftablifhed by 
the conqueft, or rather fubmiffion, of Spain; 
which yielded to the influence of regular and ha- 
bitual fubordination, and received the laws and 
magiflrates of the Gallic prmfeCture. The only 
oppofition which was made to the authority of 
Conflantine proceeded not fo much from the 
powers of government, or the fpirit of the people, 
as from the private zeal and intereft of the family 
of Theodofius. Four brothers 98 had obtained 

1,7 Bagauda is the name which Zofimus applies to them ; perhaps 
they deferved a lefs odious character (fee Dubois, Hitt. Critique, 
tom. i. p. 203. and this Hiftory, vol. ii. p. iai.). We {hall hear of 
them again. 

9S Verinianus, Didymus, Theodofius, and Lagodius, who, in mo- 
dem courts, would be ftyled princes of the blood, were not diftin- 
guifhed by any rank or privileges above the reft of their fellow-fubje&s. 

«4 by 
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by the favour of their kinfmari, the deceafed Em- 
peror, an honourable rank, and ample poffeffions, 
in their native country ; and the grateful youths 
refolded to rilk thofe advantages in the ferviee of 
his fon. After an imfuccefsful effort to maintain j 

their ground at the head of the ftationary troops 
of Lufitania, they retired to their eftates ; where I 

they armed and levied, at their own expence, a j 

conliderable body of haves and dependents, and j 

boldly inarched to occupy the flrong polls of the j 

Pyrenasan mountains. This donieflic infurrec- I 

tiorf alarmed and perplexed the fovereign of Gaul 
and Britain ; and he was compelled to negociate 
with fome troops of Barbarian auxiliaries, for the 
ferviee of the Spanilh war. They were diftin- 
guifhed by the title of Honorians 99 ; a name 
which might have remin ded them of their fidelity , 

to their lawful fovereign ; and if it fliould can- 
didly be allowed that the Scots were influenced 
jby any partial affedlion for a Britifli prince, the 
Moors and the Marcomanni could be tempted 
only by the profufe liberality of the ufurper, who 
diftributed among the Barbarians the military, 
and even the civil, honours of Spain. The nine 
bands of Honorians, which may he eafily traced 
on the eftablilhment of the Weflera empire, 
could not exceed the number of five thoufand 
men ; yet this inconfiderable force was fufficient 

53 Thefe Honorian'u or Honoriacl , confifted of two bands of Scots, 
or Attadotti, two of Moors, two of Marcomanni, the Vi&ores, the 
Afcarii, and the Gallicani (Notitia Imperii, fed. xxxviii. edit. Lab.). 

They were part of the fixty-five Auxilia Palatina, , and are properly 
kyled, EV rn av M by Zofimus (Kyi. p. 374.), 

to 
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to terminate a war, which had threatened the c H A PC 
power and fafety of Conftantine. The ruftic army , 

of the Theodolian family was furroimded and 
deft'royed in the Pyrenees: two of thebrothers had 
the good fortune to efcape by fea to Italy;, or the 
Ea'ft; the other two, after an interval of fufpence, 
were executed at Arles ; and if Honorius could 
remain infenfible of the public dilgrace, he might 
perhaps be affedled by the perfonal misfortunes 
of his generous kinfmen. Such w r ere the feeble 
arms which decided the pofleflion of the Weflerii 
provinces of Europe, from the wall of Antoninus 
to the columns of Hercules. The events of peace 
and war have undoubtedly been diminilhed by the 
narrow and imperfect view of the hiftorians of the 
times, who w T ere equally ignorant of the caufes, 
and of the effects, of the moll important revolu- 
tions. But the total decay of the national ff rength 
had annihilated even the laftrefource of a defpotic 
government ; and the revenue of exhausted pro- 
vinces could no longer purchafe the military fer- 
vice of a difcontented and pufillanimons people. 

The poet, whofe flattery has afcribed to the Negocia- 
Roman eagle the victories of Pollen tia and Ve- ^°!T f and 
rona, purfues the hally retreat of Alaric, from stilicho, 
the confines of Italy, with a horrid train of ima- A,De 
ginary fpeelres, fuch as might hover over an army 404 “" 40g ' 
of Barbarians, which was almofl; exterminated by 
war, famine, and difeafe xo °. I11 the courfe of 


- — - — Comjtatur euntem 
Pallor, et atra fames ; et faucia lividus ora 
Eudlus ; et inferni ftridentes agmine morbi. 

Claudian ia vi Conf.Hon. 331, &c. 

this 
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CHAP, this unfortunate expedition, the King of the Goths 

. - . ‘ . muft indeed have fuftained a confiderable lofs ; 

and his harafied forces required an interval of 
repofe to recruit their numbers, and revive their 
confidence. Adverfity had exercifed, and dif» 
played, the genius of Alaric ; and the fame of his 
valour Invited to the Gothic ftandard the braveft 
of the Barbarian warriors; who, from the Euxine 
to the Rhine, were agitated by the defire of 
rapine and conqueft. He haddeferved the eiteem, 
and he foon accepted the friendihip, of Stilicho 
himfelf. Renouncing the fervice of the Emperor 
of the Eaft, Alaric concluded with the court of 
Ravenna, a treaty of peace and alliance, by which 
he was declared mailer-general of the Roman 
armies throughout the prmfe6ture of Illyricuin ; 
as it was claimed according to the true and 
ancient limits, by the miniiler of Honorius ,ot . 
The execution of the ambitious defign, which 
was either ilipulated, or implied, in the articles of 
the treaty, appears to have been fuipended by 
the formidable irruption of Radagaifus ; and the 
neutrality of the Gothic king may perhaps be 
compared to the indifference of Caefar, who, in 
the confpiracy of Cataline, refufed either to afliit, 
or to oppofe, the enemy of the republic. After 
the defeat of the Vandals, Stilicho refumed his 
pretenfions to theprovincesof theEail; appointed 
civil magiftrates for the admin i ft rati on of juftice, 

' 0I Thefe dark tranfa«JHons are inveftigated by the Count de Buat 
(Hill, des Peuples de l’Europe, tom. vii. c.iii. — viii, p. 69— -ao6.), 
whole laborious accuracy may fometimes fatigue a fuperficial reader. 

and 
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and of the finances ; and declared his impatience c H AP. 
to lead to the gates of Conftantinople, the united , xxx * , 
armies of the Romans and of the Goths. The 
prudence, however, of Stilicho,his averfionto civil 
war, and his perfect knowledge of the weaknefs 
of the fiate, may countenance the fufpicion, that 
domeftic peace, rather than foreign conqueft, 
was the objeCt of his policy ; and that his prin- 
cipal care was to employ the forces of Alaric at 
a difiance from Italy. This defign could not long 
ef cape the penetration of the Gothic king, who 
continued to hold a doubtful, and perhaps a 
treacherous, correfpondence with the rival courts; 
who protracted, like a diflatisfied mercenary, his 
languid operations in Theffaly and Epirus, and 
who foon returned to claim the extravagant 
reward of his ineffectual fervices. From his camp 
near iEmona !t? % on the confines of Italy, he 
tranfmitted to the Emperor of the Weft, along 
account of promifes, of expences,andof demands; 
called for immediate fatisfaClion, and clearly 
intimated the confequences of a refufal. Yet 
if his conduCt was hoftile, his language was 
decent and dutiful. He humbly profeffed him- 
felf the friend of Stilicho, and the foldier of 
Honorius ; offered his perfon and his troops to 
march, without delay, againft the ufurper of 

102 See Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 334, 335. He interrupts his fcanty nar- 
rative, to relate the fable of JEmona, and of the fliip] Argo ; which was 
drawn over-land from that place to the Hadriatic. Sozomen (I.viii. 
c. 35. 1 . ix. c. 4.) and Socrates ( 1 . vii. c. 10.) caft a pale and doubtful 
light; and Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 38. p. 371.) is abominably partial. 

1 6 Gaul; 
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c h A p, Gaul ; and foliated, as a permanent retreat for 
, x ^ x ‘ t the Gothic nation, the poifeffion of fome vacant 
province of the "Weltern empire. 

Debates of The political and fecret transactions of two 
ftnate° man ftatefmen, who laboured to deceive each other 
A. D. 408. and the world, muft for ever have been concealed 
in the impenetrable darknefs of the cabinet, if the 
debates of a popular alfembly had not thrown 
fome rays of light on the correlpondence of Alaric 
and Stilicho. The neceffity of finding fome arti- 
ficial Support for a government, which, from a 
principle^ not of moderation, but of weaknefs, 
was reduced to negociate with its own fubjeCts, 
had infenfibly revived the authority of the Roman 
Senate : and the minifier of Honorius refpe&fully 
confulted the legiflative council of the republic. 
Stilicho afiembled the fenate in the palace of the 
Cseiars ; reprefenfced, in a Hu died oration, the 
aCtual Hate of affairs ; pr opofed the demands of 
the Gothic king, and fubmitted to their con- 
liberation the choice of peace or war. The 
fenators, as if they had been fuddenly awakened 
from a dream of four hundred years, appeared 
on this important occafion to be infpired by the 
courage, rather than by the wifdom, of their pre- 
decefiors. They loudly declared, in regular 
Speeches, or in tumultuary acclamations, that it 
was unworthyof the majefty of Rome topurchafe 
a precarious and difgraceful truce from a Bar- 
barian king j and that, in the judgment of a 
magnanimous people, the chance of ruin was 
always preferable to the certainty of difhonour. 

The 
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( The minilter, wliofe pacific intentions were CH AE 

feconded only by the voices of a few fervile and . xx ‘ , 
venal followers, attempted to allay the general 
ferment, by an apology for bis own conduct, and 
' even for the demands of the Gothic prince. 

fi 6 The payment of a fubfidy, whxqh had excited 
“ the indignation of the Romans, ought not 
sc (fuch was the language of Stiliclio) to be con* 

“ fidered in the odious light, either of a tribute, 
iC or of a ranfom, extorted by the menaces of a 
*' 6 Barbarian enemy. Alaric had faithfully averted 
66 the juft pretentions of the republic to the pro* 

<e vinces which were ufurped by the Greeks of 
<c Conltantinople : lie modeftly required the fair 
es and ftipulated recompence of his fervicesj and 
sc if he had debited from the profecution of his 
cc enterprife, he had obeyed, in his retreat, the 
“ peremptory, though private, letters of the 
sc Emperor himfelf. Thefe contradictory orders 
<e (he would not dilfemble the errors of his own 
I te family) had been procured by the interceffion 

| <c of Serena. The tender piety of hiswifehadbeen 

“ too deeply affeCted by the difcord of the royal 
[ “ brothers, the fons of her adopted father ; and 

* e the fentiments of nature had too ealily prevailed 
“ over the Item dictates of the public welfare.” 

* Thefe ollenlible reafons, which faintly difguife 

' the obfcure intrigues of the palace of Ravenna, 

were fupported by the authority of Stilicho 5 and 
obtained, after a warm debate, the reluCtant 
approbation of the fenate. The tumult of virtue 
and freedom fubfided ; and the fum of four thou- 
fand pounds of gold was granted, under the name 

of 
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chap, ofa fubfidy, to fecure the peace of Italy, and to 
, x ^ x ‘ , conciliate the friendthip of the King of the Goths. 
Lampadius alorre, one of the raoft illuftrious 
members of the affembly, ftill perfifted in his dif- 
fent ; exclaimed with a loud voice, “ This is not 
£< a treaty of peace, but of fervitude 103 5” and 
efcaped the danger of fuch bold oppofition by 
immediately retiring to the fan 61 u ary of a Chrif- 
tian church. 

intrigues But the reign of Stilicho drew towards its end 5 
of t]ie and the proud minifter might perceive the fymp- 
£1X408, toms of his approaching difgrace. The generous 
May. boldnefs of Lampadius had been applauded ; and 
the fenate, fo patiently refigned to a long fervi- 
tude, reje6ted with difdain the offer of invidious 
and imaginary freedom. The troops, who ftill 
affumed the name and prerogatives of the Roman 
legions, were exalperated by the partial affedtion 
of Stilicho for the Barbarians : and the people 
imputed to the mifchievous policy of the minifter 
the public misfortunes, which were the natural 
coniequence of their^ own degeneracy. Yet 
Stilicho might have continued to brave the cla- 
mours of the people, and even of the foldiers, if 
he could have maintained his dominion over the 
feeble mind of his pupil. But the refpedtful 
attachment of Honorius was converted into fear, 
fufpicion, and hatred. The crafty Olympius I04 , 

•who 

103 Zofimus, L v. p. 338, 339. He repeats the words of Lampadius, 
as they were fpoke in Latin, “ Non eft ifta pax, fed padtio fervitutis,” 
and then translates - them into Greek for the benefit of his readers. 

104 He came from the coaft of the Euxine, and exercifed a iplendid 
office, Aacptrfeef $s rpa tsissj a> tmj fiatrihums wpwj. His adtions 

juftify 
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who concealed his vices under the malk of chap. 
Chriftian piety, had fecretly undermined the , xxx ' , 
benefa6tor, by whofe favour he was promoted to 
the honourable offices of the Imperial palace. 
Olympias revealed to the unfufpe6ting Emperor, 
who had attained the twenty-fifth year of his age, 
that lie was without weight, or authority, in his 
own government; and artfully alarmed his timid 
and indolent difpofition by a lively picture of the 
defigns of Stilicho, who already meditated the 
death of his fovereign, with the ambitious hope 
of placing the diadem on the head of his fon 
Eucharius. The Emperor was mitigated, by his 
new favourite, to alfume the tone of independent 
dignity ; and the minifler was aftonifhed to find, 
that fecret refolutions were formed in the court 
and council, which were repugnant to his intereft, 
or to his intentions. Inftead of refiding in the 
palace of Rome, Honorius declared, that it was 
his pleafure to return to the fecure fortrefs of 
Ravenna. On the firft intelligence of the death 
of his brother Arcadius, he prepared to vifit 
Conftantinople, and to regulate, with the autho- 
rity of a guardian, the provinces of the infant 
Theodofius I0S . The reprefentation of the diffi- 

juftify his character, which Zofimus ( 1 . v. p. 340.) expofes with vifible 
fatisfa£tion. Auguftin revered the piety of Olympius, whom, he ftyles 
a. true fon of the church (Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 408. N 5 19, 

&c. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii. p.467,468.). But thefe praifes, 
which the African faint fo unworthily beftows, might proceed, as well 
from ignorance, as from adulation, 

105 Zofimus, I. v. p. 338, 339. Sozomen, I. ix. c. 4. Stilicho 
«ffered to undertake the journey to Conflantinople, that he might divert 
Honorius from the vain attempt. The Eaflem empire would not have 
®beyed, and could not have been conquered. 

culty 
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chap, cully and expence of fuch a diftant expedition,, 
xxx. c i lec k ec [ this ftrange and fudden fally of a6iive 
diligence ; but the dangerous projedl of {hewing 
the Emperor to the camp of Pavia, which was 
compofed of the Roman troops, the enemies of 
Stilicho, and his Barbarian auxiliaries, remained 
fixed and unalterable. The minifter was preifed,- 
by the advice of his confident Juftinian, a Roman 
advocate, of a lively and penetrating genius, to 
oppofe a journey fo prejudicial to his reputation 
and fafety. Hisftreniious,hut ineffectual, efforts 
confirmed the triumph of Olympins ; and the 
prudent lawyer withdrew himfelf from the im- 
pending ruin of his patron. 

Bifgrace 'In thepaffage of the Emperor through Bologna, 

tod death a mutiny of the guards was excited and appeafed 
A-D^os! b y fecret policy of Stilicho ; who announced 
Aug. a 3 , his inftrueiionsto decimatetheguilty,and afcribed 
to his own interceffion the merit of their pardon. 
After this tumult, Honorius embraced, for the 
laft time, the minifter whom he now confidered 
as a tyrant, and proceeded on liis way to the 
camp of Pavia; where tie was received by the 
loyal acclamations of the troops who were af~ 
fembled for the fervice of the Gallic war. On 
the morning of the fourth day, he pronounced, 
as he had been taught, a military oration in the 
prefence of the foldiers, whom the charitable 
vifits, and artful difcourfes, of Olympius bad pre- 
pared to execute a dark and bloody confpiracy. 
At the firft fignal, they maffacred the friends of 
Stilicho, the molt illuftrious officers of the em- 

pire; 
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pire ; two Praetorian praafeffis, of Gaul, and of C H A p. 
Italy : two mafters-general, of the cavalry, and , x * x ‘ , 
infantry; the mailer of the offices ; the queftor, 
the treafurer, and the count of the domeftics. 

Many lives were loll ; many houfes were plun- 
dered ; the furious fedition continued to rage 
till the clofe of the evening; and the trembling 
Emperor, who was feen in the llreets of Pavia, 
without his robes or diadem, yielded to the 
perfu aliens of his favourite ; condemned the 
memory of the Haiti ; and iblemnly approved 
the innocence and fidelity of their alfaliins. 

The intelligence of the mafiacre of Pavia filled 
the mind of Stilicho with jull and gloomy ap- 
prehenlions ; and he inllantly fummoned, in the 
camp of Bologna, a council of the confederate 
leaders, who were attached to his fervice, and 
would be involved in his ruin. The impetuous 
voice of the aflembly called aloud for arms, 
and for revenge ; to march without a moment’s 
delay, under the banners of a hero, whom they 
had fo often followed to victory ; to furprife, 
to opprefs, to extirpate the guilty Olympius, and 
his degenerate Romans; and perhaps to fix the 
diadem on the head of their injured general. 

Inltead of executing a refolution, which might 
have been jollified by fuccefs, Stilicho hefitated 
till he was irrecoverably loll. He was Hill igno- 
rant of the fate of the Emperor; lie diftmfted 
the fidelity of his own party ; and he viewed with 
horror the fatal conferences of arming a crowd 
of licentious Barbarians, again!! the foldiers and 
people of Italy. The confederates, impatient of 
vol. v. . r his 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


242 

e h A P, his timorous and doubtful delay, haftily retired, 
^ ear an( ^ indignation. At the hour of 
midnight, Sarus, a Gothic warrior, renowned 
• among the Barbarians themfelves for his ftrength 
and valour, fuddenly invaded the camp of 
his benefactor, plundered the baggage, cut 
in pieces the faithful Huns, who guarded his 
perfon, and penetrated to the tent, where the 
minifter, penfive and fleeplefs, meditated on 
the dangers of his fituation. Stilicho efcaped 
with difficulty from the fword of the Goths ; 
and, after ifiuing a laft and generous admoni- 
tion to the cities of Italy, to fhut their gates 
againft the Barbarians, his confidence, or his 
defpair, urged him to throw himfelf into Ra- 
venna, which was already in the abfolute pof- 
feflion of his enemies. Olympius, who had 
affumed the dominion of Honorius, wasfpeedily 
informed, that his rival had embraced, as a fup- 
pliant, the altar of the Chriftian church. The 
bafe and cruel difpofition of the hypocrite was 
incapable of pity or remdrfe ; but he pioufly 
&fle6ted to elude, rather than to violate, the pri- 
vilege of the fanCtuary. Count Heraclian, with 
a troop of loldiers, appeared, at the dawn of day, 
before the gates of the church of Ravenna. The 
bifhop was fatisfied by a folemn oath, that the 
Imperial mandate only directed them to fecure 
the perfon of Stilicho : but, as foon as the un- 
fortunate minifter had been tempted beyond the 
holy threfhold, he produced the warrant for his 
inftant execution. Stilicho fupported, with calm 
refignation, the injurious names of traitor and 
1 parricide 5 
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parricide ; repreffed the unfeafonable zeal of his chap. 
followers, who were ready to attempt an ineffec- , 
tual refcue ; and, with a firmnefs not unworthy 
of the laft of the Roman generals, fubmitted his 
neck to the fword of Heraclian I0S . 

The fervile crowd of the palace, who had fo. His me- 
lon g adored the fortune of Stilicho, affected to ^ t y e ^ er " 
infult his fall ; and the mod diflant connection 
with the mailer-general of the Weft, which had 
fo lately been a title to wealth and honours, was 
ftudioufly denied, and rigoroufly pimifhed. His 
family, united by the triple alliance with the fa- 
mily of Theodofius, might envy the condition of 
the mean eft peafant. The flight of his foil Eu- 
cherius was intercepted ; and the death of that 
innocent youth foon followed the divorce of 
Thermantia, who filled the place of her filter 
Maria j and who, like Maria, had remained a 
virgin in the Imperial bed 106 . The friends of 
Stilicho, who had efcaped the maffacre at Pavia, 
were perfecuted by the implacable revenge of 
Olympius; and the moft exqiiifite cruelty 
was employed to extort the confeftion of a 
treafonable and facrilegious confpiracy. Tiiey 
died in filence: their firmnefs juftined the 

105 Zofimus (I. v. p. 336 — 343*) has copioufly, though not clearly, 
related the difgrace and death of Stilicho. Olympiodorus (apud Phot. 
p.177.). Orofius (l. vii. c. 38. p. 571, 573.), Sozomen ( 1 . ix, c. 4.), 
and Philoftorgius ( 1 . xi. c. 3. 1 . xii. c. 2.), aflford fupplemental 
hints. 

KS Zofimus, I. v. p, 333. The marriage of a Chrifiian with two 
fillers, fcandalifes Tiliemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 557.); 
who expels, in vain, that Pope Innocent I. fhould have done fome- 
thing in the way, either of cenfure, or of difpenfation. 


R 2 


choice. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

choice 107 , and perhaps abfolved the innocence 
of their patron ; and the defpotic power, which 
could take his life without a trial, and Itigma- 
tize his memory without a proof, has no jurif 
diction over the impartial fuffrage of pofte- 
ri ty ,oS . The fervices of Stilicho are great and 
manifeft ; his crimes, as they are vaguely Hated 
in the language of flattery and hatred, are oh- 
fcure, at leaft, and improbable. About four 
months after his death, an edi6t was publifhed 
in the name of Honorius, to reftore the free 
communication of the two empires, which had 
been fo long interrupted by the public ene- 
my ,oV . The minifter whofe fame and fortune 
depended on the profperity of the Hate, was 
accufed of betraying Italy to the Barbarians ; 
whom he repeatedly van quilhed at Pollentia, 
at Verona, and before the walls of Florence. 
His pretended defign of placing the diadem 
on the head of his foil Eueherius, could not 
have been conducted without preparations 
or accomplices ; and the ambitious father 
would not furely have left the future Emperor, 

107 Two of his friends are honourably mentioned (Zofimus, 1, v. 
p.346.). Peter, chief of the fchool of notaries, and the great cham- 
berlain Deuterius. Stilicho had fecured the bed-chamber ; and it is 
furprifing, that, under a feeble prince, the bed-chamber was not able 
to i'ecure him. 

lu '‘ Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 38. p. 571, 572*) feems to copy the falfe and 
furious manifellos, which were difperfed through the provinces by the 
new adminiftration. 

107 See the Theodofian code, 1 . vii. tit.xvl. leg. 1. l.ix. tit. xlii, 
leg. 22. Stilicho is branded with the name of fra: do publicus, who 
employed his wealth, ad omnem ditandam , wquietandamque Bar - 
bariem. 
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till the twentieth year of his age, in the hum- chap. 
ble Ilation of tribune of the notaries. Even . . * f 

the religion of Stilicho was arraigned by the 
malice of his rival. The feafonable, and almoft 
miraculous, deliverance was devoutly celebrated 
by the applaufe of the clergy ; who averted, that 
the restoration of idols, and the perfecution of the 
church, would have been the firft meafure of the 
reign of Eucherius. The fon of Stilicho, how- 
ever, was educated in the bofom of Christianity, 
which his father had uniformly profelfed, and 
zealoufly fupported iro . Serena had borrowed her 
magnificent necklace from the llatue of Vella 111 5 . 
and the Pagans execrated the memory of the Sa- 
crilegious minister, by whofe order the Sybilline 
books, the oracles of Rome, had been com- 
mitted to the flames m . The pride and power of 
Stilicho constituted his real guilt. An honour- 
able relu6tance to Shed the blood of his country- 
men, appears to have contributed to the fuccefs 
of his unworthy rival ; and it is the laSl humilia- 
tion of the chara6ter of Honorius, that posterity 
has not condefcended .to reproach him with his 

110 Auguftin himfelf is fatisfied with the effectual laws, which Sti- 
licho had enabled againft heretics and idolaters ; and which are hill 
extant in the Code. He only applies to Olympius for their confirma- 
tion (Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 408. N° 19.). 

111 Zofimus, 3 . v. p. 351. We may obferve the bad tafte of the 
age, in dreffing their ftatues with fuch awkward finery. 

us See Rutilius Numatianus (Itinerar. 1 . ii. 41 — 60.), to whom, 
religious enthufiafm has dictated fome elegant and forcible lines. Sti- 
licho likewife firipped the gold plates from the doors of the capitol, and 
read a prophetic fentence, which was engraven under them (Zofimus, 

1 . v. p. 35a.). Thefe are jfoolilh ftories : yet the charge of impiety 
adds weight and credit. to the praife which Zofimus reluctantly bellows, 
of his virtues. 
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C HAP. bafe ingratitude to the guardian of his youth, 
u xxx ‘ and the fupport of his empire, 

The poetj Among the train of dependants, whofe wealth 
Claudian. an ^ dignity attracted the notice of their own 
times, gut curiofity is excited by the celebrated 
name of the poet Claudian, who enjoyed the 
favour of Stilicho, and was overwelmed in the 
ruin of his patron. The titular offices of tribune 
and notary fixed his rank in the Imperial court : 
he was indebted to the powerful intercefiion of 
Serena for his marriage with a very rich heir els 
of the province of Africa 113 *, and the ftatue of 
Claudian, eredled in the forum of Trajan, was 
a monument of the tafte and liberality of the 
Homan fenate 114 . After the praifes of Stilicho. 
became offenfive and. criminal, Claudian was 
expofed to the enmity of a powerful and unfor- 
giving courtier, whom he had provoked by 
the infolence of wit. He had compared, in a 
lively epigram, the oppofite characters of two 
Prmtorian prsefeCts of Italy ; he contrails the 
innocent repofe of a philofopher, who fometimes 
refigned the hours of bufinefs to dumber, perhaps 

" 3 At the nuptials of Orpheus (a modeft comparifon !) all the 
parts of animated nature contributed their various gifts ; and the 
gods themfelves enriched their favourite. Claudian had neither flocks,, 
nor herds, nor vines, or olives. His wealthy bride, was heirefs to 
them all. But he carried to Africa, a recommendatory letter from, 
Serena, his Juno, and was made happy (Epifl. ii. ad Serenam). 

' u Claudian feels the honour like a man who deferred it (in prse- 
fat. Bell. Get.). The original infeription, on marble, was found at 
Rome, in the fifteenth century, in the houfe of Pomponius Lffitus. 
The ftatue of a poet, far fuperior to Claudian, Ihould have been 
creeled, during his life-time, by the men of letters, his countrymen, 
and contemporaries. Jt was a noble defign ! 


to. 
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to ftudy, with the interefted diligence of arapa- chap. 
clous minifter, indefatigable in the purfuit of , , 

unjuft, or facrilegious, gain. u How happy, 5 * 
continues Claudian, “ how happy might it be 
<c for the people of Italy, if Mallius could be 
<e conftantly awake, and if Hadrian would always 
“ fleep 115 !** The repofe of Mallius was not 
difturbed by this friendly and gentle admonition ; 
but the cruel vigilance of Hadrian watched the 
opportunity of revenge, and eafily obtained, from 
the enemies of Stilicho, the trifling facrifice of 
an obnoxious poet. The poet concealed himfelf, 
however, during the tumult of the revolution ; 
and, confulting the dictates of prudence rather 
than of honour, he addreffed, in the form of an 
epiftle, a fuppliant and humble recantation to the 
offended prmfedt. He deplores, in mournful 
ftrains, the fatal indifcretion into which he had 
been hurried by paflion and folly j fubmits to the 
imitation of his adverfary, the generous examples 
of the clemency of gods, of heroes, and of lions ; 
and expreffes his hope, that the magnanimity of 
Hadrian will not trample on a defencelefs and 
contemptible foe, already humbled by difgrace 

1,5 See Epigram xxx. 

Mallius indulget fotnno no&efque diefque 
Infomnis Pharius facra, profana, rapit. 

Omnibus, hoc, Italse gentes, expofcite votis 
Mallius ut vigilet, dormiat ut Pharius. 

Hadrian was a Pharian (of Alexandria). See his public life in Gode- 
froy. Codi Theodof. tom. vi. p. 364. Mallius did not always fleep. 

He compofed fome elegant dialogues on the Greek fyftems of natural 
philofophy (Claud, in Mall. Theodor. Conf. 61 — 11a.). 
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and poverty ; and deeply wounded by the- exile, 
the tortures, and the death ofhisdeareft friends 11 ** 
Whatever might be the fuccefs of his prayer, or 
the accidents of his future life, the period of a 
few years levelled in the grave the minifter and 
the poet : but the name of Hadrian is aim oft 
funk in oblivion, while Claudian is read with 
pleafure in every country which has retained, or 
acquired, the knowledge of the Latin language. 
If we fairly balance his merits and his defers, we 
fhall acknowledge, that Claudian does not either 
fatisfy, or faience, our reafon. It would not be 
eafy to produce a pafiage that deferves the epi- 
thet of fublime or pathetic ; to feleet a verfe, that 
melts the heart, or enlarges the imagination. 
We fliould vainly feek, in the poems of Clau- 
dian, the happy invention,. and artificial conduCt, 
of an interefting fable ; or the juft and lively re- 
prefentation of the characters, and fituations of 
real life. Lor the fervice of his patron, he. pub- 
lifhed occafional panegyrics and inveCtives : and 
the defign of thefe flavifh compofitions encou- 
raged his propenfity to exceed the limits of truth 
and nature. Thefe imperfections, however, are 
compenfated in fome degree by the poetical vir- 
tues of Claudian. He was endowed with the 
rare and precious talent of railing the meaneft, 
of adorning the mod barren, and of diverfi- 
fying the molt fimilar, topics: his colouring, 
more efpecially in defcriptive poetry, is foft and 

See Claudian’s firfl EpiiMe. Yet, in fome places, an air of 
irony anti indignation betrays his fecret reludhnce. 

10 fplendid ; 
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fplendid ; and he feldom fails to difplay, and c 
even to abufe, the advantages of a cultivated 
undemanding, a copious fancy, an eafy, and 
fometimes forcible, expreffion j and a perpetual 
flow of harmonious verification. To thefe 
commendations, independent of any accidents 
of time and place, we mult add the peculiar merit 
which Claudian derived from the unfavourable 
cireumftances of his birth. In the decline of arts, 
and of empire, a native of Egypt 117 , who had re- 
ceived the education of a Greek, afliimed, in a 
mature age, the familiar life, and abfolute com- 
mand, of the Latin language 118 ; foared above 
the heads of his feeble contemporaries ; and 
placed himfelf, after an interval of three hundred 
years, among the poets of ancient Rome U£> . 

117 National vanity has made him a Florentine, or a Spaniard. 
But the firft Epiftle of Claudian proves him a native of Alexandria 
(Fabricius, Bibliot. Latin, tom. iii. p. 191—202. edit. Erneft). 

“* His firft Latin verfes were compofed during the confulfhip of 
Probinus, A. D. 395. 

Romanos bibimus primum, te confute, fontes, , 

Et Latiffi celfit Graia Thalia togee. 

Befides fome Greek epigrams, which are Hill extant, the Latin poet 
had compofed, in Greek, the Antiquities of Tarfus, Anazarbus, 
Berytus, Nice, &c. It is more eafy to fupply the lofs of good poetry, 
than of authentic hiftory. 

119 Strada (Prolufion v. vi.) allows him to contend with the five 
heroic poets, Lucretius, Virgil, Ovid, Lucan, and Statius. His patron 
is the accomplilhed courtier Balthazar Caftiglione. His admirers are 
numerous and paffionate. Yet the rigid critics reproach the exotic 
weeds, or flowers, which fpring too luxuriantly in his Latian foil. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Invafion of Italy by Alaric. — Manners of the 
Roman Senate and People. — Ro?ne is thrice 
befieged , and at length pillaged by the Goths. 
— Death of Alaric. — ■ The Goths evacuate 
Italy. — - Fall of Conjlantine. — Gaul and Spain 
are occupied by the Barbarians. - — Independ » 
ence of Britain. 

c h A p. r pHE incapacity of a weak and diftradted 
xxxi. government may often affume the appear- 
Weaknefs ance, and produce the effedts, of a treafonable 
of the court correfpondence with the public enemy. If Alaric 
na, a.dT himfelf had been introduced into the council of 
408. Sept. Kavenna, he would probably have advifed the 
fame meafures which were a6tually purfued by 
the minifters of Honorius 1 . The King of the 
Goths would have confpired, perhaps with fome 
reluctance, to deltroy the formidable adverfary, 
by whofe arms, in Italy as well as in Greece, he 
had been twice overthrown. Their a6tive and 
inter efted hatred laborioufly accompliflied the 
difgrace and ruin of the great Stilicho. The 
valour of Sarus, his fame in arms, and his per- 
. fonaJ, or hereditary, influence over the confede- 
rate Barbarians, could recommend him only to 
the friends of their country, who defpifed, or 
detefted, the worthlefs characters of Turpilio, 
Varanes, and Vigilantius. By the preffing 

' The feries of events* from the the death of Stilicho, to the arrival of 
Alaric before Rome, can only be found in Zofimus, l.v. p. 347 — 350. 

inftances 
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jnftances of the new favourites, thefe generals, c H a p. 
unworthy as they had Ihewn themfelves . of the XXXL 
name of foldiers % were promoted to the com- 
mand of the cavalry, of the infantry, and of the 
domeftic troops. The Gothic prince would have 
fubfcribed with pleafure the edidt which the 
fanatieifm of Oiympius didfcated to the hmple 
and devout Emperor. Honorius excluded all 
perlbns, who were adverfe to the Catholic church, 
from holding any office in the date ; obftinately 
rejedted the fer vice of all thofe who diffented 
from his religion 5 and rafhly difqualified many of 
his braveil and moll fkilti.il officers, who adhered 
to the Pagan worffiip, or who had imbibed the 
opinions of Arianifm 2 3 . Thefe meafures, fo advan- 
tageous to an enemy, Alaric would have approved, 
and might perhaps have fuggefted ; but it may 
feem doubtful, whether the Barbarian would have 
promoted his intereffi at the expence of the inhu- 
man and abfurd cruelty, which was perpetrated 
by the diredtion, or at lead with the connivance, 
of thelmperial mini Hers. The foreign auxiliaries, 
who had been attached to the perfon of Stilicho, 
lamented his death; but the delire of revenge 
was checked by a natural apprehenfi.011 for the 
fafety of their wives and children ; who were 

2 The exprefiion ofZofimus is ftrongand lively, K<x,Toi<ppcrjmiv e/xTomcrai, 

-rot; ico\tfuoi$ apxovra?, fufficient to excite the contempt of the enemy. 

3 Eos qui catholics; fedse funt inimici, intra palatium militare pro- 
hibemus. Nullus nobis lit aliqua ratione conjun&us, qui a nobis fide 
et religione dil'cordat. Cod. Theodof. l.xvi. tit. v. leg. 4a. and Gode- 
froy’s Commentary, tom.vi. p.164. This law was applied in the 
ntmofi latitude, and rigoroufly executed. Zpfimus, 1 . v. p. 3 64. 

detained 
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chap, detained as hoftages in the ftrong cities of Italy, 
l _ 3 ? xr \ where they had like wife depofited their moil 
valuable effects. At the fame hour, and as if by 
a common fignal, the cities of Italy were polluted 
by the fame horrid fcenes of univerfal maffacre 
and pillage, which involved, in promifcuous 
deftrufition, the families and fortunes of the Bar- 
barians. Exafperated by fuch an injury, which 
might have awakened the tameft and moll fervile 
ipirit, they call a look of indignation and hope 
towards the camp of Alaric, and unanimptifly 
fwore to purfue, with juft and implacable war, 
the perfidious, nation, that had fp bafely violated 
the laws of hofpitality. By the imprudent con- 
dp6f of the mintfters of Honorius, the republic 
loft the affiftance, and deferred the enmity, of 
thirthy tlioufand of her braveft foldiers ; and the 
weight of that formidable army, which alone 
might have determined the event of the w r ar, was 
transferred from the fcale of the Romans into 
that of the Goths. 

Alaric In the arts of negociation, as well as in thofe 
Rome M t0 war > king maintained his fuperior 

a. d 408. afcendant over an enemy, whofe feeming changes 
°&. &c, proceeded from the total want of counfel and 
defign. From his camp, on the confines of Italy, 
Alaric attentively obferved the revolutions of the 
palace, watched the progrefs of faction and dif- 
content, difguifed the hoftile afpedt of a Barbarian 
invader, and affirmed the more popular appear- 
ance of the friend and ally of the great Stilicho; 
to whofe virtues, when they were no longer 

formidable, 
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formidable, he could pay a juft tribute of fincere chap. 
praife and regret. The preffing invitation of the ,_ XXXL , 
malcontents, who urged the King of the Goths to 
invade Italy, was enforced by a lively fenfe of 
his perfonal injuries ; and, he might fpecioufly 
complain, that the Imperial minifters ftill delayed 
and eluded the payment of the four thoufand 
pounds of gold; which had been granted by the 
Homan fenate, either to reward his fervices, or to 
appeafe his fury. His decent firmnefs was fup- 
ported by an artful moderation, which contributed 
to the fuccefs of his deligns. He required a fair 
and reafonable fatisfadtion ; but he gave the 
ftrongeft affurances, that, as foon as he had ob- 
tained it, he would immediately retire. He 
refufed to truft the faith of the Romans, unlefs 
.ZEtius and Jafon, the fons of two great officers 
of ftate, werefent as hoftages to his camp : but 
he offered to deliver, in exchange, feveral of the 
nobleft youths of the Gothic nation. The modefty 
of Alaric was interpreted, by the minifters of 
Ravenna, as a fure evidence of his weaknefs and 
fear. They difdained either to negociate a treaty, 
or to affemble an army ; and with a rafli confi- 
dence, derived only from their ignorance of the 
extreme danger, irretrievably wafted the decifive 
moments of peace and war. While they expedled, 
in fallen filence, that the Barbarians- fhould 
evacuate the coniines of Italy, Alaric, with bold 
and rapid marches, palled the Alps and the Po ; 
haftily pillaged the cities of Aquileia, Altinum, 
Concordia, and Cremona, which yielded to his 
arms 5 increafed his forces by the aeceffion of 

thirty 
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chap, thirty thoufand auxiliaries; and, without meeting 
xxxi. a fingie enemy in the field, advanced as far as 
1 v J the edge of the morafs which protected the im- 
pregnable refidence of the Emperor of the Well. 
Inftead of attempting the hopelefs fiege of 
Ravenna, the prudent leader of the Goths pro- 
ceeded to Rimini, llretched his ravages along 
the fea-coaft of the Hadriatic, and meditated the 
conqueft of the ancient miftrefs of the world. 
An Italian hermit, whole zeal and fan&ity were 
refpeeled by the Barbarians thenrifelv.es, en- 
countered the vi6torious monarch, and boldly 
denounced the indignation of heaven againll the 
oppreffors of the earth : but the faint himfelf 
was confounded by the folemn afleveration of 
Alaric, that he felt a fecret and preternatural 
impulfe, which directed, and even compelled, his 
inarch to the gates of Rome. He felt, that his 
genius and his fortune were equal to the moll 
arduous enterprifes ; and the enthufiafm which 
he communicated to the Goths, infenfibly re- 
moved the popular, and almoft fuperftitious, 
reverence of the nations for the majelly of the 
Roman name. His troops, animated by the hopes 
of fpoil, followed the eourfe of the Eiaminian 
way, occupied the unguarded paffes of the 
Apennine 4 , defcended into the rich plains of 
Umbria 5 and, as they lay encamped on the banks 

4 Addifon (fee his Works, vol, ii. p. 54. edit. Bafkerville) has 
given a very pi&urefque defcription of the road through the Apennine. 
The Goths were not at leifure to obferve the beauties of the profpedt ; 
but they were pleafed to find that the Saxa Intercifa, a narrow paflage 
which Vefpafian had cut through the rock (Cluver. Italia Antiq. 
tom. i. p. 6 1 8.) was totally negledled. 

of 
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of the Clitumnus, might wantonly flaughter and chap. 
devour the milk-white oxen, which had been fo XXXI. 
long referved for the ufe of Roman triumphs 5 . A ^ 
lofty lituation, and a feafonable temped of thun- 
der and lightning, preferved the little city of 
Narni ; but the King of the Goths, defpifmg the 
ignoble prey, dill advanced with unabated vigour; 
and after he had paded through the ftately arches, 
adorned with the fpoils of Barbaric victories, he 
pitched his camp under the walls of Rome 6 . 

During a period of fix hundred and nineteen Hannibal 
years, the feat of empire had never been violated of Rome! 3 
by the prefence of a foreign enemy. The unfuc- 
cefsful expedition of Hannibal % ferved only to 
difplay the character of the fenate and people ; 
of a fenate degraded, rather than ennobled, by 
the comparifon of an afiembly of kings ; and of 
a people, to whom the ambafiador of Pyrrhus 
afcribed theinexhauftiblerefourcesof the Hydra \ 

Eacli of the fenators,. in the time of the Punic 

war, 

5 Hinc albi Clitumni greges, et maxima Taurus 
ViiUnaa; fsepetuo perfufi flumine facro 
Romanos ad templa Deum duxere Triumphos. 

Befides Virgil, moft of the Latin poets, Propertius, Lucan, Silius 
Italicus, Claudian, &c. whofe paflages may be found in Cluverius and 
Addifon, have celebrated the triumphal victims of the Clitumnus. 

6 Some ideas of the march of Alaric are borrowed from the journey 
of Honorius over the fame ground (fee Claudian in vi Conf. Hon. 
494—522.). The meafured dxftance between . Ravenna and Rome was 
254 Roman miles. Itinerar. Wefieling. p. 126. 

7 The march and retreat of Hannibal are defcribed by Livy, l.xxvi. 
c. 7, 8, 9, 10, IX.; and the reader is made a fpe&ator of the intereft- 
ing icene. 

8 Thefe comparifons were ufed by Cyneas, the councilor of Pyrrhus, 
after his return from his erobafly, in which he had diligently fludied 

the 
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chap, war, had accompliflied his term of military fer- 

, XX ^ XL i vice, either in afubordinate or a fuperior ftation 5 
and the decree, which invelted with temporary 
command all thofe who' had been confuls, or 
cenfors, or dictators, gave the republic the im- 
mediate affiftaiice of many brave and experienced 
generals. In the beginning of the war, the 
Homan people confided of two hundred and fifty 
thoufand citizens of an age to bear arms 9 . 
Fifty thoufand had already died in the defence 
of their country ; and the twenty- three legions 
which were employed in the different camps of 
Italy, Greece, Sardinia, Sicily, and Spain, re- 
quired about one hundred thoufand men. But 
there ftill remained an equal number in Rome, 
and the adjacent territory, who were animated by 
the fame intrepid courage ; and every citizen was 
trained, from his earlieft youth, in the difcipline 
and exercifes of a foldier. Hannibal was afto- 
nilhed by the conflancy of the lenate, who, with- 

the difcipline and manners of Rome. See Plutarch in Pyrrho, tom. ii. 
P- 459 * 

9 In the three cenfus which were made of the Roman people, about 
the time of the fecond Punic war, the numbers hand as follows (fee 
Livy, Epitom. 1 . xx. Hift. 1 . xxvii. 36. xxix. 37.}, £70,213, 137,108', 
214)000. The fall of the fecond, and the rife of the third, appears fo 
enormous, that feveral critics, notwithstanding the unanimity of the 
MSS. have fufpedled fome corruption of the text of Livy. (See 
Drakenborch ad xxvii. 36. and Beaufort, Republique Romaine, tom. i. 
p. 32 5.) They did not confider that the fecond cenfus was taken only 
at Rome, and that the numbers Were diminilhed, not only by the death, 
but likewife by the abfence, of many foldiers. In the third cenfus, 
Livy exprefsly affirms, that the legions were muttered by the care of 
particular commiffaries. From the numbers on the lift, we mutt 
always dedudt one-twelfth above threefcore, and incapable of bearing 
arms. See Population de la France, p. 73. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


out railing the liege of Capua, or recalling their chap. 
fcattered forces, expected his approach. He en- , X: ^ XL , 
camped on the banks of the Anio, at the diltance 
of three miles from the city ; and he was foon 
informed that the ground on which he had pitched 
his tent, was fold for an adequate price at a 
public auction ; and that a body of troops was 
difmiffed by an oppofite road, to reinforce the 
legions of Spain io . He led his Africans to the 
gates of Rome, where he found three armies 
in order of battle, prepared to receive him ; but 
Hannibal dreaded the event of a combat, from 
which He could not hope to efcape, unlefs he 
destroyed the lafl of his enemies ; and his fpeedy 
retreat confeffed the invincible courage of the 
Romans. 

From the time of the Punic war, the uninter- Genealogy 
rupted fucceffion of fenators had preferved the of the f * 
name and image of the republic ; and the dege- 
nerate fubjedts of Honorius ambitioully derived 
their defcent from the heroes who had repulfed 
the arms of Hannibal, and fubdued the nations 
of the earth. The temporal honours, which the 
devout Paula 11 inherited and defpifed, are care- 
fully recapitulated by Jerom, the guide of her 
confcience, and the hiftorian of her life. The 

10 Livy confiders thefe two incidents as the efie£ts only of chance 
and courage. I fufpeft that they were both managed by the admirable 
policy of the fenate. 

11 See Jerom. tom. i. p. 1695 170. ad Euftochium ; he beftows on 
Paula the fplendid titles of Gracchorum ftirp3, foboles Scipionum, 

Pauli lucres, cujus vocabulum trahit, Martiae Papyri® Matris Africani 
vera et germana propago. This particular defcription fuppofes a more 
folid title than the furname of Julius, which Toxotius fhared with a 
thoufand families of the Weftera provinces. See the Index of Tacitus, 
of Gruter’s Infcriptions, & c 1 
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genealogy of her father, Rogatus, which afcended 
as high as Agamemnon, might feem to betray a 
Grecian origin ; hut her mother, Blaefilla, num- 
bered the Scipios, iEmilius Paulus, and the 
Gracchi, in the lift of her anceftors ; and Toxo- 
tius, the hufband of Paula, deduced his royal 
lineage from iEneas, the father of the Julian line. 
The vanity of the rich, who defired to be noble, 
was gratified by thefe lofty pretenfions. Encou- 
raged by the applaufe of their parafites, they 
eafily impofed on the credulity of the vulgar ; and 
were countenanced, in fome meafure, by the 
cuftom of adopting the name of their patron, 
, which had always prevailed among the freedmen 
and clients of illuftrious families. Moft of thofe 
families, however, attacked by fo many caufes of 
external violence or internal deday, were gra- 
dually extirpated : and it would be more rea- 
sonable to feek for a lineal defcent of twenty 
generations, among the mountains of the Alps, 
or in the peaceful folitude of Apulia, than on 
the theatre of Rome, the feat of fortune, of 
danger, and of perpetual revolutions. Under 
each fucceffive reign, and from every province 
of the empire, a crowd of hardy adventurers, 
riling to eminence by their talents or their vices, 
ufurped the wealth, the honours, and the palaces 
of Rome; and opprefled, or protedted, the poor 
and humble remains of confular families ; who 
were ignorant, perhaps, of the glory of their 
anceftors 

” Tacitus (Annal. iii. 55.) affirms, that between the battle of 
Adfium and the reign of Velpafian, the fenate was gradually filled with, 
xew families from the Municipia and colonies of Italy. ' 
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In the time of Jerom and Claudian, the fen a- chap. 
tors unanimoufly yielded the pre-eminence to the XXXL 
Anician line; and a flight view of their hiltory 
will ferve to appreciate the rank and antiquity of cian Fa - 
the noble families, which contended only for the mil7 ‘ 
fecond place ,3 . .During the five firft ages of the 
city, the name of the Anicians was unknown; they 
appear to havederived their origin from Praen eft e; 
and the ambition of thofe new citizens was long 
fatisfied with the Plebeian honours of tribunes of 
the people u . One hundred and fixty-eight years 
before the Chriftian sera, the family was ennobled 
by the Praetorlhip of Anicius, who glorioufly 
terminated the Illyrian war by the conqueft of 
the nation, and the captivity of their king 15 . 

From the triumph of that general, three conful- 
fhips, in diftant periods, mark the fucceflion of 
the Anician name l6 . From the reign of Diocle- 
tian 

,J Nec quifquam Proeerum tentet (licet sere vetufto 
Floreat, et claro cingatur Roma fenatd) 

Se jacSUre parem ; led prima fede relidia 
Aucheniis , de jure licet certare fecundo. 

Claud, in Prob. et Olybrii ColT. 18. 

Such a compliment paid to the obfcure name of the Auchenii has 
amazed the critics ; but they all agree, that whatever maybe the true 
reading, the fenfe of Claudian can be applied only to the Anician 
family. 

14 The earlieft date in the annals of Pighius, is that of M. Anicius 
Gallus. Trib. PI. A. U. C. 506. Another Tribune, Q. Anicius, 

A» U. C. 508. is diftinguilhed by the epithet of Prameftinus. Livy 
(xlv. 43.) places the Anicii below the great families of Rome. 

15 Livy, xliv. 30, 31. xlv. 3. 2,6. 43. He fairly appreciates the 
merit of Anicius, andjuftly obferves, that his fame was clouded hy 
the fuperiorluftre of the Macedonian, which preceded the Illyrian, 
triumph. 

16 The dates of the three confuHhips are, A. U. C. 593. 818. 967. : 
the two laft under the reigns of Nero and Caracalla. The fecond of 
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tian to the final extin&idn of the Weller n em- 
pire, that name {hone with a lultre which was not 
eclipfed in the public eftimation, by the majefty ■ 
of the Imperial purple 17 . The feveral branches, 
to whom it was communicated, united, by mar- 
riage or inheritance, the wealth and titles of the 
Annian, the Petrottian, and the Olybrian houfes ; 
and in each generation the number of confullhips 
was multiplied by an hereditary claim 1S . The 
Anician family excelled in faith and in riches: 
they were the firft of the Roman fenate who em- 
braced Christianity; and it is probable that 
Anicius Julian, who was afterwards conful and 
praefeft of the city, atoned for his attachment to 
the party of Maxentius, by the readinefs with 
which he accepted the religion of Conllantine I9 . 
Their ample patrimony was increafed by the in- 

thefe confuls diftinguiihed himfelf only by bis infamous flattery (Tacit. 
Anna!, xv. 74.) : but even the evidence of, crimes, if they, bear the 
Itamp of, greatnefs and antiquity, is admitted, without reluctance, to 
prove the genealogy of a. noble houfe. 

17 In the fixth century, the nobility of the Anician name is men- 
tioned (Cafliodor. Yariar. 1 . x. Ep. 10, 12 ) with Angular refpetSl by 
the minilter of a Gothic King of Italy. 

14 Fixus in omnes 

Cognates procedit honos 3 quemcumque requiras 
Bac de ftirpe virum, certum eft de Confule nafei. 

Per fafees nnmerantur Avi, femperque renata 
Nobilitate virent, et prolem fata fequuntur. 

(Claudian in Prob. et Olyb. Confulat. t%, See.). The Annii, whofe 
name feems to have merged in the Anician, mark the Fafti with many 
confullhips, from the time of Vefpafian to the fourth century. 

19 The title of firft Chriftian fenator may be juftified by the au- 
thority of Prudentxus (inSymmach. i. 553.) and the diflike of 'the 
Pagans to the Anician family. See Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, 
tom. iv. p. 183. v.p. 44. Baron. Aiinal. A.D. 312. N° 78, A.D. 
322. N’ 2. 
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duftry of Probus, the chief of the Aiiician fa- c H A P, 
mily ; who fhared with Gratian the honours of ■_ X2 ^ XI 
the coftfulfhip, and exercifed, four times, the 
high office of Praetorian praefe6t S V His immenfe 
eflates were fcattered over the wicle extent of the 
Roman world ; and though the public might 
fufpe6t, or difapprove, the methods, by which 
they had been acquired 5 the generofity and 
magnificence of that fortunate ftatefinan cl ef'erved 
the gratitude of his clients, and the admiration 
of ftrangers a \ Such was the refpe6t entertained 
for his memory, that the two fons of Probus, in 
their earlieft youth, and at the requeft of the 
fenate, were alfociated in the confular dignity : a 
memorable diftindtion, without example in the 
annals of Rome a % 

ee The marbles of the Anician palace,** were Wealth of 
ufed as a proverbial expreffion of opulence and 
jplendohr* 3 j but the nobles and fenators of Rome 


20 Probus . , . claritudine generis et potentia et op6m magni- 

tudine, cognitus Orbi Romano, per quem uniyerfum pcene patrimonia 
fparfa poffedit, jufte an fecus non judicioli eft noftri. Ammlan. 
Marcellin. xxvii. u. His children and wido\^ eredied for him a mag- 
nificent tomb in the Vatican, which was demotilhed in the time of 
Pope Nicholas V. to make room for the new church of St. Peter. 
Baronius, who laments the ruin of this Chriftian monument, has 
diligently preferved the infcriptions and bafia-relievos. See Anna!. 
Ecclef. A.D. 395. N° 5 — 17. 

21 Two Perfian Satraps travelled to Milan and Rome, to hear 
St.Ambrofe, and ta fee Probus. (Paulin, in Vit. Ambrof.) Claudian 
(in Conf. Probin. et Olybr, 30- — do.) feems at a lofs how to exprefs 
the glory of Probus, 

23 See the poem which Claudian addrefled to the two noble youths, 
•' 2i Secundinus, the Manichisean, ap, Baron. Annal Ecclef, A. D. 390. 
N° 34. , .. . 
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chap, afpired, in due gradation, to imitate that illu£ 
, XXXL trious family. The accurate defcription of the 
city, which was compofed in the Theodofian age, 
enumerates one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighty koufes, the refidence of wealthy and 
honourable citizens a4 . Many of thefe ftately 
manfions might almoft excufe the exaggeration 
of the poet ; that Rome contained a multitude of 
palaces, and that each palace was equal to a 
city : fince it included within its own precinas, 
every thing which could be fubfervient either to 
ufe or luxury, markets, hippodromes, temples, 
fountains, baths, porticos, fhady groves, and 
Artificial aviaries as : The hiftorian Olympiodorus, 
who repreferits the ftate of Rome when it was 
befieged by the Goths 26 , continuesto obferve, that 
feveral of the richeft fenators received from their 
eftates an annual income of four thoufand pounds 
of gold, above one hundred and fixty thoufand 
pounds fterling ; without computing the Hated 
provifion of corn and wine, which, had they been 
fold, might have equalled in value one-third of 
the money. Compared to this immoderate wealth, 

3+ See Nardini, RomaAntica, p. 89. 498. 500. 

35 Quid loquar Indufas inter laquearia fylvas ; 

Vernula quae vario carmine ludit avis. 

Claud. Rutii. Numatian Itinerar. ver. in. 
The poet lived at the time of the Gothic invaiion. A moderate palace 
would have covered Cincinnatus’s farm of four acres (Val. Max. iv. 
4.). In laxitatem ruris excurrunt, fays Seneca, Epift. n 4 . See a 
judicious note of Mr*. Hume, Eflays, vol. i. p. 562. laft 8vo. edition. 

26 This curious account of Rome, in the reign of Honorius, is found 
in a fragment of the hiftorian Olympiodorus, ap Photium, p. 197. 
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an ordinary revenue of a thoufand or fifteen hun- chap. 
dred pounds of gold might be confidered as no XXXL , 
more than adequate to the dignity of the fena- 
torian rank, which required many expences of a 
public and oftentatious kind. Several examples 
are recorded in the age of Honorius, of vain and 
popular nobles, who celebrated the year of their 
preetorftiip by a feftival, which lafted feven days, 
and coll above one hundred thoufand pounds 
llerling 17 . The eftates of the Roman fenators, 
which fo far exceeded the proportion of modern 
wealth, were not confined to the limits of Italy, 

Their poffeffions extended far beyond the Ionian 
and iEgean feas, to the moft diftant provinces ; 
thecity of Nicopolis, which Auguftus had founded 
as an eternal monument of the A6tian vidtory, 
was the property of the devout Paula 28 ; and it is 

17 The fons of AlypiuSj of Symmachus, and of Maximus, fpent, 
during their refpe&ive praetorfhips, twelve, or twenty, or forty, cente- 
naries (or, hundred weight of gold). See Olympiodor. ap. Phot, p.197. 

This popular eftimation allows fome latitude ; but it Is difficult to 
explain a law in the Theodofian Code (l. vi. leg. 5.), which fixes the 
expence of the firft praetor at 35,000, of the fecond at 20,000, and of 
the third at 15,000 folks. The name otfolHs (fee Mem. de l’Academie 
des Infcriptions, tom. xxviii. p.727.) was equally applied to a purfe 
of 125 pieces of filver, and to a fmall copper coin of the value of x r "S 
part of that purfe. In the former fenfe, the 35,000 folles would be 
equal to 150,000!. ; in the latter, to five or fix pounds fterling. The 
one appears extravagant, the other is ridiculous. There muft have 
exifted fome third, and middle value, which is here underftood ; but 
ambiguity is an inexcufable fault in the language of laws. 

58 Nicopolis . . . in Adliaco littore fita pofieffionis veftrse nunc 
pars vel maxima eft. Jerom in prefat. Comment, ad Epiftol. ad 
Titum, tom. ix. p. 243* M. de Tillemont fuppbfes, ftrangely enough, 
that it was part of Agamemnon’s inheritance. Mem. Ecclef. tom. xii. 
p. 85. 
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chap, obferved by Seneca, that the rivers which had 
XXXI * divided hoftile nations, now flowed through the 
lands of private citizens According to their 
temper and circumltances, the eftates of the 
Romans were either cultivated by the labour of 
their Haves, or granted for a certain and ftipu- 
lated rent, to the induftrious farmer. The 
oeconomical writers of antiquity ftrenuoufly 
recommend the former method, wherever it may 
be practicable ; but if the objeCt llioiild be re- 
moved, by its diftance or magnitude, from the 
immediate eye of the matter, they prefer the 
active care of an old hereditary tenant, attached 
to the foil, andinterefted in the produce, to the 
mercenary adminiftration of a negligent, perhaps 
an unfaithful, He ward 30 . 

Their The opulent nobles of an immenfe capital, 
manners, who were never excited by the purfuit of military 
glory, and feldom engaged in the occupations of 
civil government, naturally refigned their leifure 
to the buflnefs and amufements of private life. 
At Rome, commerce was always held in con- 

59 Seneca» Epift. Ixxxix. His language is of the declamatory kind : 
but declamation could fcarcely exaggerate tne avarice and luxury of 
the llomans. The philofopher himfelf deferved fome {have of the 
reproach ; if it be true that his rigorous exaction of Quadringenties , 
above three hundred thoufand pounds, which he'had lent at high inte- 
reft, provoked a rebellion in Britain. (Dion. Caffius, 1 . lxii. p. 1003.) 
According to the conjecture of Gale (Antoninus’s Itinerary in Britain, 
p. 92.), the fame Fauftinus poifefied an eltate near Bury, in Suffolk, 

' and another in the kingdom of Naples. 

Volufius, a wealthy fenator (Tacit. Armal. iii. 30.), always pre- 
ferred tenants born on the eftate. Columella, who received this maxim 
from him, argues very judicioufly on the fubjedt. De Re Ruftica, 
h i. c. 7. p. 408. edit. Gefner, Leiplig, 1735. 
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tempt : but the fenators, from the firft age of the 
Republic, in creafed their patrimony, and mul- 
tiplied their clients, by the lucrative practice of 
iifury; and the obfolete laws were eluded, or 
violated, by the mutual inclinations and interefl 
of both parties 3 *< A confiderable mafs of trea- 
sure muft always have exiited at Rome, either in 
the current coin of the empire, or in the form of 
gold and filver plate ; and there were many fide- 
boards in the time of Pliny, which contained 
more folid filver, than had been tranlported by 
Scipio from vanquifhed Carthage 32 . The greater 
part of the nobles, who dilfipated their fortunes 
in profufe luxury, found themfelves poor in the 
midft of wealth; and idle in a conftant round 
of difiipation. Their defires were continually 
gratified by the labour of a thoufand hands ; of 
the numerous train of their domeftic flaves, who 
were a6tuated by the fear ofpunifhment ; and of 
the various profeflions of artificers and mer- 
chants, who were more powerfully impelled by 
the hopes of gain. The ancients were deftitute 
of many of the conveniences of life, which have 
been invented or improved by the progrefs of 
induftry; and the plenty of glafs and linen has 
diffufed more real comforts among the modern 

31 Valefius (ad Ammian. xiv. 6.) has proved, from Chryfoftom, 
and Auguftin, that the fenators were not allowed to lend money at 
ufury- Vet it appears from the Theodofian Code (fee Godefroy ad 
1. ii. tit. xxxiii. tom. i. p. 230 — *89.), that they were permitted to 
take fix per cent, or one-half of the legal interefl; ; and, what is more 
fingular, this permiffion was granted to the young fenators. 

Plin. Hilt. Natur. xxxiii. 50. He ftates the filver at only 4380 
pounds, which is increafed by Livy (xxx.45.) to 100,023 : the for- 
mer feems too little for an opulent city, the latter too much for any 
private fideboard. 
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nations of Europe, than the fenators of Home 
could derive from all the refinements of pompous 
or fenfual luxury 33 . Their luxury, and their man- 
ners, have been the fubjedt of minute and labo- 
rious difquifition : but as fuch enquiries would 
divert me too long from the defign of the prefent 
work, I fliall produce an authentic date of Rome 
and its inhabitants, which is more peculiarly ap- 
plicable to the period of the Gothic invafion* 
Ammianus Marcellinus, who prudently chofe 
the capital of the empire, as the refidence the 
heft adapted to the hiftorian of his own times, 
ha? ipixed with the narrative of public events, a 
lively reprefen tation of the fcenes with which he 
was familiarly converfant. The judicious reader 
will not always approve the afperity of cenfure, 
the choice of circumftances, or the ftyle of ex- 
preflion : he will perhaps detedl the latent pre- 
judices, and perfonal refentments, which foured 
the temper of Ammianus himfelf j but he will 
furely obferve, with philofophic curiofity, the 
interefting and original picture of the manners of 
Rome 34 . 

33 The learned Arbuthnot (Tables of Ancient Coins, &c. p. 153.) 
has obferved with humour, and I believe -with truth, that Auguftus 
had neither glafs to his windows, nor a fhirt to his back. Under the 
lower empire, the ufe of linen and glafs became fomewhat more 
common. 

34 It is incumbent on me to explain the liberties which I have taken 
with the text of Ammianus. 1. 1 have melted down into one piece 
the fixth chapter of the fourteenth, and the fourth of the twenty-eighth 
book. a. I have given order and connexion to the confufed mafs of 
materials. 3. 1 have foftened fame extravagant hyperboles, and pared 
away fome fuperfluities of the original. 4. I have developed foma 
obfervations which were infinuated, rather than exprefled. With thefe 
allowances, my veriion will be found, not literal indeed, but faithful 
and exadU 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


267 

44 The greatnefs of Rome (fuch is the lan- CHAP. 
44 guage of the hiftorian) was founded on the , XXXL , 
a rare, and almoft incredible, alliance of virtue chara&er 
44 and of fortune. The long period of her in- of ^eRo- 

0 1 man no- 

44 fancy was employed in a laborious ltruggle bles, by 
4fc again ft the tribes of Italy, the neighbours and 
44 enemies of the riling city. In the ftrength and C eiiinu$. 

44 ardour of youth, {lie fuftained the ftorms of 
44 war ; carried her victorious arms beyond the 
44 feas and the mountains; and brought home 
44 triumphant laurels from every country of the 
44 globe. At length, verging towards old age, 

44 and fometimes conquering by the terror only 
44 of her name, die fought the bleffings of eafe 
64 and tranquillity. The venerable city, 

44 which had trampled on the necks of the fierceft 
44 nations ; and eftablilhed a fyftem of laws, the 
44 perpetual guardians of juftice and freedom ; 

64 was content, like a wife and wealthy parent, to 
44 devolve on the Caefars, her favourite fons, the 
44 care of governing her ample patrimony 3S . A 
44 fecure and profound peace, fuch as had been 
44 once enjoyed in the reign of Numa, fucceeded 
44 to the tumults of a republic : while Rome was 
* 4 ftill adored as the queen of the earth ; and the 
44 fubjeCt nations ftill reverenced the name of the 
44 people, and the majefty of the fenate. But 

35 Claudian, who feems to have read the hiftory of Ammiatrus, 
i'peaks of this great revolution in a much lefs courtly ftyle : 

Poftquam jura ferox in fe communia Csefar 
Tranftulit ; et lapfi mores ; defuetaque prifcis 
Artibus, in gremium pacis fervile receffi. 

De Bell. Gildonico, p. 49. 

44 this 
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“ tins native fplendour (continues Ammianus) is 
“ degraded and fullied, by the conduct of fome 

nobles ; who, unmindful of their own dignity, 
« and of that of their country, affume an un- 
« bounded licence of vice and folly. They con- 
« tend with each other in the empty vanity of 
« titles and fur names ; and curioufly feledl or in- 
« vent the molt lofty and fonorous appellations, 
« Reburrus, or Fabunius, Pagonius, or Tarra- 
ct fins 35 , which may imprefs the ears of the vulgar 
« with aftonifhment and refpe<ft. From a vain 
<e ambition of perpetuating their memory, they 
« affedtto multiply their likenefs, in ftatues of 
« bronze and marble j nor are they fatislied, 
“ unlefs thofe ftatues are covered with plates of 
'•« gold : an honourable diftindtion, firft granted 
* c to Acilius the conful, after he had fubdued, by 
“ his arms and counfels, the power of King 
<c Antioch us. The oftentation of dilplaying, of 
u magnifying, perhaps, the rent-roll of the eftates 
<c which they poffefs in all the provinces, from 
i( the riling to the fetting fun, provokes the juft 
“ refentment of every man, who recollects, that 
tc their poor and invincible ancestors were not 
<c diftinguifhed froth; the meaneft of the foldiers, 
“ by the delicacy of their food, or the fplendour 

36 The minute diligence of antiquarians has not been able to verify 
thefe extraordinary names, r l am of opinion that they were invented 
by the hiftorian himfelf, who was afraid of any perfonal fatire or ap- 
plication. It is certain, however, that the Ample denominations of the 
Romans were gradually lengthened to the number of four, five, or 
even feven, pompous furnames; as for inftance, Marcus Meecius 
Mtammius Furius Balburius Ccecilianus Placidus. See Noris Ceno- 
taph. Pifan. Difiert. iv. p. 438. 
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44 of their apparel. But the modern nobles me a- c 
46 fure their rank and confequence according to 
44 the loftinefs of their chariots 37 , and the weighty 
44 magnificence of their drefs. Their long robes 
44 of filk and purple float in the wind; and as 
44 they are . agitated, by art or accident, they 
44 occafionally difcover the under garments, the 
44 rich tunics, embroidered with the figures of 
44 various animals 3S . Followed by a train of 
44 fifty fervants, and tearing up the pavement, 

44 they move along the ftreets with the fame 
44 impetuous fpeed as if they travelled with poft- 
44 horfesj and the example of the fenators is 
44 boldly imitated by the matrons and ladies, 

44 whofe covered carriages are continually driving 
44 round the immenfe fpace of the city and fu- 
44 burhs. Whenever thefe perfons of high diftinc- 
44 tion condefcend to vifit the public baths, they 
44 alfume, on their entrance, a tone of loud and 

37 The carruca, or coaches of the Romans, were often of folid 
filver, curioufly carved and engraved ; and the trappings of the mules, 
or horfes, were emboiled with gold. This magnificence continued 
from the reign of Nero to that of Honorius ; and the Appian way 
was covered with the fplendid equipages of the nobles, who came out 
to meet St. Melania, when fhe returned to Rome, fix years before the 
Gothic fiege (Seneca, epift.lxxxvii. Plm. Hift. Natur. xxxiii. 49. 
Paulin. Nolan, apud Baron. Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 397. N°5.). Yet 
pomp is well exchanged for convenience ; and a plain modern coach 
that is hung upon fprings, is much preferable to the filver or gold can's 
of antiquity, which rolled on the axle-tree, and were expofed, for the 
moft part, to the inclemency of the weather. 

3S In a homily of Afterius, Bilhop of Amafia, M. de Valois has 
difcovered (ad Ammian. xiv. 6.) that this was a new falhion ; that 
•bears, wolves, lions, and tygers, woods, hunting matches, & c. were 
reprefented in embroidery ; and that the more pious coxcombs fubfti- 
tuted the figure or legend of fome favourite faint. 
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cc infolent command, and appropriate to their 
44 own ufe the conveniences which were de- 
44 figned for the Roman people. If, in thefe 
44 places of mixed and general refort, they meet 
44 any of the infamous minifters of their pleafures, 
ee they exprefs their affedtion by a tender era- 
44 brace ; while they proudly decline the faluta- 
44 tions of their fellow-citizens, who are not 
44 permitted to afpire above the honour of killing 
44 their hands, or their knees. As foon as they 
44 have indulged themfelves in the refrefhment 
44 of the bath, they refume their rings, and the 
44 other enfigns of their dignity; feledt from their 
44 private wardrobe of the fineft linen, fuch as 
44 might fuffice for a dozen perfons, the garments 
“ the moft agreeable to their fancy, and main- 
44 tain till their departure the fame haughty de- 
44 meanour; which perhaps might have been 
44 excufed in the great Marcellus, after the con- 
46 quell of Syracufe. Sometimes, indeed, thefe 
44 heroes undertake more arduous atchieve- 
44 ments ; they vifit their eflates in Italy, and 
44 procure themfelves, by the toil of fervile hands, 
44 the amufements of the chace 39 . If at any 
46 time, but more efpecially on a hot day, they 
44 have courage to fail, on their painted gallies, 
44 from the Lucrine lake 40 to their elegant villas 

44 on 

39 See Pliny’s Epiftles. i. 6. Three large wild boars were allured 
and taken in the toils, without interrupting the lludies of the philofo- 
phic fportfraan. 

v> The change from the inaufpicious word A-vernus, which Hands 
in the text, is immaterial. The two lakes, Avemus and Lucrinus, 
communicated with each other, and were falhioned by the Hupendous 
moles of Agrippa into the Julian port, which opened, through a 

narrow 
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on the fea-coaft of Puteoli and Cayeta 41 , they 
compare their own expeditions to the marches 
of Csefar and Alexander. Yet ihould a fly 
prefame to fettle on the filken folds of 
their gilded umbrellas ; Ihould a fun-beam 
penetrate through fome unguarded and imper- 
ceptible chink, they deplore their intolerable 
hardlhips, and lament, in affe6ted language, 
that they were not born in the land of the 
Cimmerians 4a , the regions of eternal darknefs. 
In thefe journies into the country 43 , the whole 
body of the houihold marches with their 
matter. In the fame manner as the cavalry and 
infantry, the heavy and the light armed troops, 


c 


narrow entrance, into the gulf of Puteoli. Virgil, who refided on the 
fpot, has defcribed (Georgic ii. 161.) this work at the moment of its 
execution; and his commentators, efpecially Catrou, have derived 
much light from Strabo, Suetonius, and Dion. Earthquakes and 
volcanos have changed the face of the country, and turned the Ln- 
crine lake, fince the year 1538, into the Monte Nuovo, See Camillo 
Pellegrino Difcorli della Campania Felice, p. »3 9. »44> &c. Antonii 
Sanfelicii Campania, p. 13. 88. 

41 The regna Cumana et Puteolana ; loca cseteroqui valde expe- 
tenda, interpellantium autem muititudine prene fugiende. Cicero ad 
Attic, xvi.17, 

42 The proverbial expreffion of Cimmerian darknefs was originally 
borrowed from the defcription of Homer (in the eleventh hook of the 
OdyiTey), which he applies to a remote and fabulous country on the 
fhores of the ocean. See Erafmi Adagia, in his works, tom.ii. p. 593. 
the Leyden edition. 

43 We may learn from Seneca, epift. cxxiii. three curious circum- 

fiances relative to the journies of the Romans. 1. They were preced- 
ed by a troop of Numidian light-horfe, who announced, by a cloud 
of duft, the approach of a great man. %. Their baggage mules trahf- 
ported not only the precious vafes, but even the fragile vefiels of 
chryftal and murra , which laft is almoft proved, by the learned French 
tranflator of Seneca (tom.iii. p. 40a — 42a,.), to mean the porcelain 
of China and Japan. 3. The beautiful faces of the young flaves were 
covered with a medicated cruft, or ointment, which fecured them againft 
the eftedls of the fun, and froft. i 


« the 
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44 the advanced guard and the rear, are mar- 
te fhalled by the Ikill of their military leaders ; 
« fo the domeftic officers, who bear a rod, as an 
« enflgn of authority, distribute and arrange 
« the numerous train of flaves and attendants. 
« The baggage and wardrobe move in the 
« front ; and are immediately followed by a 
44 multitude of cooks, and inferior minifters, 
« employed in the fervice of the kitchens, and 
44 of the table. The main body is compofed 
44 of a promifcuous crowd of flaves, increafed 
« by the accidental concourfe of idle or de- 
e< pendent plebeians. The rear is elofed by 
44 the favourite band of eunuchs, diftributed 
44 from age to youth, according to the order 
u of feniority. Their numbers, and their de- 
65 formity, excite the horror of the indignant 
44 fpedtators, who are ready to execrate the 
44 memory of Semiramis, for the cruel art which 
44 flie invented, of fruftrating the purpofes of 
44 nature, and of Mailing in the bud the hopes 
44 of future generations. In the exercife of do- 
44 meftic jurifdkftion, the nobles of Rome ex- 
44 prefs an exquifite fenfibility for any per- 
44 fonal injury, and a contemptuous indifference 
44 for the reft of the human Ipecies. When 
44 they have called for warm water, if a Have 
44 has been tardy in his obedience, he is in-' 
44 flantly chaftifed with three hundred lathes: 
44 but Ihould the fame Have commit a wilful 
44 murder the mafter will mildly obferve, that 
44 he is a worthlels fellow ; but that, if he re- 
“ peats the offence, he fliall not efcape punifti- 
i 44 ment. 
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gfi menfc. Hofpitality was formerly the virtue of chap. 
S£ the Romans ; and every ftranger, who could XXXL 
* £ plead either merit or misfortune, w 7 as relieved 
cc or rewarded, by their generofity. At prefent, 

<e if a foreigner, perhaps of no contemptible 
66 rank, is introduced to one of the proud and 
se wealthy fenators, lie is welcome indeed in the 
4C firft audience, with fuch warm profeffions, and 

fuch kind enquiries, that he retires enchanted 
e£ with the affability of his illuflrious friend, and 
££ full of regret that he had fo long delayed his 
££ journey to Rome, the native feat of manners, 

<£ as well as of empire. Secure of a favourable 
fi£ reception, he repeats his vifit theenfuing day, 

<( and is mortified by the difcovery, that his 
<e perfon, his name, and his country, are already 
££ forgotten. If he ftiil has refolution to perfe- 
<£ vere, he is gradually numbered in the train of 
<£ dependents, and obtains the permiffion to pay 
<£ his affiduous and unprofitable court to a haugh- 
££ ty patron, incapable of gratitude or friendfhip ; 

££ who fcarcely deigns to remark his prefence, his 
“ departure, or his return. Whenever the rich 
<£ prepare a folemn and popular entertainment 44 ; 

“■ whenever they celebrate, with profufe and 

“ per- 

44 Diftributio folemnium fportularum. The J 'portul at, or fportella:, 
were fraall balkets, fuppofed to contain a quantity of hot provifions, 
of the value of 100 quadrantes, or twelvepence halfpenny, which 
were ranged in order in the hall, and eftentatioufly diftributed to 
the hungry or fervile crowd, who waited at the door. This in- 
delicate cuftcm is very frequently mentioned in the epigrams of 
Martial, and the fatires of Juvenal. See lilcewife Suetonius, in 
Claud, c. 31. in Neron. c. 16. in Domitian, c. 4. 7. Thefe balkets 
of provifions were afterwards converted into large pieces of gold 

Volv. v. T and 
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chap. “ pernicious luxury, their private banquets ; 
xxxi. tc t ] le c h 0 i C e of the guelts is the fubjc£l of 
' tc anxious deliberation. The modeft, the fbber? 
« and the learned, are feldom preferred ; and 
cc the noraenclators, who are commonly fwayed 
« by interefted motives, have the addrefs to 
« c infert, in the lift of invitations, the obfcure 
«« names of the moft wortlilefs of mankind.' 
« But the frequent and familiar companions 
« of the great, are thofe parafites, who pradtife 
« the moft ufeful of all arts, the art of flattery ; 
46 who eagerly applaud each word, and every 
44 adlion of their immortal patron; gaze with 

44 rapture on his marble columns, and varie- 

45 gated pavements ; and ftrenuoufly praife the 
44 pomp and elegance, which he is taught to 
44 confider as a part of his perfonal merit. 
44 At the Roman tables, the birds, the fquir- 
c: reh A \ or the fifli, which appear of an u.n~ 


and filver coin, or plate, which were mutually given and accepted 
even by the perfons of the higheft rank (See Symmach. epift.iv. 55. 
ix, 124. and Mifcell. p. 256.), on folema occafions, of coniulfhips, 
marriages, &c. 

45 The want of an Englifh name obliges me to refer to the com- 
mon genus of fquirrels, the Latin glis> the French loir ; a little 
animal, who inhabits the woods, and remains torpid in cold weather 
‘ (See Plin. Hift. Natur. vii. 82. BufFcn, Hift. Naturelle, tom. viii. 
p. 15". Pennant’s Synopfis of Quadrupeds, p.289.). The art of 
rearing and fattening great numbers of glires was practifed in 
Roman villas, as a profitable article of rural ceconomy (Varo, de Re 
Ruftica, iii. 15.). The exceffive demand of them for luxurious 
tables, was increafed by the focilifh prohibitions of the Cenfors; 
and it is reported, that they are ftill efteemed in modem Rome, 
and are frequently lent as prefei.ts by the Collonna princes (See 
Brotier, the laft editor of Pliny, tom.ii.458. apud Barbou, 1779.). 
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M common fize, are contemplated with curious c H A p. 
“ attention ; a pair of fcales is accurately ap- . X ^ 1, , 
“ plied, to afcertain their real weight ; and, 
cc while the more rational guefts are difgufted by 
“ the vain and tedious repetition, notaries are 
4C fummoned to attefl, by an authentic record, 

“ the truth of fuch a marvellous event. Another 
<e method of introduction into the houfes and 
<e fociety of the great, is derived from the pro- 
“ feffion of gaming, or, as it is more politely 
se ftyled, of play. The confederates are united 
cc by a jEtriCt and indiffoluble bond of friendfliip ; 

“ or rather of confpiracy ; a fuperior degree of 
ee fkill in the Tefferarian art (which may be in-, 
ec terpreted the game of dice and tables 46 ) is a 
<c fure road to wealth and reputation. A matter 
cc of that fublime fcience, who in a fupper, or 
46 affembly, is placed below a magiftrate, difplays 
ee in his countenance the furprife and indigna- 
“ tion which Cato might be fuppofed to feel, 
a when he was refufed the prsetorlhip by the 
votes of a capricious people. The acquifition 


46 This game, which might be tranflated by the more familiar 
names of trlBrac, or backgammon , was a favourite amufement of the 
graveft Romans ; and old Mucius Screvola, the lawyer, had the repu- 
tation of a very flrilful player. It was called Indus duodecim fcriptorum , 
from the twelve fcripta, or lines, which equally divided the alveolus 
or table. On thefe, the two armies, the white and the black, each 
confifting of fifteen men, or calculi , were regularly placed, and alter- 
nately moved, according to the laws of* the game; and the chances 
of the tejjbray or dice. Dr. Hyde, who diligently traces the liiftory 
and varieties of the nerdiludium (a name of Perfic etymology) from. 
Ireland to Japan, pours forth, on this trifling Fubject, a copious tor- 
rent of claffic and Oriental learning. See Syntagma Biffertat. tom. ii. 
p. 317— -405. 
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44 of knowledge feldom engages the curiolity of 
tC the nobles, who abhor the fatigue, and difdain 
et the advantages, of ftudy ; and the only books 
« f which they perufe are the Satires of Juvenal, 
<e and the verbofe and fabulous hiftories of Ma- 
44 rius Maximus 47 . The libraries which they 
44 have inherited from their fathers, are fecluded, 
“ like dreary fepulchres, from the light of day 4S . 
44 But the coftly inftruments of the theatre, 
44 flutes, and enormous lyres, and hydraulic or- 
44 gans, are con ftrudled for their ufe ; and the 
44 harmony of vocal and inftrumental mufic is 
44 inceffantly repeated in the palaces of Rome. 
44 In thofe palaces, found is preferred to fenfe, 
44 and the care of the body to that of the mind. 
44 It is allowed as a falutary maxim, that the light 
44 and frivolous, fufpicion of a contagious malady, 
44 is of fufficient weight to excufe the vilits of the 
44 moft intimate friends ; and even the fervants, 
44 who are difpatched to make the decent enqui- 
44 ries, are not differed to return home, till they 
44 have undergone the ceremony of a previous 
44 ablution. Yet this felfilh and unmanly dell- 
44 cacy occafionally yields to the more imperious 
44 paffion of avarice. The profpedt of gain will 

‘ i7 Marius Maximus, homo omnium verbofiflimus, qui, et mithifl:o» 
ricis fe volumnibus implicavit. Vopifcus, in Hift. Auguft. p. 343. 
He wrote the lives of the emperors, from Trajan to Alexander Severus, 
See Gerard, Voffius de Hiftoricis Latin. 1 . ii. c. 3. in his works, 
vol. iv. p.57. 

48 This fatire is probably exaggerated. The Saturnalia of Ma* 
crobius, and the epililes of Jerom, afford fatisfadbry proofs, that 
Chriftian theology, and claffic. literature, were ftudioufly cultivated by 
feveral Romans, of both fexes, and of the higheft rank, 
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xi urge a rich and gouty fenator as far as Spo- CHAP. 
44 leto ; every fentiment of arrogance and dig- ,_ XXXL , 
44 nity is fubdued by the hopes of an inheri- 
44 tance, or even of a legacy ; and a wealthy, 
ce childlefs citizen is the mod powerful of the 
44 Romans. The art of obtaining the fignature 
e< of a favourable tedament, and fometimes of 
44 hadening the moment of its execution, is 
64 perfectly underdood ; and it has happened, 

44 that in the fame houfe, though in different 
44 apartments, a hufband and a wife, with the 
ee laudable dedgn of over-reaching each other, 

44 have fummoned their relpeCtive lawyers, to 
44 declare, at the fame time, their mutual, but 
44 contradictory, intentions. The didrefs which 
44 follows and chadifes extravagant luxury, often 
44 reduces the great to the ufe of the mod humili- 
44 ating expedients. When they defire to bor- 
46 row, they employ the bafe and fupplicating dyle 
44 of the flave in the comedy j but when they 
44 are called upon to pay, they affume the royal 
44 and tragic declamation of the grandfons of 
44 Hercules. If the demand is repeated, they 
44 readily procure fome trudy fycophant, in- 
44 druCted to maintain a charge of poifon, or 
44 magic, againd the infolent creditor ; who is 
44 feldom releafed fromprifon, till he has figned 
44 a difcharge of the whole debt. Thefe vices, 

44 which degrade the moral character of the 
44 Romans, are mixed with a puerile fuperdi- 
44 tion, that dilgraces their underdanding. They 
44 liden with confidence to the predictions of 
44 harufpices, who pretend to read, in the 
t 3 44 entrails 
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cc entrails of victims, the figns of future greatnefe 
£e and profperity ; and there are many who do 
<e not prelum e either to bathe, or to dine, or to 
“ appear in public, till they have diligently con- 
“ fulted, according to the rules of allrology, the 
“ fituation of Mercury, and the afpeCt of the 
ee moon 4S . It is Angular enough, that this vain 
cc credulity may often be difcovered among the 
es profane fceptics, who impioufly doubt, or 
cc deny the exiftence of a celeftial power.”' 

In populous cities, which are the feat of com- 
merce and manufactures, the middle ranks of 
inhabitants, who derive their fubfiftence from 
the dexterity, or labopr, of their hands, are com- 
monly the moft public, the moft ufeful, and, in 
that fenfe, the moftrefpectable, part of the com- 
munity. But the plebeians of Rome, who dif- 
dained fuch fedentary and iervile arts, had been 
opprelled, from the earlieft times, by the weight 
of debt and ufury ; and the huffyandman, during 
the term of his military fervice, was obliged to 
abandon the cultivation of his farm 49 . The lands 
of Italy which had been originally divided among 
the families of free and indigent proprietors, 
were infenfibly purcftafed, or ufurped, by the 


48 Macrobias, the friend of thefe Roman nobles, considered the liars 
as the caufe, or at Ieaft the figns, of future events (de Somn. Scipion. 
l.i. c. 19. p. 68.). 

49 The hiflorians of Livy (fee particularly vi. 3 6.) are full of the 
extortions of the rich, and the fuflerings of the poor debtors. The 
melancholy itory of a brave old foldier (Dionyf. Hal. 1 . vi. c. 2 60 
p. 347. edit. Hudfon, and Livy, ii. 23.) muft have been frequently 
repeated in thofe primitive times, which have been fo nndefervedly 
praifed. 

14 avarice 
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avarice of the nobles ; and in the age which pre- e 11 A P. 
ceded the fall of the republic, it was computed, XXXI - 
that only two thoufand citizens were poffefled of 
any independent fubftance s0 * Yet as long as 
the people bellowed, by their fuffrages, the ho- 
nours of the date, the command of the legions, 
and the adminiftration of wealthy provinces, their 
confcious pride alleviated, in fome meafure, the 
hardfhips of poverty ; and their wants were fea- 
fonably fupplied by the ambitious liberality of the 
candidates, who afpired to fecure a venal ma- 
jority in the thirty-live tribes, or the hundred and 
ninety- three centuries, of Rome. But when the 
prodigal commons had imprudently alienated not 
only the life, but the inheritance, of power, they 
funk, under the reign of the Caefars, into a vile 
and wretched populace, which mull, in a few 
generations, have been totally extinguilhed, if it 
had not been continually recruited by themanu- 
miffion of Haves, and the influx of Itrangers. As 
early as the time of Hadrian, it was the juft com- 
plaint of the ingenuous natives, that the capital 
had attradled the vices of the univerfe, and the 
manners of the molt oppofite nations. The in- 
temperance of the Gauls, the cunning and levity 
of the Greeks, the favage obftinacy of the Egyp- 
tians and Jews, the fervile temper of the Afiatics, 

50 Non elTe in dvitate duo millia hominum qui rem haberent. 

Cicero. Offic. ii. ax. and Comment. Paul. Manut. in edit. Grasv* 

This vague computation was made A. U. C. 649, in a fpeech of the 
tribune Philippus, and it was his objed, as well as that of the Gracchi 
(fee Plutarch), to deplore, and perhaps to exaggerate, the mifery of 
the common people. 
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and the diffolute, effeminate proftitution of the 
Syrians, were mingled in the various multitude ; 
which, under the proud and falfe denomination 
of Romans, prefumed to defpife their fellow- 
fubjedts, and even their fovereigns, who dwelt 
beyond the precious of the eternal city”. 

Yet the name of that city was ftill pronounced 
with refpe 6 t : the frequent and capricious tu- 
mults of its inhabitants were indulged with impu- 
nity j and the fuceeffors of Conftantine, inttead 
of cradling the iait remains of the democracy, 
by the flrong arm of* military power, embraced the 
mild policy of Auguftus, and Studied to relieve the 
poverty, and to amufe the idlenefs, of an innu- 
merable people 5 V I. For the convenience of tlie 
lazy plebeians, the monthly diftributions of corn 
were converted into a daily allowance of bread ; 


51 See the third Satire (60 — 125.) of Juvenal, who indignantly 
complains, 

Quamvis quota portio fiseeis Ached ! 

Jampridem Syrus in Tiberim defluxit Orontes ; 

Et linguam et mores, &c. 

Seneca, when he propofes to comfort his mother (Confolat. ad Hdv. 
c. 6.) by the refie&ion, that a great part of mankind were in a Rate of 
exile, reminds her how few of the inhabitants of Rome were born in 
the city. 

52 Almoft all that is faid of the bread, bacon, oil, wine, &c. may be 
found in the fourteenth book of the Theodofian Code ; which exprefsly 
treats of the police of the great cities. See particularly the titles iii„ 
iv. xv. xvi. xvii. xxiv. The collateral teftimonies are produced in 
Godefroy’s Commentary, and it is needlefs to tranfcribe them. Ac- 
cording to a law of Theodofius, which appreciates in money the mili- 
tary allowance, a piece of gold (eleven fiiillings) was equivalent to 
eighty pounds of bacon, or to eighty pounds of oil, or to twelve modii 
(or pecks) of fait (Cod. Theod. 1 . viii. tit. iv. leg. 17.). This equation, 
compared with another of leventy pounds of bacon for an amphora 
(Cod. Theod. 1 . xiv. tit. iv. leg. 4.), fixes the price of wine at about 
fixteen-pence the gallon, 

10 a great 
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a great number of ovens was conftnnSfced and c HAP. 
maintained at the public expence ; and at the , XXXL t 
appointed hour, each citizen, who was furniflied 
with a ticket, afcended the flight of fteps, which 
had been afligned to his peculiar quarter ordivi- 
fion, and received, either as a gift, or at a very 
low price, a loaf of bread of the weight of three 
pounds for the life of his family. II. The fo- 
reft of Lucania, whofe acorns fattened large 
droves of wild hogs s? , afforded, as a fpecies of 
tribute, a plentiful fupply of cheap and whole- 
fome meat. During five months of the year, a 
regular allowance of bacon was diflributed to the 
poorer citizens ; and the annual confumption of 
the capital, at a time when it was much declined 
from its former lull re, was afcertained by an 
edi6t of Valentinian the Third, at three millions 
fix hundred and twenty-eight thoufand pounds S4 . 

III. In the manners of antiquity, the ufe of oil 
was indifpenfable for the lamp, as well as for 
the bath; and the annual tax, which was im- 
pofed on Africa for the benefit of Rome, 
amounted to the weight of three millions of 
pounds, to the meafure, perhaps, of three hun- 
dred thoufand Englifli gallons. IV. The anxiety 
of Auguftus to provide the metropolis with fuffi- 

55 The anonymous author of the Defcription of the World (p. 14.) 
iu tom. iii. Geograph. Minor, Hudfon) obferves of Lucania, in his 
barbarous Latin, Regio obtima, et ipfa omnibus habundans, et lardum 
multum foras emittit. Propter quod eft iu montibus, cujus asfcatn 
animalium variam, &c. 

54 See Novell, ad caleem Cod. Theod. D. Valent. 1 . i. tit. xv. Thi# 
law was publifhed at Rome, June the 39th, A. D. 453. 
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chap, cient plenty of corn, was not extended beyond that 
, x ™‘, neceffary article of human fubfiftence ; and when 
the popular clamour accufed the dearnefs and 
fcarcity of wine, a proclamation was ifiued, by 
the grave reformer, to remind his fubjects, that 
no man could reasonably complain of third, fince 
the aquedudts of Agrippa had introduced into 
the city fo many copious dreams of pure and 
falubrious water 5 s . This rigid fobriety was 

infenfibly relaxed ; and although the generous 
defign of Aurelian 56 does not appear to have 
been executed in its full extent, the ufe of wine 
was allowed on very eafy and liberal terms. 
The adminidration of the public cellars was 
delegated to a magidrate of honourable rank j 
and a conliderable part of the vintage of Cam- 
pania was referved for the fortunate inhabitants 
of Rome. 

Ufe of the The dupendous aquedudts, fo j udly celebrated 
bat? ^7 the praifes of Augudus himfelf, replenilhed 
the Thermal, ov baths, which had been condrudted 
in every part of the city, with Imperial magnifi- 
cence. The baths of Antoninus Caracalla, which 
were open, at dated hours, for the indifcriminate 
fervice of the fenators and the people, contained 
above fixteen hundred feats of marble ; and more 

55 Sueton. in Auguft. c. 4a. The utmoft debauch of the Emperor 
himfelf, in his favourite •wane of Khaetia, never exceeded a fextarius 
(an Englilh pint). Id. c.77. Torrentius ad Loc. and Arbuthnot’s 
Tables, p. 86. 

50 His defign was to plant vineyards along the fea-coaft of Hetruria 
(Vopifcus, in Hift. Auguft. p. 235.); the dreary, unwholfome, uncul- 
tivated Maremme of modern Tufcany. 

than 
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than three thoufand were reckoned in the baths c H A p. 
of Diocletian 57 . The walls of the lofty apart- t XXXI> j 
lnents were covered with curious mofaics, that 
imitated the art of the pencil in the elegance 
of defign, and the variety of colours. The 
Egyptian granite was beautifully incrufted with 
the precious green marble of Numidia ; the 
perpetual ft ream of hot water was poured into 
the capacious bafons, through fo many wide 
mouths of bright and maffy filver ; and the 
meaneft Roman could purchafe, with a fmall 
copper coin, the daily enjoyment of a fcene 
of pomp and luxury, which might excite the 
envy of the kings of Afia sS . Erom thefe 
ftately palaces ilfued a fwarm of dirty and rag- 
ged plebeians, without flioes, and without 
a mantle ; who loitered away whole days in 
the ftreet or Forum, to hear news, and to 
hold difputes ; who diflipated, in extravagant 
gaming, the miferable pittance of their wives 
and children ; and fpent the hours of the night 
in obfcure taverns, and brothels, in the indul- 
gence of grofs and vulgar fenfuality 59 . 

57 Olympiodor. apud Phot. p. 197. 

58 Seneca (epiftol. lxxxvi.) compares the baths of Scipio Africanus, 
at his villa of Liternum, with the magnificence (which was continually 
increafing) of the public baths of Rome, long before the ftately 
Thermae of Antoninus and Diocletian were ereited. The quadrans 
paid for admiffion was the quarter of the as, about one-eight of an 
Englifh penny. 

59 Ammianus (1. xiv. c. 6. andl. xxviii. c.4.) after defcribing the 
luxury and pride of the nobles of Rome, expofes, with equal indigna- 
tion, the vices and follies of the common people. 
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chap. But the naoft lively and fplendid amufemenfc 
^ XXXL , 0 f | .fo e idle multitude, depended on the frequent 
Gamesand exhibition of public games and fpe6tacles. The 
fpe&acies. piety o f Chriflian princes had fuppreffed the 
inhuman combats of gladiators ; but the Roman 
people ftill conlidered the Circus as their home, 
their temple, and the feat of the republic. The 
impatient crowd rulhed at the dawn of day to 
fecure their places, and there were many who 
palled a fleeplefs and anxious nightin tlieadjacent 
porticos. From the morning to the evening, 
carelefs of the fun, or of the rain, the fpedtators, 
who fometimes amounted to the number of four 
hundred thoufand, remained in eager attention ; 
their eyes fixed on the borfes and charioteers, 
their minds agitated with hope and fear, for the 
fuccefs of the colours which they efpoufed : and 
the happinefs of Rome appeared to hang on the 
event of a race 60 . The fame immoderate ardour 
inlpired their clamours, and their applaufe, as 
often as they were entertained with the hunting 
of wild bealts, and the various modes of theatrical 
reprefentation. Thefe reprefentations in modern 
capitals may deferve to be conlidered as a pure 
and elegant fchool of talle, and perhaps of 
virtue. But the Tragic and Comic Mufe of the 

Ca Juvenal. Satir. xi. 191, &c. The exprelfions of the hiftorian Am- 
mianus are not lefs ftrong and animated than thofe of the fatirift ; and 
both the one and the other painted from the life. The numbers which 
the great Circus was capable of receiving} are taken from the original 
Notitia: of the city. The differences between them prove that they did 
not tranfcribe each other ; but the fum may appear incredible, though 
the country on thefe occafions flocked to the city. 


Romans, 
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Romans, who feldom afpired beyond the imita- c h a p, 
tion of Attic genius* 1 , had been almoffc totally XXXI - . 
filent fince the fall of the republic 6 *; and their 
place was unworthily occupied by licentious 
farce, effeminate mufic, and fplendid pageantry. 

The pantomimes 6 -% who maintained their repu- 
tation from the age of Auguftus to the fixth cen- 
tury, expreffed without the ufe of words, the 
various fables of the gods and heroes of antiquity 5 
and the perfection of their art, which fometimes 
difarmed the gravity of the philofopher, always 
excited the applaufe and w r onder of the people. 

The vail and magnificent theatres of Rome were 
filled by three thoufand female dancers, and by 
three thoufand fingers, with the matters of the 
refpeCtive choruffes. Such was the popular 
favour which they enjoyed, that, in a time of 
fcarcity, when all ftrangers were banifhed from 
the city, the merit of contributing to the public 

f>l Sometimes indeed they compofed original pieces. 

Velligia Graeca 

Aufi deferere et celebrare domeftica fa<fta. 

Horat. Epiftol. ad Pifones, *85. and the learned, though perplexed, 
note of Dacier, who might have allowed the name of tragedies to the 
Brutus and the Deems of Pacuvius, or to the Cato of Maternus. 

The Ottawa, aferibed to one of the Senecas, ftill remains a very un- 
favourable fpecimen of Roman tragedy. 

62 In the time of Quintilian and Pliny, a tragic poet was reduced 
to the imperfeft method of hiring a great room, and reading his play 
to the company, whom he invited for that purpofe (See Dialog, de 
Oratoribus, c. 9. ix. and Plin. Epiftol. vii. 17.). 

63 See the Dialogue of Lucian, entitled, De Saltatione, tom. ii. 
p. 265 — 317. edit. Reitz. The pantomimes obtained the honourable 
name of %Hgoo-o<po» ; and it was required that they Humid be conver- 
fant with almoft every art and fcience. Barette (in the Memoires de 
!’ Academic des Infcriptions, tom. i. p. 12,7, & c.) has given a fhort hif- 
tory of the art of pantomimes. 

pleafures 
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c h A P. pleafures exempted them from a law, which was 
xxxi. ftn6lly executed again ft the profelfors of the 
liberal arts 64 . 

Popuiouf- Jt is faid, that the foolifh curiofity of Elaga- 
iSral balas attempted to difcover, from the quantity of 
fpiders webs, the number of the inhabitants of 
Rome. A more rational method of enquiry 
might not have been un deferring of the attention 
of the wifeft princes, who could eafily have 
refolved a queilion fo important for the Roman 
government, and fo interefting to fucceeding 
ages. The births and deaths of the citizens were 
duly regiftered; and if any writer of antiquity had 
condefcended to mention the annual amount, or 
the common average, we might now produce 
1'ome fatisfadtory calculation, which would deftroy 
the extravagant affertions of critics, and perhaps 
confirm the modeft and probable conjedtures of 
philofophers 6s . The molt diligent refearches 
have colledted only the following circumftances j 
which, flight and imperfect as they are, may 
tend, in fome degree, to illuftrate the queftion of 
the populoufnefs of ancient Rome. I. When 
the capital of the empire was befieged by the 

X 4 Ammianus, I.xiv. c.6. He complains, with decent indignation, 
that the ilreets of Rome were filled with crowds of females, who might 
have given children to the ftate, but whole only occupation was to curl 
and drefs their hair, and jadtari volubilibus gyris, dum exprimunt 
innumera fimulacra, quae finxere fabulse theatrales. 

6S Lipfius (tom. iii. p. 423. de Magnitud. Romana, 1 . iii. c. 3.) and 
Ifaac Voffius (Obfervat.Var. p.a( 5 — 34.) have indulged ftrange dreams 
of four, or eight, or fourteen millions in Rome. Mr. Hume (Efiays, 
vol. i. p.450 — 457.), with admirable good fenfe and fcepticifm, 
betrays fome fecret difpofition to extenuate the populoufnefs of ancient 
times. 

Goths, 
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Goths, the circuit of the walls was accurately chap. 
meafured, by Ammonius, the mathematician, XXXI * 
who found it equal to twenty-one miles 66 . It ' v 
fliould not he forgotten that the form of the city 
was almoft that of a circle; the geometrical 
figure which is known to contain the largeft fpace 
within any given circumference. II. The archi- 
tect Vitruvius, who flouriilied in the Auguftan 
age, and whofe evidence, on this occafion, has 
peculiar weight and authority, obferves, that the 
innumerable habitations of the Roman people 
would have fpread themfelves far beyond the nar- 
row limits of the city ; and that the want of 
ground, which was probably contracted on every 
fide by gardens and villas, fuggefled the common, 
though inconvenient, practice of raifingthehoufes 
to a confiderable height in the air 67 . But the 
loftinefs of thefe buildings, which often confifted • 
of hafty work, and infufficient materials, was the 
caufe of frequent and fatal accidents ; and it was 
repeatedly enacted by Auguftus, as well as by 
Nero, that the height of private edifices within 
the walls of Rome, fliould not exceed the mea- 
fure of feventv feet from the ground 68 . III. 

Juvenal 

ee OIympiodor.ap.Phot. p. 197. See Fabricius, BibL Grsec. tom. ix. 
p. 400. 

67 In ea autem majeliate urbis, et civium inibaita frequentia innume- 
rabiles habitationes opus fuit explicare. Ergo cum recipere non poflet 
area plana tantam multitudinem in urbe, ad auxilium altitudinis sedi- 
ficiorum res ipfa coegit devenire. Vitruv. ii. 8. This pailage, which 
I owe to Voffius, is clear, llrong, and comprehenfive. 

68 The fucceffive teftimonies of Pliny, Ariflides, Claudian, Ruti- 
1 'ius, &c. prove the infufficiency of thefe reftridlive edidls. See Lipfius, 
de Magnitud. Romana, l.jii. c.4. 


Tabu- 
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chap. Juvenal 63 laments, as it fhould feem from his Own 
xxxi. experience, the hardflhips of the poorer citizens, 
to whom he addreffes the falutary advice of emi- 
grating, without delay, from the fin ok e of Rome, 
fmce they might purcbafe, in the little towns of 
Italy, a cheerful commodious dwelling, at the 
fame price which they annually paid for a dark 
and miferable lodging. Houfe-rent was there- 
fore immoderately dear : the rich acquired, at an 
enormous expence, the ground, which they 
covered with palaces and gardens ; but the body 
of the Roman people was crowded into a narrow 
fpaee ; and the different floors, and apartments, 
of the fame houfe, were divided, as it is ftill the 
cuflom of Paris, and other cities, among feveral 
families of plebeians. IV. The total number of 
houfes in the fourteen regions of the city, is 
accurately dated in the defcription of Rome, 
eompofed under the reign of'Theodofius, and they 
amountto forty-eightthoufand three hundred and 

— — Tabulata tibi jam tertia fumant 

Tu nefcis ; nam fi gradibus trepidatur ab imis 
Ultiinus ardebit, quem tegula Tola tuetur 
A pluvia. 

Juvenal. Satir. iii. 199. 

69 Read the whole third fatire, but particularly x66. 223, &c. The 
defcription of a crowded infulcr, or lodging- houfe, in Petronius 
(c. 95. 97.), perfectly tallies with the complaints of Juvenal ; and we 
learn from legal authority, that in the time of Auguftus (Heinneccius, 
Hift. Juris Roman, c.iv. p. 18 1.)> the ordinary rent of the feveral 
ccenacuki , or apartments of an infula, annually produced forty thou- 
fand fefterces, between three and four hundred pounds fterling 
(Pandeft. 1 . xix. tit. ii. N 3 30.) 5 a iiim which proves at once the large 
extent, and high value, of tliofe common buildings. 
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eighty-two 70 . The two claffes of domus and of chap. 
injulw, into which they are divided, include all , X ^ XI ‘ , 
the habitations of the capital, of every rank and 
condition, from the marble palace of the Anicii, 
with a numerous eftablilhment of freedmen and 
llaves, to the lofty and narrow lodging-houfe, 
where the poet Codrus, and his wife, were per- 
mitted to hire a wretched garret immediately 7 - 
under the tiles. If we adopt the fame average, 
which, under fimilar circumftances, has been 
found applicable to Paris 71 , and indifferently 
allow about twenty-five perfons for each houfe, 
of every degree, we may fairly eftimate the inha- 
bitants of Pome at twelve hundred thoufand : a 


number which cannot be thought exceffive for 
the capital of a mighty empire, though it exceeds 
the populoufnefs of the greateft cities of modern 
Europe 7a . 

Such was the Hate of Rome under the reign of M fiege 
Honorius; at the time when the Gothic army by^T* 
formed the fiege, or rather the blockade, of the Goths, 

By a lkilful difpolition of his numerous A,r> * 402 * 
forces. 


city 7 


70 This fura total is compofedof 1780 damns, or great houfes, of 
46,60a infulee, or plebeian habitations . (fee Nardini, Roma Antica, 
1. iii. p. 88.) ; and thefe numbers are afeertained by the agreement of 
the texts of the different Notifies. Nardini, 1 . viii. p. 498. 500. 

7 ‘ See that accurate writer M.de Meffance, Recherches fur la Popu- 
lation, p.175 — '187. From probable, or certain grounds, he affigns 
to Paris 33,565 houfes, 71,114 families, and .£76,630 inhabitants. 

7 3 Th is c amputation is not very different from that which M. Brotier, 
the laft editor of Tacitus (tom. ii. p. 380.), has affumed from fimilar 
principles ; though he feems to aim at a degree of precifion, which it 
is neither poffible nor important to obtain. 

73 For the events of the firlt fiege of Rome, which are often con- 
founded with thofe of the fecond and third, fee Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 350 
VOL. V. V —354* 
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c h A P. forces, who impatiently watched the moment of 
xxxL an aifault, Alaric encompaffed the walls, com- 
manded the twelve principal gates, intercepted 
all communication with the adjacent country, 
and vigilantly guarded the navigation of the 
Tyber, from which the Romans derived the fu reft 
and molt plentiful fupply of provifions. The 
firll emotions of the nobles, and of the people, , 
were thofe of furprife and indignation , that a vile 
Barbarian fhould dare to infult the capital of the 
world : but their arrogance was foon humbled 
by misfortune *, and their unmanly rage, indead 
of being directed againd an enemy in arms, was 
meanly exercifed on a defen cel efs and innocent 
vidtim. Perhaps in the perfon of Serena, the 
Romans might have refpedted th e niece of Theo- 
dolius, the aunt, nay even the adoptive mother, 
of the reigning Emperor: but they abhorred the 
widow of Stilichb ; and they liftened with cre- 
dulous palfion to the tale of calumny, which 
accufedher of maintaining a fecret and criminal 
correfpondence with the Gothic invader. Adtu- 
ated, or overawed, by the fame popular frenzy, 
the fenate, without requiring any evidence of her 
guilt, pronounced the fentence of her death. 
Serena was ignominioufiy drangled ; and the 
infatuated multitude were adonilhed to find, that 
this cruel a dfc of injudice did not immediately 
produce the retreat of the Barbarians, and the 

•Famine, deliverance of the city. That unfortunate city 

— 354 - Sozomen, 1 . ix. c.6. Olympiodorus, ap. Phot. p. 180. 
Philoftorgius, 1. xii. c.3. and Godefroy, Difiertat. p.467— -475. 
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gradually experienced the diltrefs of fear city, and chap. 
at length the horrid calamities of famine. The , XX > X1, j 
daily allowance of three pounds of bread was 
reduced to one-half, to one-third, to nothing ; 
and the price of corn Rill continued to rife in a 
rapid and extravagant proportion. The poorer 
citizens, who were unable to purchafe the neccf- 
faries of life, folicited the precarious charity of 
the rich ; and for a while the public mifery was 
alleviated by the humanity of Lseta, the widow • 
of the Emperor Gratian, who had fixed her refi- 
dence at Rome, and confecrafced to the ufe of 
the indigent, the princely revenue, which file 
annually received from the grateful fuccefiors of 
her hulband 74 . But thefe private and temporary 
donatives were infufiicient to appeafe the hunger 
of a numerous people; and the progrefs of famine 
invaded the marble palaces of the lenators them- 
felves. The perl bus of both Texes, who had been 
educated in the enjoyment of eafe and luxury, 
difeovered how little is requifite to fupply the 
demands of nature ; and laviihed their unavailing 
treasures' of gold and filver, to obtain the,coarfe 
and fcanty fiiftenance which they would for- 
merly have rejected with difdain. The food 
the moll repugnant to fenfe or imagination, the 
aliments the mod unwholefome and pernicious 
to the cenftitntion, .were eagerly devoured, and 
fiercely dilputed, by the rage of hunger. A dark 
fufpicion was entertained, that Tome defperate 

* 4 The mother of Lseta was named PifTumena. tier father, family, 
and country, are unknown. Ducange, Farm Bvzantin. p. 59. 
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wretches fed on the bodies of their fellow-crea- 
tures, whom they had fecretly murdered ; and 
even mothers (fuch was the horrid conflict of the 
two moil powerful inftin&s implanted by nature 
in the human breaft), even mothers are faid to 
have tatted the flefh of their flaughtered infants 75 ! 
Many thoufands of the inhabitants of Rome ex- 
pired in their houfes, or in the ftreets, for want 
offuftenance ; and as the public fepulchres with- 
out the walls were in the power of the enemy, 
the itench, which arofe from fo many putrid and 
unburied carcaffes, infedted the air j and the 
miferies of famine were fucceeded and aggravated 
by the contagion of a peftilential difeafe. The 
aflurances of fpeedy and effe&ual relief, which 
were repeatedly tranfmitted from the court of 
Ravenna, fupported, for fome time, the fainting 
refolution of the Romans, till at lengththe defpair 
of any human aid tempted them to accept the 
offers of a preternatural deliverance. Pompei- 
aniis, prefect of the city, had been perfuaded, 
by the art or fanaticifm of fome Tufcan diviners, 
that, by the myfterious force of fpells and facri- 
fices, tliey could extra6t the lightening from the 
clouds, and point thofe celeftial fires againft the 

75 Ad nefandos cibos erupit efurientium rabies, et fua invicem 
membra laniarunt, dum mater non parcit la&enti infamise ; et recipit 
utero, quern paulld ante effuderat. Jerom ad Principiam, tom. i. p. iar. 
The fame horrid circumltance is likewife told of the fieges of Jerufalem 
and Paris. For the latter, compare the tenth book of the Tlenriade, 
and the Journal de Henri IV. tom.i. p.47 — 83.; and obferve that a 
plain narrative of fads is much more pathetic, than the moll laboured 
defcriptions of epic poetry. 
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camp of the Barbarians 76 . The important fecret chap, 
was communicated to Innocent, the Bifhop of , XX ^ XL , 
Home ; and the fucceffor of St. Peter is accufed, 
perhaps without foundation, of preferring the; 
fafety of the republic to the rigid fe verity of the 
Chriftian worfliip. But when the queftion was 
agitated in the fenate $ when it was propofed, as 
an effential condition, that thofe facrifices fhould 
be performed in the Capitol, by the authority, 
and in the prefence of the magiftrates ; the ma- 
jority of that refpe6table affembly, apprehenlive 
either of the Divine, or of the Imperial, dilplea- 
fure, refufed to join in an a6t, which appeared 
almoft equivalent to the public reftoration of 
Paganifm 77 . 

The laft refource of the Romans was in the Akric ac- 
clemency, or at lead in the moderation, of the 

raifesthe 

76 Zofimus (l.y. p. 3$5> 35^0 fpe^ks of thefe ceremonies, like a 

Greek unacquainted with the national fuperlKtion of Rome and Tuf- 4 ° 9 * 

cany. I.fufpetft, that they conlifted of two parts, the fecret, and the 
public ; the former were probably an imitation of the arts and fpells, 
by which Numa had drawn down Jupiter and his thunder on Mount 
Aventine. 

. Quid agant laqueis, quse carraina dicant 

Quaque trahant fuperis fedibus arte Jovem 
Scire nefas homini. 

The ancilich or fhields of Mars, the pignora Imperii, which were carried 
in folemn proceffion on the calends of March, derived their origin from 
this myfterious event (Ovid. Faft. iii. 459 — 398.). It was probably 
defigned to revive this ancient feftival, which had been fupprefled by 
Theodofius. In that cafe, we recover a chronological date (March 
the xft, A. D. 409.) which has not hitherto been obferved. 

77 Sozomen ( 1 . ix. c. 6.) infinuates, that the experiment was adiually, 
though unfuccefsfullymade; but he does not mention the name of Inno- 
cent : and Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. x. p. 645.) is determined not 
to believe, that a pope could be guilty of fuch impious condefcenfion. 
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chap. King of the Goths. The fenate, who in this 
, xxxi.^ emer g ellC y affumed the fupreme powers of go- 
vernment, appointed two ambaRadors to nego- 
eiate with the enemy. This important trail was 
delegated to Balilius, a fenator, of Spanilli 
extraction, and already conlpicuous in the admi- 
nillration of provinces ; and to John, the firll 
tribune of the notaries, who was peculiarly qua- 
lified, by his dexterity in bullnefs, as well as by 
his foraer intimacy with the Gothic prince. When 
they were introduced into his prefence, they 
declared, perhaps in a more lofty ftyle than 
became their abjeCt condition, that the Romans 
were refolved to maintain their dignity, either in 
peace or war ; and that, if Alaric refufed them a 
fair and honourable capitulation, he might found 
his trumpets, and prepare to give battle to an 
innumerable people, exercifedin arms, and ani- 
mated by defpair. “ The thicker the hay, the 
“ eafier it is mowed,” was the concife reply of the 
Barbarian ; and this rultic metaphor was accom- 
panied by a loud and infulting laugh, expreffive 
of his contempt for the menaces of an unwarlike 
populace, enervated by luxury before they were 
emaciated by famine. He then condefcended to 
fix the ranfom, which he would accept as the 
price of his retreat from the walls of Roipe; all 
the gold and filver in the city, whether it were 
the property of the Rate, or of individuals ; all 
the rich and precious moveables ; and all the 
Raves who could prove their title to the name of 
Barbarians. The miniRers of the fenate pre- 

filmed, 
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fumed to alk, in a modeil and fuppliant tone, chap. 
“ If fuch, O King 1 are your demands, what do , , 

<c you intend to leave us ?” “ Your lives 
replied the haughty conqueror : they trembled, 
and retired. Yet before they retired, a fhort fuf- 
penlion of arms was granted, which allowed fome 
time for a more temporate negotiation. The 
Hern features of Alaric were inlenfibly relaxed; 
he abated much of the rigour of his terms ; and 
at length confented to raife the liege, on the im- 
mediate payment of live thoufand pounds of gold, 
of thirty thoufand pounds of filver, of four thou- 
fand robes of lilk, of three thoufand pieces of 
line fcarlet cloth, and of three thoufand pounds 
weight of pepper 78 . But the public treafury was 
exhaulled ; the annual rents of the great eftates 
in Italy and the provinces, were intercepted by 
the calamities of war ; the gold and gems had 
been exchanged during the famine, for the vileft 
fuftenance ; the hoards df fecret wealth were Hill 
concealed by the obltinacy of avarice ; and fome 
remains of confecrated fpoils afforded the only 
refource that could avert the impending ruin of 
the city. As foon as the Romans had fatisfied 
the rapacious demands of Alaric, they were re- 
Itored, in fome meafure, to the enjoyment of 

,8 Pepper was a favourite ingredient of the molt expeniive Roman 
cookery, and the beft fort commonly fold for fifteen denarii, or ten 
fhillings, the pound. See Pliny, Hilt. Natur. xii. 14. It was brought 
from India ; and the fame country, th'e coaft of Malabar, ftill affords 
the greateft plenty : but the improvement of trade and navigation has 
multiplied the quantity, and reduced the price. See Hiftoire Politique 
et Philofophique, &c. tom. i. p. 457. 

^ 4 
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peace and plenty. Several of the gates were 
cautioufly opened ; the importation of provilions 
from the river, and the adjacent country, was no 
longer obftru6ted by the Goths; the citizens 
reforted in crowds to the free market, which was 
held during three days . in the fuburbs ; and 
while the merchants who undertook the gainful 
trade, made a confiderable profit, the future fub- 
iiftence of the city was fecured by the ample 
magazines which were depolited in the public and 
private granaries. A more regular difcipline, 
than could have been expected, was maintained 
in the camp of Alaric ; and the wife Barbarian 
jufiified his regard for the faith of treaties, by the 
juft feverity with which he chaftifed a party of 
licentious Goths, who had infulted fome Roman 
citizens on the road to Oftia. His army, en- 
riched by the contributions of the capital, flowly 
advanced into the fair and fruitful province of 
Tufcany, where he propofed to eftablifh his win- 
ter-quarters ; and the Gothic ftandard became 
the refuge of forty thoufand Barbarian flaves, 
who had broke their chains, and afpired, under 
the command of their great deliverer, to revenge 
the injuries, and the difgrace, of their cruel fer- 
vitude. About the fame time, he received a 
more honourable reinforcement of Goths and 
Huns, whom Adolphus 79 , the brother of his wife, 

79 This Gothic chieftain is called, by Jomandes and lfidore, AtbciuU 
phus j by Zofirxrus and Orofius, Ataulphus ; and by Olympiodorus, 
Adaoulphus. I have ufed the celebrated name of Adolphus , which 
feems to be authorifed by the practice of the Swedes, the fons or 
brothers of the ancient Goths. 
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had conducted,., at his preffing invitation, from c H A P. 
the banks of the Danube to thofe of the Tyber, , X ^ XL , 
and who had cut their way, with forae difficulty 
and lofs, through the fuperior numbers of the 
Imperial troops. A victorious leader, who united 
the daring fpirit of a Barbarian with the art and 
difcipline of a Homan general, was at the head 
of an hundred thoufand fighting men ; and Italy 
pronounced, with terror and refpeCt, the formi- 
dable name of Alaric 80 . 

At the diflance of fourteen centuries, we may Fmitiefs 
be fatisfied with relating the military exploits of 
the conquerors of Rome, without prefuming to peace) 
invefligate the motives of their political conduct. A.D.409* 
In the midft of his apparent profperity, Alaric 
was confcious, perhaps, of fome fecret weaknefs, 
fome internal defeCl ; or perhaps the moderation 
which he difplayed, was intended only to deceive 
and difarm the eafy credulity of the minifters of 
Honorius. The King of the Goths repeatedly 
declared, that it was his defire to be considered 
as the friend of peace, and of the Romans. Three 
fenators, at his earnefl re quell, were fent ambaf- 
fadors to the court of Ravenna, to folicit the 
exchange of holtages, and the conclufion of the 
treaty ; and the propofals, which he more clearly 
expreffed during the courfe of the negociations, 
could only infpire a doubt of his lincerity, as 
they might feem inadequate to the Hate of his 
fortune. The Barbarian Hill afpired to the rank 

So The treaty between Alaric and the Romansj &c. is taken from 
Zofimus, l.v. p. 354, 355. 358, 359. 36a, 363. The additional cir* 
cumftances are too few and trifling to require any pther quotation. 

of 
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chap, of matter-general of the armies of the Weft ; he* 

, XXXI 1, stipulated an annual fubfidy of corn and money ; 

and he chofe the provinces of Dalmatia, Nori- 
cum, and Venetia, for the feat of his new king- 
dom, which would have commanded the import- 
ant communication between Italy and the Da- 
nube. If thefe model! terms ftiould be rejected, 
Alaric fhewed a difpofition to relinquilli his pe- 
cuniary demands, and even to content himfelf 
with the potteffion of Noricum ; an exhaufted 
and impoverittied country, perpetually expofed 
to the inroads of the Barbarians of Germany Sr . 
But the hopes of peace were difappointed by the 
weak obftinacy, or interefted views, of the mini- 
fter Olympius. Without liftening to the falutary 
remonftrances of the fenate, he difmiffed their 
ambaffadors under the condudt of a military 
efcort, too numerous for a retinue of honour, and 
too feeble for an army of defence. Six thoufand 
Dalmatians, the flower of the Imperial legions, 
were ordered to march from Ilavenna to Borne, 
through an open country, which was occupied 
by the formidable myriads of the Barbarians. 
Thefe brave legionaries, encompafled and be- 
trayed, fell a facrifice to mmifterial folly ; 
their general, Yalens, with an hundred folciiers, 
efcaped from the field of battle ; and one of the 
ambafladors, who could no longer claim the pro- 
tection of the law of nations, was obliged to pur- 
chafe his freedom with a ranfom of thirty 
thoufand pieces of gold. Yet Alaric, inftead of 
refen ting this a 61 of impotent hoftility, imme- 

SI Zofimus, I. v. p. 367, 368, 369. 

diately 
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diately renewed his propofals of peace ; and the chap. 
fecond embaffy of the Roman fenate, which de- t XX ^ XL , 
rived weight and dignity from the prefence of 
Innocent, Bilhop of the city, was guarded from 
the dangers of the road by a detachment of 
Gothic Toldiers Sa . 

Olympius 83 might have continued to infiilt Change 
the juft refentment of a people, who loudly 
accufed him as the author of the public calami- minifters. 
ties ; but his power was undermined by the fecret 
intrigues of the palace. The favourite eunuchs 
transferred the government of Honorius, and the 
empire, to Jovius, the Praetorian prsefedt ; an 
unworthy fervant, who did not atone, by the 
merit of perfonal attachment, for the errors and 
misfortunes of his adminiftration. The exile, or 
efcape, of the guilty Olympius, referved him for 
more viciffitudes of fortune : he experienced the 
adventures of an obfcure and wandering life 5 
he again rofe to power ; he fell a fecond time 
into dilgrace ; his ears were cut off ; he expired 
under the lafh ; and his ignominious death 
afforded a grateful fpedtacle to the friends of 
Stilicho. After the removal of Olympius, whofe 
character was deeply tainted with religious fana- 
ticifm, the Pagans and heretics were delivered 
from the impolitic profcription, which excluded 
th em from the dignities of the ftate. The brave 

82 Zofimus, I. v. p. 3601361* 262. The bifhop, by remaining at 
Ravenna, efcaped the impending calamities of the city. Orofius, l.vii, 
c. 39 * P* 573 - 

83 For the adventures of Olympius, and his fucceffors in the- 
miniftry, fee Zofimus, I. y. p.36,3.365,366, and Olympiodor. ap. 
fhot. p. 180, 18 r, 
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chap. Gennerid \ a foldier of Barbarian, origin, who 
XXXI - ? ftill adhered to the worfhip of his anceltors, had 
been obliged to lay alide the military belt : and 
though he was repeatedly affured by the Emperor 
himfelf, that laws were not made for perfons of 
his rank or merit, he refufed to accept any par- 
tial difpenfation, and perfevered in honourable 
difgrace, till he had extorted a general adt of 
jultice from the di'ftrefs of the Roman govern- 
ment. The conduct of Gennerid, in the import- 
ant Hation , to which he w v as promoted or reftored, 
of matter-general of Dalmatia, Pannonia, Nori- 
cum, and Rhaetia, feemed to revive the difcipline - 
and fpirit of the republic. Prom a life of idlenefs 
and want, his troops were foon habituated to 
fevers exercife, and plentiful fubfiftence ; and his 
private generofity often fupplied the rewards, 
which were denied by the avarice, or poverty, 
of the court of Ravenna. The valour of Gen. 
nerid, formidable to the adjacent Barbarians, was 
the firmed bulwark of the Illyrian frontier; and 
his vigilant care affifted the empire with a rein- 
forcement of ten thoufand Huns, who arrived 
on the coniines of Italy, attended by fuch a con- 
voy of provilions, and fuch a numerous train of 
Iheep and oxen, as might have been fufficient, 
not only for the march of an army, but for the 
fettiement of a colony. But the court and conn- 

84 Zofimus (I. v. p. 364.) relates this circumftance with vifible com- 
placency, and celebrates the character of Gennerid as the laft glory of 
expiring paganifm. Very different were the fentiments of the council 
of Carthage, who deputed four bifhops to the court of Ravenna, to 
complain of the law, which had been juft enaded, that all converfions 
to Chriftianity fliould be free and voluntary. See Baronius, Anna!'. 
Ecclef. A. D. 409. N° s%. A. D. 410. N° 47, 48. 
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cils of Honorius Hill remained a fcene of weak- cha P. 
siefs and diftra£tion, of corruption and anarchy. , XXXL , 
Inftigated by the prsefedt Jovius, the guards rofe 
in furious mutiny, and demanded the heads of 
two generals, and of the two principal eunuchs. 

The generals, under a perfidious promife of 
lafety, were fent on fliip-board, and privately 6xe-» 
cuted ; while the favour of the eunuchs procured 
them a mild and fecure exile at Milan and Con-- 
ftantinople. Eufebius the eunuch, and the Bar- 
barian Allobich, fucceeded to the command of 
the bedchamber and of the guards ; and the mu- 
tual jealoufy of thefe fubordinate m milters was 
the caufe of their mutual deft ruction. By the 
infolent order of the count of the domeftics, the 
great chamberlain was lhamefully beaten to death s 
with flicks, before the eyes of the allonifhed 
Emperor; and the fubfequent affaftination of 
Allobich, in the mklft of a public proceflion, is 
the only circumftance of his life, in which Hono- 
rius difcovered the fainteft fymptom of courage 
or refentment. Yet before they fell, Eufebius 
and Allobich had contributed their part to the 
ruin of the empire, by oppofing the conclufion 
of a treaty which Jovius, from a feififb, and per- 
haps a criminal, motive, had negociated with 
Alaric in a perfonal interview under the walls of 
Rimini. During the abfence of Jovius, the Em- 
peror was perfuaded to afiume a lofty tone of 
inflexible dignity, fuch as neither his fituation; 
nor his character, could enable him to fupport : 
and a letter, figned with- the name of Honorius, 
was immediately dilpatched to the Praetorian 

praefe6t. 
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c h A P. praefeCt, granting him a free permiffion to difr 
XXXL pole of the public money, but fternly refilling to 
r ^ J proftitute the military honours of Rome to the 
proud demands of a Barbarian. This letter was 
imprudently communicated to Alaric himfelf; 
and the Goth, who in the whole tranfa&ion had 
behaved with temper and decency, exprelfed, in 
the molt outrageous language, his lively fenfe of 
the inful t fo wantonly offered to his perfon, and 
to his nation. The conference of Rimini was 
haltiiy interrupted; and the prmfedt Jovius, on 
his return to Ravenna, was compelled to adopt, 
and even to encourage, the falhionable opinions 
of the court. By his advice and example, the 
principal officers of the Rate and army were 
obliged to fwear, that, without Hltening, in any 
circumllanceSj to any conditions of peace, they 
would Hill perlevere in perpetual and implacable 
war againlt the enemy of the republic. This 
ralh engagement oppofed an infuperable bar to 
all future negociation. The minifters of Hono- 
rius were heard to declare, that, if they had only 
invoked the name of the Deity, they would con- 
fult the public fafety, and trull their fouls to the 
mercy of Heaven ; but they had fvvorn, by the 
facred head of the Emperor himfelf; they had 
touched, in folemu ceremony, that augull leat of 
majelly and wifdom ; and the violation of their 
oath would expofe them to the temporal penalties 
offacrilege and rebellion^. 

While 

Bs Zofimus, l.v. p. 367, 368, 369. This cuftom of fwearing by 
the head, or life, or fafety, or genius, of the fovereign, was of the 

higheffc 
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While the Emperor and his court enjoyed, chap. 
with fullen pride, the fecurity of the marlhes and , XXXL | I 
fortifications of Ravenna, they abandoned Rome second 
almofi without defence, to the refentment of 
Alaric. Yet fuch was the moderation which he t i ie Goths, 
dill preferved, or affe6led, that, as he moved A.D.409. 
with his army along the Flaminian Way, he fuc- 
cefiively difpatched the bifliops of the towns of 
Italy to reiterate his offers of peace, and to con* 
jure the Emperor, that he would fave the city 
and its inhabitants from hoftile fire, and the 
fword of the Barbarians-. Thefe impending 
calamities were however averted, not indeed by 
the wifdom of Honorius, but by the prudence or 
humanity of the Gothic king ; who employed a 
milder, though notlefs effectual, method of con* 
quell. Inllead of affaulting the capital, he fuc- 
ceffively directed his efforts againfl the Port of 
Odia, one of the bolded and mod dupendous 
w r orks of Roman magnificence 87 . The accidents 

higheft antiquity, both in Egypt (Genefis, xlii. 15,) and Scythia. It 
was foon transferred, by flattery, to the Caefars ; and Tertullian com- 
plains, that it was the only oath which the Romans of his time affedted 
to reverence. See an elegant Diflertation of the Abbe Maflieu on 
the oaths of the Ancients, in the Mem. de l’Academie des Infcriptions, 
tom. i. p, 308, 309. 

86 Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 368, 369. I have foftened the expreffions of 
Alaric, who expatiates, in too florid a manner, on the hiftory of 
Rome. 

87 SeeSueton. in Claud, c, so. Dion Caflius, I, lx. p.949. edit. , 

Reimar, and the lively defcription of Juvenal, Satir. xii. 75, &c. In 
the fixteenth century, when the remains of this Auguftan port were 
ftill vifible, the antiquarians fetched the plan (fee D’Anville, Mem* 
de 1 ’ Academic des Infcriptions, tom.xxx. p. 198.), and declared, 
with enthufiafm, that all the monarchy of Europe would be unable to 
execute fo great a work (Bergier, Hift. des grands Chemins de* 

Remains, tom. ii, p. 356.). 
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. to which the precarious fubfiftence of the city 
was continually expofed in a winter navigation, 
and an open road, had fuggefled to the genius of 
the fil'd Caefar the ufeful tlefign, which was exe- 
? cuted under the reign of Claudius. The artificial 
moles which formed the narrow entrance, ad- 
vanced far into the fea, and firmly repelled the 
fury of the waves, while the largeft vefiels fe- 
curely rode at anchor within three deep and 
capacious bafons, which received the northern 
branch of the Tyber, about two miles from the an- 
cient colony of Oftia 83 . The Roman Por/ infen- 
fifelyfw oiled to the fize of an epifcopal city 89 , where 

88 .The QJlia Tyberina (fee Cluver, Italia Antiq. 1 . iii. p. 870 — 879.), 
in the plural number, the two mouths of the Tyber, were feparated 
by the Holy Ifland, an equilateral triangle, whole tides were each of 
them computed at about two miles. The colony of Oftia was founded 
immediately beyond the left, or fouthern, and, the Port immediately 
beyond the right, or northern, branch of the river ; and the diftance 
between their remains meafures fomething more ' than two miles on 
Cingolani’s map. In the time of Strabo, the fand and mud depolited 
by the Tyber, had choked the harbour of Oftia; theprogrefs of the 
fame caufe had added much to the fize of the Holy Ifland, and gra- 
dually left both Oftia and the Port at a confiderable diftance from the 
fhore. The dry channels (fiumi morti), and the large eftuaries 
(>Cbgno‘ di Ponente, de Levante), mark the. changes of the river, and 
the efforts of the fea. Confult, 'for the prefent ftate of this dreary and 
defolate tradl, the excellent map of the ecclefiaftical ftate by the ma- 
thematicians of Benedict XIV. ; an actual furvey of the Agro lio* 
mono, in fix fheets’, by Cingolani, which contains 113,819 rubbia 
(about y 70,000 acres) ; and the large topographical map of Ameti, 
in eight Iheets. 

80 As early as the third (Lardner’s Credibility of the Golpel, 
part ii. Yol.iii, p. 89 — 93.), or at leaft the fourth, century (Carol, a 
Santfto Paulo, Notit. Ecclef. p.47.), the port of Rome was an epif- 
copal city, which was demolilhed, as it lhould feem, in the ninth 
century, by. Pope Gregory IV. during the incurfions of the Arabs. 
It is now reduced to an inn, a church, and the houfe, or palace, of tire 
bilhop ; who ranks as one of fix cardinal bilhops of the Roman church. 
See Efchinard, Defcrizione di Roma et dell 5 Agro Romano, p. 338. 

the 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

the corn of Africa was depofited infpacious gra- 
naries for the ufe of the capital. As foon as 
Alaric was in polfeflion of that important place, 
lie fiimmoned the city to furrender at difcretion ; 
and his demands were enforced by the pofitive 
. declaration, that a refufal, or even a delay, fliould 
be inflantly followed by the deftrudtion of the 
magazines, on which the life of the Roman peo- 
ple depended. The clamours of that people, and 
the terror of famine, fubdued the pride of the 
fenate : they liftened, without reluctance, to the 
propofal of placing a newEmperor on the throne 
of the unworthy Honorius ; and the fufFrage of 
the Gothic conqueror bellowed the purple on 
Attalus, praefedt of the city. The grateful mo- 
narch immediately acknowledged his protestor as 
mailer-general of the armies of the Well ; Adol- 
phus, with the rank of count of the domellics, 
obtained the cullody of the perfon of Attalus ; 
and the two hollile nations feemed to be united 
in the clofeft bands of friendlliip and alliance 90 . 

The gates of the city were thrown open, and 
the new Emperor of the Romans, encompalfed on 
every fide by the Gothic arms, was conducted, in 
tumultuous proceffion, to the palace of Augultus 
and Trajan. After he had diftributed the civil 
and military dignities among his favourites and 
followers, Attalus convened an afiembly of the 
fenate ; before whom, in a formal and florid 
£peech, he afierted his refolution of reltoring the 

90 For the elevation of Attalus, confute Zofimus, 1 . vi. p. 377 — 380. 
Sozomen, 1 . ix. c. 8, 9. Olympiodor. ap.Phot, p.i8o> 181. Philoftorg-. 
1. xii. c. 3. and Godefroy, Diflertat, p. 470. 
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chap, majefty of the republic, and of uniting to the 

V XXXL , empire the provinces of Egypt and the Eaft, 
'which had once acknowledged the fovereignty 
of Rome. Such extravagant promifes infpired 
every reafonable citizen with a juft contempt for 
the charadter of an unwarlike ufurper 5 whofe 
elevation was the deepeft and moft ignominious 
wound which the republic had yet fuftained from 
the infolence of the Barbarians. But the popu- 
lace, with their ufual levity,' applauded the change 
of matters. The public difcontent was favour- 
able to the rival of Honorius ; and the fe6taries, 
oppreffed by hisperfecuting edidts, expected feme 
degree of countenance, or at leaft of toleration, 
from a prince, who, in his native country of 
Ionia, had been educated in the Pagan fuperfti- 
tion, and who had lince received the facrament 
of baptifm from the hands of an Arian billiop 9 V 
The fir ft days of the reign of Attains were fair 
and prolperous. An officer of confidence was fent 
with an inconfiderable body of troops to fecure 
the obedience of Africa: the greateft part of 
Italy fubmitted to the terror of th e Gothic powers 5 
and though the city of Bologna made a vigorous 
and effectual refiftanee, the people of Milan, 
diffatisfied perhaps with the abfence of Honorius, 
accepted, with loud acclamations, the choice of 
the Roman fenate. At the head of a formidable 
army, Alaric conduced his royal captive almoft 

51 We may admit the evidence of Sozomen for the Arian baptifm, 
and that of Philoltorgius for the Pagan , education, of Attalus. The 
vifible joy of Zofimus, and the difcontent which he imputes to the 
Anician family, are very unfavourable to the Chriftianity of the new 
Emperor. 

to 
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to the gates of Ravenna 5 and afolemn embatfy c H A H. 
of the principal minifters of Jovius, the Pr$- S XXXL ^ 
torian praefeCt, of Valens, mailer of the cavalry, 
and infantry, of the quseftor Potamus, and of 
Julian, the fed: of the notaries, was introduced* 
with martial pomp, into the Gothic camp. In 
the name of their fovereign, they confented to 
acknowledge the lawful election of his compe- 
titor, and to divide the provinces of Italy and 
the Weft between the two Emperors. Their 
propofals were rejected with difdain *, and the 
refufal was aggravated by the infulting clemency 
of Attalus, who condefcended to promife, that, 
if Honorius would inftantly refigu the purple, 
he feould be permitted to pafs the remainder 
of his life in the peaceful exile of feme remote 
ifland 9a . So defperate indeed did the fituation 
of the fon .of Theodofius appear, to thofe who 
were the heft acquainted with his ftrength and 
refources, that Jovius and Valens, his minifter 
and his general, betrayed their truft, infamoufly 
deferted the linking caufe of their benefactor, and 
devoted their treacherous allegiance to the fervice 
of his more fortunate rival. Altonilhed by fuch 
examples of domeltic treafon, Honorius trem- 
bled at the approach of every fervant, at the 
arrival of every melfenger. He dreaded the 
fecret enemies, who might lurk in his capi- 

\ ' \ 

92 He carried his infolence fo far, as to declare that k. fhould mutilate 
Honorius before he lent him into exile. But this alTertion of Zofimus,./ 
is deftroyed by the more impartial teftimony of Olympiodorus, who 
attributes the ungenerous propofal (which was abfolutely rejected by 
Attalus) to the bafenefs, and perhaps the treachery, of Jovius. 

tal. 
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c hap. tal, his palace, his hecl-chamber ; and fome 
. L . Ihips lay ready in the harbour of Ravenna, to 
tranfport the abdicated monarch to the domi- 
nions of his infant nephew, the Emperor of the 
Eaft. 

He is.de- But there is a Providence (fuch atleaft was the 
AlarS by opinion of the liiltorian Procopius 93 ) that watches 
A.D.416, over innocence and folly ; and the pretenfions of 
Honorius to its peculiar care cannot reafonably 
be difputed. At the moment when his delpair, 
incapable of any wife or manly refolution, medi- 
tated a fhameful flight, a feafonable reinforcement 
of four thoufand veterans unexpectedly landed in 
the port of Ravenna. To thefe valiant Itrangers, 
whofe fidelity had not been corrupted by the fac- 
tions of the court, he committed the walls and 
gates of the city ; and the {lumbers of the Empe- 
ror were no longer difturbed by the apprehenfion 
of imminent and internal danger. The favour- 
able intelligence which was received from Africa 
fuddenly changed the opinions of men, and the 
Hate of public affairs. The troops and officers, 
whom Attains had fent into that province, were 
defeated and flain ; and the active zeal of Hera- 
clian maintained his own allegiance, and that of 
his people. The faithful Count of Africa tranf- 
mitted a large fum of money, which fixed the 
attachment of the Imperial guards ; and his vigi- 
lance, in preventing the exportation of corn and 
oil, introduced famine, tumult, and difcontent, 
into the walls of Rome. The failure of the 


Procop. deBell. Vandal, l.i. c. 2 . 
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African expedition, was the fource of mutual CHAP, 
complaint and reclamation in the party of , XXXI * , 
Attalus; and the mind of his protestor was infen-* 
iibly alienated from the interest of a prince, who 
wanted fpirit to command, or docility to obey. 

The molt imprudent meafures were adopted, 
without the knowledge, or againft the advice, of 
Alaric ; and the obftinate refufal of the fen ate, to 
allow, in the embarkation, the mixture even 
of live hundred Goths, betrayed a fufpicious and 
diftruftful temper, which, in their fituation, was 
neither generous nor prudent. The refentment 
of the Gothic king was exsffperated by the mali- 
cious arts of Jovius, who had been raffed- to the 
rank of patrician, and who afterwards excufed 
his double perfidy, by declaring, without a blufli, 
that he had onl jfeemed to abandon the fervice of 
Honorius, more effectually to ruin the caufe of 
the ufurper. In a large plain near Rimini, and 
in the prefence of an innumerable multitude of 
Romans and Barbarians, the wretched Attalus 
was publicly defpoiled of tbe diadem and purple ; 
and thole enligns ef royalty were fentby Alaric, 
as the pledge of peace and friendfhip, to the Ion 
of Theodolius 94 . The officers who returned to 
their duty, were reinftated in their employments, 
and even the merit of a tardy repentance was 
gracioufly allowed ; but the degraded Emperor of 

9 * See the caufe and circumftances of the fall of Attalus in Zofimus, 
l.vi. p.380 — 383. Sozomen, i. ix c. 8. Philoftorg. 1 . xii. c. 3. The 
two a&s of indemnity in the Theodofian Code, 1 . ix. tit. xxxviii. leg. 
ix. which were publifhed the iath of February, and die 8th of 
Augnft, A. D.410, evidently relate to this ufurper. 
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chap, the Romans, defirous of life, and infenfible of 
, XXXL , difgrace, implored the permiffion of following the 
Gothic camp, in the train of a haughty and ca- 
pricious Barbarian 9S . 

. Third The degradation of Attalus removed the only 
Sfkof^ rea ^ °hdacle to the conclulion of the peace ; and 
Rome by Alaric advanced within three miles of Ravenna, 
P re ^ s i 1Te ^ ut i° n of the Imperial minifters, 
Aug.' 24. whofe infolence foon returned with the return of 
fortune. His indignation was kindled by the 
report, that a rival chieftain, that Sarus, the per- 
fonal enemy of Adolphus, and the hereditary foe 
of the houfe of Balti; had been received into the 
palace. At the head of three hundred followers, 
that fearlefs Barbarian immediately fallied from 
the gates of Ravenna ; furprifed, and cut in pieces, 
a conliderable body of Goths; re-entered the 
city in triumph ; and was permitted to infult his 
adverfary, by the voice of a herald, who publicly 
declared that the guilt of Alaric had for ever 
excluded him from thefriendfhip and alliance of 
the Emperor 96 . The crime and folly of the court 
•of Ravenna was expiated, a third time, by the 
calamities of Rome. The King of the Goths, 
who no longer diffembled his appetite for plun- 

95 In hoc, Akricus, hnperatore, fafto, infe&o, refecto, ac defecfto. 
. . . Mimum rifit, et ludum fpedavit imperii. Orofius, 1 . vii. 
c. 42. p.582. 

96 Zofimus, I.vi. p.384. Sozomen, 1 . ix. c. 9. Philoftorgius, I. xii. 
c. 3. In this place the text of Zofimus is mutilated, and we have loft 
the remainder of his fixth and laft book, which ended with the fack of 
Rome. Credulous and partial as he is, we muft take our leave of that 
hjftorian with fome regret. 

der 
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der and revenge, appeared in arms under the chap. 
walls of the capital 5 and the trembling fenate, XXXL , 
without any hopes of relief, prepared, by a def- 
perate refinance, to delay the ruin of their coun- 
try. But they were unable to guard againft the 
fecret confpiracy of their flaves and domefiics 5 
who, either from birth or intereft, were attached 
to the caufe of the enemy. At the hour of mid- 
night, the Salarian gate was filently opened, and 
the inhabitants were awakened by the tremendous 
found of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hundred 
and fixty-three years after the foundation of 
Rome, the Imperial city, which had fubdued and 
civilifed fo confiderable a part of mankind, was 
delivered to the licentious fury of the tribes of 
Germany and Scythia 97 . 

The proclamation of Alaric, when he forced his Refpeft of 
entrance into a vanquilhed city, difcovered, how- ®° ths 
ever, fome regard for the laws of humanity and cin-iftian 
religion. He encouraged his troops boldly to re % ion * 
feize the rewards of valour, and to enrich them- 
felves with the fpoils of a wealthy and effeminate 
people : but he exhorted them, at the fame time, 
to fpare the lives of the unrefifting citizens, and 

97 Adeft Alaricus, trepidam Romam obfidet, turbat, irrumpit. 

Orofius, !. vii. c. 39. p.573. He difpatches this great event in feven 
words ; but he employs whole pages in celebrating the devotion of the 
Goths. I have extracted, from an improbable ftory of Procopius, the 
circumftances which had an air of probability. Procop, de Bell. 

Vandal. l v i» c. ft. He fuppofes, that the city was furprifed while the 
fenators flept in the afternoon ; but Jerom, with more authority and 
more reafon, affirms, that it was in the night, nodle Moab capta eft ; 
no&e cecidit murus ejus, tom.i. p. ifti. ad Principiam. 

X 4 
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chap, to refpedt the churches of the apoltles St. Peter 

, XX ^ L , and St. Paul g as holy and inviolable fandtuaries. 
Amidft the horrors of a nocturnal tumult, feverrd 
of the Chriltian Goths difplayed the fervour of a 
recent con verfion; and fome inllances of their 
uncommon piety and moderation are related, and 
perhaps adorned, by the zeal of ecclefiaftical 
writers gS . While the Barbarians roamed through 
the city in quell of prey, the humble dwelling 
of an aged virgin, who had devoted her life to 
the fervice of the altar, was forced open by one 
of the powerful Goths. He immediately de- 
manded, though in civil language, all the gold and 
filver in her poffeffion ; and was aftonilhed at the 
readinefs with which the conducted him to a 
fplendid hoard of malTy plate, of the richell ma- 
terials, and the molt curious workmanfhip. .The 
Barbarian viewed with wonder and delight this 
valuable acquilition, till he was interrupted by 
a ferious admonition, addrelfed to him in the 
following words : <6 Thefe,” faid Ihe, <e are the 
<c confecrated velfels belonging to St. Peter : if 
<c you prefume to touch them, the lacrilegious 
es deed will remain on /your confcience. Por 
a my part, X dare not keep what I am unable to 

98 Orofius ( 1 . vii. c.39. p. 573~5 76.)' applauds the piety of the 
Chriftian Goths, ■without feeming to perceive that the greateft part of 
them were Arian heretics. Joraandes (c.30. p. 653.) and Ifidore of 
Seville (Chron. p. 714. edit. Grot.), who were both attached to the 
Gothic caufe, have repeated and embellifhed thefe edifying tales. 
According to Ifidore, Alaric himfelf was heard to fay, that he waged 
war with the Romans, and not with the apoltles. Such was the ftyle 
of the feventh century- ; two hundred years before the fame and merit 
had been afcribed, not to the apoftles, but to Chrift. 

cc defend.” 
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ee defend.” The Gothic captain, {truck with c H A P. 
reverential awe, difpatched a raeffenger to inform , XXXL , 
the King of the treafure which he had difcovered ; 
and received a peremptory order from Alaric, 
that all the confecrated plate and ornaments 
ihould be tranfported, without damage or delay, 
to the church of the apoftle. From the extre- 
mity, perhaps, of the Quirinal hill, to the diftant 
quarter of the Vatican, a numerous detachment 
of Goths, marching in order of battle through 
the principal ftreets, protected, with glittering 
arms, the long train of their devout compa- 
nions, who bore aloft, on their heads, the facred 
veffels of gold and lilver ; and the martial fhouts 
of the Barbarians were mingled with the found 
of religious pfalmody. From all the adjacent 
houfes, a crowd of Chriltians haftened to join this 
edifying proceffion; and a multitude of fugitives, 
without diftindtioii of age, or rank, or even of 
fedt, had the good fortune to efcape to the 
fecure and hofpitable fandluary of the Vatican. 

The learned work, concerning the City of God, 
was profeffedly compofed by St. Augufcin^ to 
juftify the ways of Providence in the dellrudtion 
of the Roman greatnefs. He celebrates, with 
peculiar fatisfadtion, this memorable triumph of 
Chrift ; and infults his adverfaries, by challenging 
them to produce fome fimilar example, of a 
town taken by ftorm, in which the fabulous gods 
of antiquity had been able to profcedt either them- 
felves or their deluded votaries 

99 See Auguftin, de Civitat. Dei, 1. i. c. i — 6. He particularly 
appeals to the examples of Troy, Syracufe, and Tarentum. 

In 
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c h A p. In the fack of Rome, fome rare and extraor- 
, XXXL . binary examples of Barbarian virtue had been 
Pillage and defervedly applauded. But the holy precincts of 
Rome the Vatican, and the apoftolic churches, could 
receive a very fmall proportion of the Roman 
people : many thoufand warriors, more efpecially 
of the Huns, who ferved under the ftandard of 
Alaric, were ftrangers to the name, or at leaft 
to the faith, of Chrift ; and w T e may fufpe6l, 
without any breach of charity or candour, that, 
in the hour of favage licence, when every paffion 
was inflamed, and every reftraint was removed, 
the precepts of the gofpel feldom influenced 
the behaviour of the Gothic Chriftians. The 
writers, the bell difpofed to exaggerate their cle- 
mency, had freely confelfed, that a cruel daughter 
was made of the Romans 100 $ and that the ftreets 
of the city were filled with dead bodies, which 
remained without burial during the general con- 
sternation. The defpair of the citizens was 
fometimes converted into fury 5 and whenever 
the Barbarians were provoked by oppofition, 
they extended the promifcuous malfacre to the 
feeble, the innocent, and the helplefs. The 
private revenge of forty thoufand flaves was 

100 Jerora (tom.i. p. 121. ad Principiam) has applied, to the fack 
of Rome all the ftrong expreffions of Virgil : 

Quis cladem illius nodtis, quia funera fando, 

Explicet, & c. 

Procopius ( 1 . i. c. a.) pofitively affirms that great 'numbers were flain 
by the Goths. Auguftin (de Civ. Dei, 1 . i. c. 12, 13.) offers Chrif- 
tian comfort for the death of thofe, whofe bodies (multa corpora ) had 
remained (in tanta Jlrage) unburied. Baronius, from the different 
writings of the Fathers, has thrown fome light on the fack of Rome. 
Annah Ecclef. A. D. 410. N° 16—44. 
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ex ereifed without pity or remorfe; and the igno- chap. 
minious lalhes, which they had formerly received, , XXXL , 
were walhed away in the blood of the guilty, or 
obnoxious, families. The matrons and .virgins 
of Rome were expofed to injuries more dreadful 
in th e appreh enlion of chaftity, than death itfelf ; 
and the eccleliailical hiftorian has {elected an 
example of female virtue, for the admiration of 
future ages 10t . A Roman lady of lingular beauty 
and orthodox faith, had excited the impatient 
defires of a young Goth, who, according to the 
fagacious remark of Sozomen, was attached to 
the Arian herefy. Exafperated by her obltinate 
refiltance, he drew his fword, and, with the anger 
of a lover, flightly wounded her neck. The 
bleeding heroine Hill continued to brave his re- 
fentment, and to repel his love, till the ravilher 
defifted from his unavailing efforts, relpeetfully 
conducted her to the fan6tuary of the Vatican, 
and gave fix pieces of gold to the guards of the 
church, on condition that they Ihould reftore her 
inviolate to the arms of her hulband. Such 
inftances of courage and generality were not ex- 
tremely common. The brutal foldiers fatisfied 

101 Sozomen, 1. ix. c. 10. Auguffin (de Civitat. Dei, 1 . i. c. 17.) 
intimates, that fome virgins or matrons actually killed themfelves to 
efcape violation ; and though he admires their fpirit, he is obliged, by 
his theology, to condemn their rafo prefumption. Perhaps the good 
Bilhop of Hippo was too eafy in the belief, as well as too rigid in the 
cenfure, of this ait of female heroiftn. The twenty maidens (if 
they ever exifted), who threw themfelves into the Elbe, when Mag- 
deburgh was taken by ftorm, have been multiplied to the number 
of twelve hundred. See Harte’s Biftory of Guftavus Adolphus, vol. i. 
p. 308. 
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CHAP, their fenfual appetites, without confulting either 
xxxi. t } ie inclination, or the duties, of their female 
captives 5 and a nice queftion of cafuiftry was 
ferioufly agitated, Whether thofe tender victims, 
who had inflexibly refufed their confent to the 
violation which they fuftained, had loft, by their 
misfortune, the glorious crown of virginity 102 . 
There were other lofles indeed of a more fub- 
ftantial kind, and more general concern. It can- 
not be prefumed, that all the Barbarians were at 
all times capable of perpetrating fuch amorous 
outrages; and the want of youth, or beauty, or 
chaftity, protected the greateft part of tlie Ro- 
man women from the danger of a rape. But 
avarice is an infatiate and univerfal paffion ; finee 
the enjoyment of almoft every object that earl 
afford pleafure to the different taftes and tempers 
of mankind may be procured by the poffeflion of 
wealth. In the pillage of Rome, a juft prefer- 
ence was given to gold and jewels, which con- 
tain the greateft value in the fmalleft compafs and 
weight : but, after thefe portable riches had been 
removed by the more diligent robbers, the palaces 
of Rome were rudely ftripped of their fplendid 
and coftly furniture. The fide-boards of mafly 

,C2 See Auguftin, de Clvltat. Dei, 1 . i. c. 16. 18. He treats the 
fubjedl with remarkable accuracy ; and after admitting that there can- 
not be any crime, where there is no confent, he adds, Sed quia non 
folum quod ad dolorem, verum etiam quod ad libidinem, pertinet, in 
corpore alieno perpetrari poteft ; quicquid tale fa&um fuerit, etfi re- 
tentam conftentifiimo animo pudicitiam non exoutit, pudorum tamen 
incutit, ne credatur fadhim cum mentis etiam voluntate, quod fieri 
fortaffe fine carnis aliqua voluptate non potuit. In c. 18. he makes 
fome curious diftin&ions between moral and phyfical virginity. 

plate* 
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plate, and the variegated wardrobes of filk and cha P. 
purple, were irregularly piled in the waggons, 
that always followed the march of aGothic army. 

The moil exquifite works of art were roughly 
handled, or wantonly deiiroyed : many a ftatue 
was melted for th e fak e of the precious m aterials ; 
and many a vafe, in the divifion of the fpoil, was 
fhivered into fragments by the ftroke of a battle- 
axe. The acquifition of riches ferved only to 
liimulate the avarice of the rapacious Barbarians* 
who proceeded, by threats, by blows, and by tor- 
tures, to force from their prifoners the confeffion 
of hidden treafure f ? 3 , Vifible fplendour and 
expence were alleged as the proof of a plentiful 
fortune : the appearance of poverty was imputed 
to a parlimonious difpofition ; and the obftinacy 
of fome mifers, who endured the molt cruel tor- 
ments before they would difcover the fecret 
objeht of their affe6tion, was fatal to many 
unhappy wretches, who expired under the lalh, 
for refufmg to reveal their imaginary trea- 
fures. The edifices of Rome, though the da- 
mage has been much exaggerated, received fome 
injury from the violence of the Goths. At their 
entrance through the Salarian gate, they fired 
the adjacent houfes to guide their march, and to 
diftradt the attention of the citizens : the flames 

103 Marcella, a Roman lady, equally refpe&able for her rank, her 
age, and her piety, was thrown on the ground, and cruelly beaten and 
whipped, crefam fuftibus fiagellifque, ike. Jerom. tom. i, p. 131. ad 
Brincipiam. See Auguftin, de Civ. Dei, 1 . i. c. 10. The modern. 

Sacco di -Roma, p. 208. gives an idea of the various methods of tor- 
turing prifoners for gold. 


which 
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which encountered no obftacle in the diforder of 
the night, confumed many private and public 
buildings ; and the ruins of the palace of Sab 
luft 104 remained, in the age of Juftinian, aftately 
monument of the Gothic conflagration 10S . Yet 
a contemporary hiftorian has obferved, that fire 
could fcarcely confume the enormous beams of 
folid brafs, and that the ftrength of man was in- 
fufficient to fubvert the foundations of ancient 
ftru&ures. Some truth may poflibly be con- 
cealed in bis devout afiertion, that the wrath of 
Heaven fupplied the imperfections of hoftilerage ; 
and that the proud Forum of Rome, decorated 
with the ftatues of lo many gods and heroes, was 
levelled in the duft by the ftroke of lightning I0B , 

The hiftorian Salluft, who ufefully pradlifed the vices which he 
has fo eloquently cenfured, employed the plunder of Numidia ro adorn 
his palace and gardens on the Quirinal hill. The fpot where the houfe 
flood is now marked by the church of St. Sufanna, feparated only by 
a ftreet from the baths of Diocletian? and not far diftant from the Sa« 
larian gate. See' Nardini, RomaAntica, p. 19 a, 193. and the great 
Plan of Modem Rome, by Nolli. 

105 The expreffions of Procopius are diftincl and moderate (de Bell. 

Vandal. 1 . i. c. %.). The Chronicle of Marcellinus fpeaks too ftrongly, 
partem urbis Romre cremavit; and the words of Philoftorgius (sy 
if mm Se t»s vrohm 1. xii. c. 3.) convey a falfe and exagge- 

rated idea. Bargams has compofed a particular diflertation (fee tom. iv. 
Antiquit. Rom. Graev.) to prove that the edifices of Rome were not 
fubverted by the Goths and Vandals. 

106 Orofius, Hi. c. 19. p. 143. He fpeaks as if he difapproved all 
ftatues ; vel Deum vel hominem raehtiuntur. . They nonfilled of the 
kings of Alba and Rome from JEneas, the Romans, illuftrious either 
in arms or arts, and the deified Csefars. The exprefiion which he 
ufes of Forum is fomewhat ambiguous, fince there exiftedy?w prin- 
cipal Fora ; but as they were all contiguous and adjacent, in the plain 
which is furrounded by the Capitoline, the Quirinal, the Efquiline, 
and the Palatine hills, they might fairly be confidered as one. See the 
Roma Antiqua of Donatus, p.i6a— 201. and the Roma Antica of 
Nardini, p. 212 — 273, The former is more ufeful for the ancient- 
defcriptions, the latter for the adlual topography. 

IO 
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Whatever might be the numbers, of equeftrian, & h A P. 
or plebeian rank, who perilhed in the maffacre of c X XXL i 
Rome, it is confidently affirmed, that only one actives 
fenator loll his life by the fword of the enemy 107 , ayd fugi* 
But it was not eafy to compute the multitudes, tlves * 
who, from an honourable Ration, and a profper- 
ous fortune, were fuddenly reduced to the mifer- 
able condition of captives and exiles. As the 
Barbarians had more occafion for money than for 
flaves, they fixed, at a moderate price, the re- 
demption of their indigent prifoners 5 and the 
ranfom was often paid by the benevolence of 
their friends, or the charity of ftrangers ,oS . The 
captives, who were regularly fold, either in open 
market, or by private contra®, would have le- 
gally regained their native freedom, which it was 
impoffible for a citizen to lofe, or to alienate I0: '. 

But as it was foon difcovered, that the vindication 
of their liberty would endanger their lives ; and 
that the Goths, unlefs they were tempted to fell, 
might be provoked to murder, their ufelefs pri- 
foners ; the civil jurifprudence had been already 
qualified by a wife regulation, that they Ihould be 


107 Orofius ( 1 . ii. c. 19. p. 14a.) compares the cruelty of the Gauls 
and the clemency of the Goths. Ibi vix quemquam inventum fenato- 
rem, qui vel abfens evaferit ; hie vix quemquam requiri, qui forte at 
latens perierit. But there is an air of rhetoric, and perhaps of falfe- 
hoodj in this antithefis ; and Socrates (I. vii. c. 10.) affirms, perhaps 
by an oppofite exaggeration, that many fenators were put to death 
with various and exquifite tortures. 

,cS Multi . . . Chriftiani in captivitatem dudli funt. Auguftin, 
de Civ. Dei, 1 . i. c. 14. 5 and the Chriftians experienced no peculiar 
hardlhips. 

i0? See Heineccius, Antiquitat. Juris Roman, tom. I. p. 9 6 > 
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obliged to ferve the moderate term of five years, 
till they haddifcharged by their labour the price 
of their redemption 110 . The nations who in- 
vaded the Homan empire, had driven before 
them, into Italy, whole troops of hungry and 
affrighted provincials, lefs apprehenfive of fervi- 
tude than of famine. The calamities of Rome 
and Italy difperfed the inhabitants to the mofl 
lonely, the moft; fecure, the moft diftant, places 
of refuge. While the Gothic cavalry fpread ter- 
ror and defolation along the fea-coaft of Cam- 
pania and Tufcany, the little ifland Igilium, 
Separated by a narrow channel from the Argen- 
tarian promontory, repulfed, or eluded, their 
hoftile attempts ; and at fo fmall a diftance from 
Rome, great numbers of citizens were lecurely 
concealed in the thick woods of that fequeftered 
fpot ni . The ample patrimonies, which many 

1,0 Appendix Cod. Theodof. xvi. inSirmond. Opera, tom. h p.735. 
This edidt was publiihed the nth of December, A. D. 408, and is 
more reafonable than properly belonged to the mimfters of Ilonorius. 

111 Eminus Igilii fylvola cacumina miror ; 

Quern fraudare nefas laudis honore fuas 
Hcec proprios nuper tutata eft infula faltus ; 

Sive loci ingenio, feu Domini genio. 

Gurgite cum modieo vi&ricibus obftitit armis 
Tanquam longiiiquo diffociata mari. 

Hsec multos lacera fufcepit ab urbe fugatos, 

Hie fefiis pofito certa timore falus. 

Plurima terreno populaverat sequora hello, 

Contra naturam clafle timendus eques 
Unum, mira fides, vario diferimine portum ! 

Tam prope Romanis, tarn procul efte Getis. 

Rutilius, in Itinerar. l.i, 325. 

The ifland is now called Giglio, See Cluyer. Ital. Antiq. 1. ii. 

f.SOZ. 
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fenatorian families poflfeflfed in Africa, invited c h a p. 
them, if they had time, and prudence, to efcape , 
from the ruin of their country; to embrace the 
fhelter of that hofpitable province. The moll 
illuftrious of thefe fugitives was the noble and 
pious Proba 11 V the widow of the prsefedt Petro- 
nius. After the death of her hufband, the moll 
powerful fubjedl of Kome,{he had remained at the 
head of the Anician family, and fucceflively fup* 
plied from her private fortune, the expence of 
the confullhips of her three foils. When the city 
was belieged and taken by the Goths, Proba flip- 
ported, with Chriftian refignation, the lofs of 
immenfe riches; embarked in a fmall veffel, from 
whence Hie beheld, at fea, the flames of her 
burning palace, and fled with her daughter Lost a, 
and her grand-daughter, the celebrated virgin, 
Demetrias, to the coall of Africa. The benevo- 
lent profulion with which the matron diffcributed 
the fruits, or the price, of her eftates, contributed 
to alleviate the misfortunes of exile and captivity. 

But even the family of Proba herfelf was not 
exempt from the rapacious oppreflion of Count 
Heraclian, who bafely fold, in matrimonial pro- 
llitution, the nobleft maidens of Rome, to the lull 

U1 As the adventures of Proba and her family are connected with . 
the life of St. Auguftiu, they are diligently illuftrated by Tilleraont, * 

Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 620— 635. Some time after their arrival in 
Africa, Demetrias took the veil, and madea vow of virginity ; an event 
which was confidered as of the higheft importance to Rome and to the 
world. All the Saints wrote congratulatory letters to her ; that of 
Jerom is hill extant (tom. i. p. 62 — 73. ad Demetriad, de fervanda 
Virginitat.), and contains a mixture of abfurdreafoning, fpirited decla- 
mation, and curious fails, fome of which relate to the fiege and fack of 
Rome. 
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chap, or avarice of the Syrian merchants. The Italian 
, XX ™’ , fugitives were difperfed through the provinces, 
along the coaft of Egypt and Aha, as far as Con- 
ftantinople and Jerufalem ; and the village of 
Bethlem, thefolitary refidence of St. Jerom and 
his female converts, was crowded with illuftrious 
beggars of either fex, and every age, who excited 
the public compaffion by the remembrance of 
their pad fortune “ 3 . This awful cataftrophe of 
Rome filled the aftonifhed empire with grief and 
terror. So interefting a contrail of greatnefs 
and ruin, difpofed the fond credulity of the people 
to deplore, and even to exaggerate, the afflictions 
of die queen of cities. The clergy, who applied 
to recent events the lofty no etaphors of Oriental 
prophecy, were fometimes tempted to confound 
the deftrmTion of the capital, and the diffolution 
of the globe. 

Sack of There exifts in human nature a ftrong propen- 
Rome by ffly to depreciate the advantages, and to magnify 
o/charies the evils of the prefent times. Yet, when the fil'd 
v. emotions had fubfided, and a fair edimate was 
made of the real damage, the more learned and 
judicious contemporaries were forced to confefs, 
that infant Home had formerly received more 
effential injury from the Gauls, than fhe had now 
fudained from the Goths in her declining age 1!4 . 

The 

113 See the pathetic complaint of Jerom (tom. v. p.400.), in his 
preface to the fecond book of his Commentaries on the Prophet 
Ezekiel. 

114 Orofius, though with fome theological partiality, ftates this com- 
f arifon, I. ii. c. 19. p.143- I.vii. c. 39. p.575. But, in the hiftory of the 
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The experience of eleven centuries has enabled c h A P. 
pofterity to produce a much more lingular paral- , XX ^ XL . 
lei; and to affirm with confidence, that theravages 
of the Barbarians, whom Alaric had led from 
the banks of the Danube, were lefs deflru6rive, 
than the iioftilities exercifed by the troops of 
Charles the Fifth, a Catholic prince, who ftyled 
himfelf Emperor of the Romans irs . The Goths 
evacuated the city at the end of fix days, but 
Home remained above nine months in the pof- 
feffion of the Imperialifts ; and every hour was 
flamed by fome atrocious a6t of cruelty, lull, 
and rapine. The authority of Alaric preferved 
tome order and moderation among the ferocious 
multitude, which acknowledged him for their 
leader and king : but the conflable of Bourbon 
bad glorioufly fallen in the attack of the walls ; 
and the death of the general removed every 
reftraintof difcipline, from an army which con- 
lifted of three independent nations, the Italians, 
the Spaniards, and the Germans. In the begin - 

talcing of Rome by the Gauls, ever)'' thing is uncertain, and perhaps 
fabulous. See Beaufort fur l’Incertitude, &c. de l’Hiftoire Romaine, 
p. 356 5 and Melot, in the Mem. del’Academie des Inicript. tom. xv. 
p. 1 — 21. 

1,5 The reader -who withes to inform himfelf of the circumflances 
of this famous event, may perufe an admirable narrative in Dr. Ro- 
bertfon’s Hiftory of Charles V. vol. ii. p. 283. j or confult the Annali 
d’ltalia of the learned Muratori, tom. xiv. p. 230—244. odlavo edition. 

If he is defirous of examining the originals, he may have recourle to the 
eighteenth book of the great, but unfinifhed, hiflory cf Guicciardini. 

But the account which moft truly deferves the name of authentic and 
original, is a little book, intitled, Ii Sacco di Roma, compofed, within 
kfs than a month after the affault of the city, by the brother of the 
hiftorian Guicciardini, who appears to have been an able magiUrate, 
and a-dilpafiionate writer. - 
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Chap, ning of the fixteenth century, the manners of 

* xxxr. Jtaly exhibited a remarkable fcene of the depra- 
; vity of mankind. They united the fanguinary 
erimestlrat prevail in an unfettled ftateof fociety, 
with the polifhed vices that fpring from the abufe 
of art and luxury \ and the loofe adventurers, who 
had violated every prejudice of pafcridtifm and 
fuperftition to affault the palace of the Homan 
pontiff, muff deferve to be confidered as the moll 
profligate of the Italians. At the fame aera, the 
Spaniards were the terror both of the Old and 
New World : but their high-fpirited valour was 
difgraced by gloomy pride, rapacious avarice, 
and unrelenting cruelty. Indefatigable in the 
purfuit of fame and riches, they had improved, 
by repeated practice, the mod exquifite and 
effectual methods of torturing their prifoners ; 
many of the Cafiillans, who pillaged Home, were 
familiars of the holy inquifition ; and fome vo- 
lunteers, perhaps, were lately returned from the 
eonquelt of Mexico. The Germans were lefs 
corrupt than the Italians, lefs cruel than the Spa- 
niards ; and the ruftic, or even lavage, afpedt of 
thofe Tramontane warriors, often difguifed a 
fimple and merciful dilpofition. But they had 
imbibed, in the firft fervour, of the reformation, 
the fpirit,- as well as the principles, of Luther. 
It was their favourite amufement to infult, or 
deftroy, the confecrated objects of Catholic fuper- 
flition; they indulged, without pity or remorfe, 
a devout hatred againft the clergy of every deno- 
mination and degree, who form fo confiderable 

a part 
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a part of the inhabitants of modern Rome ; and c H A P. 
their fanatic zeal might alpire to fubvert the , X ^ XL , 
throne of Antichrill, to purify, with s blood and fire,- 
the abominations of the fpiritual Babylon ll6 . 

The retreat of the victorious Goths, who eva- AlarIc eva- 
cuated Rome on the fixth day 111 , might be the R^e, and 
refult of prudence; but it was not Purely the effect ravages 
of fear IlS . At the head of an army, encumbered ^!d. 4x0, 
with rich and weighty fpoils, their intrepid leader Aug. 29. 
advanced along the Appian way into the fouthern 
provinces of Italy, deftroying whatever dared to 
oppofe his paffage, and contenting himfelf with 
the plunder of the unrefifting country. The fate 
of Capua, the proud and luxurious metropolis of 
Campania, and which was refpeCted, even in its 
decay, as the eighth city of the empire ,l % is 
buried in oblivion whillt the adjacent town of 
Nola I20 has been illuftrated, on this occafion, by 

116 The furious fpirit of Luther, the effedt of temper and enthufiafm, 
has -been forcibly .attacked (Boffuet, Hilt. des Variations des Eglifes 
Proteftantes, livre i. p. ao — 36.), and feebly defended. (Seckendorf, 

Comment, de Lutheranifmo, efpecxally h i. N° 78. p. 123. and 1 . iii. 

im. p. 536.). 

117 Marcellinus, in Chron. Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 39. p.575. afferts, 
that he left Rome on the third day ; but this difference is eafily re- 
conciled by the fucceffive motions of great bodies of troops. 

115 Socrates (I. vii. c. 10.) pretends, without any colour of truth, 
or reafon, that Alaric fled on the report, that the armies of the Eaftem 
empire were in full march to attack him. 

1,9 AuTonius de Claris Urbibus, p. 2133. edit. Toll. The luxury of 
Capua had formerly furpafled that of Sybaris itielf. See Athenseus 
Deipnofophift. 1 . xii. p. 528. edit. Cafaubon. 

120 Forty-eight years before the foundation of Rome (about 800 
before the Chriftian sera), the Tufcans built Capua and Nola, at the 
diftance of twenty-three miles from each other : but the latter of the 
ty/o cities never emerged from a ftate of mediocrity. 
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the fan&ity of Paulin us laI , who was fucceffively 
a conful, a monk, and a bifhop. At the age of 
forty, he renounced the enjoyment of wealth and 
honour, of fociety and literature, to embrace a 
life of folitude and penance ; and the loud ap- 
plaufe of the clergy encouraged him to defpiie the 
reproaches of his worldly friends, who alcribed 
this defperate adt to fome diforder of the mind or 
body 122 . An early and paffionafce attachment 
determined him to fix his humble dwelling in one 
of the fuburbs of Nola, near the miraculous tomb 
of St. Fmlix, which the public devotion had al- 
ready furrounded with five large and populous 
churches. The remains of his fortune, and of his 
nnderftanding, were dedicated to the fervice of 
•the glorious martyr ; whole praife, on the day of 
his feftival, Paulinus never failed to celebrate by 
a folemn hymn ; and in whofe name he eredted a 
fixth church, of fuperior elegance and beauty, 
which was decorated with many curious pictures, 
from the Hifiory of the Old and New Teftament. 
Such affiduous zeal fecured the favour of the 
faint I23 , or at leafb of tlie people $ and, after 

111 Tilleraont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiv. p. i — 146.) has compiled, 
with his ufual diligence, all that relates to the life and writings of 
Paulinus, whofe retreat is celebrated by his own pen, and by the praifes 
of St. Amhrofe, St. Jerom, St. Auguftin, Sulpicius Severus, &c., his 
Chriftrian friends and contemporaries. 

m See the affectionate letters of Aufonius (epift. xix— xxv. p. 650 
—698. edit. Toll.) to his colleague, his friend, and his difciple, Pau- 
linus. The religion of Aufonius is ftill a problem (fee Mem. de 
1’Academie des Infcriptions, tom. xv. p. 123 — 138.). I believe that it 
was fuch in. his own time, and, confeouently, that in his heart he was 
a Pagan. 

12j ' The humble Paulinus once prefumed to fay, that he believed 
St. Ftelix did love him ; at leaft, as a matter loves his little dog. 

a fifteen 
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fifteen years retirement, the Roman conful was c h a p. 
compelled to accept the bilhopric of Nola, a few XXXI * 
months before the city was in veiled by the Goths. 

During the fiege, fome religious perfoas' were 
fatisfied that they had feen, either in dreams or 
vifions, the divine form of their tutelar patron 5 
yet it foon appeared by the event, that Eaelix 
wanted power, or inclination, to preferve the 
flock, of which he had formerly been the fliep- 
herd. Nola was not faved from the general 
devallation 124 ; and the captive bifhop was pro- 
tected only by the general opinion of his inno- 
cence and poverty. Above four years elapfed 
from the fuccefsful invafion of Italy by the arms 
of Alaric, to the voluntary retreat of the Goths 
under the conduct of his fucceffor Adolphus ; Pofleffion 
and, during the whole time, they reigned with- 
out controul over a country, which, in the opinion a.d. * 
of the ancients, had united all the various excel- 408—413. 
leftcies of nature and art. The profperity, indeed, 
which Italy had attained in the aufpicious age 
of the Antonines, bad gradually declined with 
the decline of the empire. The fruits of a long 
peace periflied under the rude grafp of the 
Barbarians ; and they themfelves were incapable 
of tailing the more elegant refinements of luxury, 
which had been prepared for the ufe of the foft 
and polifhed Italians. Each foldier, however, 
claimed an ample portion of thefubllantial plenty, 

134 See Jornandes, de Reb. Get. c. 30. p.653. Philoftorgius. t.xii. 
c. 3. Auguftin, de Civ. Dei, 1 . i. c. ic. Baronius Annal. Ecclef. 

A.D. 4x0. N°45, 4 i 5 . 
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cha P. the corn and cattle, oil and wine, that was daily 
^xxxl , collected, and confumed, in the Gothic camp ; 
and the principal warriors infultedtlie villas, and 
gardens, oiie inhabited by Lucullus and Cicero, 
along the beauteous coaft of Campania. Their 
trembling captives, the fons and daughters of 
Roman fenators, prefented in goblets of gold 
and gems, large draughts of Falernian wine, to 
the haughty victors ,; who itretched their huge 
limbs under the fhade of plane-trees 125 , artificially 
difpofed to exclude the fcor.ching rays, and to 
admit the genial warmth, of the fun. Thefe 
delights were enhanced by the memory of pail 
hardihips: the companion of their native foil, 
the bleak and barren hills of Scythia, and the 
frozen banks of the Elbe, and Danube, added 
new charms to the felicity qf the Italian 
climate 126 . 

1,5 The plat anus > or plane-tree* was a favourite of the ancients, by 
whom it was propagated, for the fake of fhade, from the Eaft to Gaul. 
Pliny, Hift. Natur. xii. 3, 4, 5. He mentions feveral of an enormous 
fize ; one in the Imperial villa at Velitrse, which Caligula called his 
neft, as the branches were capable of holding a large table, the proper 
attendants, and' the Emperor himfelf, whom Pliny quaintly liyles pars 
umbra ; ; an expreflion which might, with equal reafon, be applied to 
Alaric. 

‘• 6 The proftrate South to the deftroyer yields 
Her boafted titles, and her golden fields : 

With grim delight the broodjrf winter view 
A brighter day, and Ikies of azure hue ; 

Scent the new fragrance of the opening rofe, 

And quaff the pendant vintage as it grows. 

See Gray’s Poems, publifhed by Mr. Mafon, p. 197. Inftead of com- 
piling tables of chronology and natural hiltory, why did not Mr. Gray 
apply the powers of his genius to finilh the philofophic poem, of which 
he has left fuch an exquifite fpecimen l 
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Whether fame, or conqueft, or riches, were chap. 
•the obje6t of Alaric, he purfued that object with , XX XL , 
an indefatigable ardour, which could neither be Death of 
quelled by adverfity, nor fatiated by fuccefs. No Alaric, 
fooner had he reached the extreme land of Italy, 1 ' ' 410,1 
than he was attra6ted by the neighbouring pro- 
fpedtofa fertile and peaceful ifland. Yet even 
the poffeffion of Sicily he confidered only as an 
intermediate ftep to the important expedition, 
which he already meditated again# the continent 
of Africa. The ftreights of Rhegium and Mef- 
fina 1S7 are twelve miles in length, and, in the 
nar.roweft paifage, about one mile and a half 
broad ; and the fabulous monlters of the deep, 
the rocks of Scylla, and the whirlpool of Charyb- 
dis could terrify none but the moft timid and 
unlkilful mariners. Yet as foon as the hr# di- 
vilion of the Goths had embarked, a fudden 
temp eft arof e, which funk, or fcatfcered, many of 
the tranfports ; their courage was daunted by the 
terrors of a new element ; and the whole defign 
was defeated by the premature death of Alaric, 
which fixed, after a fhort illnefs, the fatal term 
of his conquefts. The ferocious character of the 
Barbarians was difplayed, in the funeral of a 
hero, whofe valour, and fortune, they celebrated 
with mournful applaufe. By the labour of a 
captive multitude, they forcibly diverted the 

127 For the perfedi defeription of the Straights of Mefiina, Scylla# 

Charybdis, &c. fee Cluverius (Ital. Antiq. 1 . iv. p, 1293. and Sicilia 
Antiq, 1 . 1 . p. 60 — 76.), who had diligently ftudied the ancients, and 
furveyed with a curious eye the adtual face of the country. 
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chap, courfe of the Bufentinus, a fmall river that waffles 
JgL the walls of Confentia. The royal fepolchre, 
adorned with the fplendid fpoils, and trophies, 
of Borne, was conftrudted in the vacant bed ; 
the waters were then raftered to their na- 
tural channel ; and the fecret fpot where the 
remains of Alaric had been depoftted, was for 
ever concealed by the inhuman maflacre of the 
prifoners, who had been employed to execute 
the work ia8 . 

Adolphus The perfonal animofities, and hereditary feuds. 
King of the 0 f the Barbarians* were fufpended by the ftrong 
concludes a necefiity of their affairs; and the brave Adolphus, 
peace with the btother-in-law of the deceafed monarch, was 
andmarch- unanimoufly elected to fnceeed to his throne. 
es into The chara0:er And political fyftem of the new 
AT)!^. King of the Goths may be belt underftood from 
his own converfation with an illuftnous citizen of 
Narbonne ; who afterwards, in a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, related it to St. Jerom, in the 
prefence of the hiftorian Orofius. <{ In the full 
fC confidence of valour and vi&ory, I once afpired 
<e (faid Adolphus) to change the face of the uni- 
<s verfe ; to obliterate the name of Koine ; to eredt 
<c on its ruins the dominion of the Goths ; and 
t6 to acquire, like Auguftus, the immortal fame 
“ of the founder of a new empire. By repeated 
fie experiments, I was gradually convinced, that 
cc laws are efientially neceflary to maintain and 
“ regulate a well-con ftituted ftate; and that 
<c the fierce un tradable humour of the Goths 

1=6 Joraandes, de Reb. Get. c. 30. p. 654, 


was. 
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“ was incapable of bearing the falutary yoke of chap. 
<c laws, and civil government. From that mo- xxxi ^ 
“ ment I propofed to myfelf a different obje6t of 
(C glory and ambition ; and it is now my fincere 
ee with, that the gratitude of future ages iliould 
cc acknowledge the merit of a itranger, who em- 
ec ployed the fword of the Goths, not to fubvert, 
es but to reftore and maintain, the profperity of 

the Roman empire 1 * 9 .” With thefe pacific 
views, the fuccefforof Alaric fufpended the ope- 
rations of war; and ferioufly negociated with the 
Imperial court a treaty of friendlhip and alliance. 

It was the intereft of the minifters of Honorius* 
who were now releafed from the obligation of 
their extravagant oath j to deliver Italy from the 
intolerable weight of the Gothic powers; and 
they readily accepted their fer vice again ft the 
tyrants and barbarians who infefted the pro- 
vinces beyond the Alps I3 °. Adolphus, affirming' 
the charadter of a Roman general, directed bis 
inarch from the extremity of Campania to the 
fouthern provinces of Gaul. His troops, either 
by force or agreement, immediately occupied the 
cities of Narbonne, Thouloufe, and Bourdeaux % 
and though they were repulfed by Count Boni- 
face from the walls of Marfeilles, they foon ex*» 

139 Orofius, c. 43 * p> 5 ^ 4 ) 5 He was l*ent by St. Auguftin, 
in the year 415, from Africa to Paleftine, to vifit St. Jerom, and to 
confult with him on the fubjeft of the Pelagian controverfy. 

10 Jomandes fuppofes, without much probability, that Adolphus 
vifited and plundered Rome a fecond time (more locuftarum eralit). 

Yet he agrees with Orofius in fnppofing, that a treaty of peace was 
concluded between the Gothic prince and Honorius. See Orof. 1 . vii. 
c. 43. p. 584, 585. Jornandes,deReb, Geticis, c. 31. p. 654? 65 $. 
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C h A p. tended their quarters from the Mediterranean to 
xxxl the Ocean. The opprelfed provincials might 
exclaim, that the miferable remnant, which the 
enemy had fpared, was cruelly raviflied by their 
pretended allies 5 yet fome fpecious colours were 
not wanting to palliate, orjuftify, the violence 
of the Goths. The cities of Gaul, which they 
attacked, might perhaps be conlidered as in a 
Hate of rebellion againft the government of Ho- 
norms : the articles of the treaty, or the fecret 
inftrudtions of the court, might fometimes be 
alleged in favour of the Teeming ufurpations of 
Adolphus *, and the guilt of any irregular, un- 
fuccefsful, a6l of hoftility, might always be im- 
puted, with an appearance of truth, to the 
ungovernable fpirit of a Barbarian holt, impa- 
tient of peace or difcipline. . The luxury of Italy 
had been lefs effectual to foften the temper, than 
to relax the courage, of the Goths j and they had 
imbibed the vices, without imitating the arts and 
inftitutions, of civilifed fociety 13 V 
Hismarri- The profeflions of Adolphus were probably 
placSf fiocere, and his attachment to the caufe of the 
A.D.414. republic was fecured by the afcendant which a 
Roman prineefs had acquired over the heart and 
underilanding of the Barbarian king. Placidia l3 % 

131 The retreat of the Goths from Italy and their firft tranfactions 
in Gaul, are dark and doubtful. I have derived much affiftance from 
Mafcou (Hift. of the ancient Germans, 1 . viii. c. 29. 35, 36, 37.), 
who has illuftrated, and connected, the broken chronicles and frag- 
ments of the times. 

132 See an account of Placidia in Ducange, Pam. Byzant. p. 72. $ 
and Tillemont, Ilift. des Empereurs, tom.i. p. 260. 386, &c. tom.vi. 
P* 340 . 
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the daughter of the great Theodofius, and of c HA K 
Galia, his lecond wife, had received a royal edu- XXXL 
cation in the palace of Conftantinople ; but the 
eventful ftory of her life is connected with the 
revolutions which agitated the Weftern empire 
under the reign of her brother Honorius. When 
Rome was firlt invefled by the arms of Alaric, 

Placidia, who was then about twenty years of age, 
refided in the city ; . and her ready content to the 
death of her coufin Serena has a cruel and un- 
grateful appearance, which, according to the cir- 
cumftances of the a6tion, may be aggravated, or 
excufed, by the confideration of her tender a ge 12 K 
The vidtorious Barbarians detained, either as a 
holt age or a captive 1 **, the filter of Honorius; 
hut, while file was expofed to the difgrace of fol- 
lowing round Italy the motions of a Gothic 
camp, fhe experienced, however, a decent and 
refpectful treatment. The authority of Jornandes, 
who praifes the beauty of Placidia, may perhaps 
be counterbalanced by the filence, the exprefiive 
filence, of her flatterers : yet the fplendour of her 
birth, the bloom of youth; the elegance of man- 
ners, and the dexterous infinuation which flie 
condelcended to employ, made a deep impreffion 
on the mind of Adolphus ; and the Gothic king 
afpired to call himfelf the brother of the Emperor. 

The minifters of Honorius rejedted with difdain 
the propofal of an alliance, fo injurious to every 

133 Zofim. 1 . v. p. 350. 

334 Zofim. 1 . vi. p. 383. Qrofius (l.vii. c.40. p. 576.), and the 
Chronicles of Marcellinus and Idatius, feem. to luppofe, that the 
Goths did not carry away Placidia till after the laft fiege of Rome. 

fenti- 
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chap, fentlment of Roman pride; and repeatedly urged 
xxxi. ^ reftitytion of Placidia, as an indilpenfiible 
condition of the treaty of peace. But the daugh- 
ter of Theodofius fubmitted, without reluctance, 
to the defires of the conqueror, a young and 
valiant prince, who yielded to Alaric in loftinefs 
of flature, but who excelled in the more attractive 
qualities of grace and beauty. The marriage of 
Adolphus and Placidia 135 was confummated be- 
fore the Goths retired from Italy ; and the fo« 
lemn, perhaps the anniverfary, day of their 
nuptials was afterwards celebrated in the houfe 
of Ingenuus, one of the moll illuftrious citizens 
of Karhonne in Gaul. The bride, attired and 
adorned like a Roman emprefs, was placed on a 
throne of ftate $ and the King of the Goths, who 
affumed, on this occafion, the Roman habit, 
contented himfelf with a lefs honourable feat by 
her fide. The nuptial gift, which, according to 
the cuftom of his nation t36 , was offered to Placi- 
dia, confided of the rare and magnificent fpoils 

of 

135 See the pl<fture3 of Adolphus and Placidia, and the account of 
their marriage, in Jornandes, de Reb, Geticis, c. 31. p. 654, 655. 
With regard to tbeplace where the nuptials were ftipulated, or con- 
fummated, or celebrated, the MSS. of Jornandes vary between two 
neighbouring cities, Forli and Imola (Forum Lmi and Forum Cor- 
nelii). It is . fair and cafy to reconcile the Gothic hiftorian with 
Olympiodorus (fee Mafcou, 1 . viii. c. 46.) : but Tillemont grows 
peevifL, and fwears, that it is not worthwhile to try to conciliate 
Jornandes with any good authors. 

13s The Vifigoths (the fnbje&s of Adolphus) reftrained, by fub- 
fequent laws, the prodigality of conjugal love. It was illegal for a 
hufband to make any gift or fcttlement for the benefit of his wife 
during the firlt year of their marriage ; and his liberality could not at 
any time exceed the tenth part of his property. The Lombards were 
fomewhat more indulgent: they allowed the morgingcap immediately 

after 
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of her country. Fifty beautiful youths, in filken chap, 
robes, carried a baiin in each hand ; and one of . XX ^ XL t 
thefe bafms was filled with pieces of gold, the 
other with precious Hones of an ineftimable 
value. Attains, fo long the fport of fortune, and • 
of the Goths, was appointed to lead the chorus 
of the Hytnenaeal fang ; and the degraded Em- 
peror might afpire to the praife of a Ikilful mufi- 
cian. The Barbarians enjoyed the infolence of 
their triumph ; and the provincials rejoiced in 
this alliance, which tempered, by the mild in- 
fluence of love and reafon, the fierce fpirit of 
their Gothic lord I37 . 

The hundred bafins of gold and gems, pre- The Go. 
fented to Placidia at her nuptial feaft, formed an ^ c es trea ’ 
inconfiderable portion of the Gothic treafures j 
of which forne extraordinary fpecimens may be 
feledfed from the hiftory of the fuccelfors o-f 
Adolphus. Many curious and coftly ornaments 
of pure gold, enriched with jewels, were found 
in their palace of Narbonne, when it was pillaged, 
in the fixth century, by the Franks : fixty cups, 
or chalices ; -fifteen patens, or plates, for the ufe 
of the communion ; twenty boxes, or cafes, to 
bold the books of the gofpels : this confecrated . 

after the wedding night ; and this famous gift, the reward of virginity, 
might equal the fourth part of the hufband’s fubftance. Some cau- 
tions maidens, indeed, were wife enough to ffipulate beforehand a 
prefent, which' they were too fure of not deferving. See Montefquieu, 

Efprit des Loix. 1 . xix. c. 25. Muratori, delle Antichita Italiane, 
tom. i. ■ Differ tazion xx. p. 243. 

,;i7 We owe the curious detail of this nuptial feaft to the hiftoriaw 
plympiodorus, ap. Photium, p. i8jf. 188, * 
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p. wealth 138 was diftributed by the fon of Clovis 
^ among the churches of his dominions, and his 
pious liberality feems to upbraid fome former 
lacrilege of the Goths. They poifefled, with more 
fecurity of confcience, the famous mijforium , or 
great dilh for the fervice of the table, of mafiy 
gold, of the weight of five hundred pounds, and 
of far fuperior value, from the precious Hones, 
the exquifite workmanfliip, and the tradition, 
that it had been prefented byAStius the patrician, 
to Torifmond King of the Goths. One of the 
fucceffors of Torifmond purchafed the aid of the 
French monarch by the promife of this magni- 
ficent gift. When he was feated on the throne 
of Spain, he delivered it with reluctance to the 
ambafiadors of Dagobert ; defpoiled them on the 
road y stipulated , after a long negociation, the 
inadequate ranfom of two hundred thoufiind 
pieces of gold ; and preferved the miffbrkm , as 
the pride of the Gothic treafury I3 °. When that 
treafury, after the conqueft of Spain, was plun- 
dered by the Arabs, they admired, and they 

138 See in the great collection of the luftorians of France by Dom, 
Bouquet, tom.ii. Greg. Turoaenf. 1 . iii. c. 10. p. J91. Gefta Regum 
Francorum, c. 23. p. 557. The anonymous writer, with an ignorance 
worthy of his times, fuppofes that thefe inftruments of Cbriftian wor- 
Ihip had belonged to the temple of Solomon. If he has any meaning, 
it muft be, that they were found in the facie of Rome. 

139 Confult the following original teftimonies in the Hiftorians of 
France, tom. ii. Fredegarii Scholaftici Chron. c. 73. p. 441, Fre- 
degar. Fragment. Hi. p. 463. Gefta Regis Dagobert. c. 29. p. 587. 
The acfceffion of Sifenand, to the throne of Spain, happened A.D. 631. 
The 200,000 pieces of gold were appropriated by Dagobert to the 
foundation of the church of St. Denys. 
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have celebrated, another object Hill more re- chap. 
markable ; a table of confiderable fize, of one XXXI * 
bugle piece of folid emerald I4 °, encircled with 
three rows of line pearls, fupported by three 
hundred and fixty-five feet of* gems and maffy 
gold, and efti mated at the price of five hun- 
dred thoufand pieces of gold 141 . Some por- 
tion of the Gothic treafures might be the gift 
of friendlhip, or the tribute of obedience : but 
the far greater part had been the fruits of war 
and rapine, the fpoils of the empire, and per- 
haps of Rome. 

After the deliverance of Italy from the op- Laws for 
preffion of the Goths, fome fecret counfellor J e It r ^ iief 
was permitted, amidft the factions of the palace, and Rome, 
to heal the wounds of that afflicted country l4a , A - D * 
By a wife and humane regulation, the eight 4IO “ 417 * 
provinces which had been the mofit deeply in- 
jured, Campania, Tufcany, Picenum, Samnium, 

Apulia, Calabria, Bruttium, and Lucania, ob- 

1,0 The Prefident Goguet (Origine des Loix, &c. tom. xi. p. 339,) 
is of opinion, that the ftupendous pieces of emerald, the ftatues and 
columns, which antiquity has placed in Egypt, at Gades, at Conftan- 
tinople, were in reality artificial compofitions of coloured glafs. The 
famous emerald difh, which is Ihewn at Genoa, is fuppofed to counte- 
nance the fufpicion. 

141 Elmacin. Hift. Saracenica, Li. p.85. Roderic. Tolet. Hift. 

Arab. c. 9. Cardonne, Hill, de l’Afrique et de l’Efpagne fous les 
Arabes, tom. i. p. 83. It was called the table of Solomon, according 
to the cuffem of the Orientals, who afcribe to that prince every an- 
cient work of knowledge or magnificence, 

142 His three laws are inferted in' the Theodofian Code, 1 . xi. 
tit.xxviii. leg. 7. L. xiii. tit. xi. leg. 13. L. XV. tit. xiv. leg.14. The 
expreffions of the laft are very remarkable ; fince they contain not 
only a pardon, but an apology. 


VOL. V, 


tained 
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c K A. P/ tained an indulgence of five years : the or&u 
xxxi. ^ nai y tribute was reduced to one-fifth, and even 
that fifth, was deftined to reltore, and fupport, 
the ufeful inftitution of the public polls. By 
another law, the lands, which bad been left with- 4 
out inhabitants or cultivation, were granted, 
with fome diminution of taxes, to the neighbours 
who fiiould occupy, or the Grangers who fliould 
folicit them ; and the new pofiefiors were feCured 
again ft the future claims of the fugitive proprie- 
tors. About the fame time a general amnefty 
was publiihed in the name of Honorius, to abo- 
lilh the guilt and memory of all the involuntary 
offences, which had been committed by his un- 
happy fubjedts, during the term of the public, 
diforder and calamity. A decent and refpedlful 
attention was paid to the reftoration of the ca- 
pital; the citizens were encouraged to rebuild 
the edifices which had been deftroyed or damaged 
by hoftile fire ; and extraordinary fupplies of 
corn were imported from the coaft of Africa. 
The crowds that fo lately fied before the fvvord 
of the Barbarians, were foon recalled by the 
hopes of plenty and pleafure; and Albinus, 
pnefefit of Rome, informed the court, With fome 
anxiety and furprife, that, in a iingle day, he had 
taken an account of the arrival of fourteen 
thoufand ft rangers ,43 . In lefs than feven years, 

143 Olympiodorus ap. Phot. p. 1S8. Philoftorgius (I.xii. c.5.) 
obferves, that when Honorius made his triumphal entry, he encouraged 
the Romans, with his hand and voice v.ai yXurrn) ; to rebuild' 
their city ; and the Chronicle of Profper commends Heraclian, qui in 
Romance urbis reparationem Hrenuura exhibuerat mimfterium. 


the 
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the veftiges of the Gothic invafion were almoft c HA P. 
obliterated; and the city appeared to refume its , XXXI ', 
former fplendour and tranquillity. The venerable 
matron replaced her crown of laurel, which had 
been ruffled by the florins of war : and was ftill 
amufed, in the laft moment of her decay, with 
the prophecies of revenge, of victory, and of eter- 
nal dominion I44 . 

This apparent tranquillity was foon difturbed Revolt and 
by the approach of an hoflile armament from the HeracUan, 
country which afforded the daily fubfiftehce of Count of 
the Roman people. Heraclian, Count of Africa, 
who, under the moll difficult and diftrefsfiii cir- 
cumftances, had fupported, with aclive loyalty, 
the caufe of Honorius, was tempted, in the year 
of his confulfhip, to affume the charadler of 
a rebel, and the title of emperor. The ports 
of Africa were immediately filled with the naval 
forces, at the head of which he prepared to 
invade Italy : and his fleet, when it caft anchor 
at the mouth of the Tyber, indeed furpaffed 
the fleets of Xerxes and Alexander, if all the 
vefiels, including the royal galley, and the final!- 
eft boat, did actually amount to the incredible 


' 4f The date of the voyage of ^Claudius Rutilius Numatianus, is 
clogged with forne difficulties ; but Scaliger has deduced from aftro- 
nomical characters, that he left Rome the 34th of September, and em- 
barked at Porto the 9th of October, A.D. 416. See Tillemont, 
Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 830. In this poetical Itinerary, 
Rutilius (Li. 115, &c.) addrefles Rome in a high {train of congra- 
tulation : 

Erige crinales laurcs, feniumque facrati 
Verticis in virides Roma recinge comas, &e. 
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number 
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CHAP, number of three thoufand two hundred 145 . Yet 
XXXI, with fuch an armament, which might have fub- 
' ^ 1 verted, or reftored, the greateft empire of the 

earth, the African ufurper made a very faint 
and feeble impreffion on the provinces of his 
rival. As he marched from the port, along 
the road which leads to the gates of Rome, he 
was encountered, terrified, and routed, by one 
of the Imperial captains ; and the lord of this 
mighty holt, deferting his fortune and his friends, 
ignominioufly fled with a Angle fhip 146 . When 
Heraclian landed in the harbour of Carthage, 
he found that the whole province, difdaining 
fuch an unworthy ruler., had returned to their 
allegiance. The rebel was beheaded in the 
ancient temple of Memory •, his confullhip was 
abolilhed 147 ; and the remains of his private 
fortune, not exceeding the moderate fum of 
four thoufand pounds of gold, were granted 
to the brave Conftantius, who had already de- 
fended the throne, which he afterwards ihared 
with his feeble fovereign. Honorius viewed, 
with fupine indifference, the calamities of Rome 

1+5 Orofius compofed his hiftory in Africa, only two years after the 
events ; yet his authority teems to be overbalanced by the improbability 
of the fadt. The Chronicle of Marcellinus gives Heraclian 700 thips, 
and 3000 men ; the latter of thefe numbers is ridiculoufly corrupt ; 
but the former would pleafe me very much. 

*’ 6 The Chronicle of Idatius affirms, without the leaft appearance 
of truth, that he advanced as far as Otriculum, in Umbria, where he 
was overthrown in a great battle, with the lofs of fifty thoufand men. 

1<7 See Cod. Theod. 1 -xv. tit. xiv. leg. 13. The legal adits per- 
formed in his name, even the manumiffion of Haves, were declared 
invalid, till they had been formally repealed. 

and 
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and Italy 143 ; but the rebellious attempts of At- c H a p. 
talus and Heraclian, againft his perfonal fafety, , X3 ^ X1, . 
awakened, for a moment, the torpid inftin<5l of 
his nature. He was probably ignorant of the 
caufes and events which preferved him from thefe 
impending dangers ; and as Italy was no longer 
invaded by any foreign or domeltie enemies, he 
peaceably exifted in the palace of Ravenna, while 
the tyrants beyond the Alps were repeatedly van- 
quished in the name, and by the lieutenants of 
the fon of Theodofius I49 . In the courfe of a 
bufy and interefting narrative, I might poffibly 
forget to mention the death of fuch a prince: 
and I fliall therefore take the precaution of ob- 
ferving, in this place, that he furvived the laft 
liege of Rome about thirteen years. 

The ufurpation of Conftantine, who received lievoiu- 
the purple from the legions of Britain, had been 
fuccefsful : and Teemed to be fecure. His title Spain, 
was acknowledged, from the wall of Antoninus A,D * 
to the columns of Hercules; and, in the midft 4 ° 9 ” 413 * 
of the public diforder, he fliared the dominion. 


I4 '' I have difdained to mention a very foolilh, and probably a falfe, 
report (Procop. de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c, a.), that Honorius was alarmed 
by the lofs of Rome, till lie underftood that it was not a favourite 
chicken of that name, but only the capital of the world, which had been 
loft. Yet even this ftory is fome evidence of the public opinion. 

149 The materials for the lives of all thefe tyrants are taken from 
fix contemporary hiftorians, two Latins, and four Greeks : Orofius, 
l. vii. c. 43. p. 581, 583, 583.; Renatus Profuturus Frigeridus, apud 
Gregor. Turon. 1 . ii. c.9., in the hiftorians of France, tom.ii. p. 165, 
166. Zofimus, 1 . vi. p. 370, 371. Olympiodorus, apud Phot. p. 180, 
j8i. 184, 185. /Sozomen, 1 . ix. c. iz, 13, 14, 15,; and Philoftorglus, 
l.xi. c.5, 6., with Godefroy’s Differtations, p.447 — 481-; befides, 
the four Chronicles of Profper Tyro, Profper of Aquitain, Idatius 
and Marcellinus. 


and 
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c h A p. and the plunder of Gaul and Spain, with the 

, XXXL , tribes of Barbarians, whofe deftrutdive progrefs 
was no longer checked by the Rhine or Pyrenees. 
Stained with the blood of the kinfmen of Hono- 
rius, he exhorted, from the court of Ravenna, 
with which he fecretly correfponded, the ratifica- 
tion of his rebellious v claims. Conftantine en- 
gaged himfelf, by a folemn promife, to deliver 
Italy from the Goths ; advanced as far as the 
banks of the Po ; and after alarming, rather than 
affi fting, his pufillanimous ally, haftiiy returned to 
the palace of Arles, to celebrate, with intem- 
perate luxury, his vain and oftentatious triumph. 
But this tranfient profperity was foon interrupted 
and deftroyed by the revolt of Count Gerontius, 
the braveft of his generals ; who, during the ab- 
fence of his fon Conttans, a prince already in- 
vefted with the Imperial purple, had been left to 
command in the provinces of Spain. For fome 
reafon, of which we are ignorant, Gerontius, 
inftead of aftuming the diadem, placed it on the 
head of his friend Maximus, who fixed his refi- 
dence at Tarragona, while the active count 
preffed forwards, through the Pyrenees, to fur- 
prifetlie two emperors, Conftantine and Conftans, 
before they could prepare for their defence. 
The fon was made prifoner at Vienna, and im- 
mediately put to death : and the unfortunate 
youth had fcarcely leifure to deplore the elevation 
of his family ; which had tempted, or compelled 
him, facrilegioufly todefert the peaceful obfcurity 
of the monaftic life. The father maintained a 
13 fiege 
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flege within the walls of Arles ; but thofe walls G H AP. 
mult have yielded to the affailants, had not the ^ ~ > 
city been unexpectedly relieved by the approach 
of an Italian army. The name of Honorius, the 
proclamation of a lawful emperor, aftonifhed the 
contending parties of the rebels. Gerontius, 
abandoned by his own troops, efcaped to the 
confines of Spain; and refcued his name from 
oblivion, by the Roman courage which appeared 
to animate the laft moments of his life. In the 
middle of the night, a great body of his perfidious 
foldiers furroimded, and attacked his 1 houfe, 
which he had ftrongly barricaded. His wife, a va- 
liant friend of the nation of the Alani, and fome 
faithful Haves, were ftill attached to his perfon ; 
and he ufed, with fo much fkill and refolution, a 
large magazine of darts and arrows, that above 
three hundred of the affailants loft their lives in 
the attempt. His Haves, when all the miffile 
weapons were fpent, fled at the dawn of day; 
and Gerontius, if he had not been reftrainedby 
conjugal tendernefs, might have imitated their 
example ; till the foldiers, provoked by fttch ob- 
ilinate refiftance, applied fire on all fides to the 
houfe. In this fatal extremity, he complied with 
the requeft of his Barbarian friend, and cut off 
his head. The wife of Gerontius, who conjured 
him not to abandon her to a life of mifery and 
difgraee, eagerly prefen ted her neck to his fword ; 
and the tragic fcene was terminated by the death 
of the count himfelf, who, after three ineffectual 
strokes, drew a ftiort dagger, and fheathed it in 
z 4 his 
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his heart 150 . The unprotected Maximus, whom 
he had invefted with the purple, was indebted 
for his life to the contempt that was entertained 
of his power and abilities. The caprice of the 
Barbarians, who ravaged Spain, once more feated 
this Imperial phantom on the throne : but they 
foon refigned him to the juftice of Honoring y 
and the tyrant Maximus, after he had been fhewn 
to the people of Ravenna and Rome, was publicly 
executed. 

The general, Conflantius was his name, who 
railed by his approach the liege of Arles, and 
diffipated the troops of Gerontius, was born 
a Roman : and this remarkable diftinCtion is 
ftrongly expreffive of the decay of military fpirit 
among the lubjeCts of the empire. The ftrength 
and majefty which were confpicuous in the per- 
fon of that general ISI , marked him, in the popu- 
lar opinion, as a candidate worthy of the throne, 
which he afterwards afcended. In the familiar 
intercourfe of private life, his manners were 
cheerful and engaging : nor would he fometimes 
difdain, in the licence of convivial mirth, to vie 

150 The praifes which Sozomen has bellowed on this atSl of defpair, 
appear llrange and fcandalous in the mouth of an ecclefiaftical hif- 
torian. He obferves (p. 379.), that the wife of Gerontius was a 
Chrjlian ; and that her death' was" worthy of her religion, and of 
immortal fame. 

,Jr E iclog alloy TVfxmSoc, is the expreffion of Olympiodorus, which 
he feems to have borrowed from JEolm, a tragedy of Euripides, of 
which feme fragments only are now extant (Euripid. Barnes, tom. ii. 
p. 443. ver. 38.). This allufion may prove, that the ancient tragic 
oets were ftill familiar to the Greeks of the fifth century. 

with 
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with the pantomimes themfelves, in the exercifes 
of their ridiculous profeflion. But when the 
trumpet fummoned him to arms ; when he 
mounted his horfe, and, bending down (for fuch 
was his lingular pra6tice) almoft upon the neck, 
fiercely rolled his large animated eyes round the 
field, Conftantius then ftruek terror into his foes, 
and infpired his foldiers with the aflurance of 
vidlory. He had received from the Court of 
Ravenna the important commiflion of extirpating 
rebellionin the provinces of the Welt; and the 
pretended emperor Conftantine, after enjoying a 
fhort and anxious refpite, was again belieged in 
his capital by the arms of a more formidable 
enemy. Yet this interval allowed time for a 
fuccefsful negociation with the Franks and Ale- 
manni ; and his ambafiador, Edobic, foon re- 
turned, at the head of an army, to difturb the 
operations of the fiege of Arles. The Roman 
general, inllead of expecting the attack in his 
lines, boldly, and perhaps wifely, refolved to pafs 
the Rhone, and to meet the Barbarians, His 
meafures were conduced with fo much fkill and 
fecrecy, that, while they engaged the infantry of 
Conftantius in the front, they were fuddenly at- 
tacked, furrounded, and deftroyed by the cavalry 
of his lieutenant Ulphilas, who had filently 
gained an advantageous poll in their rear. The 
remains of the army of Edobic were prelerved by 
flight or fubmiflion, and their leader efcaped from 
the field of battle to the houfe of a faithlefs 
friend ; who too clearly underftood, that the head 

of 
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e HAP. of his obnoxious guefl would be an acceptable 
an( i lucrative prefent for the Imperial general. 
On this occafion Conftantius behaved with the 
magnanimity of a genuine Roman. Subduing, 
or fuppreffing, every fentimeiit of jealoufy, he 
publicly acknowledged the merit and fer vices of 
Ulphilas : but he turned with horror from the 
aflaffin of Edobic; and ilernly intimated his com- 
mands, that the camp fliould no longer be pol- 
luted by the prefence of an ungrateful wretch, 
who had violated the laws of frien fillip and 
hofpitality. The ufurper, who beheld, from the 
walls of Arles, the ruin of his laft hopes, was 
tempted to place fome confidence in fo generous 
a conqueror. He required a folemn promife for 
his fecurity ; and after receiving, by the impofi- 
tion of hands, the facred character of a Chriftian 
Prefbyter, he ventured to open the gates of the 
city. But he foon experienced, that the prin- 
ciples of honour and integrity, which might re- 
gulate the ordinary condudfc of Conftantius, were 
fuperfeded by the loofe doftrines of political 
Death of morality. The Roman general, indeed, refufed 
the ufurper to fully his laurels with the blood of Conflantine ; 
tine, " but the abdicated Emperor, and his fon Julian, 
a.d. 4xt, were fent under a ftrong guard into Italy; and 
Nov. »8. before ti ie y reached the palace of Ravenna, they 
met the minifters of death. 

Fall of the At a time when it was univerfally confefted, 
JovLus 8 ’ that aimoft every man in the empire was fuperior 
Sebaftian, in perfonal merit to the princes whom the acci- 
dent of their birth had feated on the throne, a 

rapid 



OE THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 


rapid fucceffion of ufurpers, regardlefs of the fate e H a p. 
of their, predeceffors, Hill continued to arife. t XXXL \ 
This/nifchief was peculiarly felt in the provinces an d Atta- 
of Spain and Gaul, where the principles of order Ius » 
and obedience had been extinguilhed by war and 4II J_ 4 j 
rebellion. Before Conftantine refigned the pur- 
ple, and in the fourth month of the liege of Arles, 
intelligence was received in the Imperial camp, 
that Jovinus had affumed the diadem at Mentz, 
in the Upper Germany, at the mitigation of 
Goar, King of the Alani, and of Gun tiariiis. 

King of the Burgundians; and that the candidate, 
oil whom they had bellowed the empire, ad- 
vanced with a formidable holt of Barbarians, 
from the banks of the Rhine to tliofe of the 
Rhone. Every circumltance is dark and extraor- 
dinary in the Ihort hiftory of the reign of Jovinus. 

It was natural to expedt, that a brave and Ikilful 
general, at the head of a victorious army, would 
have averted, in a held of battle, the jullice of 
the caufe of Honorius. The halty retreat of 
Conllantius might be juflified by weighty rea- 
fons ; but he refigned, without ti Itruggle, the 
poffeffion of Gaul : and Dardanus, the Praetorian 
prsefedfc, is recorded as the only magiitrate who 
refufed to yield obedience to the ufurper I52 . 

152 Sidonius Apollinaris (l.v. epift. 9. p.139. and Not; Sirmond. 
p. 58.)) after IHgmatifing the inconjlancy of Conftantine, the facility of 
Jovinus, the perfidy of Gerontius, continues to obferve, that all the 
vices of thefe tyrants were united in the perfon of Dardanus. Yet the 
prsfedk fupported a refpedtable character in the world, and even in the 
church ; held a devout correfpondence with St. Auguftin and St. Jerora ; 
and was complimented by the latter (tom. iii. p. 66.) with the epithets 
of Chriftianorum Nobiliffime, and Nobilium Chriftianiffime. 

When 
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c h A P. When the Goths, two years after the fiege of 

t XXXL , Rome, eftablifhed their quarters in Gaul, it was 
natural to fuppofe that their inclination could be 
divided only between the Emperor Honorius, 
with whom they had formed a recent alliance, 
and the degraded Attalus, whom they referved 
in their camp for the occafional purpofe of acting 
the part of a mufician or a monarch. Yet in a 
moment of difguft (for which it is not eafy to 
affign a caufe, or a date), Adolphus connedted 
himfelf with the ufurper of Gaul ; and impofed 
on Attalus the ignominious talk of negociating 
the treaty, which ratified his own difgrace. We 
are again furprifed to read, that, inftead of con- 
fidering the Gothic alliance as the firineft fupport 
of his throne, Jovinus upbraided, in dark and 
ambiguous language, the officious importunity 
of Attalus ; that, fconiing the advice of his great 
ally, he invefted with the purple his brother Se- 
baftian j and that he mpfl imprudently accepted 
the feryice of Sarus, when that gallant chief, the 
foldier of Honorius, was provoked to defert the 
court of a prince, who knew not how to reward, 
or puniffi. Adolphus, educated among a race of 
warriors, who efteemed the duty of revenge as 
the moft precious and facred portion of their in- 
heritance, advanced with a body often thoufknd 
Goths to encounter the hereditary enemy of the 
houfe of Balti. He attacked Sarus at an un- 
guarded moment, when he was accompanied 
only by eighteen or twenty of his valiant fol- 
lowers. U nited by friendfhip, animated by defpair, 
12 but 
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but at length oppreffed by multitudes, this band chap. 
of heroes deferved the efteem, without exciting xxx1, , 
the compaffion, of their enemies j and the lion 
whs no fooner taken in the toils 153 , than he was 
inftantly difpatched. The death of Sarus dif- 
folved the loofe alliance which Adolphus Hill 
maintained with the ufurpers of Gaul. He 
again liftened to the dilates of love and pru- 
dence ; and foon fatisfied the brother of Pla- 
cidia, by the affurance that he would imme- 
diately tranfmitj to the palace of Ravenna, the 
heads of the two tyrants, Jovinus an d Sebaltian , 

The king of the Goths executed his promife 
without difficulty or delay : the helplefs brothers, 
unfupported by any perfonal merit, were aban- 
doned by their Barbarian auxiliaries j and the 
fhort oppofition of Valentia was expiated by the 
ruin of one of the nobleft cities of Gaul. The 
Emperor, chofen by the Roman fenate, who had 
been promoted, degraded, infulted, reftored, 
again degraded, and again infulted, was finally 
abandoned to his fate: but when the Gothic King 
withdrew his protection he was reftained, by 
pity or contempt, from offering any violence to 
the perfon of Attalus. The unfortunate Attalus, 
who was left without fubjeCts or allies, embarked 
in one of the ports of Spain, in fearch of fome 

153 The expreffion may be underftood almoft literally; Olympiodorus 
fays, [xo\i- trotxxois sfyypnosiv. Xawocoj (or cuxog) may lignify a fack, or 
a loofe garment ; and this method of entangling and catching an 
enemy, laciniis contortis, was much pradlifed by the Huns (Ammian. 
xxxi. 2.). II fut pris vif avec des filets, is the tranflation of Tillemont, 

Hift, des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 608. 


fectire 



THE DECLINE AND TALE 

chap, fecure and folitary retreat : but lie was inter- 
t X ^ XI, _, cepted at fea, conducted to the prefence of 
Honorius, led in triumph through .the ftreets of 
Home or Ravenna, and publicly expofed to the 
gazing multitude, on thefecond ftepofthe throne 
of his invincible conqueror. The fame meafure 
of punifhment, with which, in the days of his 
prosperity, he was accufed of menacing his rival, 
was infli6ted on Attalus himfelf: he was con- 
demned, after the amputation of two fingers, to 
a perpetual exile in the Ifle of Lipari, where he 
was fupplied with the decent neceffaries of life. 
The remainder of the reign of Honorius was 
undifturbed by rebellion ; and it may be ob- 
ferved, that, in the lpace of five years, feven 
ufurpers had yielded to the fortune of a prince, 
who was himfelf incapable either of counfel or of 
adtion. 

Invafion of The iituation of Spain, feparated on all tides 
Spam by f rom the enemies of Home, by the fea, by the 
Vandals, mountains, and by intermediate provinces, had 
Aiam,&c. fecured the long tranquillity of that remote and 
pa. ij? 9 ’ fequeftered country ; and we may obferve, as a 
lure fymptom of domeftic happinefs, that in a 
period of four hundred years, Spain furnifhed 
very few materials to the liiftory of the Homan 
empire. The footfteps of the Barbarians, who, 
in the reign of Gallienus, had penetrated beyond 
the Pyrenees, were foon obliterated by the return- 
of peace ; and in the fourth century of the Chris- 
tian sera, the cities of Emerita, or Merida, of 
Corduba, Seville, Bracara, and Tarragona, were 
numbered with the moft illuftrious of the Roman 

world. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 


World. The various plenty of the animal, the c H A P. 
vegetable, and the mineral kingdoms, was/im- xxxi. 
proved and manufactured By the ikill of an in- 
duftrious people ; and the peculiar advantages of 
naval llores contributed to fupport an extenfive 
and profitable trade 154 . The arts and fciences 
ilourilhed under the protection of the Emperors 5 
and if the character of the Spaniards was enfee- 
bled by peace and fervitude, the hoftile approach 
of the Germans, who had fpread terror and de- 
flation from the Rhine to the Pyrenees, feemed 
to rekindle fome fparks of military ardour. As 
long as the defence of the mountains was en- 
trufted to the hardy and faithful militia of the 
country, they fuccefsfully repelled the frequent 
attempts of the Barbarians. But no fooner had 
the national troops been compelled to reiign their 
poll to the Honorian bands, in the fervice of 
Conflantine, than the gates of Spain weretrea- 
cheroiifly betrayed to the public enemy, about 
ten months before the fack of Rome by the 
Goths lss . The confcioufnefs of guilt, and the 
third of rapine, prompted the mercenary guards 

,5} Without recurring to the more - ancient writers, I lhall quote 
three refpe&able teftimonies which belong to the fourth and feventh 
centuries; the Expofitio totius Mundi (p.16., in the third volume of 
Hudfon’s Minor Geographers), Aufonius (de Claris Urbibus, p. 343. 
edit. Toll.), and Ifidore of Seville (Pnefat. ad Cluron. ap. Grotium, 

Hilt. Goth. 707.). Many particulars relative to the fertility and trade 
of Spain, may be found in Nonnius, Hifpania Illuftrata, and in Huet, 

Hift. du Commerce des Anciens, c. 40. p. a»8— *34. 

155 The date is accurately fixed in the Fafti, and the Chronicle of 
Idatius. Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 40. p.578.) imputes the lofs of Spain to 
the treachery of the Honorians; -while Sozomen (L ix. c. i».) accufes 
only their negligence. 
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chap, of the Pyrenees to defert their ftation ; to invite 
XXXI. the arms 0 f the Suevi, the Vandals, and the 
' Alani ; and to fwell the torrent which was poured 

with irrefiftible violence from the frontiers of 
Gaul to the fea of Africa. The misfortunes of 
Spain may be defcribed in the language of its 
moft eloquent hiftorian, who has concifely ex- 
prefled the paffionate, and perhaps exaggerated, 
declamations of contemporary writers Is6 . <c The 
<e irruption of thefe nations was followed by the 
ce mod dreadful calamities : as the Barbarians 
te exercifed their indifcriminate cruelty on the 
V fortunes of the Romans and the Spaniards ; 
“ and ravaged with equal fury the cities and the 
“ open country . The progrefs of famine reduced 
“ the miferable inhabitants to feed on the ffefh 
££ of their fellow-creatures ; and even the wild 
“ beads who multiplied, without eontroul, in 
<£ the defert, were exafperated, by the tafte of 
“ blood, and the impatience of hunger, boldly 
“ to attack and devour their human prey. Pet 
<c tilence loon appeared, the infeparable compa- 
M nion of famine ; a large proportion of the peo- 
66 pie was fwept away ; and the groans of the 
<e dying excited only the envy of their furviving 
“ friends. At length the Barbarians, fatiated 
“ with carnage and rapine, and afflidted by the 
tc contagious evils which they themfelves had 
<£ introduced, fixed their permanent feats in the 

156 Idatius wiflies to apply the prophecies of Daniel to thefe national 
calamities ; and is therefore obliged, to accommodate the circumftances 
of the event to die terms of the predidlion. 

cc depopu- 
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depopulated country. The ancient Gallicia, <? H A P. 
whofe limits included the kingdom of Old , 

66 Caftille, was divided between the Suevi and 
66 the Vandals j the Alani were fcattered over 
<£ the provinces of Carthagena and Lufitania, 
ce from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic Ocean ; 
u and the fruitful territory of Boetica was allotted 
“ to the Silingi, another branch of the Vandalic 
ee nation. After regulating this partition, the 
fiC conquerors contrasted with their new fubje6ts 
c£ fome reciprocal engagements of prote6tion and 
“ obedience: the lands were again cultivated; 

C£ and the towns and villages were again oc- 
ee cupied by a captive people. The greateft 
“ part of the Spaniards was even difpofed to 
es prefer this new condition of poverty and bar- 
cc barifm, to the fevere oppreffions of the Roman 
ee government ; yet there were many who ftill 
cc afferted their native freedom ; and who refufed, 

<s more efpecialiy in the mountains of Gallicia, 

6e to fubmit to the Barbarian yoke IS V* 

The important prefent of the heads of Jovinus Adolphus, 
and Sebailian, had approved the friendfhip of 
Adolphus, and reftored Gaul to the obedience of marches 
his brother Honorius. Peace was incompatible ^ Spa [ in '’ 
with the iituation and temper of the King of the 
Goths. He readily accepted the propofal of 

157 Mariana de Rebus Hifpanicis, 1, v. c. 1. tom. i. p. 148. Hag. 

Comit. 1733. He had read, in Orofius (l.vii. c. 41. p. 579.), that the 
Barbarians had turned their fwords into ploughfhares : and that many 
of the Provincials had preferred inter Barbaras pauperem libertatem 
quam inter Romanos tributariam folicitudinem fuftinere. 
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CHAf, turning his vi6torious arms againfl the Barbarians 
i . X ^ XJ ’ ■ °f Spain : the troops of Conitantius intercepted 
his communication with the fea-ports of Gaul, 
and gently prefled his march towards the Py- 
renees 158 : he palled the mountains, and fur- 
prifed, in the name of the Emperor, the city of 
Barcelona. The fondnefs of Adolphus for his 
Roman bride, was not abated by time or pof- 
fefiion ; and the birth of a fon, furnamed, from 
Ills iliultrious grandlire, Theodofius, appeared to 
fix him for ever in the interelt of the republic. 
The lofs of that infant, whofe remains were 
depolited in a filver coffin in one of the 
churches near Barcelona, affiidled his parents ; 
but the grief of the Gothic king w r as fuf- 
pended by the labours of the field ; and the 
courfe of his victories was foon interrupted by 
domeflic treafon. He had imprudently received 
into bis fervice one of the followers of Sarus ; 
a Barbarian of a daring Ipirit, but of a diminu- 
tive llature ; whofe lecret defire of revenging the 
death of his beloved patron, was continually 
irritated by the farcafms of his infolent matter* 
His death, Adolphus was afiaffinated in the palace of 
Augu'ft 15 ’ Barcelona *, the laws of the fucceffion were vio- 
lated by a tumultuous fadtion 159 ; and a Itranger 

558 This mixture of force and perfuafion may he fairly inferred from 
comparing Orofius and Jornandes, the Roman and the Gothic hif- 
torian. 

,59 According to the fyftem of Jornandes (c. 33. p. 659.), the true 
hereditary right to the Gothic fceptre was veiled in the Amali ; but 
thofe princes, who were the vaffals of the Huns, commanded the 
tribes of the Oftrogoths in fome diftant parts of Germany or Scythia. 
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to the royal race, Singeric, the brother of Sarus c H AP. 
himfelf, was feated on the Gothic throne. The ._ XXXI ‘ . 
fir ft a6t of his reign was the inhuman murder of 
the fix children of Adolphus, the iffue of a for- 
mer marriage, whom lie tore, without pity, from 
the feeble arms of a venerable bifhop I6 °. The 
unfortunate Placidia, inftead of the refpe&ful 
companion, which fhe might have excited in the 
molt favage breads, was treated with cruel and 
wanton infult. The daughter of the Emperor 
Theodofius, confounded among a crowd of vul- 
gar captives, was compelled to march on foot 
above twelve miles, before the horfe of a Bar- 
barian, the affaffin of an hufband whom Pla- 
cidia loved and lamented l6l v 

But Placidia foon obtained the pleafure of re- T!ie G °tts 
venge ; and the view of her ignominious fuller- ^reftor® 
ings might roufe an indignant people againft the Spian, 
tyraiit, who was affaffinated on the feventh day of 
his ufurpation. After the death of Singeric, the 
free choice of the nation bedowed the Gothic 
fceptre on Wallia : whofe warlike and ambitious 
temper appeared, in the beginning of his reign, 
extremely hodiie to the republic. He marched 
in arms, from Barcelona to the fhores of the At- 
lantic Ocean, which the ancients revered and 
dreaded as the boundary of the world. But 
when he reached the fouthern promontory of 

160 The murder is related by Olympiodorus ; but the number of 
the children is taken, from an. epitaph of fufpedted authority. 

161 The death of Adolphus' was celebrated at Conftantiuople with 
illuminations and Circenfian games. (See Chron, Alexandra).}, 

If may feem doubtful, whether the Greeks, were adluated, on this 
occafion, by their’ hatred of the Barbarians, or of the Latins.' 

a a 2 Spain, 
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Spain 16 % and, from the rock now covered by the 
fortrefs of Gibraltar, contemplated the neigh- 
bouring and fertile coaft of Africa. Wallia re- 
fumed the defigns of conquefl, which had been 
interrupted by the death of Alaric. The winds 
and waves again difappointedthe enterprife of the 
Goths ; and the minds of a fuperftitious people 
were deeply affected by the repeated difafters of 
ft onus and ftiipwrecks. In this difpofition, the 
fucceftor of Adolphus no longer refufed to liften 
to a Roman ambaftador, whofe propofals were 
enforced by the real, orfuppofed, approach of a 
numerous army, under the condudt of the brave 
Conftantius. A folemn treaty was ftipulated and 
obferved : Placidia was honourably reftored to 
her brother; fix hundred thoufand meafures of 
wheat were delivered to the hungry Goths 163 ; 
and Wallia engaged to draw his fword in the 
fervice of the empire. A bloody war was in- 
ftantly excited among the Barbarians of Spain ; 
and the contending princes are faid to have ad- 
drefted their letters, their ambaffadors, and their 
hoftages, to the throne of the Weftern Emperor, 
exhorting him to remain a tranquil fpedtator of 
their conteft *, the events of which muft be favour- 
able to the Romans, by the mutual daughter of 

* f,J Quod TarUjJiacis avus hujus Vallia terns 
Vandalicas turraas, et jundti Martis Alanos 
Stravit, et occiduam texere cadavera Calpen. 

Sidon. Apollinar. in Panegyr. Anthem, 363. 

' p. 300. edit. Sirmond. 

163 This fupply was very acceptable: the Goths were infulted by 
the Vandals of Spain with the epithet of Truli , becaufe, in their ex- 
treme diftrefs, they had given apiece of gold for a trula, or about 
half a pound of flour. Olympiod. apud.Phot. p, 189. 
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their common enemies l64 . The Spanifh war was chap. 
obftinately fupported, during three campaigns, XXXI « , 
with defperate valour, and various fuccefs j and 
the martial achievements of Wallia diffufed 
through the empire the fuperior renown of the 
Gothic hero. He exterminated the Silingi, who 
had irretrievably ruined the elegant plenty of the 
province of Boetica. He flew, in battle, the King 
of the Alani ; and the remains of thofe Scythian 
wanderers, who efcaped from the field, inftead of 
choofing a new leader, humbly fought a refuge 
under the flandard of the Vandals, with whom 
they were ever afterwards confounded. The 
Vandals themfelves, and the Suevi, yielded to 
the efforts of the invincible Goths. The pro- 
mifcuous multitude of Barbarians, whofe re- 
treat had been intercepted, were driven into the 
mountains of Gallicia ; where they ftill continued, 
in a narrow compafs, and on a barren foil, to ex-t 
ercife their domeftic and implacable hoftilities. 

In the pride of victory, ‘Wallia was faithful to his 
engagements : he reftored his Spanifh conquefts 
to the obedience of Honorius ; and the tyranny 
of the Imperial officers foon reduced an opprefled 
people to regret the time of their Barbarian fer- 
vitude. While the event of the war was ftill 
doubtful, the firft advantages obtained by the 

164 Orofius inferts a copy of thefe pretended letters. Tu cum om- 
nibus pacem habe, omniumque obfides accipe ; nos nobis confligimus, 
nobis perimus, tibi vincimus ; immortalis vero qujeftus erat Reipub- 
licce luse, fi utrique pereamus. The idea is juft ; but X cannot per- 
faade myfelf that it was entertained, or expreffed, by the Barbarians. 
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arms of 'Wallia, had encouraged the court of Ra- 
venna to decree the honours ofa triumph to their 
feeble fovereign. He entered Rome like the an- 
cient conquerors of nations ; and if the monu- 
ments of fervile corruption had not long lince 
met with the fate which they deferred, we fhould 
probably find that a crowd of poets, and orators, 
of magift rates, and bifhops, applauded the for- 
tune, the wifdom, and the invincible courage, of 
the Emperor Honorius ,6 *. 

Such a triumph might have been juftly claimed 
by the ally of Rome, if Wallia, before he repaffed 
the Pyrenees, had extirpated the feeds of the 
Spanifh war. His victorious Goths, forty-three 
years after they had patted the Danube, were 
eftablilhed, according to the faith of treaties, in 
the poffeffion of the fecond Aquitain ; a mari- 
time province between the Garonne and the 
Loire, under the civil and ecclefiaflical jurifdic- 
tion of Bourdeaux. . That metropolis, advanta- 
geoufly fituatcd for the trade of the ocean, was 
built in a regular and elegant form ; and its 
numerous inhabitants were diflinguifhed among 
the Gauls by their wealth, their learning, and 
the politenefs of tlieir manners. The adjacent 
province, which has been fondly compared to 
the garden of Eden, is bleffed with a fruitful foil, 
and a temperate climate : the face of the country 

xCs Romam triumphans ingreditur, is the formal exprefiion of Prof- 
per’s Chronicle. The fails which relate to the death of Adolphus, 
and the exploits of Wallia, are related from Olympiodorus (apud Phot, 
p. 188.), Orofius (I. vii. c. 43. p. 584 — 587.), Jornandes (de Rebus 
Geticis, c. 31, 32.), and the Chronicles of Idatius and Ifadore. 
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difplayed the arts and the rewards of induftry j chap. 
and the Goths, after their martial toils, laxuri- t X X ^ L , 
oufly exhaufted the rich vineyards of Aquitain 166 . 

The Gothic limits were enlarged by the addi- 
tional gift of fome neighbouring diocefes j and 
the fuccelfors of Alaricfixed their royal refidence 
at Thouloufe, which included five populous 
quarters, or cities, within the fpacious circuit 
of its walls. About the fame time, in the laft 
years of the reign of I-Ionorius, the Goths, the 
Burgundians, and the Franks, obtained a The Bur- 
permanent feat and dominion in the provinces gundians ‘ j 
of Gaul. The liberal grant of the ufurper 
Jovinus to his Burgundian allies, was confirmed 
by the lawful Emperor ; the lands of theFirft, or 
Upper Germany, were ceded to thofe formidable 
Barbarians ; and they gradually occupied, either 
by conqueft or treaty, the two provinces which 
Hill retain, with the titles of Duchy and of 
County , the national appellation of Burgundy t6 V 
The Franks, the valiant and faithful allies of the 
Roman republic, were foon tempted to imitate 
the invaders, whom they had fo bravely refilled. 

166 Aufonius (de Claris Urbibus, p. 257 — 26a.) celebrates !3our- 
deaux with the partial affe&ion of a native. See in Salvian (de Gu- 
bera. Dei, p,aa8. Paris, 1608.) a florid defcription of the provinces 
of Aquitain and Novempopulania. 

lf, 7 Oroflus (1. vii. c. 32. p- 550.) commends the mildnefs and 
modcfty of thefe Burgundians, ■who treated their fubje&s of Gaul as 
their Cliriflian brethren. Mafcou has illuftrated the origin of their 
kingdom in the four firft annotations at the end of his laborious Hit* 
tory of the Ancient Germans, vol.ii. p.555 — 572. of the Englifh 
tranflation. 
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c H A P. Treves, the capital of Gaul, was pillaged by their 
, x ™‘ , lawlefs bands ; and the humble colony, which 
they fo long maintained in the diftridt of Tox- 
andria, and Brabant, infenfibly multiplied along 
the banks of the Meufe and Scheld, till their in- 
dependent power filled the whole extent of the 
Second, or Lower Germany. Thefe fa6ls may 
be fufficiently juftified by hiftoric evidence ; but 
the foundation of the French monarchy by Pha- 
ramond, the con quells, the laws, and even the 
exiflence, of that hero, have been juftly arraigned 
by the impartial feverity of modern criticifm l6S . 
state of the The ruin of the opulent provinces of Gaul 
fnGaX 3 ma y dated from the eftablifhment of thefe Bar- 
A. D. 4W. barians, whofe alliance was dangerous and op- 
- c * prefiive, and who were capri cioufly impelled, by 
intereft or pafiion, to violate the public peace, 
A heavy and partial ranfom was impofed on the 
furviving provincials, who had efcaped the cala- 
mities of war ; the fairefl and moll fertile lands 
were affigned to the rapacious llrangers, for the 
ufe of their families, their Haves, and their cattle ; 
and the trembling natives relinquilhed with a %h 
the inheritance of their fathers. Yet thefe do- 
meflic misfortunes, which are feldom the lot of 
a vanquilhed people, had been felt and infli&ed 

,ss See Mafcou, 1 . viii. c.43, 44, 45. Except in a fhort and 
Mpicious line of the Chronicle of Profper (in tom. i. p. 638.), the 
name of Pharamond is never mentioned before the feventh century. 
•The author of the Gefta Francorum (intom.ii. p. 543.) fuggefts, 
probably enough, that the choice of Pharamond, or at leaft of a king, 
was recommended to the Franks by his father Marcomir, who was 
an exile in Tufcany. 
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by the Romans themfelves, not only in the in- c 
folenee of foreign con quell, but in the madnefs 
of civil difcord. The Triumvirs profcribed 
eighteen of the molt flouriflring colonies of Italy ; 
and diftributed their lands and houfes .to the 
veterans who revenged the death of Caefar, and 
oppreffed the liberty of their country. Two 
poets, of unequal fame, have deplored, in limilar 
circumllances, the lofs of their patrimony ; but 
the legionaries of Augullus appear to have fur- 
paffed, in violence and injuitice, the Barbarians, 
who invaded Gaul under the reign of Honor ius. 
It was not without the utmofl difficulty that 
Virgil efcaped from the fword of the Centurion, 
who had ulurped his farm in the neighbourhood 
of Mantua 169 ; but Paulinus of Bourdeaux re- 
ceived a fum of money from his Gothic purchafer, 
which he accepted with pleafure and furprife; 
and, though it was much inferior to the real 
value of his ellate, this a6l of rapine was dilguifed 
by fome colours of moderation and equity I7 °. 
The odious names of conquerors, was foftened 
into the mild and friendly appellation of th eguejfs 

163 O Lycida, ■yivi pervenimus ; advena noftri 

(Quod nunquam veriti furaus) ut pofleffor agelli 
Diceret: Hsecmeafunt; veteres migrate coloni. 

Nunc vi&i triftes, See. 

See the whole of the 9 th eclogue, with the ufeful Commentary of 
Servius. Fifteen miles of the Mantuan territority were affigned to the 
veterans, with a refervation, in favour of the inhabitants, of three 
miles round the city. Even in this favour they were cheated by Alfeaus 
Varus, a famous lawyer, and one of the commifixoners, who meafured 
eight hundred paces of water and morafs. 

170 See the remarkable pafiage of the Euchatifticon of Paujinus, 
SIS- apud Mafcou, 1. viii. c. 43* 
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CHAP, of the Romans ; and the Barbarians of Gaul* 
XXXI. more efpecially the Goths, repeatedly declared, 
r "” iJ that they were bound to the people by the ties of 
hofpitality, and to the Emperor by the duty of 
allegiance and military fervice. The title of 
Honorius and his fucceftors, their laws, and their 
civil magillrates, were ftill refpedted in the pro- 
vinces of Gaul, of which they had reiigned the 
pofteftion to the Barbarian allies ; and the kings, 
who exercifed a fupreme and independent autho- 
rity over their native fubjedts, atnbitioufly foli- 
cited the more honourable rank of m after- 
generals of the Imperial armies 171 . Such was 
the involuntaryreverence which the Roman name 
ftill impreffed on the minds of thofe warriors, 
who had borne away in triumph the fpoils of 
the Capitol. 

Revolt of Whilft Italy was ravaged by the Goths, and 
and / 1 a f ucce ^ on °f feeble tyrants opprefted the pro* 

rica, vinces beyond the Alps, the Britilh iftand fepa- 

A.D.409. ra ted itfelf from the body of the Roman empire. 
The regular forces, which guarded that remote 
province, had been gradually withdrawn ; and 
Britain was abandoned, without defence, to the 
Saxon pirates, and the favages of Ireland and 
Caledonia. The Britons* reduced to this ex- 
tremity, no longer relied on the tardy and 
doubtful aid of a declining monarchy. They 
aftembled in arms, repelled the invaders, and 

171 This important truth is eftablifhcd by the accuracy of Til- 
lemont (Hilt, des Eixjp. tom. v. p. 641.), and by the ingenuity of the 
Abbe Dubos (Hill, de l’Etabliflement de la Monarchic Frangoife 
dans les Gaules, tom. i. p. 259.). 
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rejoiced in the important difcovery of their own cha P. 
Strength I7 “. AfBidted by fimilar calamities, and i ^ xx ^ XL _ f 
actuated by the fame fpirit, the Armorican 
provinces (a name which comprehended the ma- 
ritime countries of Gaul between the Seine and 
the Loire 173 ) refdlved to imitate the example 
of the neighbouring ifland. They expelled the 
Roman magiftrates, who adted under the au- 
thority of the ufurper Confiantine ; and a free 
government was eftablilhed among a people 
who had fo long been fubject to the arbitrary 
will of a matter. The independence of Britain 
and Armorica was foon confirmed by Honorius 
himfelf, the lawful Emperor of the Welt ; and 
the letters, by which he committed to the new 
Hates the care of their own fafety, might be 
interpreted as an abfolute and perpetual abdi- 
cation of the exercife and rights of fovereignty. 

This interpretation was, in fome meafure, jufli- 
fied by the event. After the ufurpers of Gaul 
had fucceffively fallen, the maritime provinces 
were reftored to the empire. Yet their obe- 
dience was imperfect and precarious: the 
vain, inconftant, rebellious dilpofition of the 
people, was incompatible either with freedom, 

172 Zofimus ( 1 . vi. p. 376. 383.) relates in a few words the revolt, 
of Britain and. Armorica. Our antiquarians, even the great Cambden 
himfelf, have been betrayed into many grofs errors, by, their imperfect 
knowledge of the hiltory of the continent. 

173 The limits of Armorica are defined by two national geogra- 
phers, Mefiieurs de Valois and D*AnviUe, in their Notitiasoi Ancient 
Gaul. The word had been ufed in a more extenfive, and was . after- 
wards contracted to a much narrower, fignification. 
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or fervitude 174 ; and Armorica, though it could 
not long maintain the form of a republic I7S , was 
agitated by frequent and deftrufitive revolts. 
Britain was irrecoverably loll I?6 . But as the 
emperors wifely acquiefced in the independence 
of a remote province, the reparation was not 
embittered by the reproach of tyranny or rebel- 
lion 5 and the claims of allegiance and prote6lion 
were fucceeded by the mutual and voluntary 
offices of national friendfliip 177 . 

This revolution diffolved the artificial fabric 
of civil and militury government, and the inde- 

409—449* 

*J* Gens inter geminos notiffima clauditur amnes, 
Axmoricanaprius veteri cognomine didta. 

Torva, ferox, ventofa, procax, incauta, rebellis; 

Inconftans, difparque fibi novitatis amore ; 

Prodiga verborum, fed non et prodiga fadti. 

Erricus, Monach. in Vit. St. German!, 1 . v. apud Valef. Notit. Gal- 
liarum. p. 4 3. Valefius alleges feveral teftimonies to confirm this cha- 
racter ; to which I fhall add the evidence of the prelbyter Conftantine 
(A.D. 488.), who, in the life of St. Germain, calls the Armorican 
rebels mobilem et indifciplinatum populum. See the Hiftorians of 
France, tom. i. p. 643. 

175 I thought it neceflary to enter my proteft againft this part of the 
fyftem of the Abbe Dubos, which Montelquieu has fo vigoroufly 
eppofed. See Efprit des Lois, 1 . xxx. c. 34. 

1,5 BgET«vyia» p.E» toe Pw/acmoe ayaow«cr 0 «i ukbti e^ov, are the words 
of Procopius (de Bell. Vandal, l.i. c.». p. 181. Louvre edition) in a 
very important pafiage, which has been too much negledted. Even 
Bede (Hift. Gent. Anglican. 1 . 1. c. la. p. 50. edit. Smith) acknow- 
ledges that the Romans finally left Britain in the reign of Honorius. 
Yet our modem hiftorians and antiquaries extend the term of their 
dominion ; and there are fome who allow only the interval of a few 
months between their departure and the arrival of the Saxons. 

177 Bede has not forgot the occafional aid of the legions againft the 
Scots and Pxdts ; and more authentic proof will hereafter be produced, 
that the Independent Britons raifed 13,000 men for the fervice of the 
Emperor Anthemius, in Gaul, 
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pendent country, during a period of forty years, chap. 
till the defcent of the Saxons, was ruled by the XXXI * 
authority of the clergy, the nobles, and the mu* ' r ' 
nicipal towns t?8 . I. Zofimus, who alone has pre- 
ferred the memory of this Angular tranfa6tion, 
very accurately obferves, that the letters of 
Honorius were addreffed to the cities of Bri- 
tain m . Under the protection of the Romans, 
ninety-two confiderable towns had arilen in the 
feveral parts of that great province ; and, among 
thefe, thirty-three cities were diftinguilhed above 
the reft by their fuperior privileges and import- 
ance l8 V Each of thefe cities, as in all the other 
provinces of the empire, formed a legal corpo- 
ration, for thepurpofe of regulating their domeftic 
policy; and the powers of municipal government 
were diftributed among annual magiftrates, a 
feleCt fenate, and the aflembly of the peo- 
ple, according to the original model of the 
Roman conftitution l8r . The management of a 
common revenue, the exercife of civil and cri- 
minal jurifdi6tion, and the habits of public coun- 
fel and command, were inherent to thefe petty 

173 1 owe it to myfelf, and to hiftoric truth, to declare, that fome cir- 
eumjlances in this paragraph are founded only on conjecture and 
analogy. The ftubbornnefs of our language has fometimes forced me 
to deviate from the conditional into the indicative mood. 

179 IXfoj t«c e» EgETavvia <aro?iE<f. Zofimus, l. vi. p.383. 

180 Two cities of Britain were municipia, nine colonies , ten Lain 
jure donates, twelve Jlipendiaria of eminent note. This detail is taken 
from Richard of Cirencefter, de Sitil Britannia, p. 36. ; and though 
it may not Teem probable, that he wrote from the MSS. of a Roman 
general, he fliews a genuine knowledge of antiquity, very extraordinary 
for a monk of the fourteenth century. 

,8 ‘ See Maflei Verona Illuftrata, parti. I,v. p. 83 — 106. 
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chap, republics ; and when they afferted their inde- 
» XXXL 1 pen deuce, the youth of the city, and of the 
adjacent diftridts, would naturally range them- 
felves under the ftandard of the magiftrate. But 
the defire of obtaining the advantages, and of 
efcaping the burthens, of a political foeiety, is a 
perpetual and inexhauftible fource of difeord ; 
nor can it reafonably be prefumed, that the re- 
iteration of Britifh freedom was exempt from 
tumult and fadtion. The pre-eminence of birth 
and fortune mull have been frequently violated 
by bold and popular citizens ; and the haughty 
nobles, who complained that they were become 
the fubjedls of their own fervants lSa , would Tome- 
times regret the reign of an arbitrary monarch. 
II. The j urifdidtion of each city over the adjacent 
country, was fupported by the patrimonial in- 
fluence of the principal fenators ; and the fmaller 
towns, the villages, and the proprietors of land, 
confulted their own fafety by adhering to the 
fhelter of thefe riling republics. The Iphere of 
their attraction was proportioned totherefpedtive 
degrees of their wealth and populoufnefs ; but the 
hereditary lords of ample pofleflions, who were 
not oppreffed by the neighbourhood of any 
powerful city, afpired to the rank of indepen- 
dent princes, and boldly exercifed the rights 
of peace and war. The gardens and villas, 
which exhibited fome faint imitation of Ita- 
lian elegance, would foott be coverted into- 

182 Leges reftltuif, libertatemque reducit, 

Et fervos fanluUs non finit elfe fuis. 

Itinerar. Rutil, 1 . i. 215* 

ftrong 
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ilrong caftles, the refuge, in time of danger, of 
the adjacent country 183 : the produce of the land 
was applied to purchafe arms and horfes ; to 
maintain a military force of Haves, of peafants, 
and of licentious followers ; and the chieftain 
might affume, within his own domain, the powers 
of a civil magiftrate. Several of thefe Britifh 
chiefs might be the genuine pofterity of ancient 
kings ; and many more would be tempted to 
adopt this honourable genealogy, and to vin- 
dicate their hereditary claims, which had been 
fufpended by the ufurpation of the Csefars l8+ . 
Their fituation, and their hopes would difpofe 
them to affedt the drefs, the language, and the 
cuftoms of their anceftors. If the princes of 
Britain relapfed into barbarifm, while the cities 
ftudioufly preferved the laws and manners of 
Rome, the whole ifland mull have been gradually- 
divided by the diftindlion of two national parties 5 
again broken into a thoufand fubdivifions of 
war and faction, by the various provocations 
of intereft and refentment. The public flrength, 
inftead of being united againft a foreign enemy, 
was confirmed in obfcure and inteltine quarrels y 


C 


183 An infcription (apud Sirmond, Not. ad Sidon. Apollinar. p. 59 . 
defcribes a caflie, cum muris et portis, tuitioni omnium, erected by 
Dardanus on his own eftate, near Sifteron, in the fecond Narbonnefe, 
and named by him Theopolis. 

18 4 The eftablifhment of their power would have been eafy indeed, 
if we could adopt the impracticable fcheme of a lively and learned 
antiquarian ; who fuppofes, that the Britilh monarchs of the feveral 
tribes continued to reign, . though with fubordinate jurifdiction, from , 
the time of Claudius to that of Honorius. See Whitaker’s Hiftory of 
Manchefter, vol.i. p.»47 — a 57* 
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3 68 


C I-I A P. 
XXXI. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

and the perfonal merit which had placed a flic- 
cefsf'ul leader at the head of his equals, might 
enable him to fubdue the freedom of feme neigh- 
bouring cities ; and to claim a rank among the 
tyrants lSs , who infefled Britain after the diffo- 
lution of the Roman government. III. The 
Britifh church might be compofed of thirty or 
forty bilhops l26 , with an adequate proportion of 
the inferior clergy ; and the want of riches (for 
they feem to have been poor lS? ) would compel 
them to deferve the public efleem, by a decent 
and exemplary behaviour. The interefl, as well 
as the temper, of the clergy, was favourable to 
the peace and union of their diftradted country j 
tliofe falutary leffons might be frequently incul- 
cated in their popular difcourfes ; and the epif- 
copal fynods were the only councils that could 
pretend to the weight and authority of a national 
affembly. In fuch councils, where the princes 
and magiftratesfat promifcuoufly withthebifhops, 
the important affairs of the date, as well as of 
the church, might be freely debated ; differences 
reconciled, alliances formed, contributions im- 
pofed, wife refolutions often concerted, and fome- 

,!5 AW’ ao-avro rujavvot; cm* av% e/xeve. Procopius, de Bell. Vandal. 
1 . i. c. 2. p.181. Britannia fertilis provincia tyrannorum, was the 
expreffion of Jerom, in the year 415 (tom. ii. p. 255. ad Ctefxphont.). 
By the pilgrims, who reforted every year to the Holy Land, the 
monk of Bethlem received the earlieft and moft accurate intelligence. 

186 See Bingham’s Ecclef. Antiquities, vol.i. 1 . ix. c. 6 . p.394. 

187 It is reported of three Britilh bilhops who afiifted at the council 
of Rimini, A.D.359. tam pauperes fuifle ut nihil haberent. Sulpicius 
Severus, Hift. Sacra, 1 . ii. p. 420. Some of their brethren, however, 
were in better circumftances. 

times 


1 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


3^9 

times executed ; and there is reafon to believe, chap. 
that, in moments of extreme danger, a Pen - , XX ^ X1, f 
dragon , or Dictator, was ele6ted by the general 
confent of the Britons. Thefe paftoral cares, fo 
worthy of the epifcopal charadter, were inter- 
rupted, however, by zeal and fuperftition ; and 
the Britifli clergy inceffantly laboured to eradi- 
cate the Pelagian herefy, which they abhorred, 
as the peculiar difgrace of their native country lSS . 

It is fomewhat remarkable, or rather it is ex- Aflembiy. 
tremely natural, that the revolt of Britain and oftll . efeven 
Armorica fhould have introduced an appearance 
of liberty into the obedient provinces of Gaul. A. 1X418. 
In a folemn edidt 1 ^, filled with the ftrongeft 
affurances of that paternal affe6lion which princes 
fo often exp refs, and fo feldom feel, the Emperor 
Honorius promulgated his intention of conven- 
ing an annual aflembiy of the /even provinces ; 
a name peculiarly appropriated to Aquitain, 
and the ancient Narbonnefe, which had long 
fince exchanged their Celtic rudenefs for the ule- 
ful and elegant arts of Italy 190 . Arles, the feat 
of government and commerce, was appointed 
for the place of the affembly ; which regularly 

,ss Confult Ufher, de Antiq. Ecclef. Britannicar. c. 8 — 12. 

See the correct text of this edi&, as publiflied by Sirmond. (Not. 
ad Sidon. Apollin. p. 147.)- Hincmar, of Rheims, who afligns a 
place to the lijhops , had properly feen (in the ninth century) a more 
perfect copy. Dubos, Hift. Critique de la Monarchic I'ran^oiie, 
tom. i. p. 241 — 255. 

* 9j It is evident from the Notitia, that the feven provinces were the 
Viennenfis, the maritime Alps, the firft and fecond Narbonnefe, No- 
vempopulania, and the firft and fecond Aquitain. In the room of the 
firft Aquitain, the Abbe Dubos, on the authority of Hincmar, defires 
to introduce the firft Lugdunenfis, or Lyonnefe. 

vol. v. b b continued 
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©hap. continued twenty-eight days, from the fifteenth' 

, XXXL , of Auguft to the thirteenth of September, of 
every year. It confifled of the Praetorian prmfeCt 
of the Gauls; of feven provincial governors, 
one confular, and fix prefidents ; of the magif- 
trates, and perhaps the bilhops, of about lixty 
cities ; and, of a competent, though indefinite, 
number of the moft honourable and opulent pof~ 
feffors of land, who might j uftly be considered as 
the reprefentatives of their country. They were 
empowered to interpret and communicate the - 
laws of their fovereign ; to expofe the grievances 
and willies of their conftituents ; to moderate the 
exceffive or unequal weight of taxes; and to 
deliberate on every fubjedt of local or national 
importance, that could tend to the reftoration of 
the peace and profperity of the feven provinces. 
If fuch an inftitution, which gave the people an 

I intereft in their own government, had been uni- 
verfally efiabliflied by Trajan or the Antonines, 
the feeds of public wifdom and virtue might 
have been cheriflied and propagated in the em- 
pire of Rome. The privileges of the fubject 
would have fecured the throne of the monarch ; 
the abides of an arbitrary adminiftration might 
have been prevented, in fome degree, or cor- 
rected, bythe interpofition of thefe reprefen tative 
aflemblies ; and the country would have been 
defended againft a foreign enemy by the arms of 
natives and freemen. Under the mild and ge- 
nerous influence of liberty, the Roman empire 
might have remained invincible and immortal 
or if its exceffive magnitude, and the inftability 
13 of 
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of* human affairs, had oppofed fuch perpetual chap. 
continuance, its vital and conftituent members ,_ XXXI ' a 
might have feparately prefer ved their vigour and 
independence. But in the decline of the empire* 
when every principle of health and life had been 
exhaufted, the tardy application of this partial 
remedy was incapable of producing any import- 
ant or falutary effects. The Emperor Honorius 
expreffes liis furprife, that he mufl compel the 
reluctant provinces to accept a privilege which 
they fliould ardently have folicited. A fine of 
three, or even five, pounds of golcl, was impofed 
on the abfent reprefentatives j who feem to have 
declined this imaginary gift of a free conftitu- . 
tion, as the laft and moft cruel infult of their 
oppreffors. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

Arcadius Emperor of the Eaji. — Admin fir a - 
turn and Dif grace of Eutropius . — Remit of 
Gamas . — Perjecution of St. John Chryfof 
tom. — Theodqfius II. Emperor of the Eaji. 
— //is Sifter Pulcheria . — - His Wife Eudocia. 
— The P erf an War , and Divifoh of Ar- 
menia. 

CHAP. THE divifion of the Roman world between 
xxxii- the Ions of Theodofius, marks the final 
^7^ eftabliihment of the empire of the Eaft, which, 
pire of the from the reign of Arcadius to the taking of 
a!b. 395 Conftantinople by the Turks, fublifted one thou- 
— 1453. fand and fifty-eight years, in a ftate of premature 
Arcadia anc * perpetual decay. The fovereign of that 
a.d. empire affumed, and obftinately detained, the 
395—408. va in, and at length fidfcitious, title of Emperor of 
the Romans ; and the hereditary appellations of 
CicsAR and Augustus continued to declare that 
lie was the .legitimate fucceffor of the firft of 
men who had reigned over the firft of nations. 
The palace of Conftantinople rivalled, and per- 
haps excelled, the magnificence of Perfia, and 
the eloquent fermons of St. Chryfoftom 1 cele- 

1 Father Montfaucon, who, by the command of his Benedidine 
fuperiors, was compelled (fee Longueruana, tom. i. p. aoj.) to execute 
the laborious edition of St. Chryfoftom, in the thirteen volumes in 
folio (Paris 1738.), amufed himfelf with extrading from that immenfe 
collodion of morals fome curious antiquities , which illuftrate the 
manners of the Theodofian age (See Chryfoftom. Opera, tom. xiii. 
p. 193 — 196.), and his French Differtation, in the Memoires de 
FAcad. des Infcriptions, tom, xiii. p.474 — 490. 

brate, 
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brate, while they condemn, the pompous luxury 
of the reign of Arcadius. 44 The Emperor,” lays 
he, 44 wears on his head either a diadem, or a 
44 crown of gold, decorated with precious ftones 
44 of inefliroable value. Thefe ornaments, and 
44 his purple garments, are referved for his facred 
44 perfon alone; and his robes of filk are em- 
“ broidered with the figures of golden dragons. 
44 His throne is of maffy gold. Whenever he 
44 appears in public, he is furrounded by his 
44 courtiers, his guards, and his attendants. 
44 Their fpears, their flnelds, their cuiraifes, the 
44 bridles and trappings of their horfes, have 
44 either the fubftance, or the appearance, of 
4C gold ; and the large fplendid bofs in the 
44 midft of their fliield, is encircled with fmaller 
44 bofies, which reprefent the fliape of the human 
44 eye. The two mules that draw the chariot of 
44 the monarch, are perfectly white, and finning 
44 all over with gold. The chariot itfelf, of pure 
44 andfolid gold, attracts the admiration of the 
44 fpedlators, who contemplate the purple cut-. 
44 tains, the fnowy carpet, the fize of the pre- 
44 cious ftones, and the refplendent plates of 
44 gold, that glitter as they are agitated by the 
44 motion of the carriage. The imperial pictures 
44 are white, on a blue ground; the Emperor 
44 appears feated on his throne, with his arms, 
44 his horfes, and his guards befide him ; and his 
44 vanquifhed enemies in chains at his feet/* 
The luccefTors of Conftantine eftablifhecl their 
perpetual refidence in the royal city, which he 
sa 3 had 
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chap, had ere&ed on the verge of Europe and Alia, 
xxxii. Inaeceffible to the menaces of their enemies, and 
perhaps to the complaints of their people, they 
received, with each wind, the tributary produc- 
tions of every climate ; while the impregnable 
itrength of their capital continued for ages to 
defy the hoftile attempts of the Barbarians. 
Their dominions were bounded by the Hadriatic 
and the Tigris ; and the whole interval of twenty- 
five days navigation, which feparated the extreme 
cold of Scythia from the torrid zone of JEthio- 
pia% was comprehended within the limits of the 
empire of the .Eaft. The populous countries of 
that empire were the feat of art and learning, of 
luxury and wealth *, and the inhabitants, who 
liad affumed the language and manners of Greeks, 
Ityled themfelves, with fome appearance of truth , 
the molt enlightened and civilized portion of the 
human fpecies. The form of government was a 
pure and Ample monarchy ; the name of the 
Roman Republic, which lo long preferved a 
faint tradition of freedom, was confined to the 
'Latin provinces; and the princes of Conltan- 
tinople meafured their greatnefs by the fervile 
obedience of their people. They were ignorant 

2 According to the loofe reckoning, that a fliip could fail, with a 
fair wind, 1000 iiadia, or 125 miles, in the revolution of a day and 
night; Diodorus Siculus computes ten days from the Palus Mceotis 
to Rhodes, and four days from Rhodes to Alexandria. The navi- 
gation of the Nile, from Alexandria to f Syene, under the tropic of 
Cancer, required, as it was againft the ftream, ten days more. Diodor. 
Sicul. tom. i. 1 . iii. p. 200. edit. Wefleling. He might, without much 
impropriety, meafure the extreme heat from the verge of the torrid 
zone ; but he fpeaks of the Mceotis in the 47th degree of northern 
latitude, as if it lay within the polar circle. 
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bow much this paflive difpofition enervates and c h a p. 
degrades every faculty of the mind. The Tub- , ^™ ][ ‘ , 
jedts, who had religned their will to the abfolute 
commands of a matter, were equally incapable of 
guarding their' lives and fortunes againft the 
affaults of the Barbarians, or of defending their 
reafon from the terrors of fuperftition. 

The firtt events of the reign of Arcadius and Adminif- 
Honorius are fo intimately connected, that the 
rebellion of the Goths, and the fall of Iluftnus, ofEutro- 
have already claimed a place in the hittory of the p I u ^ 
Weft. It has already been obferved, that Eutfor 39S _1_ 3 9 9 . 
pius 3 , one of the principal eunuchs of the pa- 
lace of Conftantinople, fucceeded the haughty 
minitter whofe ruin he had accomplifhed, and 
>vhofe vices he foon imitated. Every order of the 
ftate bowed to the new favourite ; and their tame 
and obfequious fubmiftion encouraged him to 
infult the laws, and, what is Hill more difficult 
and dangerous, the manners of his country. Un- 
der the weakeft of the predecelfors of Arcadius, 
the reign of the eunuchs had been fecret and 
almoft inviflble. They infinuated themfelves 
into the confidence of the prince ; but their 
oftenfible functions were confined to the menial 
fervice of the wardrobe and Imperial bed-cham- 
ber. They might diredt, in a whifper, the public 

3 Barthius, who adored jhis .author with the blind fuperftztion of a 
.commentator, gives, the preference to the two books which Claudian 
compofed againft Eutropius, above all his other productions (Baillet, 

Jugemens dcs Savans, tom. iv. p< %%'].)■ They are indeed a very 
elegant and fpirited fatire ; and would be more valuable in an hiftorical 
light, if the invedlive were lefs vague, and more temperate. 
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counfels,and blaft, by their malicious fuggeftions, 
the fame and fortunes of the moft illuftrious citi- 
zens ; blit they never prefumed to Hand forward 
in the front of empire 4 , or to profane the public 
honours of the ftate. Eutropius was the frit of 
his artificial fex, who dared to affume the cha- 
racter of a Roman magi Urate and general s . 
Sometimes, in the prefence of the blufhing fenate, 
he afcended the tribunal, to pronounce judg- 
ment, or to repeat elaborate harangues ; and 
fometimes appeared on borfeback, at the head 
of his troops, in the drels and armour of a hero. 
The difregard of cultom and decency always 
betrays a weak and ill-regulated mind ; nor does 
Eutropius teem to have compenfated for the folly 
of the defign, by any fuperior merit or ability in 
the execution. His former habits of life had not 
introduced him to the Rudy of the laws, or the 
exercifes of the field ; his awkward and unfuc- 

4 After lamenting the progrefs of the eunuchs in the Roman pa- 
lace, and defining their proper functions, Claudian adds, 

A fronte recedant 

Imperii. 

In Eutrop. i. 422. 

Yet it does not appear that the eunuch had afiumed any of the effi- 
cient offices of the empire, and he is fiyled only Prsepofitus facri cu- 
hiculij in the edi< 5 t of his banifhment. See Cod.Theod. 1 , ix, tit. xl, 
leg. 17. 

* Jamque oblita.fui, nec fobria divitiis mens 
In miferas leges hominumque negotia Iudit: 

Judicat eunuchus ....... 

Arma etiam violare parat. . . , 

Claudian (i. 239 — 270.), with that mixture of indignation and hu- 
mour, which always pleafes in a fatiric poet, defcribes the infolent 
folly of the eunuch, the difgrace of the empire, and the ioy of the , 
Goths. 

— ■ Gaudet, cum viderit Iioftis, 

Et fentit jam deefie yiros. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


cefsful attempts provoked the fecret contempt of c H A P. 
the fpe£lators ; the Goths expreffed their with, , 
that Jiich a general might always command the 
armies of Rome; and the name of the minider 
was branded with ridicule, more pernicious per- 
haps than hatred, to a public character. The 
fubje6ls of Arcadius were exafperated by the 
recollection, that this deformed and decrepid 
eunuch 6 , who fo perverfely mimicked the actions 
of a man, was born in the mod abject condition 
of fervitude ; that before he entered the Im- 
perial palace, he had been fucceffively fold, and 
purchafed, by an hundred mailers, who had ex- 
haulled his youthful drength in every mean and 
infamous office, and at length difmiffed him, in 
his old age, to freedom and poverty 7 . While 
thefe dilgraceful dories were circulated, and 
perhaps exaggerated, in private converfations, 
the vanity of the favourite was flattered with the 
mod extraordinary honours. In the fenate, in 

6 The poet’s lively defcription of his deformity (i. no — !%$•) h 
' confirmed by the authentic teftimony of Chryfoftom (tom. iii. p. 384. 

edit. Montfaucon) ; who obferves, that when the paint was walhed 
away, the face of Eutropius appeared more ugly and wrinkled than 
that of an old woman. Claudian remarks (i. 469.), and the remark 
mull have been founded on experience, that there was fcarcely an f 
interval between the youth and the decrepid age of an eunuch. 

7 Eutropius appears to have been a native of Armenia or Aflyria. 

His three fervices, which Claudian more particularly defcribes, were 
thefe t i. He fpent many years as the catamite of Ptolemy, a groom or 
foldier of the Imperial ftables. %. Ptolemy gave him to the old gene- 
ral Arintheus, for whom he very fkilfully exercifed the profeffion of a 
pimp. 3. He was given, on her marriage, to the daughter of Arin- 
theus ; and the future cariiul was employed to comb her hair, to pre- 
lent the filver ewer, to walk and to fan his miltrefs in hot weather. 

See Li. 31— 137. 
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c H A p. the capital, in the provinces, the ftatues of Eu- 
xxxn. ^ tropi US were ere6ted, in b-rafs, or marble, deco- 
rated with the fymbols of his civil and military 
virtues, and infcribed with the pompous title of 
the third founder of Conftantinople. He was 
promoted to the rank of patrician , which began 
to fignify, in a popular, and even legal accept- 
ation, the father of the Emperor ; and the laft 
year of the fourth century was polluted by the 
confuljhip of an eunuch, and a Have. This ftrange 
and inexpiable prodigy s awakened, however, the 
prejudices of the Romans. The effeminate con- 
fuTwas rejected by the Weft, as an indelible ftain 
to the annals of the republic ; and, without in- 
voking the (hades of Brutus and Camillus, the 
colleague of Eutropius, a learned and refpectable 
magiftrate 8 9 , fufficiently reprefented the different 
maxims of the two adminiftrations. 

His vena- The bold and vigorous mind of Rufinus feems 
lity and £ 0 ] lave been actuated by a more fanguinary and 
Inju lcu revengeful fpirit ; but the avarice of the eunuch 
was not lefs infatiate than that of the praff'ect 10 . 

8 Claudian (l.i. inEutrop. i — %2.) after enumerating the various 
prodigies of monftrous births, fpeaking animals, fhowers of blood or 
itones, double funs, &c. adds, with fome exaggeration. 

Omnia cefferunt eunucho confule monftra. 

The firft book concludes with a noble fpeech of the goddefs of Rome 
to her favourite Honorius, deprecating the new ignominy to which Jhe 
was expofed. 

9 FI. Mallius Theodoras, whofe civil honours, and philofophical 
works, have been celebrated by Claudian in a very elegant panegyric. 

10 McGucuv Se nSn to wAara, drank with riches, is the forcible expref- 
fion of Zofmius (1. v. p.301.); and the avarice of Eutropius is 
equally execrated in the Lexicon of Suidas, and the chronicle of Mar- 
cellinus. Chryfoftom had often admonilhed the favourite, of the 
vanity and danger of immoderate wealth, tom. iii. p. 381. 

As 
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As long as he defpoiled the oppreffors, who had c H A P. 
enriched themfelves with the plunder of the peo- ,^ XX1L , 
pie, Eutropius might gratify his covetous difpo- 
fition without much envy or injuffcice : but the 
progrefs of his rapine foon invaded the wealth 
which had been acquired by lawful inheritance, 
or laudable induftry. The ufual methods of 
extortion were pra&ifed and improved; andClau- 
dian has fketehed a lively and original picture of 
the public auction of the Rate. Ci The impotence 
<e of the eunuch” (fays that agreeable fatiri ft) 

“ has ferved only to ftimulate his avarice : the 
e£ fame hand which, in his fervile condition, was 
<e exercifed in petty thefts, to unlock the coffers 
<e of his matter, now grafps the riches of the 
“ world ; and this infamous broker of the era- 
cc pire appreciates and divides the Roman pro- 
<c vinces, from Mount Hsemus to the Tigris. 
ic One man, at the expence of his villa, is made 
<e proconful of Alia ; a fecond purchafes Syria 
et v/ith his wife’s jewels ; and a third laments, 

“ that he has exchanged his paternal eftate for 
<e the government of Bithynia. ' In the anti- 
“ chamber of Eutropius, a large tablet is expofed 
<s to public view, which marks the refpe6tive 
te prices of the provinces. The different value 
of Pontus, of Galatia, of Lydia, is accurately 
ec diffinguiflied. Lycia may be obtained for fo 
ce manythoufand piecesof gold; buttheopulence 
fic of Phrygia will require a more confiderablefum. 

<c The eunuch willies to obliterate, by the general 
(X difgrace, his perfonal ignominy; and as he has 

efi been 
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c h A p. “ been fold himfelf, he is defirous of felling the 
xxxil u of mankind. In the eager contention, the 
« balance, which contains the fate and fortunes 
* e of the province, often trembles on the beam ; 

and till one of the fcales is inclined, by a fupe- 
“ rior weight, the mind of the impartial judge 
“ remains in anxious fufpenfe w . Such” (con- 
tinues the indignant poet) “ are the fruits of 
(t Roman valour, of the defeat of Antiochus, 
ee and of the triumph of Pompey.” This venal 
proftitution of public honours fecured the impu- 
nity o % future crimes ; but the riches, which 
Eutropius derived from confifcation , were already 
ftained with injustice-; fince it was decent to 
accufe, and to condemn, the proprietors of the 
wealth which he was impatient to confifcate. 
Some noble blood was hied by the hand of the 
executioner; and the moft inhofpitable extremi- 
ties of the empire were filled with innocent and 
Ruin of illuftrious exiles. Among the generals and con- 
Abundan- p u j s 0 f tbe Haft, Abundantius 12 bad reafon to 

tills. 

dread thefirft effects of the refentment of Eutro- 
pius. He had been guilty of the unpardonable 

— — certantum faepe duorum 

Diverfum fufpendit onus : cum pondere judex 
Vergit, et in geminas nutat provincia lances. 

Claudian (i. 19 a-— 209.) la curioufiy diftinguifhes tbe chreumftances, 
of the fale, that they all feem to allude to particular anecdotes. 

Claudian (i. 154 — 170.) mentions the guilt and exile of Abun- 
dantius, nor could he fail to quote the example of the artift, who made 
the firft trial of the brazen bull, which he prefented to Phalaris. See 
Zoiimus, 1 . v. p. 30Z. Jerom. tom. i. p. 26. The difference of place 
is eafily reconciled ; but the decifive authority of Afterius of Amalia • 
(Orat. iv. p. 76. apud Tillemont, Hift des Empereurs, tom.v, p. 4,35 •} 
muft turn the fcale in favour of Pityus. 

crime- 
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crime of introducing that abjedl Have to the CHAP, 
palace of Con flan tinople : and fome degree of t x ™ 1, , 
praife mult be allowed to a powerful and ungrate- 
ful favourite, who was Satisfied with the difgrace 
of his benefactor. Abundantius was dripped of 
his ample fortunes by an Imperial refcript, and 
bauifhed to Pityus,on theEuxine,the lad frontier 
of the Roman world ; where he fubfifled by the 
precarious mercy of the Barbarians, till he could 
obtain, after the fall of Eufcropius, a milder exile 
at Sidon in Phoenicia. The deflrudlion of Tima- of TIma- 
lius 13 required a more ferious and regular mode fius. 
of attack. That great officer, the mailer-general 
of the armies of Theodoii us, had fignalized his 
valour by a dec.iiive victory, which he obtained 
over the Goths of ThefTaly; but he was too 
prone, after the example of his • fovereign, to 
enjoy the luxury of peace, and to abandon his 
confidence to wicked and defigning flatterers. 
Timafius had defpifed the public clamour, by 
promoting an infamous dependent to the com- 
mand of a cohort ; and he deferved to feel the 
ingratitude of Bargus, who was fecretly infligated 
by the favourite to accufe his patron of a trea- 
sonable confpiracy. The general was arraigned 
before the tribunal of Arcadius himfelf ; and the 
principal eunuch flood by the fide of the throne 

13 Suidas (moil probably from the hiftory of Eunapius) has given a 
very unfavourable picture of Timafius. The account of his accufer, 
the judges, trial, &c. is perfectly agreeable to the practice of ancient 
and modem courts. (See Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 298, 299, 300.)- I am 
almoft tempted to quote the romance of a great raafter (Fielding’s 
Works, vol. iv. p. 49 > &c. 8 vo, edit.), which may be considered as 
the hiftory of human nature. 


to 
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c H A P. to fugged the queftions and anfwers of his fove* 
.xxxil. re jg n# Hut as this form of trial might be deemed 
partial and arbitrary, the further inquiry into 
the crimes of Timafius was delegated to Satur- 
ninus and Procopius; the former of confular 
rank, the latter dill refpeCfced as the father-in-law 
of the Emperor Valens. The appearances of a 
fair and legal proceeding were maintained by the 
blunt honefty of Procopius ; and he yielded with 
reluctance to the obfequious dexterity of his col- 
league, who pronounced a fentence of condemna- 
tion again!! the unfortunate Timafius. Plis im- 
menfe riches were confifcated, in the name of the 
Emperor, and for the benefit of the favourite ; and 
he was doomed to perpetual exile at Oafis, a 
folitary fpot in the midit of the fandy deferts of 
Libya 14 . Secluded from all human converfe, 
the wader-general of the Roman armies was 1 oft 
for ever to the world ; but the circumftances of 
his fate have been related in a various and con- 
tradictory manner. It is infinuated, that Eutro- 
pins difpatched a private order for his fecret 
execution ,s . It was reported, that, in attempt- 
ing to efcape from Oafis, he perifhed in the 

14 The great Oafis was one of the fpots in the fands of Lybia, 
watered with fprings, and capable of producing wheat, barley, and 
palm-trees. It was about three days journey from north to fouth, 
about half a day in breadth, and at the diftance of about five days 
march to the weft of Abydus, on the Nile. See D’Anville, Defcriptioit 
deTEgypte, p. 186, i 87> 188. The barren deiert which encompafles 
Oafis (Zofimus, 1 . y. p.300.) hasfuggefted the idea of comparative 
fertility, and even the epithet of the happy ifland (Herodot, iii. 36.). 

15 The line of Claudian, in Eutrop. l.i. 180. 

Marmaricus Claris violatur ccedibus Hammon, 

.evidently alludes to bis perfuafion of the death of Timafius* 

deferi. 
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defert, of third, and hunger ; and that his dead c H A P. 
body was found on the fands of Libya l6 . It has 
been afferted, with more confidence, that his fon 
Syagrius, after fuccefsfully eluding the purfuit of 
the agents and emifiaries of the court, collected 
a band of African robbers ; that he refcued Ti- 
malius from the place of his exile ; and that 
both the father and fon difappeared from the 
knowledge of mankind n . But the ungrateful 
Bargus, inftead of being fuffered to poflefs the 
reward of guilt, was foon afterwards circum- 
vented and destroyed, by the more powerful 
villany of the minifter himfelfj who retained 
fenfe and fpirit enough to abhor the inftrument 
of his own crimes. 

The public hatred, and the defpair of in di- A cruel 
viduals, continually threatened, or feemed to 
threaten, the perfonal fafety of Eutropius $ as treafon, 
well as of the numerous adherents, who were ^' 3 I > * 397 * 
attached to his fortune, and had been promoted 
by his venal favour. For their mutual defence, 
he contrived the fafeguard of a law, which vio- 
lated every principle of humanity and juftice iS . 

I. It is enadted, in the name, and by the autho- 

16 Sozomen, I. viii. c. 7. He fpeaks from report, aij too; E-rySopv. 

17 Zofimtis, l.v. p. 300. Yet hefeems to fulpedt that this rumour 
was fpread by the friends of Eutropius. 

18 See the Theodofian Code, 1 . ix. tit. T4. ad legem Corneliam de 
Sicariis, leg. 3. and the Code of Juftinian, I, ix. tit. viii. ad legem 
Juliam de Majeftate, leg. 5. The alteration of the title, from murder 
to treafon, was an improvement of the fubtle Tribonian. Godefroy, 
in a formal diflertation, which he has inferted in his Commentary, 
illuftrates this law of Arcadius, and explains all the difficult paflages 
which had been perverted by the jurifconfults of the darker ages. See 
tom. iii. p. 88 — 111. 

nty. 
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c H A P. rity, of Arcadius, that all thofe who ihall con-* 

,, xxai y, fpire, either with fubjedts, or with fir angers, 
againfl the lives of any of the perfons whom the 
Emperor confiders as the members of his own 
body, fliall be punifhed with death and confifca- 
tion. This fpecies of fidlitious and metaphori- 
cal treafon is extended to protedl, not only the 
illuflrims officers of the ftate and army, who are 
admitted into the facred confiflory, but likewife 
the principal domeftics of the palace, the fenators 
of Conftantinople, the military commanders, and 
the civil magistrates of the provinces : a vague 
and indefinite lift, which, under the fucceffors of 
Conftantine, included an obfcure and numerous 
train of fub ordinate minifters. II. This extreme 
feverity might perhaps be juftified, had it been 
only diredted to fectire the reprefentatives of the 
fovereign from any adtual violence in the exe- 
cution of their office. But the whole body of 
Imperial dependents claimeda privilege, or rather 
impunity, which fcreened them, in the loofefl 
moments of their lives, from the hafty, perhaps 
the juftifiable, refentment of theirfellow-citizens : 
and, by a flrange perverfion of the laws, the 
fame degree of guilt and punifhment was applied 
to a private quarrel, and to a deliberate confpi- 
racy againfl the emperor and the empire. The 
edict of Arcadius mo ft pofitively and moll ab- 
furdly declares, that in fucli cafes of treafon, 
thoughts and qfitions ought to be punifhed with 
equal feverity ; that the knowledge of a mif- 
chievous intention, unlefs it be inftantlyrevealed, 

2 becomes 
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becomes equally criminal with the intention 
iifelf ; and that thofe rath men, who fhall pre- 
fume to folic it the pardon of traitors, (hall 
themfel-ves be branded with public and perpetual 
infamy. III, “ With regard to the fons of the 
ct traitors,” (continues the Emperor,) £C although 
<s they ought to fliare the punifliment, fince they 
“ will probably imitatethe guilt, of their parents j 
ec yet, by the fpecial effect of our Imperial 
cc lenity, we grant them their lives : but, at the 
“ fame time, we declare them incapable of in- 
“ heriting, either on the father’s or on the 
cc mother’s fide, or of receiving any gift or 
cc legacy, from the teftameni either of kinfmen 
se or of flrangers. Stigmatifed with hereditary in- 
<£ famy, excluded from the hopes of honours or 
“ fortune, let them endure the pangs of poverty 
44 and contempt, till they fhall confider life as a 
44 calamity, and death as a comfort and relief.” 
In fuch words, fo well adapted to infult the feel- 
ings of mankind, did the Emperor, or rather his 
favourite eunuch, applaud the moderation of a 
law, which transferred the fame unjuft and in- 
human penalties to the children of all thofe 
who had feconded, or who had not difclofed, 
thefe fi6litious confpiracies. Some of the noblefi 

19 Bartolus underftands a Ample and naked confcioufnefs, without 
any fign of approbation or concurrence. For this opinion, fays Baklus, 
he is now roafting in hell. For my own part, continues the difci-eet 
Heineccius (Element. Jur. Civil. I. iv. p. 4J1.), I miift approve the 
theory of Bartolii6 ; .but in practice I fhould incline to the fentimenc of 
Baldus. Yet Bartolus was gravely quoted by the lawyers of Cardinal 
Richelieu ; and Eutropius was indirectly guilty of the murder of the 
virtuous de Thou. 

vol. v. c c regulations 


385 


C I I A P. 
XXXII. 



3 86 


CHAP, 

XXXII. 



Rebellion 
of Tribi- 
gild, 

A.D. 399. 


i 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

regulations of Roman jurifprudence have been 
fuffered to expire ; but this edi6t, a convenient 
and forcible engine of minifterial tyranny, was 
carefully inferted in the codes of Theodofius and 
Juftinian j and the fame maxims have been 
revived in modern ages, to protedt the electors 
of Germany, and the cardinals of the church of 
Rome 20 . 

Yet tliefe fanguinary laws, which fpread terror 
among a difanned and dilpirited people, were of 
too weak a texture to reftrain the bold enterprife 
of Tribigild 21 the Oftrogoth. The colony of 
that warlike nation, which had been planted by 
Theodofius in one of the moil fertile diftri£ts of 
Phrygia 22 , impatiently compared the flow returns 
of laborious hufbandry with the fuccefsful rapine 
and liberal rewards of Alaric 5 and their leader 
refented, as a perfonal affront, his own ungra- 
cious reception in the palace of Conflantinople. 
A foft and wealthy province, in the heart of the 
empire, was aftoniflied by the found of war j and 

“ Godefroy, tom.iii. p. 89. It is, however, fufpedled, that this 
law, fo repugnant to the maxims of Germanic freedom, has beenfur- 
reptitipufly added to the golden bull. 

21 A copious and circumftantial narrative (which he might have 
referved for more .important events) is bellowed by Zofimus ( 1 . v. 
p. 304 — 31a.) on the revolt of Tribigild and Gainas. See likewife 
Socrates, 1. vi. c. 6 . and Sozomen, 1 . -viii. c. 4. The fecond book of 
Claudian againft Eutropius, is a fine, though imperfedt, piece of 
hifiory. 

Claudian (in Eutrop. 1 . ii. 437 — 350.) very accurately obferves, 
that the ancient name and nation of the Phrygians extended very far 
on every fide, till their limits were contracted by the colonies of the 
Bithynians of Thrace, of the Greeks, and atlaft of the Gauls. His 
defcription (ii. 2.57— 17a.) pf the fertility of Phiygia, and of the 
fopr rivers that produced gold, is juii and pidturefque, 

the 
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the faithful vaflal, who had been disregarded or 
oppreffed, was again refpedfced, as foon as he 
refumed the hoftile character of a Barbarian. 
The vineyards and fruitful fields,. .between' the 
rapid Mariyas and the winding Maunder a3 , were 
confirmed with fire; the decayed walls of the 
city crumbled into dull, at the firft fir ok e of an 
enemy ; the trembling inhabitants efcaped from 
a bloody mafia ere to the Shores of the Hellefpontj 
and a conliderabte part of Aha Minor was deso- 
lated by the rebellion of Tribigild. His rapid 
progrefs was checked by the refiftance of the 
peafants of Pamphylia ; and the Oftrogoths, at- 
tacked in a narrow pafs, between the city of 
Selgse 24 , a deep morals, and the craggy cliffs of 
Mount Taurus, were defeated with the lofs of 
their bravefl troops, But the fpirit of their chief 
was not daunted by misfortune 5 and his army 
was continually recruited by fwarms of Barba- 
rians and outlaws, who were defirous of exereifing 
tbe profeffion of robbery, under the more ho- 
nourable names of war and conqueft, The ru- 
mours of the fuccefs of Tribigild might for Some 
time be fuppreffed by fear, or difguifed by flat- 

23 Xenophon. Anabafis, Li. p. u, ia. edit. Hutchinlbn. Strabo, 
i. xii. p. 865. edit. Amftel. Q. Curt. 1 . in. c. I. Claudian compares 
the junction of the Mariyas and Macander to that of the Saone and 
the Rhone ; with this difference, however, that the fmalier of tli« 
Phrygian rivets is not accelerate^ but retarded, by the larger. 

24 Selgse, a colony of the Lacedaemonians, had formerly numbered 
twenty thoufand citizens 5 but in the age of Zofimusit was reduced to 
a voXixvn, or frnall towB, ' See Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii 9 
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CHAP, tery 5 yet they gradually alarmed both the court 
xxxn * and the capital. Every misfortune was exag- 
L ' r *"~ gerated in dark and doubtful hints ; and the 
future defigns of the rebels became the fubjeCt of 
anxious conjecture. Whenever Tribigild ad- 
vanced into the inland country, the Romans were 
inclined to fuppofe that he meditated the paffage 
of Mount Taurus, and the invafion of Syria. 
If he defcended towards the fea, they imputed, 
and perhaps fuggefted, to the Gothic chief, the 
more dangerous project of arming a fleet in the 
harbours of Ionia, and of extending his depre- 
dations along the maritime coaft, from the mouth 
of the Nile to the port of Conftantinople. The 
approach of danger, and the obftinacy of Tribi- 
gild, who refufed all terms oL accommodation, 
compelled Eutropius to fummon a council of 
war 25 . After claiming for himfelf the privilege 
of a veteran foldier, the eunuch entrufted the 
guard of Thrace and the Hellefpont to Gainas 
the Goth ; and the command of the Afiatic army 
to his favourite Leo ; two generals. Who differ- 
ently, but effectually, promoted the caufe of the 
rebels. Leo who, from the bulk of his body, 

35 The council of Eutropius, in Claudian, may be compared to that 
of Dornitian in the fourth fatire of Juvenal. The principal members 
of the former were, juvenes protervilafcivique fenes ; one of them had 
been a cook, a fecond a woolcomber. The language of their original 
profeffion espofcs their aflumed dignity ; and their trifling conven- 
tion about tragedies, dancers, &c. is made ftill more ridiculous by the 
importance of the debate. 

36 Claudian ( 1 . ii. 376—461.) has branded him with infamy j and 
Zofimusi in more temperate- language, confirms his reproaches. L. v. 
P* 30 5. 

and 
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and the dulnefs of his mind, was furnamed the chap. 
Ajax of the Eaft, had deferted his original trade, , XXXI1, 
of a woolcomber, to exercife, with much lefs 
Ikill and fuccefs, the military profeffion *. and his 
uncertain operations were capricioufly framed 
and executed, with an ignorance of real difficul- 
ties, and a timorous negledt of every favourable 
opportunity. The ralhnefs of the Ollrogoths had 
drawn them into a difadvantageous pofition be- 
tween the rivers Melas and Eurymedon, where 
they were almoft beiieged by the peafants of 
Pamphylia ; but the arrival of an Imperial army, 
inftead of completing their deilrudtion, afforded 
the means of fafety and victory. Tribigiid fur- 
prifed the unguarded camp of the Romans, in 
the darknefs of the night ; feduced the faith of 
the greater part of the Barbarian auxiliaries, and 
diffipated, without much effort, the troops, which 
had been corrupted by the relaxation of difci- 
pline, and the luxury of the capital. The dif- 
content of Gainas, who had fo boldly contrived 
and executed the death of Rufinns, was irritated 
by the fortune of his unworthy fucceffor; he 
accufed his own dilhonourable patience under 
the fervile reign of an eunuch j and the ambitious 
Goth was convidted, at leaft in the public opinion, 
of fecretly fomenting the revolt of Tribigiid, with 
whom he was connedted by a domeilic, as well 
as by a national, alliance * 7 . When Gainas paffed 

37 The confpiracy of Gainas and Tribigiid, which is attefted by the 
Greek hiftorian, had not reached the ears of Claudian, who attributes 
the revolt of the Oftrogoths to his own martial fpirit, and the advice of 
his wife. 
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CHAR the Hellefpont, to unite under his ftandard the 
XXXII ‘ remains. of the- Afiatic troops, he fkilfully adapted 
** his motions to the wifhes of the Qftrogotha j 

abandoning, by his retreat, the country which 
they dqfired to invade ; or facilitating, by his ap* 
proach, the defertion of the Barbarian auxiliaries. 
To the Imperial court he repeatedly magnified 
the valour, the genius, the inexhaultible re- 
fources of Tribigild ; confeffed his own inability 
to profecute the war j and extorted the perm HR on 
of negociating with his invincible adverlary* 
The conditions of peace were didtated by the 
haughty rebel j and the peremptory demand of 
the head of Eutropius, revealed the author and 
the defign of tins holtile confpiracy. 

Fail of Eu- The bold fatirift, who has indulged his difcon- 

a!d U . S 399. by the partial and paffionate cenfure of the 
Chriftian emperors, violates the . dignity, rather 
than the truth, of hiftory, by comparing the fon 
of Theodofius to one of thofe harmlefs and Am- 
ple animals, who fcarcely feel that they are the 
property of their Ihepherd. Two paffions, how- 
ever, fear and conjugal affection, awakened the 
languid foul of Arcadius ; he was terrified by the 
threats, of a victorious Barbarian ; and he yielded 
to the tender eloquence of his wife Eudoxia, who, 
with a flood of artificial tears, prefenting her 
infant children to their father, implored his jus- 
tice for fome real or imaginary infult, which ihe 
imputed to the audacious eunuch aS . The Em- 

28 This anecdote, -which Philoftorgins alone has preferved ( 1 . xi. 
c. 6., and Gothofred. Diflertat. p.451 — 4j6.)> is curious and impor- 
tant ; fince it connects the revolt of the Goths with the fecret intrigues 
of the palace-. 

peror’s 
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peror’s hand was dire6ted to fign the condemna- char 
tion of Eutropius ; the magic fpell, which during xxxir ’, 
four years had bound the prince and the people,, 
was inftantly diffolved ; and the acclamations, 
that fo lately hailed the merit and fortune of the 
- favourite, were converted into the clamours of 
the foldiers and people, who reproached his 
crimes, and preffed his immediate execution. 

In this hour of diffrefs and delpair, his only 
refuge was in the fandfcuary of the church, whofe 
privileges he had wifely, or profanely, attempted 
to circumfcribe ; and the molt eloquent of the 
faints, John Chryfoftom, enjoyed the triumph of 
protecting a p roll rate rainifter, whofe choice had 
raifed him to the eccleliaftical throne of Con- 
llantinople. The Archbifhop, afcending the pul- 
pit of the cathedral, that he might be diftin6tly 
feen and heard byan innumerable crowd of either 
fex and of every age, pronounced a feafonable 
and pathetic difcourfe on the forgivenefs of in- 
juries, and the inftability of human greatnefs. 

The agonies of the pale and affrighted wretch 
who lay grovelling udder the table of the altar, 
exhibited a folemn and inftrudtive fpedtacle ; and 
the orator, who was afterwards accufed of in- 
fulting the misfortunes of Eutropius, laboured to 
T excite the contempt, that he might affiiage the 

fury, of the people The powers of humanity, 

of 

' 

,J) Seethe Homily of Chryfoftom, tom. ni. p.381 — 386} of which 
I the exordium is particularly beautiful. Socrates, 1 . vi. c. 5. Sozomen, 

] 1 . viii. c. 7. Montfaucon (in his Life of Chryfoftom, tom. xiii. p.isy.' 

too haftily fuppofes that Tribigild was actually in Conftantinople j and 
CC4 that 
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CHAP, of fuperftition, and of eloquence, prevailed. The 
\ XX ^ 1L , Emprefs Eudoxia was retrained, by her own pre- 
judices, or by thole of her fubjeets, from violat- 
ing the fanctuary of the church ; and Eutropius 
was tempted to capitulate, by the milder arts of 
perfuafion, and by an oath, that his life lhould 
be lpared 30 . Carelefs of the dignity of' their 
fovcreign, the new minifters of the palace imme- 
diately publifhed an edidt, to declare, that his 
late favourite had difgraced the names of conful 
and patrician, to abolilh his ftatues, to confif- 
cate his wealth, and to infli6l a perpetual exile in 
the ifland of Cyprus 3 ’. A defpicable and de- 
crepid eunuch could no longer alarm the fears of 
his enemies; nor was he capable of enjoying 
what yet remained, the comforts of peace, of 
folitude, and of a happy climate. But their im- 
placable revenge Hill envied him the laft moments 
of a miferable life, and Eutropius had no fooner 

that he commanded the foldiers who were ordered to feize Eutropius, 
Even Claudian, a Pagan poet (Praefat. ad 1 . ii. in Eutrop. ay.), has 
mentioned the flight of the eunuch to the fandtuary. 

Suppliciterque pias humilis proftratus ad aras 
Mitigat iratas voce treraente nurus. 

3 °-Chryfoftom, in. another homily (tom. iii. p.386.), affects to 
declare, that Eutropius would not have been taken, had he not de- 
ferted the church. Zofimus (l.v. p.313.), on the contrary, pretends, 
that his enemies forced him (tfeiqwrGsowm? avrov) from the fandluary. 
Yet the promife is an evidenc of ibme treaty : and the ftrong aflurance 
of Claudian (Praefat. ad 1 . ii. 46 ), 

Sed tamen exemplo non feriere tuo, 
may be confidered as an evidence of fome promife. 

31 Cod. Theod. 1 . ix. tit. xi. leg. 14. The date of that law (Jan. 17, 
A. D. 399.) is erroneous and corrupt ; frnce the fall of Eutropius 
could not happen till the autumn of the fame year. See Tiilemont, 
Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 780. 
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touched the ihores of Cyprus, than he was haftily cha p. 
recalled. The vain hope of eluding, by a change 
of place, the obligation of an oath, engaged the 
Emprefs to transfer the fcene of his trial and 
execution, from Conftantinople to the adjacent . 
fuburb of Chalcedon. The conful Aurelian pro- 
nounced the fentence ; and the motives of that 
fentenee expofe the jurifprudence of a deipotic 
government. The crimes which Eutrbpius had 
committed againft the people, might have jufti- 
fied his death ; but he was found guilty of har- 
n effing to his chariot the facred animals, who, 
from their breed, or colour, were referved for 
the ufe of the Emperor alone 3S . 

While this domeftic revolution was tranfadted, Confpiracy 
Gainas 33 openly revolted from his allegiance ; of 
united his forces, at Thyatira in Lydia, with a. D. 400. 
thofe of Tribigild ; and ftill maintained his fupe- 
rior afcendant over the rebellious leader of the 
Oftrogoths. The confederate armies advanced, 
without relillance, to the ftreights of the Helle- 
fpont, and the Boiphorus ; and Arcadius was 
inftru&ed to prevent the Tofs of his Afiatic domi- 
nions, by refigning his authority and his perfon 
to the faith of the Barbarians. The church of 
the holy martyr Euphemia, lituate on a lofty 
eminence near Chalcedon 34 , was chofen for the 

place 

31 Zofimus, 1 . v. p.313. Philoltorgius, l.xi. c . 6. 

33 Zofimus, 1 . v. p.313 — 323.)* Socrates ( 1 . vi. c.4.), Sozomen 
(I. viii. c. 4.), and Theodoret ( 1 . v. c. 3a» 33s) reprefentj though with 
fome various circumftances, the coaipiracy, defeat, and death of 
Gainas. 

34 Ocriots Ev$n[uxs y.xgiv{>i.ov, is the expreffion of Zofimus Wmfelf 
( 1 . v. p. 314-)’ w ^° inadvertently ufes the faihionable language of the 

Chriftians. 
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chap, place of the interview. Gamas bowed, with 

xxxii. reverence, at the feet of the Emperor, whilft he 

U required the facrifice of Aurelian and Saturninus, 
two minifters of coiifular rank ; and their naked 
necks were expofed, by the haughty rebel, to the 
edge of the fword, till he condefcended to grant 
them a precarious and difgraceful refpite. The 
Goths, according to the terms of the agreement, 
were immediately tranfported from Alia into 
Europe ; and their vidtorious chief, who accepted 
the title of matter-general of the lioman armies, 
foon tilled Conftantinople with his troops, and 
diftributed among his dependents,, the honours 
and rewards of the empire. In his early youth, 
Gainas had paffed the Danube as a fuppliant, and 
a fugitive: his elevation had been the work of 
valour and fortune ; and his indifcreet, or perfi- 
dious, conduft, was the caufe of his rapid down- 
fal. Notwithftanding the vigorous oppofition of 
the Arehbiftiop, he importunely claimed, for 
his Arian fe&aries, the pofleffion of a peculiar 
church ; and the pride of the catholics was 
offended by the public toleration of herefy 3S . 
Every quarter of Conftantinople was filled with 
tumult and diforder ; and the Barbarians gazed 

Chriftians. Evagrius defcribes (1 .tuT c; 3.) the fituation, architecture, 
relics, and miracles of that celebrated church, in which the general 
council of Chalcedon was afterwards held. 

3b The pious remonftrances of Chryfoftom, which do not appear 
in his own writings, are ftrongly urged by Theodoret : but his in- 
linuation, that they were fticcefsful, is difproved by fatfs. Tillemonfe 
(Hift. des Emperem-s, tom. v. 383.) has difcovered, that the Emperor, 
to fatisfy the rapacious demands of Gainas, was obliged to melt the 
plate of the church of the apoftles. 
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'with fuch ardour on the rich fliops of the iewel- chap* 
lei’s, and the tables of the bankers, which were __ \ 
covered with gold and filver, that it was judged 
prudent to remove thofe dangerous temptations 
from their fight. They refented the injurious 
precaution ; and fome alarming attempts were 
made, during the night, to attack and deftroy 
with fire the Imperial palace 3 V In this ftate of July so* 
mutual and fufpicious hoftility, the guards, and 
the people of Conftantinople fhut the gates, 
and rofe in arms to prevent, or to punifti, the 
confpiracy of the Goths. During the abfence of 
Gainas, his troops were furprifed and oppreffed ; 
feven thoufand Barbarians periflied in this bloody 
maflacre. In the fury of the purfuit, the Catho- 
lics uncovered the roof, and continued to throw 
down flaming logs of wood, till they over- 
whelmed their adverfaries, who had retreated to 
the church or conventicle of the Arians. Gainas 
was either innocent of the defign, or too confident 
of his fuccefs : he was aftonilhed by the intelli- 
gence, that the flower of his army had been inglo- 
rioufly deftroyed ; that he himfelf was declared 
a public enemy ; and that his countryman, Fra- 
vitta, a brave and loyal confederate, had affirmed 
the management of the war by fea and land. The 
enterprifes of the rebel, again!! the cities of 
Thrace, were encountered by a firm and well- 
©rdered defence : his hungry foldiers were foon 
reduced to the grafs that grew on the margin of 

3f The ecclefiaftical hiftorians, who fometim.es guide, and fometimes 
follow, the public opinion, moil confidently aflert that the palace of 
Conftantinople was guarded by legions of angels. 

the 
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CHAP, the fortifications; and Gainas, who vainly re- 
xxxil g re tted the wealth and luxury of Alia, embraced 
a defperate refolution of forcing the pailage of 
the Hellefpont. He w T as defiitute of veffels ; but 
the woods of the Cherfonefus afforded materials 
for rafts, and his intrepid Barbarians did not 
Dec. S3, ref life to truft themfel ves to the waves. But Fra- 
vitta attentively watched the progrefs of their 
undertaking. As foon as they had gained the 
middle of the ftream, the Roman gallies 37 , im- 
pelled by the full force of oars, of the current, 
and of the favourable wind, rallied forwards in 
compact order, and with irrefiftible weight ; and 
the Hellefpont was covered with the fragments of 
the Gothic fhipwreck. After the deftru6tion of 
his hopes, and the lofs of many thoufands of his 
bravefl foldiers, Gainas, who could no longer 
afpire to govern, or to fubdue, the Romans, 
determined to refume the independence of a fa> 
vage life. A light and active body of Barbarian 
horfe,difengaged from theirinfantryand baggage, 
might perform in eight or ten days, a march of 
three hundred miles from the Hellefpont to the 
Danube 33 ; the garrifons of that important froii- 

: .tier 

37 Zofimus(l.v. p.319.) mentions thefe gallies by the name of 
Liburnians , and obferves, that they were as fwift (without explaining 
the difference between them) as the veffels with fifty oars ; but that 
they were far inferior in fpeed to the triremes, which had been long 
difufed. Yet he reafonably concludes, from the teftimony of Poly- 
bius, that gallies of a ftill larger fize had been conftrudecl in the 
Punic wars. Since the eftablifliment of the Roman empire over the 
Mediterranean, the ufelels art of building large flaps of war had pro- 
bably been neglected and at length forgotten. 

3 * Chifhull (Travels, p. 61 — 63. — 76.) proceeded from GaR 

lipoli, through Iladrianople, to the Danube, in about fifteen days. 

13 He 
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tier had been gradually annihilated; the river, 
in the month of December, would be deeply 
frozen ; and the unbounded profped of Scythia 
was opened to the ambition of Gainas. This 
defign was fecretly communicated to the national 
troops, who devoted themfelves to the fortunes 
of their leader ; and before the fignal of depar- 
ture was given, a great number of provincial 
auxiliaries, whom he fufpedted of an attachment 
to their native country, were perfidioufly maf- 
facred. The Goths advanced by rapid marches, 
through the plains of Thrace ; and they were 
foon delivered from the fear of a purfuit, by the 
vanity of Fravitta, who, inflead of extinguifliing 
the war, haftened to enjoy the popular applaufe, 
and to affume the peaceful honours of the eon- 
fulfhip. But a formidable ally appeared in arms 
to vindicate the majeliy of the empire, and to 
guard the peace and liberty of Scythia 39 . The 
fuperior forces of XJldin, King of the Huns, 
oppofed the progrefs of Gainas ; an hoftile and 
ruined country prohibited his retreat ; he dis- 
dained. to capitulate; and after repeatedly at- 
tempting to cut his way through the ranks of the 

He was in the train of an Englifh ambafTador, whofe baggage conMed 
of feventy-otie waggons. That learned traveller has the merit of 
tracing a curious and unfrequented route. ' • 

The narrative of Zofiinus, who adtually leads Gainas beyond the 
Danube, muft be corrected by the teftimony of Socrates, and Sozomen, 
that he was killed in Thrace ; and, by the precife and authentic dates 
of 'the dexandrian, or Pafchal Chronicle, p. 307. The naval vic- 
tory of the Hellespont is fixed to the month Apellseus, the tenth of 
the calends of January (December 23.) ; the head of Gainas was 
brought, to Conftantinople the third;. of the nones of January (Janu- 
ary 3.), la the month Audynseus. 
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c h a p. enemy, he was ftain, with his defperate followers, 
^xxxii. * n t } ie fl e } c | 0 f battle. Eleven days after the 
A.D. 401. naval victory of the Helleipont, the head of 
January 3. (q a i naSj the ineftimable gift of the conqueror, was 
received at Conftantinople with the molt liberal 
expreffions of gratitude ; and the public deliver- 
ance was celebrated by feftivals and illumina- 
tions. The triumphs of Arcadius became the 
fubjedt of epic poems 40 *, and the monarch no 
longer op prefted by any hoflile terrors, refigned 
himfeif to the mild and abfolute dominion of his 
wife the fair and artful Eudoxia ; who has ful- 
lied her fame by the perfecution of St. John 
Chryfoftom. 

Eieftion After the death of the indolent Nedtarius, the 
and merit fucceffor of Gregory Nazianzen, the church of 
foftomj" Conftantinople was diffracted by the ambition of 
a.d. 398. rival candidates, who were not afhamed to folicit, 
Feb. a6. w j t b gold or flattery, the fuffrage of the people, 
or of the favourite. On this occafion, Eutropius 
feems to have deviated from his ordinary max. 
ims ; and his uncorrupted judgment was deter- 
mined only by the fuperior merit of a ftranger. 
In a late journey into the Eaft, he had admired 
the fermons of John, a native and prefbyter of 
Antioch, whofe name has been diflinguifhed by 
the epithetof Chryfoftom, or the Golden Mouth 4I , 

A prb 

** Eufebius Scholafticus acquired much fame by his poem on the 
Gothic war, in which he had fferved. Near forty years afterwards, 
Ammonitis recited another poem on the fame fubjedt, in the prefence 
of the Emperor Theodofius. See Socrates, 1. vi. c. 6. 

41 The fixth book of Socrates, the eighth of Sozomen, and the 
fifth of Theodoret, afford curious and authentic materials for the life 
u of 
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A private order was difpatehed to the governor 
of Syria, and as the people might be unwilling 
to refign their favourite preacher, he was tranf- 
ported with fpeed and fecrefy in a poll-chariot, 
from Antioch to Conflantinople. The unani- 
mous and unfolicited content of the court, the 
clergy, and the people, ratified the choice of the 
minilter ; and, both as a faint and an orator, 
the new Archbilhop furpaffed the fanguine ex- 
peditions of the public. Born of a noble and 
opulent family, in the capital of Syria, Chryfof. 
tom had been educated by the care of a tender 
mother, under the tuition of the molt lldlful 
mailers. He fludied the art of rhetoric in the 
fehool of Libanius: and that celebrated fophill, 
who foon difcovered the talents of his difciple, 
ingenuoufly confelied that John wmuld have de- 
ferved to fucceed him, had he not been Rolen 
away by the Chriftians. His piety foon difpofed 

of John Chryfoftom. Befides thofe general hiftorians, I have takcft 
for my guides tlie four principal biographers of the faint, x. The 
author of a partial and paffionate Vindication of the Archbifliop of 
Conflantinople, compofed in the form of a dialogue, and under the 
name of his zealous partizan, Palladius, bilhop of Helenopolis (Til- 
Iemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xi. p. 500 — 533.). It is inferted among 
the works of Chryfoftom, torn. xiii. p. x — 90. edit. Montfaucon. 
a. The moderate Erafmus (tom. in. epift. mc:l, p. 1331 — •1347, edit, 
Ludg. Bat.). His vivacity and good fenfe were his own ; his errors* 
in the uncultivated ftate of ecclefiaftical antiquity, were almoft inevi- 
table. 3. The learned Tillemont (Mem. Eccleliaftiques, tom.xi. 
p. 1—405, 547 — 626, &c. &c.) j who compiles the lives of the faints 
with incredible patience, and religious accuracy. He has minutely 
fearched the voluminous works of Chryfoftom himfelf, 4. Father 
Montfaucon ; who has perufed thefe works with the curious dili- 
gence of an editor, difcovered feveral new homilies, and again reviewed 
and compofed the Life of Chryfoftom (Opera Chryfoftom, tom. xiii. 
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c II A p. him to receive the facrament of baptifm ; to re- 
n ounce the lucrative and honourable profeflion 
of the law, and to bury himfelf in the adjacent 
defert, where he fubdued the lulls of the flefh by 
an auflere penance of fix years. His infirmities 
compelled him to return to the fociety of man- 
kind ; and the authority of Meletius devoted his 
talents to the lervice of the church: but in the 
midll of his family, and afterwards on the archi- 
epifcopal throne, Chryfollom Hill perfevered in 
the practice of the monadic virtues. The ample 
revenues, which his predeceffors had confumed 
in pomp and luxury, he diligently applied to the 
eftablilhment of holpitals ; and the multitudes, 
who were fupported by his ch arity, preferred the 
eloquent and edifying difcourfes of their Arcli- 
bilhop, to the amufements of the theatre, or the 
circus. The monuments of that eloquence, 
which was admired near twenty years at Antioch 
and Conltantinople, have been carefully pre- 
ferved ; and the pofleflion of near one thoufand 
fermons, or homilies, has authorifed the critics 42 
of fucceeding times to appreciate the genuine 
merit of Chryfollom. They unanimoully attri- 
bute to the Chrillian orator, the free command 
of an elegant and copious language; the judg- 
ment to conceal the advantages which he derived 

4J As I am almojl a ftranger to the voluminous fermons of Chry- 
foftom, I have given my confidence to the two moft judicious and 
moderate of the ecclefiafticai critics, Erafmus (tom. iii. p. 1344.), 
and Dupin (Bibliotheque Ecclefiaftique, tom. iii. p. 38.): yet the 
good tafte of the former is fometimes vitiated by an exceffive love of 
antiquity ; and the good fenfe of the latter is always reftrained by 
prudential eonfideratfons. 
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from the knowledge of rhetoric and philofophy ; c hap. 
an inexhauftible fund of metaphors and fimili- , XX ^ IL , 
tudes, of ideas and images, to vary and illuftrate 
the mod familiar topics ; the happy art of en- 
gaging the paffions in the fervice of virtue ; and 
of expoling the folly, as well as the turpitude, 
of vice, almoft with the truth and fpirit of a 
dramatic reprefentation. 

The paftoral labours of the Archbifhop of Hisadmi- 
Conftantinople provoked, and gradually united 
againft him, two forts of enemies ; the afpiring feels, 
clergy, who envied his fuceefs, and the obftinate 
tinners, who were offended by his reproofs. ' 

When Chiyfoftom thundered, from the pulpit of 
St. Sophia, againflthe degeneracy of the Chrif- 
tians, his fliafts were fpent among the crowd, 
without wounding, or even marking, the charadter 
of any indi vidual. When he declaimed agai nil 
the peculiar vices of the rich, poverty might ob- 
tain a tranfient confolation from his invedtives : 
but the guilty were ftili Sheltered by their num- 
bers ; and the reproach itfelf was dignified by 
fome ideas of fuperiority and enjoyment. But 
as the pyramid rofe towards the fummit, it in-* 
fenfibly dirainiflied to" a point ; and the magi- 
flrates, the miniflers, the favourite eunuchs, the 
ladies of the court 43 , the Emprels Eudoxia 

herfelfj 

43 The females of Conftantinople dHHngujlhed themfelves by their 
enmity or their attachment to Chryfoftom. Three noble and opu- 
lent widows, Maria, Caftricia, and Eugraphia, were the leaders of the 
peri'ecution (Pallad. Dialog, tom. xiii. p. 14.). It was impoflible that 
they fliould forgive a preacher, who reproached their affedlation. to 
conceal, by the ornaments of drefs, their age and uglinefs (Pallad. 
p. 27.). Oiympius, by equal zeal, delayed in a more pious caufe, 

VOL. V. D D has 
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CHAP, herfelf, bad a much larger {hare of guilt, to 
xxxh. amon g a finaller proportion of criminals. 

The perfonal applications of the audience were 
anticipated, or confirmed, by the tefiimony of 
their own confidence j and the intrepid preacher 
affumed the dangerous right of' expofing both 
the offence and the offender to the public ab- 
horrence. The fecret refentment of the court 
encouraged the difcontent of the clergy and 
monks of Confiantinople, who were too haftily 
reformed by the fervent zeal of their archbifhop. 
He had condemned, from the pulpit, the domeffic 
females of the clergy of Confiantinople, who, 
under the names of fervants, or fillers, afforded 
a perpetual occafion either of fin or of fcandal. 
The filent and folitary afcetics, who had fecluded 
themfelves from the world, were intitled to the 
warm eft approbation of Chryfoflom ; but he 
defpifed and ftigraatifed, as the difgrace of their 
holy profeflion, the crowd of degenerate monks, 
who, from fome unworthy motives of pjeafure or 
profit, fo frequently infelled the flreets of the 
capital. To the voice of perfuafion, the arch- 
bifhop was obliged to add the terrors of autho- 
rity, and his ardour, in the exercife of eccle- 
fiaflical jurifdi&ion, was not always exempt 
from paffion $ nor was it always guided by 
prudence. Chryfoflom was naturally of a cho- 
leric difpofition 44 . Although he flruggled, ac- 
cording 

lias obtained the title of Saint. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xi. 
4x6 — 440. 

‘‘ 4 Sozomen, and more efpecially Socrates, have defined the real 
<jhara&er of Chryfoftom with a temperate and impartial freedom, 
• xi very 
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cording to the precepts of the gofpel, to love c 
his private enemies, he indulged himfelf in the 
privilege of hating the enemies of God, and of 
the church ; and his fentiments were fometimes 
delivered with too much energy of countenance 
and expreffion. He Hill maintained, from fome 
confiderations of health, or abltinence, his for- 
mer habits of taking his repafts alone; and this 
inhofpitable cuftom 45 , which his enemies imputed 
to pride, contributed, at leaft, to nourifh the 
infirmity of a morofe and unfocial humour. Se- 
parated from that familiar intereourfe, which 
facilitates the knowledge and the difpatch of 
bufinefs, he repofed an unfufpedting confidence 
in his deacon Serapion ; and feldom applied his 
fpeculative knowledge of human nature to the 
particular charadters, either of his dependents, 
or of his equals. Confeious of the purity of his 
intentions, and perhaps of the fuperiority of his 
genius, the Archbifliop of Conflantinbple ex- 
tended the jurifdi&ion of the Imperial city, that 
he might enlarge the fpliere of his pafloral 
labours ; and the condu6t which the profane 
imputed to an ambitious motive, appeared to 

very ofienfive to Bis blind, admirers. Tliofe hiftorians lived in the 
next generation, when party violence was abated, and had converted 
with many perfons intimately acquainted with the virtues and imper- 
fedliom of the faint. 

45 Palladius (tom.xiii. p. 40, &c.) very ferioufly defends the arch- 
bilhop. i. He never tafted wine. %. The weaknefs of his ftomach 
required a peculiar diet. 3. Bulinefs, or fiudy, or devotion, often 
kept him falling till fun-fet. 4. He dptefted the noife and levity of 
great dinners. 5. He faved the expence for the ufe of the poor. 

6. He was apprehenfive, in a capital like Conftantmople, of the envy 
and reproach of partial invitations. 

D I) 2 Chryfof- 
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c H A P. Chryfoftom himfelf in the light of a facred and 
, XX y XIL , indifpenfable duty. In his vilitation through the 
Afiatic provinces, he depofed thirteen bilhops of 
Lydia and Phrygia; and indifcreetly declared, 
that a deep corruption of fimony and iicentiouf- 
nels had infected the whole epifcopal order 46 . 
If thole bilhops were innocent, fuch a ralh and 
unjuft condemnation mult excite a well-grounded 
difcontent. If they were guilty, the numerous 
aflociates of their guilt would foon difcover, that 
their own fafety depended on the ruin of the 
archbilhop ; whom they ftudied to reprefent as 
the tyrant of the Eaftern church. 

Chryfof- This eccleliaftical confpiracy was managed by 
fecutedby Theophilus 47 , Arclibilliop of Alexandria, an ac- 
the Em- tive and ambitious prelate, who difplayed the 
do!da EU ' rapine in monuments of oftentation. 

A.D.403. His national diftike to the riling greatnefs of a 
city, which degraded him from the fecond, to 
the third, rank, in the Chriftian world, was ex- 
afperated by forae perfonal dilputes with Chry- 
foftom himfelf 48 . By the private information of 
the Emprefs, Theophilus landed at Conftantino- 
ple, with a ftout body of Egyptian mariners, to 

415 Chryfoftom declares bis free opinion (tom. ix. hom.iii. in Adi 
Apoftol. p. 29.), that the number of bilhops, who might be faved, 
bore a very fmall proportion to thofe who would be damned. 

47 See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom.xi. p. 441 — 500. 

48 I have purpofely omitted the controverfy which arofe among the 
monks of Egypt* concerning Origenifm and Antropcmorphifm : the 
diflimulation and violence of Theophilus ; his artful management of 
the fimplicity of Epiphanius ; the perfecution and flight of the long, 
or tall, brothers; the ambiguous fupport which they received at 
•'Conflantinople from Chryfoftom, &c. &c. 
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encounter the populace; and a train of dependent 
bifhops, to fecure, by their voices, the majo- 
rity of a fynod. The fynod 49 was convened in 
the fuburb of Chalcedon, furnamed the Oak , 
where Xtuhnus had eredted a flately church and 
mo nailery; and their proceedings were continued 
during fourteen days, or feffions. A bifhop and 
a deacon accufed the Archbifliop of Conftanti- 
nople ; but the frivolous or improbable nature 
of the forty-feven articles which they prefented 
againft him, mayjuillybe confidered as a fair 
and unexceptionable panegyric. Four fucceffive 
lu mm on s were fignified to Chry'foftom ; but lie 
Hill refilled to trull either his perfon, or his re- 
putation, in the hands of his implacable enemies, 
who prudently declining the examination of any 
particular charges, condemned his contumacious 
difobedience, and hailily pronounced a fen ten ce 
of depoiition. The fynod of the -Oak imme- 
diately addreifed the Emperor to ratify and exe- 
cute their judgment, and charitably iniinuated, 
that the penalties of treafon might be inflidted 
on the audacious preacher, who had reviled, 
under the name of Jezebel, the Emprefs Eudoxia 
herfelf. The archbifliop was rudely arretted, 
and conducted through the city, by one of the 
Imperial meflengers, who landed him, after 
a fliort navigation, near the entrance of the 

49 Photius (p. 53' — 60.) has preferved. the original adls of the fynod 
of the Oak ; which deftroy the falfe aflertion, that Chryfoftom was 
condemned by no more than thirty-fix bifhops, of whom twenty-nine 
were Egyptians. Forty-five bifhops fubfcribed his fentence. See 
Tillemont, Mein. Ecclef. tom. xi. p.595. 
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chap. Euxine ; from whence, before the expiration of 
... y \ two clays, he was glorioufly recalled. 

Popular The firft aftoniftiment of his faithful people had 

Conftanti- been mute and paffive : they fuddenly rofe with 
nopie. unanimous and irrefiftible fury. Theophilus 
efcaped 5 but the promifcuous crowd of monks 
and Egyptian mariners were ilaughtered without 
pity in the Itreets of Conftantinople so . A fea- 
fonable earthquake juftified the interpofition of 
heaven ; the torrent offeditxon rolled forwards to 
the gates of the palace ; and the Emprefs, agi- 
tated by fear or remorfe, threw herfelf at the feet 
of Arcadius, and confefled, that the public fafety 
could be purchafed only by the relloration of 
Chryfoftom. The Bofphorus was covered with 
innumerable veffels ; the fliores of Europe and 
Alia were profufely illuminated ; and the accla- 
mations of a vidtorious people accompanied, from 
the port to the cathedral, the triumph of the 
archbilhop ; who, too eaftly, confented to refume 
the exercife of his fundtions, before his fentence 
had been legally reverfed by the authority of an 
eecleiiaftical fynocl. Ignorant, or carelefs, of 
the impending danger, Chryfoftom indulged his 
zeal, or perhaps his refentment ; declaimed with 
peculiar afperity againft j female vices; and con- 

5o ( Palladius owns (p. 30,), that if tlie people of Conftantinople had 
found Theophilus, they would certainly have thrown him into the 
fea. Socrates mentions (Lvi. c. 17.) a battle between the mob and 
the failors of Alexandria, in which many wounds were given, and 
fome lives were loft. The maffacre of the monks is obferved only 
by the Pagan Zofimus ( 1 , v. p. 334.), who acknowledges that Chry- 
foftom had a Angular talent to lead the illiterate multitude, w a 

■ a v9§uixos c/Myov o^Aov VKuyuysaQoit cSzim;. 


demned 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

tlemned the profane honours which were ad- 
dreffed, aim oft in the precincts of St. Sophia, to 
the Itatue of the Emprefs. His imprudence 
tempted his enemies to inflame the haughty fpirit 
of Eudoxia, by reporting, or perhaps inventing, 
the famous exordium of a fermon, Herodias is 
<c again furious ; Herodias again dances 5 the 
“ once more requires the head of John an in- 
folent allufion, which as awoman and a fovereign, 
it was impoflible for her to forgive s '. The Ihort 
interval of a perfidious truce was employed to 
concert more effectual meafures for the ditgrace 
and ruin of the archbifliop. A numerous coun- 
cil of the Eaftern prelates, who were guided from 
a diftanceby theadvice of Theophilus, confirmed 
T the validity, without examining the juftice, of 

the former fentence ; and a detachment of Bar- 
barian troops was introduced into the city, to 
fupprefs the emotions of the people. On the 
vigil of Eafter, the folefnn adminiftration of bap- 
tifmwas rudely interrupted by the foldiers, who 
| alarmed the modefty of the naked catechumens, 

! and violated, by their prefence, the awful myf- 

teries of the Chriftian worfliip. Arfacius occu- 
pied the church of St.. Sophia, and the archiepif- 
4 copal throne. The Catholics retreated to the 

I baths of Conftantine, and afterwards to the fields : 

where they were (till purfued and infulted by the 

51 See Socrates, I. vi. c. 18. Sozomen, 1. viii. c. 40. Zofimus, 
(1. v. p. 324. 327.) mentions, in general terms, his invedHves againfl 
Eudoxia. The homily, which begins with thofe famous words, is 
rejected as fpurious. Montfaucon, tom. xiii. p. 15 1. Tillexnont, 
Mem. Ecclef. tom. xi, p. 603. 
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chap, guards, the bilhops, and the magiftrates. The 
xxxii. fatal day of the fecond and final exile of C'hry- 
' foltom was marked by the conflagration of the 
cathedral, of the fenate-houfe, and of the adja- 
cent buildings ; and this calamity was imputed, 
without proof, but not without probability, to 
the defpair of a perfecuted fadfcion 53 . 

Exile of Cicero might claim feme merit, if his volun- 
Sra tary baniihment preferved the peace of the re- 
A- D. 404. public » ; but the fubmillion of Chryfoftom was 
June 30. the indifpenfable duty of a Chriftian and a fub- 
j eSt. Inftead of liftening to his humble prayer, 
that he might be permitted to refide at Cyzicus, 
or Nicomedia, the inflexible Emprefs affigned for 
his exile the remote and defolate town of Cu- 
cufus, among the ridges of Mount Taurus, in 
the Leflfer Armenia. A fecret hope was enter- 
tained, that the archbifhop might perilh in a 
difficult and dangerous march of feventy days in 
the heat of fummer, through the provinces of 
Alia Minor, wherehe was continually threatened 
by the hoftile attacks of the Ifaurians, and the 
more implacable fury of the monks. Yet Chry- 
foltom arrived in fafety at the place of his con- 
J finement; , and the three years, which he fpent 

If’ at Cucufus, and the neighbouring town of Ara- 

f biffius, were the laft and mod glorious of his 

t life. His charadfcer was confecrated by abfence 

i‘ ss We might naturally expe^ fuch a charge from Zofimus (!» v. 

p. 337.) ; but it is remarkable enough, that it Jhould be confirmed 
by Socrates, 1 . vi. c. 18. and the Pafchal Chronicle, p. 307. 

53 He difplays thofe fpecious motives (Poft Reditum, e. 13, 14.) 
- in the language of an orator and a politician. 

, ' 5 and 
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and persecution ; the faults of liis adminiftration C H A P. 
were not long remembered ; but every tongue xxxl ‘ , 
repeated the praifes of his genius and virtue: 
and the refpediful attention of the Chriftian 
world was fixed on a defert fpot among the 
, mountains of Taurus. From that folitude, the 
archbifhop, whofe adtive mind was invigorated 
by misfortunes, maintained a ftri6fc and frequent 
correfpondence 54 with the moil diftant provinces; 
exhorted the feparate congregation of liis faith- 
ful adherents to perfevere in their allegiance ; 
urged the deftru&ion of the temples of Phoenicia, 
and the extirpation of herefy in the Ille of Cy- 
prus ; extended his paflonii care to the millions 
of Perlia and Scythia; negociated, by his.ambaf- 
fadors, with the Roman pontiff, and the Emperor 
Honorius ; and boldly appealed, from a partial 
fynod, to the fupreme tribunal of a free and ge- 
neral council. The mind of the illuflrious exile 
was Hill independent ; but his captive body was 
expofed to the revenge of the oppreflors, who 
continued to abufe the name and authority of 
Ar cadi us An order was difpatched for the 

inftant 


54 Two hundred and forty-two of the epiftles of Chryfoftom are 
ftill extant (Opera, tom. iii. p-5a8 — 736.). They are addrefled to 
a great variety of perfons, and fliew a firmnefs of mind> rnuch fuperior 
to that of Cicero in his exile. The fourteenth epiftle contains a 
curious narrative of the dangers of his journey. 

55 After the exile of Chryfoftom, Theophilus publifhed an enormous 
and horrible volume againft him, in which he perpetually repeats the 
polite expreffions of hoftem humanitatis, facrilegorum principem, 
jmmundum dtemonem ; he affirms, that John Chryfoftom had de- 
livered his foul to be adulterated by the devil j and wifhes that fome 
farther punilhment, adequate (if poffible) to the magnitude of his 
crimes, may be infiiifted on him. St. Jerom, at the requell of his 

friend 
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c H a P. inftanfc removal of Chryfoflom * to the extreme 
xxxn. t | e f er t 0 f Pityns : and his guards fo faithfully 
obeyed their cruel inftrudtions, that,, before he 
His death, reached the fea-coaft of the Euxine, lie expired 
Se^x^ at Comana, Pontus, in the fixtieth year of his 
age. The fucceeding generation acknowledged 
his innocence and merit. The arclibifliops of 
the Eafl, who might blulh that their predeceffors 
had been the enemies of Chryfoflom, were gra- 
dually difpofed, by the firmnefs of the Roman 
pontiff, to reftore the honours of that venerable 
His relics name 56 . At the pious folicitation of the clergy 
tcfconftln- anc ^ P e0 P^ e Conflantinople, his relics, thirty 
tinopie, years after his death, were tranfported from their 
a. D. 438, obfcure fepulchre to the royal city s7 . The Em- 
an ’ peror Theodofius advanced to receive them as 
far as Chalcedon ; and, falling proftrate on the 
coffin, implored, in the name of his guilty pa- 
rents, Arcadius and Eudoxia, the forgivenefs of 
the injured faint 58 . 

friend Theophilus, tranflated this edifying performance from Greek 
into Latin. See Facundus Hermian. Defenf. pro iii. Capitul. I. vi. 
c.5. publilhed by Sirmond. Opera, tom. ii. p. 595, 596, 597. 

515 His name was inferted by his fucceffor Atticus in the Dyptics 
of the church of Conftantinople, A. D. 418. Ten years afterwards 
he was revered as a faint. Cyril, who inherited the place, and the 
paflions, of his uncle, Theophilus, yielded with much reludlance. 
See Facund. Hermian. I.4. e. 1. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiv. 
p. 17 f — 383. 

57 Socrates, I. vii. c.45. Theodoret. l.v. c. 36. This event recon- 
ciled the Joannites, who had hitherto refilled to acknowledge his 
fuccefibrs. During his lifetime, the. Joannites were refpetfted by the 
Catholics, as the true and orthodox communion of Conftantinople. 
Their obftinacy gradually drove them to the brink of fchifm. 

sS According to Tome accounts (Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 
438. N° 9, 10.), tire Emperor was forced to fend a letter of invitation 
and excufes, before the body of the ceremonious faint could be moved 
from Comana. 


Yet 
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Ifet a reafonable doubt may be entertained, chap, 
whether any ftain of hereditary guilt could be , XXX1L , 
derived from Arcadius to his fueceffor. Eudoxia The death 
was a young and beautiful woman, who indulged °f u ^ rca ’ 
her paffions, and defpifed her hufband : Count a.d. 4 o8, 
John enjoyed, at leaft, the familiar confidence Ma ? r * 
of the Emprefs : and the public named him as 
the real father of Theodofius the younger 59 . The 
birth of a fon was accepted, however, by the 
pious hufband, as an event the moft fortunate 
and honourable to himfelf, to his family, and to 
the Eaftern world : and the royal infant, by an 
| unprecedented favour, was invefled with the 

| titles of Caefar and Auguftus. In lefs than four 

1 years afterwards, Eudoxia, in the bloom of youth, 

f was deflroyed by the confequences of a mifcar- 

riage ; and this untimely death confounded the 
prophecy of a holy bifhop 6o , who, amidft the 
univerfal joy, had ventured to fore tel, that fhe 
fhould behold the long and aufpicious reign of 
her glorious fon. The Catholics applauded the 
juftice of heaven, which avenged the perfection 
of St. Chryfoftom $ and perhaps the Emperor was 

j. 59 Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 315. The chaiUty of an emprefs ihould not 

} be impeached withoiit producing a witnefs ; but it is aftonilhipg, that 

) the witnefs ihould write and live under a prince, whofe legitimacy he 

; dared to attack. We muft fuppofe that his hiftory was a party libel, 

privately read and circulated by the Pagans. Tillemont (Hift. des 
Empereurs, tom. v. p. 78a.) is not averi'e to brand the reputation of 
Eudoxia. 

60 Porphyry of Gaza. His zeal was tranfported by the order which 
I he had obtained for the deitruiSUon of eight Pagan temples of that city, 

i See the curious details of his life (Baronius, A. D.401. N° 17—-51.) 

I originally written in Greek, or perhaps in Syriac, by a monk, one of 

, his favourite deacons. 
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chap, the only perfon who fincerely bewailed tiie lots 
t XX - XIL 1 of the haughty and rapacious Eudoxia. Such a 
domeftie misfortune afflihted him more deeply 
than the public calamities of the Eaft 61 ; the 
licentious excurfions, from Pontus to Palefline, 
of the Ifaurian robbers, whofe impunity accufed 
the weaknefs of the government; and the earth- 
quakes, the conflagrations, the famine, and the 
flights of locufts 6 % which the popular difcontenfc 
was equally difpofed to attribute to the incapa- 
city of the monarch. At length, in the thirty- 
firfl year of his age, after a reign (if we may 
abufe that word) of thirteen years three months 
and fifteen days, Arcadius expired in the palace 
of Conftantinople. It is impoflible to delineate 
his charadter : fiince, in a period very copioufly 
furnilhed with hiftorica! materials, it has not 
been poflible to remark one action that properly 
belongs to the fon of the great Theodolius. 

His fup- The hiftorian Procopius 63 has indeed iliumi- 
mrat. tefta " Pj? ded the mind of the dying Emperor with a ray 
of human prudence, or celeliial wifdom, Arca- 
dius confldered, with anxious forefight, the help- 
lefs condition of his fon Theodolius, who was no 
more than feven years of age, the dangerous fac- 
tions of a minority, and the afpiring fpirit of 

61 Pliiloftorg. I. xi. c. 8. and Godefroy, DifTertat. p. 457. 

62 Jerom (tom. vi. p. 73. 76.) defcribes, in lively colours, the 
regular and deftrudtive march of the locufts, which fpread a dark 
cloud, between heaven and earth, over the land of Paleftine. Seafon- 
able winds fcattered them, partly into the Dead Sea, and partly into 
the Mediterranean. 

6j Procopius, de Bell. Perfic. l.i. c. 3. p. 8 . edit. Louvre. 

Jezdegerd, 
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Jezdegerd, the Perfian monarch. Inftead of 
tempting the allegiance of an ambitious fubje£fc, 
by the participation of fupreme power, he boldly 
appealed to the magnanimity of a king ; and 
placed, by a folemn teftament, the fceptre of the 
Baft in the hands of Jezdegerd himfelf. The 
royal guardian accepted and difcharged this ho- 
nourable trull with unexampled fidelity ; and 
the infancy of Theodofius was protedled by the 
arms and councils of Perfia. Such is the An- 
gular narrative of Procopius; and his veracity 
is not difputed by Agathias 6 y while he prefumes 
todiffentfrom his judgment, and toarraignthe wif- 
dom of a Chrillian emperor, who fo ralhly, though 
fo fortunately, committed his fon and his domi- 
nions to the unknown faith of a ftranger, a rival, 
and a heathen. At the diftance of hundred 
and fifty years, this political queftion wight be de- 
bated in the court of Juftinian ; but a prudent 
hiftorian will refute to examine the propriety , 
till he has afcertained the truth , of the teftament 
of Arcadius. As it Hands without a parallel in. 
the hiftory of the world, we may juftly require, 
that it Ihould be attefted by the pofitive and una- 
nimous evidence of contemporaries. The ftrange 
novelty of the event, which excites our diftruft, 
mufthave attracted their notice ; and their uni- 

Agathias, I. iv< p. 1 36 , 137. Although he confefTes the preva- 
lence of the tradition, he aflertsthat Procopius was the firft who had 
committed it to writing. Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. vi. 
p. 507 ,) argues very fenfibly on the merits of this fable. His criticifm 
was not warped by any ecclefiaftical authority : both Procopius and 
Agathias are half Pagans. 


verfal 
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mius, 
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c h a p. verfal lilence annihilates the vain tradition of 
xxxii. the fhcceeding age. 

Admini- The maxims of Roman jurifprudence, if they 
ftration of could be fairly transferred from private property 
to public dominion, would have adjudged to the 
A.D. Emperor Honoring the guardianfliip of his ne- 
408—415. pj iew? -till he had attained, at lead, the fourteenth 
year of his age. But the weak nets of Honorius, 
and the calamities of his reign, difcjualihed him 
from profecuting this natural claim ; and fucli 
was the abfolute reparation of the two monar- 
chies, both in intereft and affection, that Con- 
ftantinople would have obeyed, with lets reluc- 
tance, the orders of the Perfian, than thofe of 
the Italian, court. Under a prince, whole 
weaknefs is difguifed by the external ligns of 
manhood and difcretion, the molt worthlefs 
favourites may fecretly difpute the empire of the 
palace ; and dilate to lubmiffive provinces the 
commands of a mailer, whom they diredt and 
defpife. But the minifters of a child, who is 
incapable of arming them with the fandljon of 
the royal name, mull acquire and exercife an 
independent authority. The great officers of 
the Hate and army, who had been appointed 
before the death of Arcadius, formed an arifto- 
cracy, which might have infpired them with the 
idea of a free republic ; and the government of 
the Eaftern empire was fortunately affumed by 
the praefcdt Anthemius es , who obtained, by his 

fuperior 

65 Socrates, I. vli. c. r. Anthemius was the grandfon of Philip, 
#ne of the minifters of Conftantius, and the grandfather of the Em- 
peror 
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fuperior abilities, a lading afcendant over the c 
minds of his equals. The fafety of the young 
Emperor proved the merit and integrity of An- 
themius : and his prudent drained fu darned the 
force and reputation of an infant reign. UIdin, 
with a formidable hod of Barbarians, was en- 
camped in the heart of Thrace : he proudly re- 
medied all term s of accommodation ; and pointing 
to the riling fun, declared to the Roman ambaf- 
fadors, that the cotirfe of that planet Ihou Id 
alone terminate the conquefts of the Huns. But 
the defertion of bis confederates, who were pri- 
vately convinced of the juftice and liberality of 
the Imperial minifters, obliged UIdin to repals 
the Danube: the tribe of the Scyrri, which 
compofed his rear-guard, was almoft extirpated; 
and many thoufand captives were dilperied to 
cultivate, with fervile labour, the fields of Alia 61 *. 
In the midft of the public triumph, Conftanti- 
nople was protedled by a ftrong inclofure of new 
and more extenlive walls ; the fame vigilant care 
was applied to rellore the fortifications of the 
Illyrian cities : and a plan was judicioufly con- 
ceived, which, in the fpaceoffeven years, would 
have fecured the command of the Danube, by 
eftablilhing on that river a perpetual fleet of two 
hundred and fifty armed vefiels 67 , 

peror Anthemius. After his return from the Berfian embaffy, he was 
appointed conful and Praetorian prsefe&of the Eaft, in the year 40.5 ; 
and held the prefecture about ten years* See his honours and praifes 
in Godefroy, Cod. Theod. tom. vi. p. 350. Tillemont, Hilt, des 
Emp. tom. vi. p. 1, &c. 

<0 Sozomen, 1 . ix. c. 5. He faw fome Scyrri at work near Mount 
Olympus, in Bithynia, and cherilhed the vain hope that thofe captives 
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chap. But the Romans had fo long been accuftomed 
, xxxh. jo the authority of a monarch, that the firft. 
Character even among the females, of the Imperial family, 
niftratlon" w ^° dilplayed any courage or capacity, was per- 
of Pul* mitted to afcend the vacant throne of Theodo- 

che j^ iius. His lifter Pulcheria 68 , who was only two 

414—453. years older than himfelf, received, at the age of 
lixteen, the title of Augujla ; and though her 
favour might be fometimes clouded by caprice or 
intrigue, Ihe continued to govern the Eaftern 
empire near forty years ; during the long mino- 
rity of her brother, and, after his death, in her 
own name, and in the name of Marcian, her 
nominal hulband. From a motive, either of pru- 
dence, or religion, lb e embraced a life of celi- 
bacy ; and notwithftanding fome afperlions on 
the chaftity of Pulcheria this refolufcionj which 
lhe communicated to her lifters Arcadia and 
Marina, was celebrated by the Chriftian world, 
as the fublime effort of heroic piety. I n the pre- 
fence of the clergy and people, the three daugh- 
ters of Arcgdius ,0 dedicated their virginity to 
God ; and the obligation of their folemn vow 

<s Sozomen lias filled three chapters with a magnificent panegyric 
of Pulcheria ( 1 . ix. c. 1, a, 3.) ; and Tillemont (Memoires Ecclef. 
tom. xv. p.171 — -184.) has dedicated a feparate article to the honour 
of St. Pulcheria, virgin and fimprefs. 

69 Suidas (Excerpta, p. 68. in Script. Byzant.) pretends, on the 
credit of the Neftoriaus, that Pulcheria was exai'perated againft their 
founder, becaufe he cenfured her connexion with the beautiful 
Paulinus, and her inceft with her brother Theodofius. 

;o See Ducange, Famil. Bvzantin. p. 70. Flaccilla, the eldeft 
daughter, either died before Arcadius, or, if JJie lived till the year It 31 
(Marcellin. Chron.), fome defeat of mind or body muft have excluded 
her from the honours of her rank. 


was 
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was infcribed on a tablet of gold and gems; which 
they publicly offered in the great church of Con- 
flan tin ople. Their palace was converted into a 
monaftery ; and all males, except the guides of 
their conference, the faints who had forgotten 
the diftindlion of fexes, were fcrnpuloufly ex- 
cluded from the holy threfliold. Pulcheria, her 
twodi tiers, and a cjiofen train of favourite dam- 
fels, formed a religious community : they re- 
nounced the vanity of drefs ; interrupted, by 
frequent falls, their fimple and frugal diet ; 
allotted a portion of their time to works of em- 
broidery ; and devoted feveral hours of the day 
and night to the exercifes.of prayer and pfalmody. 
The piety of a Chriftian virgin was adorned by 
the zeal and liberality of an emprefs. Eccle- 
fiaftical hitlory deferibes the fplendid churches, 
whief^were built at the expence of Pulcheria, in 
all the provinces of tile Eafl ; her charitable 
foundations for the benefit of ftrangers and the 
poor ; the ample donations which fhe afligned 
for the perpetual maintenance of monaflic fo- 
cieties ; and the active feverity with which fhe 
laboured to fupprefs the oppofite herefies of 
Neflorius and Eutyches. Such virtues were fup- 
pofed to deferve the peculiar favour of the 
Deity : and the relics of martyrs, as well as the 
knowledge of future events, were communicated 
in vifions and revelations to the Imperial faint K 

Yet 

71 She was admonifhed, by repeated dreams, of the place where the 
telics of the forty martyrs had been buried. The ground had fuc- 
ceffively belonged to the houfe and garden of a woman of Conftanti- 

VOL. v. ee nople, 
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chap. Yet the devotion of Pulcheria never diverted her 
indefatigable attention from temporal affairs ; 
and Ihe alone among all the defendants of the 
great Theodoiins, appears to have inherited any 
fliare of his manly fpirit and abilities. The ele- 
gant and familiar ufe which the had acquired, 
both of the Greek and Latin languages, was 
readily applied to the various occasions of fpeak- 
ing, or writing, on public bufinefs ; her delibera- 
tions, were maturely weighed; her actions were 
prompt and decifive ; and, while (he moved 
without noife or oftentatlon the wheel of govern- 
ment, the difcreetly attributed to the genius of 
the Emperor, the long tranquillity of his reign, 
fa the lalt years of his peaceful life, Europe was 
indeed affhifed b y the ar ms of Attila ; bu t the 
more extenlive provinces of Alia fill continued, 
to enjoy a profound and permanent reppfe. 
Theodofius the younger was never reduced to 
the disgraceful ne ceflity of encountering and 
punilhing a rebellious fubjedt : and lince we 
Cannot applaud the vigour, feme praife maybe 
due to the mildnefs, and profperity:, of the adrni- 
i|iff: ration of Pulcheria, 

Education The Uoman world, was deeply intereffed in the 
raftCTof education of %s mailer. A regular courfe of 
Theodo- ffudy and exercife was judicioully inftituted ; of 

younger. ■■■■■■' y ■ 

nopie, to a monaftery of Macedonian monks, and to a church of St. 
Thyrfus, ere&ed by Csefarius, who was conful A. D. 3975 and the 
memory of the relics was almoft obliterated. Notwithstanding the 
charitable wxlhea of Dr. Jortin (Remarks, tom. iv. p. *34.), k is not 
eafy to acquit Pulcheria of fome ihare in the pious fraud ; which mvift 
have been tranfadted when fhe was more than five-and-thivfcy years 
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the military exercifes of riding, and (hooting c 11 A P. 
with the bow ; of the liberal todies of grammar, xxxn - 
rhetoric, and philafophy : the molt Ikilful mailers 
of the Eaft ambitioufly folicited the attention of 
their royal pupil ; and federal noble youths were 
introduced into the palace, to animate his dili- 
gence by the emulation of fiiendlhip. Pulcheria 

alone dil’charged the important talk of in{tru6ting 
her brother in the arts of government ; but her 
precepts may countenance Tome fulpicion of the 
extent of her capacity, or of the purity of her 
intentions. She taught him to maintain a grave, 
and tnajeftic deportment ; to walk, to hold his 
robes, to feat himfelf on his throne, in a manner 
worthy of a great prince ; to abftain from laugh- 
ter; to liflen with condefcenlion ; to return fuit- 
able anfwers ; to affume, by turns, a ferious or 
a placid countenance ; in a word, to reprefent 
with grace and dignity the external figure of a 
Roman emperor. But Theodofius 72 was never 
excited to fupport the weight and glory of an 
illuftrious name ; and inftead of afpirihg te imi- 
tate his anceflors, he degenerated (if we may 

72 There is a remarkable difference between the two ecclefiaflical 
hiftorians, who in general bear fo clofe a refemblance. Sozomfcn (l.ix. 
c. 1.) afcribes to Pulcheria the government of the empire, and the 
! education of her brother ; whom he fcarcely condefcends to praife. 

j Socrates, though he affedtedly difclairas all hopes of favour or fame, 

compofes an elaborate panegyric on the Emperor, and cautioufly fup- 
prefles the merits of his filter (1. vii. c. aa. 4 a.). Philoftorgius (1. xii. 
c. 7.)expreffes the influence of Pulcheria in gentle and courtly language, 

71x5 (SacriTuxaj <nnp.us>crus wrifiraiA.m kou tHnvQvv&cra. Suidas (Excerpt. 

1 p. 53,) gives a true chara&er of Theodofius ; and I have followed the 

| 1 ' example of Tillemont (tom. vx, p* 25.) in borrowing fome flrokes 

I from the modern Greeks. 
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prefume to meafure the degrees of incapacity) 
below the weaknefs of his father and his uncle. 
Arcadius and Honorius had been abided by the 
guardian care of a parent, whofe leffons were 
enforced by his authority, and example. But the 
unfortunate prince, who is born in the purple, 
mult remain a dranger to the voice of truth ; 
and the fon of Arcadius was condemned to pafs 
his perpetual infancy, encompaffed only by a fer- 
tile train of women and eunuchs. The ample 
leifure, which he acquired by negledting the ef- 
fential duties of his high office, was filled by idle 
amufements, and unprofitable ftudies. Hunting 
was the only active purfuit that could tempt him 
beyond the limits of the palace ; but he moft 
affiduoufly laboured', fometimes by the light of a 
midnight lamp, in the mechanic occupations of 
painting and carving ; and the elegance with 
which he tranfcribed religious books, entitled 
the Roman emperor to the lingular epithet of 
Calligrapkes, or a fair writer. Separated from 
the world by an impenetrable veil, Theodofius 
traded the perfons whom he loved ; he loved 
thofe who were accuftomed to amide and flatter 
his indolence *, and as he never perufed the pa- 
pers that v'ere prefented for the royal fignature, 
the adts of injuftice the mod repugnant to his 
character, were frequently perpetrated in his 
name. The Emperor himfelf was chade, tem- 
perate, liberal, and merciful; but thefe qua- 
lities, which can only deferve the name of 
virtues, when they arefupported by courage, and 
4 regulated 
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regulated by difcretion, were feldom beneficial, c m ap. 
and they fometiraes proved mifchievous, to man- , 
kind. His mind, enervated by a royal educa- 
tion, was oppreffed and degraded by abje6t 
fu perdition : he faded, he filing pfalms, he blindly 
accepted the miracles and dodtrines with which 
his faith was continually nouriflied. Theodo- 
fius devoutly w r orfhipped the dead and living 
faints of the Catholic church 5 and he once re- 
futed to eat, till an infioleht monk, who had cad 
an excommunication on his fiovereign, coude- 
ficended to heal the fipiritual wound which he 
had inflidled n . 

The dory of a fair and virtuous maiden, ex- charter 
alted from a private condition to the Imperial and En- 
throne, might be deemed an incredible romance, the Em- 
if fuch a romance had not been verified in the prefs Eu- 
marriage of Theodofius. The Celebrated Athe- d °X’r) 
nais 74 was educated by her father Leontius in the 431—460. 
religion and fciences of the Greeks ; and fo ad- 
vantageous was the opinion which the Athenian 
philofopher entertained of his contemporaries, 

73 Theodoret, 1 . v. c. 37. The Biftiop ofCyrrhus, one of the firft 
men of his age for. his learning and piety, applauds the obedience of 
Theodofius to the divine laws. 

7 * Socrates (Lvii. c. 31.) mentions her name (Athenais, the daugh- 
ter of Leontius, an Athenian fophill), her baptifni, marriage, and 
poetical genius. The moft ancient account of her hiftory is in John. 

Malala (part. ii. p. 30, 31. edit. Venet, 1743) and iu the Pafchal 
Chronicle (p, 3x1, 313.). Thole authors . had probably feen 
original piftures of the Emprefs Endoeia. The modem Greeks, 

Zonaras, Ccdrenus, &c. have difplayed the love, rather than the talent, 
of fidlion. From Nicephorus, indeed, I have ventured to afiume her 
age. The writer of a romance would not. have imagined, that 
Athenais was near twenty-eight years old when Ihe inflamed the 
heart of a young emperor. 

EE 3 
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that he divided his patrimony between his two 
fons, bequeathing to his daughter a final! legacy 
of one hundred pieces of gold, in the lively con- 
fidence that her beauty and merit would be a 
fufficient portion. The jealoufy and avarice of 
her brothers foon compelled Athenais to feek a 
refuge at Conftantinople ; and, with fome hopes, 
either of juliice or favour, to throw herfelf at 
the feet of Pulcheria. That fugacious princefs 
liltened to her eloquent complaint ; and fecretly 
deftined the daughter of the philofopher Leon- 
tius for the future wife of the Emperor of the 
Eaft, who had now attained the twentieth year 
of his age. She eafily excited the curiofity of her 
brother ; by an intevefting picture of the charms 
of Athenais^ large eyes, a well-proportioned 
nofe, a fair complexion, golden locks, a flender 
per fon, a graceful demeanour, an underftanding 
improved by fiudy, and a virtue tried by diftrefs. 
Theodofius, concealed behind a curtain in the 
apartment of his filter, was permitted to behold 
the Athenian virgin : the modeft youth imme- 
diately declared his pure and honourable love 5 
and the royal nuptials were celebrated am id!!' the , 
acclamations of the capital and the provinces. 
Athenais, who was eafily perfuaded to renounce 
the errors of Paganifm, received at her baptifm 
the Chriftian name of Eudocia : but the cautious 
Pulcheria withheld the title of Augufta, till the 
wife of Theodofius had approved her fhiitfulnefs 
by the birth of a daughter, who efpoufed, fifteen 
years afterwards, the Emperor of the Well. The 
1 6 brothers 
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brothers of Eudocia obeyed, withfome anxiety, 
her Imperial fummons ; but as fine could eafily 
forgive their fortunate unkindnefs, fhe indulged 
the tendemefs, or perhaps, the vanity, of a filler, 
by promoting them to the rank of confuls and 
pra?fe6ls* In the luxury of the palace, die ft ill 
cultivated thofe ingenious arts, which had con- 
tributed to her greatnefs ; and wifely dedicated 
her talents to the honour of religion, and of her 
hulband. Eudocia compofed a poetical para- 
phrafe of the firft eight books of the Old Tefi 
lament, and of the prophecies of Daniel and 
Zachariah ; a cento of the verfes of Homer, ap- 
plied to the life and miracles of Chrift, the legend 
of St. Cyprian, and a panegyric on the Perfian 
victories of Theodofius : and her writings, which 
were applauded by afervile and fuperllitious age, 
have not been difdaincd by the eandour of im- 
partial criticifm 7S . The fondnefs of the Emperor 
was not abated by time and poffeffion ; and Eli- 
docia, after the marriage of her daughter, was 
permitted to difcharge her grateful vows by afo- 
lemn pilgrimage to Jerufalem. Her often tatious 
progrefs through theEaft mayfeem incoiftlftent 
with the fpirit of Chriftian humility : the pro- 
nounced, from a throne of gold and geras^ ail 
eloquent oration to th e fenate ofAntioch , decl ared 

75 Socrates, I. vii. c. %x. Photius, p. 413 — 420. The Homeric 
cento is ftill extant, and has been repeatedly printed, but the .claim of 
Eudocia to that infipid performance is difputed by the critics. See 
Pabricius, Biblioth. Graec. tom. i. p. 357. The Ionia, a mifcella- 
jieous dictionary of hiftory and fable, vriis compiled by another emprefs 
of the name of Eudocia, who lived in the eleventh century and the 
work is ftill extant in manufeript. 

ie 4 her 
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her royal intention of enlarging the walls of 
the city, bellowed a donative of two hundred 
pounds of gold to reftore the public baths, and 
accepted the ftatues, which were decreed by the 
gratitude of Antioch. In the Holy Land, her 
alms and pious foundations exceeded the muni- 
ficence of the great Helena ; and though the 
public treafure might be impoverilhed by this 
excefiive liberality, file enjoyed the confcious 
fatisfa6tion of returning to Condantinople with 
the chains of St. Peter, the right arm of St. Ste- 
phen, and an undoubted pidture of the Virgin, 
painted by St. Luke 7 * . But this pilgrimage was 
the fatal term of the glories of Eudocia. Satiated 
with empty pomp, and unmindful, perhaps, 
of her obligations to Pulcheria, fire ambitioufly 
afpired to the government of the Ealtern empire: 
the palace was diftra6led by female difcord j but 
the victory was at laft decided, by the fuperior 
afcendant of the filler of Theodofius. The exe- 
cution of Paulinus, mailer of the offices, and 
the difgrace of Cyrus, Praetorian praefedl of' the 
Eaft, convinced the public, that the favour of 
Eudocia was infufficient to protect her moll faith- 
ful friends: and the uncommon beauty of Pau- 
linus encouraged the fecret rumour, that his guilt 
was that of a fuccefsful lover ”, As foon as the 

Emprefs 

,6 Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 438, 439*) is copious and 
florid; tut he is accufed of placing the lies of different ages on the 
lame level of authenticity. 

77 In this ihort view of the difgrace of Eudocia, I have imitated the 
■caution of Evagrius (l.i. c. si-), and Count Marcellinus (inChron. 
A. D. 440 and 444)* The two authentic dates affigned by the 
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'Emprefs perceived that the affection of Theo- 
dofius was irretrievably loft, the requefted the 
permiflion of retiring to the diftant folitude of 
Jerufalem. She obtained her requeft ; but the 
jealoufy of Theodofius, or the vindictive fpirit of 
Pulcheria, purfued her in her laft retreat ; and 
Saturninus, count of the domeftics, was directed 
to pimifti with death two ecclefiaftics, her moft 
favoured fervants* Eudocia inftantly revenged 
them by the afthffination of the count: the furi- 
ous paftions, which fhe indulged on this fufpicious 
occafion, feemed to juftify the feverity of Theo- 
dofius 5 and the Emprefs, ignominioully ftript of 
the honours of her rank 78 , was difgraced, per- 
haps unjuftly, in the eyes of the world. The 
remainder of the life of Eudocia, about fixteen 
years, was fpent in exile and devotion ; and the 
approach of age, the death of Theodofius, the 
misfortunes of her only daughter, who was led a 
captive from Rome to Carthage, and'the fociety 
of the Holy Monks of Paleftine, infenlibly con- 
firmed the religious temper of her mind. After 
a full experience of the viciflitudes of human 
life, the daughter of the philofopher Leontius 
expired, at Jerufalem, in the fixty-feventh year 
of her age j protefting, with her dying breath, 

latter, overturn a great part of the Greek fi&ions ; and the celebrated 
ftory of the apple, fcc. is fit only for the Arabian Nights, where fome- 
thing not very unlike it may be found. 

Prifcus (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 69.) a contemporary, and a 
courtier, drily mentions her Pagan and Chriftian names, without 
adding any title of honour or refpedt. 
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chap, that file had never ifaftfgreffed the bounds of 
, XXXIL j innocence and friendlhip 79 . 

The Per- The gentle mind of Theodofius was never 
A hy the ambition of conqueft, or military 

renown ; and the flight alarm of a Perfian war 
fcarcely interrupted the tranquillity of the Eaft. 
The motives of this war were juft and honourable. 
In the laft year of the reign of Jezdegerd, the 
fuppofed guardian of Theodofius, a bifliop, who 
afpired to the crown of martyrdom, deftroyed one 
of, ,the fire-temples of Sufa So . His zeal and obfti- 
nacy were revenged on his brethren : the Magi 
excited a cruel perfection ; and the intolerant 
zeal of Jezdegerd was imitated by his fon Vara- 
ranes, or Bahrain, who foon afterwards afcended 
the throne. Some Chriftian fugitives, who 
efcaped to the Roman frontier, were fternly 
demanded, and generoufly refufed 5 and the 
refufal, aggravated by commercial difputes, foon 
kindled a war between the rival monarchies. The 
mountains of Armenia, and the plains of Mefo- 

79 For the few pilgrimages of Eudocia, and her long refidence at 
Jerufalem, her devotion, alms, &c. fee Socrates (1. vii. c. 47.), and 
EvagritfSi (1. i. c. ao, ai, aa.). The Pafchal Chronicle may forric- 
fimes deferre regard ; and, in the domeftic hiftory of Antioch, John 
Malala becomes a writer of good authority. The Abbe Guenee, in 
a memoir on the fertility of Paleftibe, of tririch I have only feen an 
extrari, calculates the gifts of Eudocia at 20,488 pounds of gold, 
above 800,000 pounds fierling. 

*° Theodoret, 1 . v. c. 39. Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. tom. xii. 
p. 356 — 364. Affemanni, Bibliot. Oriental, tom. iii. p. 396. 
tom. iv. p. 61. Theodoret blames the raihnefs of Abdas, but extols 
the conftancy of his martyrdom. Yet I do not clearly underftand 
the cafuiftry which prohibits our repairing the damage which we have 
unlawfully committed. 
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potainia, were filled with hoftile armies; but the 
operations of two fucceffive campaigns were 
not productive of any decifive or memorable, 
events. Some engagements were fought, fome 
towns were befieged, with various and doubtful 
fuccefs; and if the Romans failed in their at- 
tempt to recover the long loft pofleflion of Ni- 
fibis, the Perfians were repulfed from the walls 
of a Mefopotamian city, by the valour of a mar- 
tial bifhop, who pointed his thundering engine 
in the name of St. Thomas the Apoftle. Yet the 
fplendid victories, which the incredible fpeed of 
the meffenger Pal iadiiis repeatedly announced 
to the palace of Conftantinople, were celebrated 
with feflivals and panegyrics. From thefe pane- 
gyrics the 81 hiftorians of the age might borrow 
their extraordinary, and perhaps fabulous, tales ; 
of the proud challenge of a Perfian hero, who 
was entangled by the net, and dilpatched by the 
fword, of Areobindus the Goth ; of the ten thou- 
fand Immortals , who were flain in the attack of 
the Roman camp ; and of the hundred thoufand 
Arabs, or Saracens, who were impelled by a 
panic terror to throw themfelves headlong into 
the Euphrates. Such events may be difbelieved 
or difregarded ; but the charity of a bilhop, 
Aeacius of Amida, whofe name might have dig- 
nified the faintly calendar, {hall not be loft in 
oblivion. BoMIy declaring that vafes of gold 
and filver are ufelefs to a God who neither eats 

81 Socrates (I. vii. c. i8> 19, ao> ai.) is the belt author for the 
Perfian war. We may likewife confult the three Chronicles, the 
Pafchal, and thofe of Marccllinus and Malala. 
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c H ap. nor drinks, the generous prelate fol'd the plate of 
xxxii. the church of Amida ^employed the price in the 
' redemption of feven thoufand Perfian captives ; 

fupplied their wants with ^ffedtionafce liberality ; 
and difmified them to their native country, to in- 
form the King of the true fpirit of the religion 
which he perfecuted. The pradtice of benevo- 
lence in the midft of war muft always tend to af- 
fuage the animofity of contending nations ; and 
X with to perfuade myfelf, that Acacius contri- 
buted to the reftoration of peace. In the con- 
ference which was held on the limits of two 
empires, the Roman ambaffadors degraded the 
perfonal character of their fovereign, by a vain 
attempt to magnify the extent of his power; 
when they feriouily advifed the Perfians to pre- 
vent, by a timely accommodation, the wrath of a 
monarch, who was yet ignorant of this diftant 
war. A truce of one hundred years was folemnly 
ratified ; and although the revolutions of Ar- 
menia might threaten the public tranquillity, the 
eilential conditions of this treaty were refpedted 
near fourfcore years by the fucceffors of Con- 
ftantine and Artaxerxes. 

Armenia Since the Roman and Parthian flandards firft 
divided be- encountered on the banks of the Euphrates, the 

tweenthe . . . 1 7 

Perfians kingdom of Armenia 82 was alternately oppreffed 

and the 

Romans, ^ Sl This account of the ruin and dlvifion of the kingdom of Armenia 
is taken from the third book of the Armenian hiftory of Mofes of 
Chorene. Deficient as he is in every qualification of a good hit 
torianj his local information, his paflions, and his prejudices, are 
ftrongly exprefiive of a native and contemporary. Procopius (de 
Edificiis, 1. xiii. c.,i. 5.) relates the fame Fa&s in a very different man- 
' ner; but I have extracted the circumftances the moft probable in 

themfelves, and the leaft inconfiftent with Mofes of Chorene. 

by 
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by its formidable protestors ; and in the courfe chap. 
of this Hillory, feveral events, which inclined the XXXIL , 
balance of peace and war, have been already A.D. 
related. A diigraceful treaty had refigned Ar« 431—440. 
menia to the ambition of Sapor j and the fcale of 
Perfia appeared to preponderate. But the royal 
race of Arfaces impatientlyfubmitted tothe houfe 
of Safian ; the turbulent nobles aflerted, or be- 
trayed, their hereditary independence j and the 
nation was (till attached to the Chriftian princes 
of Conftantinople. In the beginning of the fifth 
century, Armenia was divided by the progrefs of 
war and fadtion 83 ; and the unnatural divifion 
precipitated the downfal of that ancientmonarchy. 
Chofroes, the Perfian vafial, reigned over the . 
Eaftern and raoft extenfive portion of the coun- 
try j while the Weftern proviuce acknowledged 
the jtrfifdiSfion of Arfaces, and the fupremacy of 
the Emperor Arcadius. After the death of Ar* 
faces, the Homans fupprefled the regal govern- 
ment, and impofed on their allies the condition 
of fubje&s. The military command was dele- 
gated to the Count of the Armenian frontier ; the 
city of Theodofiopolis 84 was built and fortified in 

a ftrong 

33 The weftern Armenians ufed the Greek language and characters 
in their religious offices ; but the ufe of that hofiile tongue was pro- 
hibited by the Perfians in the Eaftern provinces, .which were obliged 
to ufe the Syriac, till the invention of the Armenian letters by Mefrobes, 
in the beginning of the fifth century, and the fubfequent verfion of the 
Bible into the Armenian language ; an event which relaxed the con- 
nexion of the church and nation with Conftantinople. 

S4 Mofes of Choren. I. ill. c.59. p. 309. and p. 358. Procopius, de 
Edificiis, 1 . iii. c. 5. Theodofiopolis ftjmds, or rather flood, about 

thirty- 
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CHAP.a ftrong fituation, on a fertile and lofty ground, 
xxxii. near |] le fources of the Euphrates ; and the de- 
pendent territories were ruled by five fatraps, 
whole dignity was marked by a peculiar habit of 
gold and purple. The lefs fortunate nobles, who 
lamented the lofs of their king, and envied the 
honours of their equals, were provoked to nego- 
ciate their peace and pardon at the Berdan court; 
and returning, with their followers, to the palace 
of Artaxata, acknowledged Chofroes for their 
lawful fovereign. About thirty years afterwards, 
Artafires, the nephew and fucceffor of Chofroes, 
fell under the difpleafure of the haughty and 
capricious nobles of Armenia ; and they unani- 
raoufly delired a Perfian governor in the room of 
an m ? ki»g ’ he anfwer of fcheArchbiOiop 
Ifaac, whofe fandtion they earneftly folieited, is 
expredive of the character of a fuperftitious 
people. He deplored the manifeft and inex- 
cufable vices of Artafires ; and declared, that he 
fhould not hefitate to accufe him before the tri- 
bunal of a Chriftian emperor, who would punilh,. 
without deftroying, the finner. “Our king,” 
continued Ifaac, “ is too much addicted to licen- 
“ tious-pleafures,buthe has been purified in the 
“ holy waters of baptifm. He is a lover of 
« women, but he does not adore the fire or the 
“ elements. He may deferve the reproach of 
“ lewdnefs, but he is an undoubted Catholic j 
u and his faith is pure, though his manners are 

thirty-five miles to the eaft of Arzeroum, the modern capital of 
Turkifli Armenia. See D’Anville, Geographie Ancienne, tom. ii. 
p. 99, ioo. 


“ flagitious. 
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M flagitious. I will never confent to abandon c H A P. 
ec my flieep to the rage of devouring wolves ; and l XXXIL l 
£< you would foon repent your raft exchange of 
te the infirmities of a believer, for the fpecious 
<c virtues of an heathen 3s .” Exafperated by the 
firmnefs of Ifaac, the factious nobles accufed 
both the king and the archbilhop as the fecret 
adherents of the Emperor : and abfurdly rejoiced 
in the fentence of condemnation, which, after a 
partial hearing, was folemnly pronounced by 
Bahrain himfelf. The defcendents of Arfaces 
were .degraded from the royal dignity 85 , which 
they had poffefled above five hundred and fixty 
years 87 ; and the dominions of the unfortunate 
Artafires, under the new and fignificant appella- 
tion of Perfarmenia, were reduced into the form 
of a province. Thi s_ufur pation excited the jea- 
; but the riling 

difputes were foon terminated by an amicable, 

83 Mofes Choren. L iu. c. 63. p. 316. According to the inftitution 
of St. Gregory the apoftle of Armenia, the Archbilhop was always of 
the royal family ; a circumftance which, in fome degree, ccweCted 
the influence of the facerdotal character, and united the mitre -fifth the 
crown. 

. 86 A branch of the royal houfe of Arfaces ftill fubfifted with the 
rankaud pofleffions (as it Ihould feem) of Armenian fatraps. See 
Mofes Choren. 1 . iii. c. 65. p. 321. 

87 Valarfaces was appointed King of Armenia by his brother the 
Parthian monarch, immediately after the defeat of Antiochus Sidetes 
(Mofes Choren. 1 . ii. c. a. p. 85.), one hundred and thirty years 
before Chrift. Without depending - on the Various and contradictory 
periods of the reigns of the laft kings, we may be affiired, that the 
ruin of the Armenian kingdom happened after the council ofChalce- 
don, A. D. 43 1 (I. iii. c. 6r. p. 3 12.) 5 and under Veramus, or 
Bahrain, King of Perfia ( 1 . iii. c. 64. p. 317, who reigned from 
A. D. 420 to 440. See Aflemanni, Bibliot. Oriental, tom. iii. 
p. 396. 


though 
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c H A P. though unequal, partition of the ancient fcing- 
« XXXII 1. dom of Armenia ; and a territorial acquifition, 
which Auguftu's might have defpifed, refle&ed 
fome luftre on the declining empire of the 
younger Theodofius. 
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